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Petrillo-AGVA Hassle Puts Agents 
In Middle; Battle Front Widening 


Talent agencies are in their 
reatest muddle because of the 
firisdictional squabble between the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
and the American Federation of 
Musicians on the question of acts 
who use a musical instrument as 
part of their act. In the main they 
can't see this crisis at a time when 
it’s tough enough selling packages 
and creating employment. 

Percenters are now afraid to act 
because of fear of franchise re- 
vocation bh, either union A 
course of action by the agencies is 
still to be taken. Artists Repre- 
sentatives Assn., the agencies or- 
ganization in New York, has not 
yet made a decision 

Both AGVA and AFM are in the 


Process of pressuring the talent 
offices. Performers’ union has 
already notified agencies that acts 


working in the AGVA jurisdiction 


must be and remain members of 
that union. On the other hand. 
Local 802. AFM, is readying to 


send out notification to the agen- 
cies that an act playing a musical 
instrument during any part of thei: 
*turn, must be an AFM member and 
booked on an AFM form. 

So far, AFM chieftain James C. 
Petrillo has taken no action after 
his declaration of war on AGVA. 
Threat to close some of the 138 
spots in New York using both mu- 
sic and acts hasn't yet materialized 

The front on which this war is to 
be waged has widened since the As- 
sociated Actors and Artistes of 
America, parent organization of 
all performer unions, last weck 
issued a statement declaring it 
would back AGVA to the limit in 
its fight with AFM 

Paul Dulizell, 4A’s president, de- 

eerecemantalinan on Boel 61) 


Triple-Anni Salute To 
Guy Lombardo in N.Y. 


A salute from the entire enter- 
inment world, honoring Guy 
Lombardo on the occasion of his 
25th anniversary in the band busi- 
ness, his 20th anniversary at the 
el Roosevelt, N. Y., and his 15th 
anniverss ~ as a Decca artist, has 
put .ato the works. Climax 
will a formal party to iake 
place at the Hotel Roosevelt's Gril: 
on Monday, Sept. 26. 
Unusual aspect of the Grill shin- 
» Priced at $12.50 per head, is 
t there will be no turnover 
©rowd that evening. A full pro- 
gram for the evening is being 
et ne Carpenter, the 
S hea ohnny Dugan 
of MCA, and David O. Alber, om 
vs flackery. The idea is to 
Set the crowd in early and keep 
m in until the shindig winds up 
the wee hours. Lombardo’s 
Fr annual Grill opening takes 
the following night (27). 
tion of the plane of this 
affair can be seen in fact that the 
Roosevelt official hosts for the 
“What: are mailing invitations to a 


first § Who” list on a first-come- | 


ed basis. 





, 


Jackie Reoinson Shops 
For a Network Spot 


Brooklyn Dodg- 
who had 


Jackie Robinson, 


ers’ Negro second sacker 
his own show on WMCA, N. Y., is 
shopping around for a major net- 


work spot to fill at the end of the 


current baseball season. It’s un- 
derstood that ABC is interested 
in the ballpiayer with pians for 
his appearance on both AM and 
TV. Harry Solow agency is han- 
dling him 

Robinson already has_ several 
guest shots lined up on network 
shows and he definitely pians to 
resume his work at the Harlem 
YMCA as a 


Juve 


See World Series 
TV Pool; Ist Time 


counsellor. 


On Theatre Video 


New Cleanup For 


Which television network will 
carry the World Series this year 
remains the problem of the week. 
While both NBC and CBS have 


figured most prominentivy in spec-, 


ulation until now, it is generally 
expected that all stations wanting 
the games will carry them on a 
pooled basis, similar to that in ef- 
fect last year. Gillette, as sponsor, 
would pay time charges on a pro- 
rated basis 

Decision on which wéb’s camera 
crew will draw the pickup assign- 
ment is expected to be determined 
by the outcome of the pennant 
races If the Brooklyn Dodgers 
cop the National League flag, the 
job would probably be done by 
CBS-TV, which has carried all 

(Continued on page ¢ 63) 


Big 10 Bans Vidpix On 
Football; Fears Scouts 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 

Big 10 foothall coaches this week 
stymied NBC plans to film high- 
lights of all conterence college 
games for transmission several 
days later over KNBH here. Hol- 
iywood division sales chief Frank 
(Bud) Berend was told the coaches 
“feared that their teams would be 
scouted on a slow-motion re-run.” 

Interest in Big 10 teams here is 
particularly high since one of them 
will play a Coast team in the Rose 
Bowl. It had been thought that 
sale of the films to sponsers would 
be a natural and when NBC's Chi- 
cago office advised Berend the deal 
was cooking, he lined up at least 
three clients to underwrite the 
games. Next day came the tele- 
type from Chi: “No deal on Big 10 
| games; they won't go for it.” 





LEGIT FACE 


ALK 


With the exception of legit, 
show business looks set to outstrip 
last year's gross figures during the 
1949-50 season now getting under 
way. Realistic appraisal by 
VARIETY this week of all segments 
of the amusement field indicates 





unless the unforeseen arises—all 
the elements present for heavy 
.patronage and highly profitable 
operation during the next nine 
months. 

Films, radio. television. music 


and vaude-cafes all are looking for- 
ward to grosses that may approach 
the record-breaking figures of 1946- 
47 Only weakness in legit, 
where pro’ find that angels 
now fear to tread on Broadway 
Slump that generally  sand- 
bagged the amusement industry 
spring started reverse ilt- 
self in August and there's been a 
steady upbeat since then Most 
facets of the entertainment field 
| particularly films, radio and tele— 
are showing a real bounce now 
The gloom days. tor the time be- 
ing, anyway, appear to be over. 
Optimistic feeling within the in- 
dustry resulting from the recent 
(Continued on page 58) 


Is 


ers 


last to 





Chi Strip Joints 


Chicago, Sept. 13 
Chicago's Strip Row, long ha- 
rassed by local bluenoses, felt the 


full force of Chi officiz'dom when 
the Board of Health moved in last 
week and closed spots for health 
code violations Heat brought on 
by the Chicago Daily News expose 
of West Madison street conditions, 
and subsequent crackdown by au- 
thorities, has closed a half dozen 
girl joints, the largest being the 
L&L. 

In addition, police have been 
warning the dancers and owners to 
“keep shows clean and stationary.” 

Conventioneers are drifting 
south to nearby Calumet City, 
more liberal on the gal shows. 


No Backfire Yet 
o Backfire Ye 
Detroit, Sept. 13. 
About six weeks ago W. B. Donor 
ad agency launched ‘Teal Bros. 
(‘Hudson car dealers! upon a radio 
campaign that’s set off repercus- 
sions in all parts of the country 
Herb and Barney Teal set up a 
barter system for new cars—their 
spot announcements over CKLW, 
WJBK, WXYZ and WJLB adver- 
tise they will accept anything of 
value from diamonds to doughnuts 
as down payments on new cars, 
To date everything from pianos, 
washing machines, pen and pencil 


sets, silverware, furniture have 
been swapped for new cars. A 
woman in North Carolina wrote 


in that she wanted to trade in two 
{lots in Florida for a new car. 


| pressed. 
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Hollywood Execs and Stars to Hit 





Vet Director Ouits 
Films for Video 


Hollywood, Sept. 13 

Eddie Cline, who directed the 
first Mack Sennett bathing beauty 
comedy in 1915, last week de 
serted motion pictures for tele- 
vision. 

Vet director inked a contract to 
direct the 7s & Johnson show 


over NBC- 
on the a Seta the 
in October. 


Program goes back 
first week 


Cline has been directing and 
scripting ut Monogram until re 
cently. 


Laine, Damone 


Disks Help Merc 
Steal Spotlight 


Chicago, Sept 
With the new Frankie owt re 
cording of “That Lucky Old Sun” 
selling as fast as copies can be 
Mercury Records has 
within the past few months com 


pletely stolen the play from its 
older recording § rivais.  t.aine’s 
disking, coupled with Vic Da- 
mone's “You're Breaking My 
Heart,” gives Mercury two straight 
outstanding hits that no _ rivals 
have been able to top 

Damone’'s “Heart” caught all ri 
vals flatfooted. Nobody had re 


corded it in time to give his platter 
a battle in the retail marts. and by 
the time competitive disks did get 
out, none could get within hailing 
distance. Laine’s “Sun.” a pop tune 


was a bit different, but the net re- 
sult was the same Mercury 
jumped the release date on the 
platter by releasing it in Cali- 
fornia only... It gathered such a 
quick hit stride that Robbins 
Music, fearful of hamstringing a 
possible hit, lifted all release re- 
strictions. 


AINE, © The Road in Move to Sell Industry 


° Hollywood, Sept. 
Hollywood is showing a elie 
conviction that the best way to sell 
both itself and its pictures to the 
public by extensive hinterland 
tours of not only stars, but also top 
production execs. Within the next 
few months an unprecedented bar- 
rage of tours by production toppers 
will hit everything from key cities 
to crossroad hamlets. Studio big- 
gies are operating on the theory 
that publie illusions about Holly- 
wood can be unsold while specific 
pix get the break of big names from 
the Coast 
While the 


Is 


flock of junkets will 
have a strong public relations fla 
the p iry object to cop 
is much alt@ntion possible for 
the particular film in question. Be- 
lief both at the hon and on 
the Coast is becoming stronger by 
the day that neither a pro 
ducer nor director's obligation ends 
when the pic is canned. 

\s though mapped by a single 
braintruster, all the junkets of the 
various studios will be handled 
with striking similarity. Produc- 
tion execs, as well as stars, are aim- 
ing for a raft of press interviews, 

‘Continued on page 16) 


‘Boundaries’ Pic Floods 
Prototypes With Mail 


Keene, N. H., Sept. 13. 


is 


vor 


eotfices 


' 
ovai, 





Stacks of mai! are pouring in 
from all over the U. S. addressed to 
“Dr. Seott Carter, Old Bracket 
Home. Keenham, N. H.” There's 
fio such place, but the postmen 
know the letters should be deliv- 
ered to Dr. Albert C. Johnston, Sr., 
127 Washington Street, who, with 
his family of this city, inspired the 


the Louis de Rochemont 
Boundaries.” 

The Negro doctor and his wife, 
who “could pass for white,” state 
that the revelations in the film had 
caused no prejudice or antagon- 
isms among Keene citizens, who 
once regarded the family as white. 
Mrs. Johnston adds that their big- 
gest problem isn't depicted in the 
film at all. That was whether they 
should permit production of the 
film. She's glad they decided af- 
firmatively. 


story for 
film, “Lost 








Under the Direction Of 


——Starting Fall 


York, Pa. —sepr. 15-16 
Buffalo, N. Y.—sepr. 17 
Syracuse, N. Y.—sepr. 18 





The Hour of Charm 


ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR 


—~—_> 


Pui, SPITALNY 


Concert Tour 
Binghamton, N. Y.—sepr. 19 
Rochester, N. Y.—Sepr. 20 
Scranton, Pa.—sepr. 21 
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Listless Air Fans Cannes Film Fest; 
British Edge US. in Pub-Relations Job 


Cannes, Sept. 6. 

The Cannes Film Festival of 
1949 literally opened with a bang 
Friday night (2). A blistering 
firewoiks barrage led off a formal 
party on the terrace of the Grand 
hotel. A runway was built from 
the hotel entrance from which 
the floorshow was presented. On 
hand to welcome the ft stival were 
Edward G. Robinson, Tyrone Pow 
er. Erich Von Stroheim Fernand 
Gravet. Jean Pierre Aumont and 
Errol Flynn. 

The affair had a listless quality 
about it, and the hits of the eve- 
ning were Von Stroheim and Rob- 
inson. Von Stroheim made a grand 
entrance in his stiff Prussian walk 
bowed and went into the plot of 
his last Hc llywood film which he 
made with Billy Wilder, “Sunset 
Boulevard.” He made a plea for 


a producer to bankroll a great 
film he had in mind. As he put 
it. there was need for cash on 
the table. Robinson was then in- 
troduced and got an_ ovation 
Fivnn came out for bows. Robin 


son made a talk in broken French 


Show Biz Names 
Ask Review On 


Trumbo, Lawson 


Washington, Sept. 13 

The U. S. Supreme Court was 
asked vesterday (12) in an amicus 
curiae brief to review the convic- 
tion of Dalton Trumbo and John 
Howard Lawson for contempt of 
Congress. Brief contained 208 sig- 
natures from the motion picture 
colony and 173 from other arts and 
sciences. Lawson and Trumbho 
were convicted for refusing to tell 
the House un-American Activities 
Committee if they were com- 
munists. 

Among the Hollywoodites who 
signed the petition were Morris 
Carnovsky, Charles Chaplin, How- 
ard Da_ Silva, John Garfield, 
Marsha Hunt, John Huston, Burt 
Lancaster, Robert Rossen, Sam 
Wanamaker, William Wyler, Gor- 


don Kahn, Edwin Justus Maver, 
Gale Sondergaard and _ Shelley 
Winters. 


Signers for the other arts and 
sciences included Jerome Chodo- 
rov, Mare Connally, Albert 
Deutsch, Clin Downes, Uta Hagen, 
Dashiell Hammett, Garson Kanin, 
Arthur Miller, Clifford Odets, Paul 
Robeson, Budd Schulberg, James 
Waterman Wise and Norman 
Mailer. 

The brief declared in part: 

“A eareful consideration of the 
record in this case will show that 
the hearings, out of which appel- 
lants’ conviction for contempt 
arose, involved an attempt by Con- 
gress to impose a censorship upon 
the motion picture industry in vio- 
lation of the first amendment.” 


Griffis Envoy to Arg. 

Washington, Sept. 13. 
The new Ambassador to the Ar- 
gentine is Stanton Griffis, former 
Paramount exec, who has also 
served as Ambassador to Egypt and 
Poland. The Griffis appointment 
was announced last week at Presi- 

dent Truman's press conference. 
Griffis succeeds Ambassador 





and good English to the glory ot | 
cinema and may the best film win. | 

The next evening (3) (the! 
building having been brought in 
on time), the projections were of. | 
ficially started with formal attire | 
required. The rich, embroidered 
audience was greeted by the May- 
of Cannes, who paid homage | 
workers for their phenomenal | 
burst of speed to complete the| 
building on time. The first film | 


or 
to 


then hit the screen lt was an) 
Australian decumentary which 

turned ou’ to be a fiascé. The 
film dragged on for 50 minutes, | 
and though well photographed, | 
was a hopelessly dull, poorly | 
mounted film. | 


A live French commentary ac- 
companying the film did not help 


much either The audience be- 
gan to stamp and howl, and the 
last half of the film was lost in 
the whistling. The jury was fu- 
rious at the tactless first choice. 
Elsa Maxvel!l also voiced her in- 
dignation. She also said she was 
trying to convince the Festival 


Committee .o hold the festival in 
April from now on, to get a better 
choice of films. She was trying to 
convince Darryl Zanuck to give a 
special showing of the prizewin- 
ning “Snake Pit.” 

Robinson introduced first 
big film, “House of Strangers,” of 
which be is the star. The audi- 
torium, though visually and 
acoustically perfect, was extremely 
hot The audience sweltered 
throughout and there were many 
wilted collars. The air-condition- 
ing unit is not installed as yet, 
due to lack of time and money 
The heat continues in Cannes, and 
so far the films presented have 
not been worth the suffering 
English pressagentry is the best 
in town, with British film stars 
peering out of every shop window 
and monopolizing most of the bill- 
boards. Hollywood high-pressuring 
is very lax and the only film star 
with his picture prominently 
placed around town is Lassie. 


the 


oar 


Metro Nixes Garland 
Guest Cycle for Bing, 
Settles for a 1-Shot 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 

Judy Garland will be the first 
guest on Bing Crosby's new CBS 
series for Chesterfield. She tapes 
the show with crooner Sunday (18). 
Crosby wants Garland for 13 guest 
shots. 

Carleton Alsop, singer’s manager, 
asked Metro clearance for seven, 
but only obtained permission for | 
one. Peggy Lee has been signed 





for 13 guestings by Crosby, and «aji the lost motion is taken out,” Clayton is deep. 


gets $1.750 flat per program, 
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KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 


NOW 
ZIEGFELD THEATRE 
NEW YORK 
{Just completed 7-year run El 
Hollywood.) 


Capitan 


L-Pic Deals Best 
Thing for H wood 


In Years—Brown 


Hollywood's recent swing to solo 
picture deals with top stars as ex- 
emplified by a raft of such con- 
tracts inked by Warner Bros. is 
“the healthiest thing that has hap- 
pened to the film business in many 
years,” Clarence Brown, Metro's 
veteran producer-director, believes. 
Brown sees the new practice as 
both cost-cutting and a way of 
escaping the main trouble 6f the 
past—‘‘the inability of a studio to 
find three stories yearly to fit a 
particular star. 

In the east with scripter Robert 
Pirosh to shoot background ma- 
terial for his next Metro offering, 
“To Please a Lady,” Clark Gable 
starrer, Brown avers “that the 
greatest trouble pf the past was 
keeping our stars busy.” “We've 
been forced to go ahead with in- 
complete scripts; to take certain 
good stories and weaken them by 
tailoring the varn to fit the player,” 
Brown declared. “We've hurt the 
story immeasureably and I guess 
the audiences have caught up with 
us on that practice.” 

“One of the troubles of the film 
business today is in casting well 
known stars,” Metro producer add- 
ed. “The audience can tell you the 
whole story after the first 500 feet 
of film. That's why we're gunning 
for new faces. When the custom- 
ers are unfamiliar with the actors, 
they can't tell by the casting which 
way the story is going to turn.” 

With studios confining them- 
selves to one pic yearly for a star, 


Theatre, 








lots, 
overhead is split and no one studio 











By MARTY 
| The first big Saturday of college 





|both the National League and 
the All-American Conference have 
| already started. In the play-for-pay 
| leagues, the defending champions 
are the favorites to repeat. The 
| Philadelphia Eagles are the class 
of the National League, with only 
the Chicago Bears to threaten 
them seriously. In the AAC, now 
starting its fourth year, the three- 
time champion Cleveland Browns 
are favored to repeat, with the San 
| Francisco '49-ers and the Yankees 
i the leading contenders. 


It’s a far different story among 


Glickman Calls ’Em 
Marty Glickman, radio, TV 
and newsreel sports commen- 
back crystal-balling 

the nation’s football games, 
| college and professional, for 
| Varrery. His initial selections 

appear in next week's issue. 

Glickman has had wide ex- 

perience in sports, both as an 

an active participant and as a 

professional analyst. Former 

star of the Syracuse U. grid- 
(1936-37-38), he was also a 
member of the Olympic track 
team in 1936. He is currently a 
commentator for WMGM, 
N. Y., CBS-TV and Paramount 
Newsreel. 


tator, is 


ders 








the collegiate leaders of a year 
ago. Notre Dame and Michigan, 
mythical co-champions of the na- 
tion, are not likely to have unde- 
feated teams this year. They'll be 
among the very best, but the Irish 
and Wolverines have almost im- 
possible schedules, with too many 
last-season stars gone. 

The Irish have to take North 
Carolina and Charley Justice, SMU 
with Doak Walker, Michigan State 
with Lynn Chandnois, and Tulane 
with the greatest potential in its 
football history. And if you're 
looking for an undefeated ball- 
club-to-be, keep an eye on Okla- 
homa, champion of the Big Seven. 

Cornell's Jolt 

Uneasy rests the crown on every 
major conference king of 1948. 
Cornell, Ivy League champion, re- 


ceived a severe jolt when Jeff | 


| Fleischmann, junior fullback, was 
_hurt on the first play in the first 
scrimmage of the season; he will 
_ be out for the season. But the Big 
Red has talent and lots of it. 
They'll need it all because the Ivy 
_ League will have as many top 
elevens as any league in the land. 
Dartmouth with T-quarter Johnny 
Penn has lost 


Brown said. By dividing the thesp- Chuck Bednarik, but it still has the 
er’s chores among several 


running fireplug of a fullback, Ray 
Dooney, and Bob Deuber, tailback 


Back to Blighty | over the pressure to keep the star Of two seasons ago, has returned 


Paris, Sept. 13. 

Heading homewards from the 
Continent this week are Serge 
Semenenko, exec vice-prexy of the 
First National Bank of Boston, his 
wife and Virginia Davis, sister of 
“world citizen” Garry Davis. 

Darry! F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox pro- 
duction chief who has been de- 
ferring his trip back to the U. S. 
for several weeks, is slated to re- 
turn within a couple of days. 
Charlie Miller, Music Corp. of 
America veepee, wife and daughter | 
also are en route home. MCA. 
board chairman Jules C. Stein and 
wife leave 10 days later. 








Bruce who has resigned. 
er enema nde rman " 
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has a_ suitable package. Old 
method, still used in a number of 
cases, means a “terrific overhead” 
for a lot, Brown declared. 

Brown conceded that his studio 
could profitably use its Gables and 
Spencer Traceys for more than one 
pic yearly since “they are the back- 
bone of the company.” “But you 
can't build 30 pictures yearly on 
those few alone,” he added. “You 
still must depend on single picture 
productions with other players.” 

With his experience in produc- 
ing-directing “Intruder in 


the studio.” He thinks better 
films can be made on location be- 
cause the atmosphere is more au- 
thentic and more realism can be 
captured, 

Secret of location shooting, 
Brown said, is to shoot the entire 
pic on the scene not just exteriors. 
While he had only 12 days sunshine 
out of 30 in Oxford, his troupe lost 
no time because the rainy weather 
was used for interiors. 


Toscy’s $50 Scalped Tix 


Venice, Sept. 6. 

Scalpérs collected as high as 
30,000 lire ($50) per ticket for the 
concert directed by Arturo Tosca- 
nini at Venice's Le Fenice theatre, 
rr the Venice Music Festi- 
val. 

Appearance was maestro's first 
in Venice since 192) and was con- 
sidered the major musical event 
of the year. 





a bad elbow. 


Harvard, in its second year un- 
der Art Valpey’s tricky spinner 
plays, has most of its veterans re- 
turned. The Cantabs are three 
deep in the line. Herman Hick- 
man’s Yales are strong in the back- 
field, with Captain Levi Jackson, 
Ferdinand (‘the Bull) Nadherny, 
and shotputter champ Jim Fuchs, 
but the line may be below par. 
Columbia must start from scratch 
_ with all 11 starters of last season 
gone, including the touchdown 


Little had a good freshman club 
last fall, though. Among the in- 


Stuart, Scott, Bryant and Yoeman 
, are now second looies. The kay- 


dets have a terrific schedule, with | 


Penn State and Michigan slated to 
be numbers two and three on the 
agenda. Boston College, Villanova 
and Penn State are among the 
east’s standouts. 


The Southeastern Conference is 
top-heavy. Tulane with Eddie 
Price, defending Georgia (without 
Johnny Rauch), Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, Florida, and Auburn with 
Travis Tidwell back, are loaded. 
Only the Red Tide at Alabama 
seems to have receded. 

The Southern Conference must 
try to catch the Tarheels of North 
Carolina with Justice and Wiener 
Peahead Walker, coach at Wake 
Forest, — a doubtful task. Clem- 
son, conference champion. sti 
tailback Ray Mathews, and ay 
good one. 

The Big 10 will be a dogfight 

‘among Michigan, Illinois, Ohio 


football is Sept. 24. The pros in| 


irish, Mich., Tulane, Okla., N.C., 
Minn., SMU, USC Seen Grid Pacers 


| working regardless of whether it after a year’s.absence because of 








GLICKMAN 


State and Minnesota. The Gophers 
may take it all with their mam- 
moth line and little Billy Bye be- 
hind it. 

In the Southwestern Conference, 
SMU will go for its third consecu- 
tive crown. The backfield of Doak 
Walker, Gil Johnson, Kyle Rote 
and Dick MecKissack is the best 
quartet, collegiate-wise, in Amer- 
ica. If anyone is to stop them, 
Texas, Rice or Baylor msy do it. 

When Southern Cal. held Notre 
Dame to its memorable 14-14 tie 
last season, the Trojans stamped 
themselves as the team to beat for 
the Pacific Coast Crown. California 
is defending champion, but with 
all-America Jackie Jensen now a 
professional baseball player ‘he 
had another year of eligibility), 
the Golden Bears aren't quite as 
ferocious. Up in the northern half 
of the circuit, coach Howie Odell, 
ex-Yale, a well man again, has a 
good team abuilding in Washing- 
ton. 


Don't Sell H'wood 
Short as a Video 
Centre: Underhill 


CBS television program chief 
Charles Underhill declared this 
week that Hollywood is bound to 
assume a steadily-increasing im- 
portance as a program originating 
point. Just back from a two-week 
trip to the Coast, he emphasized 
that N. Y. will continue in the No. 1 
origination spot for some time but 
predicted that CBS within a year 
will be airing four or five hours of 
shows each week from Hollywood. 


“The supply of talent and mate- 
rial in Hollywood makes it a nat- 
ural for staging programs there,” 
Underhill said. In addition, he 
pointed out, the Coast is gradually 
approaching N. Y. in the matter 
of facilities. CBS’ new Studio A, 
which went into operation in Holly- 
wood while he was there, is “better 
than anything we have in N. Y.,” 
the CBS exec said. 

Underhill believes that broad- 
casters may continue to feed pro- 
grams from one coast to another 
via kinescope recordings even after 
the coaxial cable link is completed, 
hecause of the tremendous cable 
charges. He foresaw a gradual im- 
provement in kinescope quality and 
averred it will soon compare fa- 
vorably to a live show. In addition, 
he pointed out, the webs will be 
forced to use kine to feed stations 
in the southeast and southwest 
even when the coast-to-coast cable 
link is in. 

Underhill 





watched the first 


closed circuit audition of the up- 


the twins, Kusserow and Rossides. Lou | 
| Dust” completely in Oxford, Miss., 
behind him, Brown “would like to 
make all my pictures away from dependents, Army is tops though | 


coming Ed Wynn show while in 
Hollywood and declared both the 
CBS and Speide] Watch execs (whe 
will sponsor) were pleased with the 
results. Wynn is handling all com- 
mercials himself and doing a good 
job on them. A second closed cir- 
cuit test is to be run tomorrow 
(Thurs.) in preparation for the pro- 
gram's kickoff on the Coast Sept. 
22. Show will be launched in the 
east via kine two weeks later. 


GEORGIE PRICE’S BOOK 
AND NITERY BOOKINGS 


_ Georgie Price’s autobiog is near- 
ing completion. Major problem 
for the Wall Street broker-com- 
edian is “clean it up,” ie. so far 
as the too frank show biz stuff 
is concerned. Working title is 
“This One’s On Me” although the 
obvious “What Price Georgie?” 
may be retained as a subtitle. 
Price opens Thursday (15) at the 
5 O'Clock Club, Miami Beach, 
which Ned Schuyler has taken over 
from Sam Barken and may fol- 
low Hildegarde into the Hotel 
Statler, Pittsburgh, in three weeks, 
providing he can cut his Florida 
engagement short a day or two, in 
order to make connections. In- 
cidentally, the Hildegarde-Price 
sequence into the Pitt hostelry re- 
sparks the Statler chain going back 
importantly into talent. after hav- 
ing summarily dropped acts and 
name bands in eight key cities. 
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TOA’s ‘REVOLT AGAINST MAJORS — 





MMPTA and TOA Board Approve 


Chicago Public 


This week may be the crucial * 


one in determining the future of 
the all-industry public relations 
project which had its beginning at 


thé eae conclave in Chicago.Aug - 


30-31. One important organization 
of the nine represented at that 
powwow voted endorsement yes- 
terday 
will be heard from on its recom- 
mendations before the week is out. 

Board of the Metropolitan Mo- 
tion Picture Theatres Assn. came 
through as the first to okay the 
p.r. meet’s proposals in a resolu- 
tion which backed the actions of 
Leo Brecher, prez; Oscar A. Doob, 
exec committee chairman, and D. 
John Phillips, exec director. Trio 
served as Chi delegates. Brecher 
was named permanent rep at the 
Conference Committee and Doob 
as his alternate. 

Other three are Theatre Owners 
of America, which is holding its 
convention in Los. Angeles; Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners Assn. of 
New York, which will hold a spe- 


cial meeting at the Hotel Astor to- 
morrow (Thursday); and the Mo- 
tion Picture Industry Council, 


which will convene in Hollywood 
tonight (Wednesday). 
Action taken by these groups is 
considered of more than ordinary 
(Continued on page 18) 


SEC Dubious On 
Indies Future 


Washington, Sept. 13. 

Securities & Exchanges Commis- 
sion takes a low view of indie pro- 
duction in Hollywood and wants 
the stock-buying public to know 
that it is no bed of roses. In giving 
the greenlight to the stock pros- 
pectus of the National Exhibitors 
Finance Co., new outfit sponsored 
by leading exhibs to bankroll in- 
die filmmaking, SEC first insisted 
on the insertion of new language to 
point up clearly to the investing 
public that profits in Hollywood 
do not grow on trees. 

Typical example is the insertion: 
“The producing enterprises so as- 
sisted will be subject to competi- 
tion from firmly established com- 
panies having greater resources 
and regular lines of credit and 
term contracts for dramatic and 
other talent.” 

With the prospectus okayed, 
NEFC can now go ahead with its 
plan to float 100,000 shares to ex- 
hib subscribers at $100 per share. 





Fabian Sparking NEFC 
Los Angeles, Sept. 13. 

While the Theatre Owners of 
America is conventioning here, 
execs of NEFC, led by Si Fabian, 
temporary president, are pushing 
full speed ahead toward getting 
the company actively under way. 
New company will become a full- 
fledged California concern this 
week with articles of incorporation 
being filed in Sacramento. This 
step and other legal matters were 

(Continued on page 23) 





SAM GOLDWYN RETURNS 


‘PIMPERNEL’ TO KORDA 


Part of “The Return of the Pim- 
pernel,” recently completed in Eng- 
land under a joint production deal 
by Sir Alexander Korda and Sam- 
uel Goldwyn, wil! be reshot before 
the film is released in this country. 
Arrangements have been made for 
David Niven, who starred in the 
Pic, to return to London shortly for 
the new scenes. 

i Pic is a variation of Goldwyn’'s 
Scarlet Pimpernel,” released in 
1935. It was made by Korda under 
a deal by which Goldwyn received 
all rights in the Western Hemi- 
Sphere for partial financing out of 
his blocked sterling, for the story 
and for the loan of Niven, who was 
under contract to him. American 
Producer was dissatisfied with the 
results, however, when the film was 
recently delivered to him. 


(Tues.) while three others’ with 


Relations Program 





Fidler’s Oaters Via Rep? 


_.. ... Chicago, Sept. 13 
Hollywood columnist Jimmy Fid- 
ler is planning to enter the film 
business. He’s been holding talks 
Republic prexy Herbert. J 
Yates, in Chicago, during the com- 
pany’s sales convention, on pro- 
ducing a series of ‘Buckaroo 
Sheriff” westerns 
Star of the series would be an 
unidentiiicd 13-year old thesper 
whom Fidler has under contract. 


DOS Accenting 
Distrib Role In 


0'seas Pix Deals 


David O. Selznick. who returned 
last week from Europe for a two- 
week stay in the United States, 
said his plans for the immediate 
future are te concentrate on ar- 
ranging production of films in 
England, France and Italy. He 





— 





| stated that he would take no active 


part himself in the actual picture- 
making, but would put the deais 
together for European pix to be 
distributed in the Western Hem 
isphere by his Selznick Releasing 
Organization. 

DOS said that as far as produc- 
tion was concerned he aimed to 
help on the scripts. consult on cast- 
ing—using some of his own con- 
tract players in the pix, when pos- 
sible—and supervise the cutting 
of the American version. He'll 
take no part. however, in the actu- 
al studio operation 

His Hollywood plans are vague, 
producer indicated. He flies back 
to Europe next Wednesday (21) 
and probably will remain there the 
rest of the year. His wife, Jenni 
fer Jones, has about eight more 
weeks’ work in England in “Gone 
to Earth,”’ which is being produced 
jointly by DOS and Sir Alexander 

orda. 

Selznick is in Hollywood this 
week cutting “The Third Man,” 
which was recently completed in 
England by Carol Reed and a print 
of which he brought back with 
him. It was likewise a joint Korda- 
Selznick venture. Selznick hopes to 
release it in the U. S. prior to 
Thanksgiving. 

He expects to be back in New 
York from the Coast early next 
week to hold several days of con- 
fabs with Dan O'Shea, his financial 
associate, ,prior to returning to 

(Continued on page 20) 


YATES ABROAD ON 
REP’S FROZEN COIN 


Herbert J. Yates, president of 
Republic. sails for Europe from 
New York next Wednesday (21). 
He'll confab in London with execs 
of British Lion, which distributes 
Rep product in Furope, and ex- 
plore possible uses of the com- 
pany’'s frozen coin in Britain. 

He'll be abroad four to six 
weeks, visiting France and other 
countries on the Continent, as well 
as England. Yates was also over- 
seas last year. He's due in New 
York from the Coast in time for 
a board meeiing tomorrow ‘Thurs- 
day’, which has been advanced be- 


cause of his Burepean trip. 


Stromboli’ Would Go 
As Is Sans Roberto 


Hollywood, Sept. 13 

RKO is cutting a major part of 
“Stromboli” here, still waiting for 
final three days shooting from 
director Roberto Rossellini. 

Sid Rogell, RKO production 
head, has screened rough-cut in 
present form, and says if footage 
now in Italy isn't forthcoming 
‘soon, film will go out as is. 
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FHHIBS BALK ON Once Again, Both Majors and Indies 


AIDS, ‘SHORTAGES’ Are Tiffing on Divvy of Foreign Take 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 

Theatre Owners of America is 
taking a tone more frankly critical 
of the ipanies at the cur- 
rent convention here than in any 
time in the history of the organi- 
zation. Attitude of the rank-and- 
file presages some future rough 
battles between distribs and ex- 
hibs, even those affiliated up to 
now with the majors, which can 
grow even more acid after divorce- 
ment. Possible repercussions on the 
current all-industry public rela- 
tions program is also seen although 
the TOA board today (Tues.) 
okayed the Chicago proposals. 

Surprisingly strong sentiments 
on the majors were expressed to- 
day (Tues.) by Si Fabian, TOA 
exec committee chairman and prez 
of the new National Exhibitors 
Film Co., in a speech to the con- 
ventioneers explaining the birth of 
the unit which will fiack indie pro- 
duction. Fabian cracked down on 
Hollywood, claiming an _ artificial 
product shortage was being created 
A fight against the present bidding 
system as a way of jacking up rent- 
als has also developed. 

In the first two days of the con- 
vention, some important steps 
were taken. They were 

1. Election of Sam Pinanski, 
head of American Theatres 
chain, as president of TOA, 
succeeding Arthur Lockwood 

Designation of Lockwood as 

board chairman in place of 

Ted Gamoble. 

2. Board approval of the 

(Continued on page 9) 


“wainn age 
seeagOr CON 


Blumberg Sees an Ma 8 Biz 
2-3 Years Ahead of Other 


Industries on Stabilizing 


NY. J. Blumberg, 
Universal Pictures, sees the last 
two or three years’ reorganization 
process of the film industry as de- 
cidedly on the plus side. For one 
thing, it spells the stabilization of 
the business. He deplores the ex- 
treme fluctuations that obtain, or 
seem to obtain, in lush times, when 
the mercurial tendencies are such 
as to catapult one company to ex- 
treme heights and, conversely, to 
extraordinary depths. 

The idea of bringing costs down 
and, at the same time, striving for 
a better product is something 
which the picture business spear- 

(Continued on page 20) 


president of 





Davie’s U Stock Sale 


Washington, Sept. 13. 
Preston Davie, director with Uni- 
versal, has sold a block of 1,000 
shares of U's common. 
Davie now holds 2,409 shares of 
the company's stock 


Divorcement Can 
Modify LB Mayer's 
New M-G Contract 


Louis B. Mayer's new five-year 
ticket as first veepee and produc- 
tion chief of Metro may be called 
off before its normal expiration 
date by either side if divorcement 
is forced on the company Under 
the terms of the new contract sub- 
stantial divestiture gives both 
Mayer and Metro the right to ter- 
minate six months after written 
notice. The new pact also cuts 
Mayer's overall maximum yearly 
earnings to $300,000 from its pre- 
vious ceiling of $500,000, it has 
been learned 

Contract extending his tenure of 
office to Aug. 31, 1954, leaves no 
doubt as to who is the studio boss 
It states succinctly: “Mr. Mayer 
shall be director of all studio ac- 
tivities of Loew's.” It moreover 





flatly provides that Mayer is to be 
elected first veepee 
Another possibility for ending 


the Mayer ticket before its regular 
expiration date is provided. Either 
side, pact reads, may terminate the 
employment on Aug. 31, 1951 ‘(two 
years after its inception) by giving 
written notice on or before June 
30 of that year. 

The $300,000 ceiling applies to 
both fixed salary and percentage 

(Continued on page 20) 


Walker an RKO \ V.P. 


J. Miller Walker, secretary of 
RKO, was elected vice-president of 
both RKO and RKO-Radio Pictures 
at meeting of the directors last 
week. He stiil retains position as 
being secretary of both RKO 
parent corporation and RKO-Radio 
Pix. 

Walker is a veteran executive of 
both companies. 


National Boxoffice Survey 
H.O.’s Fail to Halt Biz Upbeat — ‘Morning’ Takes 


Over Leadership; ‘Heat,’ 


Current week's biz in most key 
cities covered by VARIETY con- 
tinues reflecting the smart fall up- 
beat launched Labor Day week des- 
pite the larger number of hold- 
overs stemming from smash trade 
of previous stanza. Start of school 
in some sections, interest in the 
two red-hot major league pennant 
races and rainy weather is failing 
to cut in as much as might be ex- 
pected. Big totals rolled up by 
new pictures attest revived in- 
terest at the boxoffice generally 

“Top O'Morning” (Par) is pac- 
ing the field with better than $316,- 
000 total in some 16 keys. It is 
definitely pushing ahead of “White 
Heat” (WB), last week's champ, by 
a substantial margin although both 
pictures are now on holdover in 
many spots. 

“I Was Male War Bride” (20th) 
is reaching up for third money, 
with solid to smash sessions in four 
cities. “Come To Stable,” another 
from 20th-Fox stables, will wind 
up fourth while “Jolson Sings 
Again” (Col) is finishing fifth on 
basis of terrifi showings in three 
key cities. 

Sixth place goes to “Rope of 
Sand” (Par), with “Madame Bov- 
ary” (M-G) not far behind. “Siat- 
tery’s Hurricane” (20th) will cop 
eight position while “Good Old 
; Summertime” (M-G) will be ninth. 


‘Bride’ Next Best 


“Great Feeling” (WB). “Roseanna 
McCoy” (RKO) and “Easy Living” 
(RKO) round out the Golden Dozen 
in that order. 

Best runner-up 
“Lost . Boundaries” 
Steal” (RKO) and 
Young” (RKO). 

“Under Capricorn” (WB), which 
is doing very well this session at 
the N. Y. Music Hall, and “Mid- 
night Kiss” (M-G), which hit a new 
house high in Philly opening week, 
shape as outstanding new films. 
Latter is continuing big in second 
stanza also fine in Chicago. “Liv- 
ing” also hints future potentialities. 

“Kid From Cleveland” ‘Rep? is 
doing nicely in Buffalo and Cleve- 
land this round though light in 
N. Y. It had a smash opening week 
in Cleve. “Stool Pigeon” (U) is 
faring better this round than pre- 
viously. 

“Great Sinner” (M-G) shapes so- 
so in Portland, Ore., and medium 
in Louisville currently. “Not Want- 
ed” (FC), big in K.C., looks fine in 
Chi and okay in Louisville. 

“Home of Brave’ (UA) is hot in 
Port. “Brimstone” (Rep) looms 
bright in Chi, good in Providence 
and fine in Washington 


pictures are 
(FC), “Big 
“Mighty Joe 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 


Pages 12-13) 


+ As in the past, 


when faced with 
the problem of divvying up foreign 
funds, the film industry is in a top- 
echelon hassle, it was learned this 
week, on division of funds allo- 
cated for films in Germany by the 
Economic Cooperation Administra- 
tion. Inability of indies to agree 
with majors, and the majors to 
agree among themselves, is causing 
a delay that may go on indefinitely 
preventing films getting their share 
| of the $10,000,000 U. S. appropria- 
‘tion for information media in the 
| Reich. 

All-out effort to arrive at an 
agreement among the majors will 
be made at a session of company 


presidents and foreign managers 
in New York next Monday (19). 
Importance attached to the meeting 
is seen in decision of Eric John- 
ston, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America president, to delay his 
scheduled trip abroad so he can at- 


tend. He has postponed his takeoff 
for Europe until next Tuesday on a 
mission for the ECA (unrelated 
with the film industry) in which 


(Continued on page 20) 


B way Pix Scales 
Back to Prewar 


With the Capitol, N. Y., lower- 
ing its starting price to 55c. and 
trmaming its scale considerably all 

ou. the line, Broadway firstruns 
row fave cut back their admission 
pri structures to near pre-war 
levels. Deluxers in midtown N. Y. 
have chopped off an average of 
15c., with admissions varying ac- 
cording to the hours of day but 
nearly all being lower than even 
a year ago. Some still have the 
same top weekend prices but few 
still go for the $1.80 high unless 
having something extra special. 

Significance of the Cap’s trim 
is that now only the Roxy and 


(Continued on page 20) 
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a ee U’S 75-100 DAY-DATER: 
Exhib ‘Victory’ Forces Industry = °° y'cunre corm. 


To Seek Better Bally, Sez Berger 





Universal is bullish on |t 
Arthur Rank picture. “Christopher | 


ry 


pun cal Jd’ 





W ion 
Varger’s Prod. 


Columbus” (Fredric March), which | > 
so far has 75 day-and-dates for its | s : seal , i 
Atlantic City, Sept. 18. t Columbus Day tecott in aiterien,|— ———- Stes | 
North Central Allied prez 4 Just Black They're all top playdates, with _ ‘West’ Shal! Be South this week put another snag in 
; , -lare { s.) | i i , roadway, as the : , = , : 
ri Tere eset san forced _ Nate Blumberg eed of the cham omeaee nee’ ME) The Gicl Who Took the Waller  Wanger's lifcuties in 
to call last week's ‘public relations annual Universal _ Pictures U ) mo that it may hit 100 dav- Wes! | not de iis taking at setting his deal for production of 
confab in Chieago as a direct result board meeting last Thursday and-daters for this picture, a peak the outset in -— lhe Ay a. a Wh, a or ; 
of exhibitors’ victory in the 25-year (s) with the crack ' booking for the company on a = say nae with co-star Greta Garbo- sahiiods 
fight leading to the recent decree “The truck just backed into saturation campaign of this type. schedu ing 28 ‘ 1ern el gw BF BR — 
on divorcement. Speaking at the the joint and hauled off 97 } * lets om : gional preem, ng today —y J A a e on press 
New Jersey Allied convention here, Ibs. of red ink: I don't think (Wed.) P Atlanta, agentry—the ache ucer has been 
Berger averred that National Al- we'll have more need for it Charlotte, ‘ Birming- involved in trying to get his 
from now en: am pleased to re- ham, N: and other financing straightened out 


lied was mainly responsible for the 


MPSC’s Disputes 


southern tier cities today 


It was learned in New York that 


éxhibs’ triumph in the fight port that we're now more than | 
Allied will offer all possible as- breaking - even and, ‘mn fact, Actually, the reason for the Wanger’s contemplated deal with i 
sistance to distribs in getting the may show a little proit.’ southern preem is simply that Bankers Trust Co., N. Y., for the 





dollar portion of the coin has not 


. 
pub relations campaign under way —_ On Italo Sex Pix U has had a ven to test out the 
Berger said, but set forth the stipu- 9 regional opening idea and gone through, although it is still | 
ation that the dlsiribe mus 2 U Cuts Loss to 7756 ss such a comprehensive lineup open if the producer accedes to 
recognize the small, indie exhibi- , Neil Agnew-Charles Casanave of cities was available just now the bank’s terms. In the mean 
some kind on to the company only: in the time, Wanger is in Paris now and 


tors Fireworks of 


Allied’s stand in the p.r. campaign 


Envisions Break-Even 


unit, Motion Picture Sales Corp 


is in a dispute wiih Feruccio Cara- 


south. 








has been in Rome attempting to 


are expected tomorrow (Wed.), ° ' . = —___—— s¢i up some other scheme of fi- 
when Abram J. Myers, general By End of Fiscal Year meili, Italian producer-distributor, aan nancing y~ will not need Ameri- 
counsel and board chairman, 1S en. o— over its deal for American rights RKO P D d d can ban unds. 
slated to speak. Paramount board mg 4 ‘ 9 og B mee to “Vulcania.” Thats the Anna asses vividen Deal for RKO to distribute the 
chairman Adolph Zukor will also ye * "39 wee Ay —— Magnani starrer ‘her first in Eng- B P fit bl Thi d film, originally known as “Duchess 
address tomorrow's windup ses- ohh A, ' . aamaee aed that lish), directed by William Dieterle ut ro I a e if of Langeaise,” is also in abevance 
sion ' — the company will, a even poo in Italy and known as “Stromboli” N F d and may be called off completely 
lwentieth-Fox sales veepet iomn i ieek edeem a serie until the latter title was preempt Quarter Ow xpecte hinging partially on financing 
Andy W. Smith, J: guesting at ° o - Some , aes - ~ ed by RKO for the Ingrid Berg ;, plans. The entire deal as Wanger 
the meet today, called for some ©N°® me. Citing the Bae man-Robert Rossellini film Resumption of dividend pas originally set it is extremely com- 
uniform clearance policy to be set writeoff of expensive but weak pix ~ ieee ; : _ _, ments by RKO in the neat future tom pr he is ~ rt a oan 
. : the benefit of released in 48. the new deal with Caramelli, through his New York j, regarded as likely by top RKO- P'®*. | , = meres aa 
ok RE Smith noted J- Arthur | Rank and improved lawyer, James Murray, has served ors based on current returns being Eugene Frenke and with two 
aneagetd se + nay mame ynd «8rosses in the past six weeks, one a notice of termination on MPSC racked up by the company Afte: Italians who get Italian rights to 
pane Ao saggy et a r he f ture spokesman tor the company de- He claimed that MPSC hadn { made a bad second quarter in which RKO ~~ = oe eee oe = 
: i ee ald. established. cus- clared last week For the first payments due him for the rights. felt tne double-edged slash ef ' ents in hey rec up hew in- 
a” arising t of the time in two years, we can turn It had made an initial payment of peyenues from both distribution Y@Stment plus an undisclosed per- 
tomers, both arising oul 0 around.” $30,000 and was to give $50,000 and its theatre chain because of the ©®™'age. 


most im- 


ies tesinn ed distribs | While U's loss for three quarters —_ ae ee . “+ nave late spring slump, company Is 4 Saas Wes Bwvy Yeo 
now and said that time, and is substantial, it is still far less [Ot —_ mss, Goseremns to Murray. ing a rally in its third stanza Re- Bankers Trust stipulation to 
above all a realistic approach and than the $1.709.807 worth of red MPSC claims that Caramelli has port for the third quarter, ending which Wanger won't accede is that 
complete cooperation,’ are neces- ink reported for the equivalent been trying to up the terms of the at the close of September, will it must have a lien on worldwide 
sary to solve them period of last year For the third deal because value of the pic has again show a profit, it is said income of the film, as is customary 
Pointing out that 20th had re- quarter, ended July 30 loss came grown considerably since Agnew Following a decision of the RKO ‘n ail such film loans. Because 
duced clearances to the advant- to $309,776 against $1.942.674 suf and Casanave came to thet! Origl- board late last week to pass its oO! the partnerships abroad. Wanger 
age of its customers, Smith said fered in “48 Final figure in ‘48 nal agreement with him. Caramelli ysyal 15¢ per share quarterly wants to give the bank only a lien 
this had created problems because WS $3.162.812 behind the break- is said to have had other recent divvy, its stock on the New York on Western Hemisphere income. 
“each individual distributor has a €Ven point offers of as high as $200,000 for exchange went into a minor dip. Bank's insistence on sticking to iis 
different clearance and availability Recent deal with Rank gives U American right-. and MPSC main- On Thursday (8), in the wake of the policy is pointed up by the loan 
arrangement Resultant con- the right to retain over $1,000,000 tains that it is his desire to accept announcement. RKO common slid it made to Wanger on “Joan of 
fusion has left the theatreowner in future U. S. revenues from the 4 better deal that has led to the 5g of a point with a big 28.300 Are.” It may well be that the 
in a position where there is un- Britisher’s pix released here by the stoppage of payments shares changing hands. Next day foreign income will be the safety 
certainty as to the pictures he'll company Included in these films Murray has been meeting with stock held fairly firm, dipping area that permits the bank to get 

receive and when he'll get them. are “Hamlet which still has its Agnew and Casanave in New York only ‘8 to 7'2 closing price after its coin back. 

Smith averred exhibs could do general release ahead of it, and during the past week, and it is be- 9500 shares were traded By Mason said on the Coast that he 
more to solve the problem than “Christopher Columbus regarded lieved likely that a compromise yesterday (‘Tues stock was firm was wtihdrawing from the pic be- 
he could but offered them all help by t as a promising entry in the arrangement will be made. Dieterle with the closing price at 7°s cause of postponements resulting 
possible U.S. scene Christopher” will be is now editing the film in Italy RKO board's action resulted from the financial complications 
As for old customers, the 20th 8iven mass preems in October. Casanave declared this week that from an operational loss of $157, He stated that $75,000 which was 
veepee said it was no longer pos: Another important factor which MPSC would definitely have the g4o for the second quarter although to be put in escrow in New York 
Continued on page 23) should help the company are the pic. He said there was no doubt at sale of theatre assets, mainly the as part payment of his salary had 
negotiations to win approximately all as to outcome of the negotia- company’s interest in the Butter- not been deposited. He was to 


‘Innocence’ Yarn Still 


Tied to UA Under Prior 


$4,000,000 in tax rebates from the 
Treasury Dept. Reportedly, an of- 
fer of some $2.000.000 has been 


made by the T-men but U is hold- 


tions One of the reasons pay- 
ments were not made. he declared, 
was at Dieterle’s requests because 
of difficulties with Caramelli. 


field chain, gave it a net of $1.169.- 
557. Directors felt that cash ob- 
tained through the sale of capital 
assets should not be depleted by 








have left the Coast Monday ‘12 
with his family and flown to Italy 
today (Wednesday). Meantime, 
Miss Garbo, according to Italian 





~ , . 
: wn Key 7 a ——. It is ex- Casanave added, incidentally, that ordering a dividend which could news reports, is objecting to { 
Deal: Deutsch Ss Impasse pected that the rebate coin will MPSC has made another dea! with not be paid out of normal profits. photogs and reporters hounding 
) , find its way into U's coffers dur- Dieterle to produce “Rachel” in Net for the first half-year. includ- her in Italy and wants the picture ' 
_Efforts to effect a deal whereby 'ng the coming fiscal year. France later this year. ing $1,037,480 in the opening quar- ™oved to Paris, threatening to pull ' 
pa ee — > . “ In the meantime, MPSC is con- ter, totals $2,207,037. out otherwise. 
on “This Side of Innoce imui : eel : : . —_ 
9 that Armand Deutsch could ZANUCK DEFERS RETURN om ny yt ay hs ee Divvy-passing adds point to the 1 
produce Taylor Caldwell — best- at less cost than having its own Hughes Se comeing mee | 4 A. to N. Y. ) 
seller for Metro have failed. There | ; F lly S, Bs 
; : ia men. It named Tom Bailey last holder, for a postponement of the Fay Baint | 
is just a slight possibility that a ° eek t . it i : . iz - : ay Bainter 
_ ; a pat . : week to represent it in the Denver- Noy. 8 divorcement deadline. Dis- Compton Bennett | 
new attempt to come to an agree- rwentieth-Fox production veepee Salt Lake City territory on a fran- tribution has been down for the Milton Berl 
ment will be made during the Darryl F. Zanuck. originally slated chise basis Jac ; 2 , 7 erie 
& ta se basis. Jack Ellis the pre- entire year and loss of the theatre Don Castle | 
current visit of UA prexy Grad to return to the U.S. last weekend vious week was given the franchise c¢hai igh lie d red- ‘at 
Sears io the Coast from Europe hb: 1 1 his tri i =" : cna GM spel comtinuss re Dan Cathcart 
ar’ ast. : L : pe 1aS postponed his trip for handling MPSC pix in the New ink operations for the solo produc- Marge & G Ch . ' 
nestne . 4 , - a week and is now due bac -| ¥e are ee eer g rower Champion 
Deutsch, now a_ producer at isn due back Mon- York area. tion-distribution outfit leanne Crai ) 
Metro, committed the picture to day (19). Studio chief is bringing cements R ; ; coiliace ae H D ra i 
UA release when he was with the back from Paris a print of his most | In Toronto Mixup ' KO is the second mejor te pass Steve Be — | 
presently defunct Story Produc- recent personal production, | ~~ : regular dividends since the end of , eve Hannagan 
tions. Sears won't give up the “Pinky,” which he edited abroad, a Toronto, Sept. 13 the war. Universal, several years John J. Hill 
commitment without cash or other and is expected to remain in New Trial is set for late this month ng uapentes gayumnte. Lat sr wag Rr nena 
compensation Producer Stanley York for the picture's preem at the OF eazly October on a dispute be- es is expected to renew dividends — —— 
Kramer, who owns a 5‘) interest Broadway Rivoli. tentatively sched- tween Paul Maynard and his part- S°™® =e GSES puee. eon L. Jascke 
in the property. has been attempt- led for Sept. 29 ners here on ownership of “Sins of = wane Juarez . 
ing to get Deutsch and Sears Date of Zanuck's return after 10 the Fathers,” ._— Results will adie — 
together to salvage his potential weeks in Europe on combined determine Maynard's right to have Gertrude Lawrence Ji : M H ch 
profits. business and vacation also marks —_ c deal with Motion Picture ‘ o 9 arthet Michaed 
Deutsch is also understood to the 15th anniversary of his taking ° wry orp. of New York, giving F Gla M Davi i 
have tried to buy out the author's Over the top production job at 20th. — oe Ss Gee sal ” —— an Gane 
interest. She received $100,009 Company has not publicized the ‘®8®- : Metyweed, Sept. 13. Dean Stockwell | 
against 10°. of the producer's fact too widely in the trade but Pending outcome of the suit, Gertrude Lawrence draws the Paul Vogel 
share of the gross. He at one time instead has set aside the current MPSC has ceased payments for the Laurette Taylor role in “Glass William Wellman 
offered $100,000 fer the 10°, buat week of the running branch man- U. S. rights. According to local Menagerie” for Warner Bros. She'll Carey Wilson | 
she refused. latest emer was vre- 48ers’ testimonial sales drive as a attorneys for the plaintiffs, MPSC get $75,000. | 
portedly much jess tian that. Sook ~ Personal tribute to him. made a down payment of $10.000 English actress’ last American 
was publisheu ip .946 Zanuck also will bring back with to Maynard against a total ot $50.- picture was “Stage Door Canteen.” N. Ve to L. A. 
Miss Ceiuwel, inacidersally, has him a print of “12 O'clock High.” 000 to be paid over a period of also fer WB, in 1943. Barney Balaban 
the unique ¢ stinction of having which he edited in Paris. While time. Nothing beyond the original — Solen Burry | 
sold tour yaras to tiollywood with- abroad, he supervised final pro- 10G has been handed over. but at- Mindy Carso 
out a single one ever being prod- duction work on three of 20th’s ‘OPMeys say that Maynard has made Europe to N. Y Steve Cochra 
veed. Initialer was her first pub- major upcoming releases. “Black 4 "€W deal whereby he is to get the . : . Gary Cooper 
Jished novel, “Dyu.sty of Death,” Rose,” “Night and City” and “Two mext $40,000 of MPSC’s receipts on Mr. & Mrs. Irving Allen Michaei Curtiz 
bought by Walter Wanzer in 1938. Corridors East.’ He also set plans he pic. dl Berger Laraine Day | 
Jt was about ¢ fariy that grew for the filming during the coming It is understood that “Fathers” sos re Busch Kirk Douglas | 
wealthy makieg mvaitions and was year of “Lydia Bailey” in Haiti; has not done too well in the U. S. — Cotten Lynn Farnoi | 
Thade unsu't ble ‘or production by “21 Bow Street ' story of Scotland partly because of public apathy and bh cae — Henry Glenar | 
the wars Yard, for England: and Nevil partly because of censorship prob- u o — Sid Glenar | 
Author s second book acquired Shute’s “No Highway” for England lems . a Fontaine Louis Jourdan ) 
ond filming was The Turnbulls and Newfeundland. cansetinssienebinntiiitinssmeeii pte ad — Harry M. Kalmine 
ought by Stuart Scheftel, theatre Zanuck said 200) , aries Miller 4 la I 
— i La : » would continue : Angela Lansbury 
apecains and educational pic prod- to produce abroad whenever stories N. Y. to Europe Nicola Moscona Ted McCord 
ucer, Story Productions, in which are found that fi . Seal Daniel O'Shea Albert G. Mill 
ete and Seamer ; BES | a ound that fit specific back- Robert B. Benjamin Jimmy Savo d , er 
mt “Famer were part- grounds. He was quoted in Europe Eric Bentley ~ George J. Schaefer 
nered with Hai Horne, bouht the as he : , i . J , Serge Semenenkw 4. W. Sch 
‘1 as having said that ne. American, Sidney L. Bernstein S. Ww. Schwalberg 
next two, “innocence” and “The film « Bb.» 2 : Murray Silverstone Peter Sh 
Wide Hous — company should produce there Morris Houghton Rise Stevens a onaw 
My se vatter is how owned unless it can make use of special Arthur B. Krim S Ww : i Sherry Shrouds : 
y Kramer, who acquired it in the pictorial and historical back-. M , | Sam Wanamaker George T. Shupert 
dissolution of SP. jm “ ac = —— Herbert Marshall Joseph Warton Lawrence Tibbett 
gnes Moorehead Darryl F. Zanuck j Hal Wallis 1 
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Distribs Askance at House Nut’ 


Before %,; Claim Geared Too High INT'| MARKF? 


Next move by distribs in their? 


continuing effort to up rental re- 
turns is expected to be an on- 
slaught against the figures which 
many theatremen have fixed as the 
operating nut of their houses Dis- 
tribs claim these are inflated and 
must be brought down to more 
realistic levels if there’s to be a 
fair shake for producer as well as 
exhibitor. : 

Deals in many firstrun situations 
are based on the figure which the 
theatre op claims is the minimum 
cost to him of running his house. 
He is permitted to recoup this 
amount by taking an abnormall) 
large chunk out of a film’s first re- 
ceipts and then there is a more 
even division of income after that. 

This whole system is wrong, dis- 
tribs say, because it puts all of the 
chance-taking on the producer and 
none on the exhib. Latter is vir- 
tually sure at least to cover his 
costs and make a little profit, while 
the producer can well come out 
with nothing if the pic proves a 
dud. Acknowledging that that is 
perhaps as it should be—although 
the producers don’t really see why 
exhibs shouldn't do some chance- 
taking, too—distribs maintain the 
theatremen are “being completely 
unfair by inflating their break-even 


figures.” 
Amounts now used by most 
houses ‘as their nut were estab- 


lished back in the heydays of 1946- 
47, the distribs declare, and were 
known to be generous even then. 
Costs, they say, have come down 
considerably in the past couple 
(Continued on page 63) 


Deal Set to Sell 
Paramount Bldg. 


In a complex deal involving the 
creation of a new holding corpora- 
tion, Paramount is preparing to sell 
its Times Sq. homeoffice building 
which houses the Paramount thea- 
tre for $9,250,000. The new corpo- 
ration, owned by Par, will take 
title to the building, it is under- 








Al Horwits’ Baseball Pic 


Holiywood, Sept. 13 

Al Horwits, Universal's 
publicity chief, may ankle his cur- 
rent job with U in favor of turning 
producer. Understood that Horwits 
is dickering with Connie Mack, vet- 
eran manager of the Philadelphia 
Athletics, for the film rights to 
Mack’s life. He wants to produce 


studio 


a baseball epic under the label 

“The Connie Mack Story.” 
Horwits was formerly a _ Philly 

baseball reporter assigned to the 


Athletics 


Goldwyn and WB 


Happy in Selling 
Away from Fox 


Samuel Goldwyn Productions 
last week followed the lead of 
Warner Bros. in opening itself to 


the wrath of Fox-Intermountain by 
selling “‘Roseanna McCoy” to John 
P. Wolfberg in Denver for day-and- 
date preem in his downtown house 
and two drive-ins. Arrangement is 
highly unusual, but both WB and 
Goldwyn are very well pleased 
with it, claiming it multiplies their 
firstrun film rental out of Denver 
by several times. 

Wolfberg has four ozoners sur- 
rounding the town and the Broad- 
way theatre in the centre of the 
cits Arrangement is for a two- 
week engagement at the Broadway 
with the first week day-and-date 
with two of the drive-ins and the 
second stanza day-and-date with 
the other two. 

Until he derived the combo deal 
with the fresh-air theatres, Wolf- 
Yerg had been having a great deal 
of difficulty for the past few years 


| getting product for his Broadway. 


siood, and then sell the equity and | 


the lease on the Paramount thea- 
tre separately. It is expected that 
some $6,000,000 will 
from the equity and another $3,- 
250.000 on the theatre lease. 


Transaction will be financed by 
the Prudential Insurance Co. which 
will put up a major part of the 
coin. Prudential, however, is not 
expected to take back title to the 
property but rather a first mort- 
Sage. Building is presently owned 
by Par free and clear of any mort- 
Bage. 

Under any arrangement, the new 
United Paramount circuit which 
comes into being Jan. 1 wild retain 
operation of the flagship theatre. 
Transaction merely means that the 
circuit will pay rental to whatever 
party purchases the lease. 

As part of the proposed deal, a 
minor boost in the rental now paid 


by the theatre to the parent Par:-— 


mount company is contemplated. 


At present, Paramount theatre pays. 


a minimum of $200,000 yearly on a 

Percentage lease scaled at 1% for 

every $250,000 grossed by the house 

te a ceiling of 25% of the entire 

take. It is likely the minimum wi!! 
raised to $250,000. 

After sale of the building, a mod- 
erate boost in square footage 
charges against tenants other than 
he theatre is probable. Under- 
stood, however, that Par will seek 


to limit the boost as 
contract of sale part of the 


Milstein Joins Cinecolor 
Hollywood, Sept. 13. 
m.. J. Milstein, former sales 
Ne aneer for Du Art Film Corp., 
. Y., joins Cinecolor as special 
Saies representative to work with 


ar} Herzog, exec veepee, on cus- 
er relations. 





be realized | 


He's been something of a maverick 
and has been in constant battle 
with his competition, which con- 
sists of five rox houses and the 
RKO-operated Orpheum. 


WB was first to take the day-and- 
date deal for “Look for the Silver 
Lining” and followed with “Girl 


'from Jones Beach.” Goldwyn is 


|in currently with “Roseanna.” Both 


outfits are highly pleased with the 
results. 

While the setup admittedly takes 
a lot out of a pic as far as the sub- 
sequents are concerned, both WB 
and Goldwyn distrib exec contend 
that is immaterial. They point out 
that first run film rental from 
Wolfberg is running three or four 
times what they got out of initial 
engagements in Denver previously, 
while all the subsequents in town 
only produce about $2,000 for a 
moderately important pic. 





De Rochemont’s ‘Prison’ 
Not Releasing Via FC? 


Film Classics and Louis de 
Rochemont have crossed wires on 
distrib plans for the next pic to be 
produced by the Readers Digest-de 
Rochemont company. Joseph Bern- 
hard, prexy of FC which is releas- 
ing deRochement’s “Lost Boundar- 
ies,” recently announced that his 


company is set to handle the pro- | 
“Prison | 
DeRochement, | 


ducer’s upcoming film, 
Without A Wall.” 
however, claims “no plans for dis- 
tribution have as yet been made,” 
| leaving the door open for dickers 
| with other companies. 

| Current relations between FC 
‘and deRochement, however, are 
continuing on an amicable basis. 
| FC's sales force has been driving 
for high terms on “Lost Boundar- 
ies” and rentals in spots where the 
pic has opened have proved to be 
satisfactory. It's understood, how- 
ever, that “Boundaries” b.o. click 
is cueing deRochemont’s move to 


Milstein formerly was worldwide switch over to a bigger distrib com- 


manager for Republic. 


pany. 


+ 


AEVERSE FIE 





| 
Echoing the concluded Anglo- 
American financial consultations of 
rovernment biggies in Washington 
J. Arthur Rank, Britain's prime 
filmmaker, is embarking on an all- 


out drive for dollars. In his new 
campaign to heip both his own 
empire and the British search fo1 
dollars, Rank is calling on every 
maneuver in the books, including 
pix made specially for the inter- 


national market; joint production 
ventures with American companies; 
and even the sale of U. S. distri- 
bution rights to some of his films 


for hard dollars 
Visit of Earl St. John, Rank’s 
new production boss, to the U. S 


which ended last week put much of 
the final touches to the big cam- 
paign now completely blueprinted 
The plan got its start earlier this 
summer, it has been learned, when 
John Davis, Rank’s chief aide, was 
in the States on a flying quickie 
Davis Nate J. Blumberg, Uni- 
versal’s prez. inaugurated the line 
of thinking 

The dollar drive 
far-reaching change in 
the Rank empire and a complete 
reversal of the oldtime British 
stand voiced by Rank and his sub- 
ordinates on frequent 
That stand, now being discarded, 
was that the British must aim their 
pix for the home market, and, if 
they did, the overseas kudoes and 
patronage would follow as a matter 
of course. Pressure for dollars has 

‘Continued on page 22) 


represents a 
policy by 


Cowan-Marx Bros. Pic 
In the Middle Between 
Consol. and DeLuxe Labs 


Battle between Lester Cowan and 
Consolidated Laboratories over 
approximately $30,000 latter claims 
the producer owes it is holding up 
distribution of the Marx Bros.- 
starrer, “Love Happy.” Since 
United Artist has only four prints 
and Consolidated won't release the 
negative for processing of any 
more, distrib has ordered its ex- 
changes to cease selling the pic 
and accept no dates. It was origi- 
nally on the release slate for late 
August, but has now been pushed 
back indefinitely by UA, pendigg 
receipt of further prints. 

Cowan is understood to have 
negotiated a loan from Consoli- 
dated on the basis of its doing his 
production lab work. He _ then 
arranged a further loan from 
DeLuxe Labs on the promise that 
it would get the order for release 
prints. This has led to a dispute 
in which Consolidated has refused 
to turn the negative over to De- 
Luxe so it can make the prints. 

Film has played a few engage- 
ments with the four prints now 
available and has done moderately 
well. In the meantime, Eagle Lion 
this week sends into release the 
|reissue of Cowan's “Story of GI 
Joe.” On the basis of that deal, 
_the producer negotiated a loan of 
$75,000 from Chemical Bank & 
Trust Co., N. Y., to permit him 
to complete “Love Happy.” Chemi- 
cal took its lien on 


occasions 


| be bettered for some time, 
| matters cf motion pictures 
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See No Devaluation 

American film prospects in 
Britain remain clouded follow 
ing announcement in Washing- 
ton that an Anglo-American 


fiscal agreement has been 
reached by the two govern 
ments. If the deal stops the 


flight of dollars from Britain 
without further restrictions on 
imports, chances of American 


distribs holding their present 
ground or even bettering it is 
good. 

On the other hand. Sir 


Stafford Cripps, British Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, de 
clared after the announcement 
that even more austerity may 
be required which could mean 
a cut in films 


U.S. Situation In 
Britain Won't Get 
Worse—Cripps 


Washington, Sept. 1: 

There is no foreseeable prospect 
of the American film industry situ- 
ation getting any worse in Britain, 
although the chances are it will not 
and the 
will not 
come up at the cur ent interna- 
tional monetary conferences. That 
is the way the situation shapes up 
in Washington, despite reports that 
something affecting pictures is 
liable to be brought into the Anglo- 
American fiscal talks 

Sir Stafford Cripps, British Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, made clear 
most of this last week, when he ad- 
dressed a luncheon of the National 
Press Club. Cripps was asked if 
the British government contem- 
plated any further curbs on im- 
ports of U. S. films in the near 
future, or if there would be any 
further restrictions on the remit- 
tances of U. S. film companies. 

“The answer is,” replied Sir 
Stafford, “not so far as I am 
aware.” 

His attitude indicated that things 
would remain the same for some 
time. This indirectly gave the tip- 





wff that the subject would probably 


“GI Joe,” | 


rather than “Leve Happy” since. 


there were prior creditors on the 
latter. 


SCHAEFER-KRAMER IN 
RENEWAL DISCUSSION 


George J. Schaefer leaves New 
York for the Coast next Mon- 
day (19) for two weeks of con- 
fabs with Stanley Kramer on re- 
newal of his pact as sales rep for 
the producer. It is expected that 
they will ink a new deal by which 
Schaefer, former RKO and United 
Artists prexy, will rep Kramer on 
“The Men,” which is about to go 
into production. 

Schaefer, it is understood, will 
again get 3°% of the gross, as he 
has on Kramer’s previous three 
films, “So This Is New York,” 
“Champion” and “Home of the 
; Brave,” 





;}ment to 


i 


\ 


not be brought up at the confer- 
ences with U. S. Treasury and State 
Department toppers. 
Only likelihood of the matter de- 
veloping would be if members of 
Congress were suddenly to demand 
some action. Senator William 
Knowland (R., Calif.) does have an 
amendment to the reciprocal trade 
act extension which would bar ben- 
efits to countries clapping restric- 
tions on our products in violation 
of the General Agreement on Trade 
and Tariffs. However, nothing 
much is expected to come of this 





State Dept. Pressuring 
Brit. on Quota, Is Claim 


London, Sept. 13 

Allegations that the U. S. State 
Dept. was putting the strongest 
pressure on the British govern- 
abolish or substantially 
reduce the British quota, was made 
at the annual Trades Unien Con- 
gress by Ralph Bond, vice-presi- 
dent of the Assn. ef Cine and Al- 
lied Technicians. 

Commenting on the slashing of 
British schedules, Bond declared 
that a considerable portion of 
films produced in Britain before 
long would be American, and fi- 
nanced out of frozen assets If 
Hollywood pressure on the motion 
picture industry succeeds, it will 
kill production of Brtish films. 
Similar pressure, he added, had 
brought the French and Italian 
film industries to the brink of 
ruin. 

Believing that the current Wash- 
ington negotiations may lead to a. 

(Continued on page 56) 


RANK’S ALL-OUT DRIVE FOR PIX $ 


[Gov't Seeks 1-Yr. Divorcement Limit; 
ANN Plans Wide Probe of Big 3 Theatres 


Dept. of Justice is getting set for 
a tremendous enterprise which 
would involve the investigation of 
every affiliated theatre owned by 
20th-Fox, Warner Bros. and Metro 
throughout the country, it has been 
learned. The probe will be made 
to determine which theatres the 
Government will ask be divested 
from the three circuits after they 
are divorced from the parent pro 
duction-distribution companies. No 
specific request for divestiture will 
be made by the D of J, it is un- 
derstood, until the investigation is 
completed. 

With the Government's proposed 
decree now taking final shape, it 
is indicated that the majors will be 
given a fair:yv free hand in map- 
ping their own divorcement of the- 
atre biz from production-distribu 
tion. Whether a _ trusteeship of 
stock along the lines provided in 
the Paramount consent decree is 
provided will be up to the com 
panies themselves Government 
will reserve opinion until the ma- 
jors offer their own plans. No ob- 
jection will be raised so long as 
the divorcement is real and not 
simulated, it is indicated 

Government's proposed decree, 
now at the printer's, is reported to 


require the majors to submit di- 
vorcement plans in less than six 
months. Previously, D. of J. was 


willing to give the three compan- 
(Continued on page 56) 


Woolf's Anglo-US. 
Production Setup 


London, Sepi. 13 

Expanding British projects for 
joint Anglo-American productions 
John C. Woolf's new distrib and 
production financing company is 
setting an initial program of 12 pix 
to be made mainly with Yank stars 
and directors. Woolf, formerly co- 
director of J. Arthur Rank’s main 
distrib outfit, General Film Distrib- 
utors, formerly exited the company 
Friday (9). 

Deals between Woolf and Amer- 
ican producers wil! be similar to 
the ones recently set up by Ear! St. 
John in Hollywood for Rank. 
Woolf's plans call for a territorial 
division of distrib rights in which 
American indie producers would 
loan the stars and directors to Brit- 
ish filmmakers in return for exclu- 
sive U. S. franchises on the pic- 
tures. 


KORDA MAY VISIT N.Y. IN 
OCT. ON LATIN PIX DEAL 


Sir Alexander Korda has tenta- 
tive plans to come to New York 
from London in October. He will 
be in the U. S. to finalize a deal 
now being worked out for distribu- 
tion of his product in Latin Amer- 
ica. 

Producer's projected trip might 
interfere with the Joint Anglo- 
American Film Council sessions 
that are tentatively slated for Lon- 
don in October. Korda is one of 
the three British reps on the Coun- 
cil. Decision is expected shortly 
on when—and whether—the meet- 
ing is to -e held. 

In the meantime, Korda’s U. § 
rep, Morris Helprin, has a deal 
pending for block sale of a group 
of the producer's pix to an undis- 
closed buyer for distribution in 
this country. Package comprises 
“Dolwyn,” “Saints and Sinners,” 
“Small Back Room” and “Bonnie 
Prince Charlie.” . 

Korda currently has five pix in 
production under the banner of his 
London Film Productions. “Hap- 
piest Days of Your Life” is being 
directed and produced by Frank 
Launder; “Seven Days to Noon” is 
a Boulting Bros. production; “My 
Daughter Joy” is a Gregory Ratoff 
production, now on location at San 
Remo, Italy; “State Secret” is a 
Launder-Gilliat film on location at 
Trento, Italy, and “Cure for Love” 
is a Robert Donat production in 





‘which Donat also stars. 
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SHOWMANSHIP 
LEADER 


MERY + ANN BLYTH. '® « 
ihe, WY DARLING 


with JANE COME 


Running stronger than ever in its 
fourth week at the Criterion The- 
gtre, New York. Showing tremen- 

ous power in first openings all 
over the country. 
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Under Capricorn 
(COL OR) 
Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Warner Bros. release of Alfred Hitch- 
@ock (Transatlantic Pictures) production, 
@irected by Hitchcock. Stars Ingrid Berg- 
man, Joseph Cotten, Michael Wilding; 
features Margaret Leighton, Cecil Parker, 
Denice O'Dea, Jack Wetting. Screenplay, 
James Bridie; adaptation, Hume Cronyn; 
on novel by Helen Simpson; cam- 
eras ‘Technicolor), Jack Cardiff, Paul Bee- 
son, lan en. David McNeilly, Jack 
aste; music, Richard Addinsell; editor. 
> . tes. Tradeshewn Sept. 6, ‘49. 
Running time, 116 MINS. 
Lady Henrietta Flusky 
Sam Flusky 
Hon. Charles Adare 
Milly 
H. E. the Governor 
Mr. Corrigan 
Winter 


The Coachman 





Ingrid Bergman 
Joseph Cotten 
Michael Wilding 
Margaret Leighton 
Cecil Parker 
Denis O'Dea 

Jack Watling 
Harcourt Williams 


Mr. Potier John Ruddock 
Mr. Banks Bill Shine 
The Rev. smiiey Victor Lucas 
Mr. Riges Ronald Adam 
Major Wilkins o« Francias de Wolff 
Dr. Macallister — G. H. Mulcaster 
Sal nine Olive Sloane 
Fic Maureen Delaney 
Susan Julia Lang 


Martha Betty McDermott 


“Under Capricorn” is fortunate 
in having a number of exploitable 
angles that can be used to parlay 
sturdy initial grosses. On the long 

ull through all situations, though, 

oxoffice will be spotty. Ingrid 
Bergman name will be a potent 
help, and there are Technicolor, 
Joseph Cotten and Alfred Hitch- 
cock as added lures to get ticket 
sales going, even though it doesn’t 


appear likely momentum will be 
maintained in the general market. 

It is overlong and talky, with 
scant measure of the Hitchcock 
thriller tricks that could have 
sharpened general reception. A 
moody melodrama, full of long 


speeches and obvious movement, it 
uses up one hour and 56 minutes 
in developing a story that would 
have had more impact had not 
Hitchcock dwelt so tediously on 
expanded single scenes. He gives it 
some air of expectancy, but this 
flavor eventually becomes buried in 
the slow resolution of tangled hu- 
man relationships into a happy end- 
ing. 

Essentially, plot concerns a gen- 
tlewoman who marries below her 
station in life, becomes a dipso but 
eventually find happiness. The 
tortuous emotional gamut through 
which Miss Bergman runs lends it- 
self to exploitation angles that will | 
attract the femme ticket buyers. It 
is the latter that will give “‘Capri- 
corn” its best reception. Miss Berg- 
man’s scenes have her own partic- 
ular brand of thesping magic. On 
their own, they glow, but when 
combined with the other lengthy 
sequences the effect is dulled. 

Time of the plot is 1831, in Syd- 
ney, N.S.W., during that period 
when a convict, after serving his 
time, could start life anew with a 
clean slate. Such a man is Joseph 
Cotten, former groom and now Miss 
Bergman's husband. Cotten has be- 
come a man of wealth, but is not 
accepted socially. 

That fact, along with his past 
crime—the killing of his wife's 
brother, a deed committed by Miss 
Bergman but for which he took the 
blame—are the motives stressed as 
causing the wife's addiction to the 
bottle. However, the finale rushes 
in to place the blame for all the 
unhappiness on the shoulders of a 
jealous housekeeper, who fosters) 
the emotional! play in the hopes she | 
will catch Cotten. 

In an opening sequence, Hitch- 
cock plants fact that Australian | 
aborigines shrink the heads of their 
victims. One hundred minutes later 
he uses a mummified head as the 
single shocker in the footage. It 
will cause a round of horrified 
gasps. In between, he is just as 
obvious in the development, result- 
ing in a regrettable lack of the an- 
tic'vated Hitchcock subtleties. 

key character in the events 
that put Miss Bergman back on the 
road to happiness is played by Mi- 
chael Wilding, a name in British 
films. He is seen as a dashing 
young Irishman whose interest in 
the dipso helps to straighten her 
out. He will be liked. Margaret | 
Leighton does the housekeeper, an 
unrelievead heavy so obvious that 
the other characters should have 
seen through her. Cecil Parker 
does nice work as the governor of 
Australia and there are capable 
erformances by such Britishers.as 
enis O'Dea and Jack Watling, 
arv-ong others. 

“hotography is another example 
of Hitchcock's bent for an extremely 
mobile camera, playing long scenes 
in one take, but the moving camera 
is not a substitute for the dramatic 
movement that would have come 
with crisper story-telling. Color 
lensing by Jack Cardiff is beauti- 
ful; the Richard Addinsell score. 
directed by Louis Levy, is in keep- 
ing with the mood, and the settings 
and art direction smartly frame 
the Helen Simpson novel, scripted | 
by James Bridie from an adaptation 
by Hume Cronyn. Brog. 

Technicolor in Black 

Technicolor’s board has de~'>red 
a 40c per-share dividend on all out- 
standing common stock of the tint- 


ing outfit. ) 


| Fabienne 


The Great Lever 
(SONGS) 
Hollyweed, Sept. 10. 
Paramount release of Edmund Beloin 
roduction. Stars Bob Hope, Rhonda 
“>ming; features Roeland Young, Roland 
Culver. Directed b Alexander Halli. 
Original screenplay, loin, Meivilie Sha- 
velson, Jack Rose; camera, Charles B. 
Lang, Jr.; editor, Ellsworth Foagland; 
songs, Jay Livingston; Ray Evans; music, 
Jeseph J. Lilley; asst. director, John Coo- 
nan. Tradeshown Sept. 9, ‘49. Running 
time, 80 MINS. 
Freddie Hunter sees .._ Bob Hope 
Duchess Alexandria..... Rhonda Fleming 
Oo. J. Dabney 
Grand Duke Maximillian 





Roland Young | 
Roland Culver | 


Stanley . Richard Lyon 
D+ 246000 00600466600088 ae Gray | 
DEE: + 0600006000000. Jerry Hunter 
Joe 15000650068 Jackie Jackson 
Steve ose ncecs Karl Wright Esser 
Bill bbes Orley Lindgren 
Humphrey Curtis Loys Jackson, Jt 
Williams George Reeves 
Higgins- Jim Backus 
Attendant Sig Arno 
Bob Hope's name _toplining 


“Lover” tips that there'll be little 
of the Valentino about its amours. 


Its venture into comedic, never- 
never doings is well suited to 
Hope’s brash - antics. It never 


bursts into belly-laughs, but keeps 
satisfied chuckles continuously 
flowing for a fast 80 minutes. B.o. 
prospects are bright in all situa- 
tions. 

Script has Hope in charge of 
group of male adolescents on an 
European tour. That staris the 
laughs. Plot then mixes in a 


. 


gambler who murders his victims, | 


a gorgeous duchess and her card- 
playing father, places these ingre- 
dients aboard ship sailing for 
the U. S., and then lets nature and 
Hope, carry on. The gambler pro- 
motes Hope to the duchess as a 
rich American. Father urges her 
to play along. Plot boils when 
real romance blooms. Father’s 


cash is taken by the gambler and 


Hope nearly becomes the card 
sharp’s next strangling victim. 
Roland Young is the sharpie. 
Script doesn’t waste time going 
into Freudian aspects of Young 
character, playing it delightfully 
for chuckles. Hope __—i prances 


‘through his footage in fine style, 


first as an unwilling leader of kid- 
dies whose code is to save man 
from tobacco, drink and women. 
That complicates his romance with 
Rhonda Fleming, but before it’s 
all over, he survives the murder 
try, is hunted as killer himself, 
wins vindication and the gal. 
Plotting is not a heavy, compli- 
cated framework, being properly 


put together by Ed Beloin, Niel) 


Shavelson and Jack Rose to sustain 
Hope’s pace, and give him sharp, 
smart quips to toss off lightly in 
throwaway style. 

Al Hall directs in the same 
spirit, making everything add up 


to fun. as does Beloin’s produc- 
tion guidance. Miss leming 
looks good opposite Hope. Young 


wraps up his odd character and 
Roland Culver gets over the grand 
duke assignment. Leading the kid 


troupe are Richard Lyon and Gary | 


Gray, both satisfactory. 

Two  Livingston-Evans songs, 
“A Thousand Violins.” sung by 
Fleming, and “Lucky Us” dueted 
by her and Hope, come over nicely. 
Joe Liiley has turned in a neat 


background score. Lensing, edit- | come-on. 
ing and all technical factors are both well cast, are excellent, but the usual cliches. 


expert help to get over the fun. 
Brog. 





The Doctor and the Girl 
Hollywood, Sept. 13. 


Metro release of Pandro S. Berman pro- 
duction. Stars Glenn Ford, Charlies Co- 
burn, Gloria De Haven, Janet Leigh; fea- 
tures Bruce Lennett. Directed by Curtis 
Bernhardt. Screenplay, Theodore Reeves; 
suggested by story by Maxene Van Der 
Meersch: camera, Robert Planck; editor, 
Ferris Webster. Traceshown Aug. 31, °49. 
Running time, 97 MINS. 

Dr. Michael Corday Glenn Ford 
Charles Coburn 


Dr. John Corday 
Gloria De Haven 
Janet Leth 
Bruce Bennett 
Warner Anderson 


Evelyn Heldon , 
Dr. Alfred Norton 
Dr. George Esmond 
Dr. Francis I. Basil Ruysdael 
Mariette .... Naney Davis 
Dr. Harvey L. Kenmore Arthur Franz 
Lisa Golm 


Hetty nan , 
Child’s Mother ; Joanne De Bergh 


An abortion provides the star- 
tling theme for “The Doctor and the 
Girl.” Gloria De Haven plays the 
unfortunate gal who tries to com- 
mit the unforgivable (Breen Office 
standpoint) sin. Of course she 
pays for it with her life. “Doctor” 


Garard 




















It Happened in Europe 
“It Happened in Europe,” 
Hungarian - made, will be 
tradeshown in New York to- 
morrow (Thurs.). Pic was re- 
viewed in Vartety from Buda- 
pest, Feb. 4, 1948, under its 
original Hungarian label, “Va- 
lahol Europaban.” Reviewer 
Gaal found the pic to be “a 
good artistic attempt.” Film 
deals with the homeless chil- 
dren of World War II, who are 
left to roam the highways and 
due to mistreatment are forced 
to steal for food. Review 
noted that “the actors give 


good portrayals and raise the 
picture to an artistic level.” 
The kids were played by boys 
picked up on the streets. 


| 


| 


} 


| 


Miniature Reviews 


“Under Capricorn” ‘Color) | 
(WB). Alfred Hitchcock pro- -~ 
duction with exploitable fem- 
me angles and Ingrid Bergman. 

“The Great Lover” ‘Songs) | 
(Par). Bob Hope mixed up in | 
mystery and amour. Good fun 
and bright bo. prospects. 

“The Doctor and the Girl” | 
(M-G). Unusual abortion theme | 
and Glenn Ford betoken 
strong word-of-mouth, to offset 
soap opera approach. 

“Song of Surrender” (Songs) 
(Par). Leisurely love story laid 
in early 1900's; fair b.o. 

“The Gal Who Took the 
West” ‘(Songs - Color) ‘U). 
Yvonne DeCarlo in mild ac- 
tion oatuner; fair b.o. 

“Down Memory Lane” (EL) 
Collection of old Mack Sennett 
clips and shorts; good ex- 
ploitation fare. 

“Blondie Hits the Jackpot” 
(Col). Trite comedy in the 
“Blondie” series. 

“The Fighting Kentuckian” 
(Rep). John Wayne in outdoor 


| 


adventure thriller; sock box- | 
office. 

“Joe Palooka in the Coun- | 
terpunch” (Mono). Better- 
than-average entry in the 
Palooka series.” 

“Son of Billy the Kid” 
(SG). Routine low-budget 


westerner for action market.” 








is an exploitation natural in the 
same sense that “Mom and Dad” 
was, with the added assist of top 
cast and Metro release, and is that, 
strictly from the b.o. angle, bad? 


Girl in the title is Janet Leigh. 
Glenn Ford, snobbish interne 
scion of a long line of physicians, 
falls for the shopgirl when she en- 
ters Bellevue for an intricate lung 
operation. His father, Charles Co- 
burn, turns him out when he mar- 
ries the gal. Ford becomés a gen- 
erai practitioner. His sister, Miss 
De Haven, also rebels against the 
old martinet and takes up with a 
married man in a Greenwich Vil- 
lage love nest. The cad leaves 
her. Father and brother appoint 
family physician Basil Ruysdael to 
save her by another operation. She 
dies. In-laws are all reconciled. 


Stark. uncompromising footage 
is weakened via a number of 
lapses, among them a sequence in| 
which Ford tries to get Miss 
Leigh’s) home address from his 
father, who has had the girl 
whisked out of the hospital with- 
out letting his son know. All the 
lad had to do in the first place was 
to get the address from the hos- 
pital records. Theodore Reeves’ 
screenplay falters as result of this | 
plot flaw. It’s further hampered by | 
soap operatic situations and dia-| 
log, and by insufficient develop- 
ment of Coburn’s curmudgeon | 


| character. 


Ford’s presence is a strong as-| 
set. Actor strides doughtily over | 
his naive material to a ringing per- | 
sonal triumph. His name on the) 
marquee will preve a_ staunch | 
Coburn and Miss Leigh, 


Miss De Haven isn’t quite the 
right choice for the erring one. 
Nancy Davis as another sister, 
Warner Anderson as her spouse, | 


| Bruce Bennett as Ford's confidante 
on the hospital staff, and Arthur 


Franz as Miss De Haven’s rejected 
suitor are all capable. However, 
it’s Ruysdael who walks away with 
supporting honors. Radio’s tobacco 
auctioneer wraps it up solidly in 
his understanding - friend - of-the- 


| family niche. 


} 
| 
} 


Pandro S. Berman's lushly ca-| 
parisoned_production is tricked out 
with somé elegant Manhattan lens- , 
work by Robert Planck. Director) 
Curtis Bernhardt was wise in keep- | 
ing Ford in front of the camera for | 
so much of the footage. His di-| 
rection of scenes in Spanish Har-| 
lem, where Ford’s poorer patients 
live, and of the operating se- 
quences is similarly compelling. 

Mike. 


| 





Song of Surrender 
(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, Sept. 10. 


Paramount release of Richard Maibaum 
production. Stars Wanda Hendrix, Claude | 





, Rains, Macdonald Carey; features Andrea | 


| from story by Ruth McKenney and 


| Bruce 


King, Henry Hull. 


Directed by Mitchell | 
Leisen. Screenplay, 


Maibaum; adapted | 
ich- | 
ard Bransten; camera, David L. Fapp; | 
edited, Alma Macrorie; music, Victor | 
Young; song. Young, Jay Livingston, Ray | 
Evans; asst. director. John Coonan. Trade- | 
shown Sept. 7, 49. Running time, 93 MINS. | 
Abigail HWunt........ Wanda Hendrix 
Elisha Hunt Claude Rains | 
Eldridge Macdonald Carey 
Phyllis Cantwell Andrea King 
Deacon Parry 


cea Henry Hull | 
Mrs. Beecham ....... Elizabeth Patterson | 


££ =A Smith 
EE cin ihe thee teh Geen . John Beal | 
Countess Marina.............. Eva Gabor | 
Clyde Atherton ............ Dan Tobin | 
General Seckle ........... Nicholas Joy 


“Song of Surrender” is a quaint, 
leisurely love story that can expect 
mild returns in most situations. 
It will strike a cord among some 
femme ticket buyers but there's 
not enowsth fire in its romantic 


itale to generate much b. o. heat, 


'\“O Paradiso,” “O 
|to Carey’s wooing. 


| lage 


| Richard 
'from story by Ruth McKenney and 


despite tasteful development, ef- mind between them. Grandfather 


fective portrayals, and the added 


fillip of Enrico Caruso’s voice do- 
ing four of his well-remembered 
arias. 

Plot’s romantic conflict develops 
slowly. Period is early 1900's, ac- 
tion laid in a village given over 
to enshrining Revolutionary period 
relics. Wanda Hendrix is the child 
wife of the Museum's head, Claude 
Rains. Their life is uneventful un- 
til a frivolous New Yorker pur- 
chases an old home in the area. 


| Maedonald Carey, former ambitious 
| lawyer, is now playb-v-companion 
| Of the home’s new ov/ner, Andrea 
| King. 


He meets Miss Hendrix, 
succumbs to her natural charms. 


| When she has fallen under roman- 


tic spell of Caruso’s voice on such 
songs as “Una Furtiva Lagrima,” 
Sole Mio” and 
“La Donne E Mobile” she listens 
Romancing is 
discovered; true to bluenosed vil- 
code, the husband airs his 
cuckolding from the pulpit. Al- 
though driven in shame from the | 


| town, Miss Hendrix returns, nurses | 


Rains after he suffers a stroke, 
but a happy climax brings the 
eae together when the husband 
ies. 

The three stars are individually 
effective in capturing the mood of 
Maibaum script, taken 


Richard Bransten. Maibaum’s pro- 
duction has captured the flavor of 
the period. Mitchell Leisen’s di- 
rectorial guidance is smooth in 
piecing the tale together; drawing 
bright bits of busMess for sup- 
porting players. Title number is a 
new tune cleffed by Victor Young, 
Jay Livingston and Ray Evans, 
neatly sung behind the title credits 
by Buddy Clark. The four Caruso 
numbers and “Schubert's sere- 
nade,” sung by Richard Tucker, 
are introduced as_ recordings, 
ground out on an ancient gramo- 
phone. It’s a clever usage. Expert 
lensing by David L. Fapp and, 
other technical credits are good. 
Brog. 


Gal Whe Took the West 
(SONGS-COLOR) 


Universal release of Robert Arthur pro- 
duction. Stars Yvonne DeCarlo, Charles 
Coburn; features Scott Brady. John Rus- 
sell. Directed by Frederick De Cordova. 
Screenplay, William Bowers, Oscar Brod- 
ney: camera (Technicolor), William 
Daniels; editor, Milton Carruth; score, 


Frank Skinner. Tradeshown N. Y., Sept. 
12, 49. Running time, 84 MINS. 
Lillian Marlowe...... ....¥vonne DeCarlo 
GOONS GEORG. .. 00 cccccecces John Russell 
SEs Seott Brady 
i Sn. > cehen@eeee es John Russell 
La hitpeeceeseahenee Myrna Dell 
Hawley -s+seeee. James Millican 
Hawley (Old Timer)...... Clem vans 
e ee Bob Stevenson 
Ted (Old Timer) . 


wenn | Stevenson 
obin Short 
Russell Simpson 
beeeeeaenene John Litel 
. James Todd 


Bartender 
Bartender (Old Timer).. 
Colonel Logan 
Douglas Andrews..:..... 





There’s plenty of feudin’ and 
fussin’ but little in the way of, 
fightin’ in “The Gal Who Took the. 
West.” Handsomely tinted in 
Technicolor, pic unfolds an im- 
plausible yarn about early Ari- 
zona with a farcical air. Oatuner 
fans are likely to find it too wordy 
while as lampoon on conventional ; 
westerners, the screenplay is more 
of a carbon than a caricature of 
Pic is passably 
good entertainment, however, and 
should do nicely in secondary sit- | 
uations. 

Narrated via flashbacks, pic tees 
off in a novel manner as three old- 
timers give their separate versions 
to a contemporary newspaperman | 
of the legendary O'Hara family of | 
frontier days. While the device is 
promising, the concrete yarn fails 
to develop any action climaxes. | 
Instead, there’s a series of anti- 
climaxes in which trouble threat- 
ens but. rarely explodes. Top se- 
quences are framed around Yvonne 
DeCario’s neat warbling of an 
Irish ballad and sapolioed version | 
of “Frankie and Johnny.” 

Piot revolves around a bitter 


feud between two cousins who hate | this 


each other for no reason at all. 
The feud is intensified with their 
rivalry for the hand of a New York | 
chirper who can't make up her | 
—_—_—_—_—___—_—_—_—_———— 
Spring in Park Lane 
“Spring in Park Lane,” Brit- 
ish-made, being tradeshown in 
New York tomorrow (Thurs.), 
was reviewed in Variety from 
London, March 31, 1948. Re- 
v ‘ver Cane lauded the film as 
being a “gay, irresponsible 


comedy, bringing joy to the ex- iy 


hibs.” The story concerns itself 
with the younger son of a 


noble family who takes a job 


mansion. The “gay harmless 
fun poked at the film stars. the 
dinner party bere, the house- 
keeper to whom bridge is a re- 
ligion, the footman cutting in 
to dance or discussing art with 
his boss” are “trimmings and 
incidéntals,” which according 
to the review are all-important. 

The cast. headed Anna Nea- 
gle and Michael Wilding. was 
cited for its performance. Film | 
is being released in the U. S. 
by Eagie Lion. 





, Jerome 


| Cogs based 
| “Blondie” created by Chic Young: cam- 
era, Vincent Farrar; editer, Henry Ba 


as a footman in a Park Lane 


| pictures. 


|to get by, or 


of the two boys calls Federal 
troops into the territory to block 
violence between the factions sup- 
porting each cousin but the gal 
saves the situation by a last-min- 
ute strategem. She pretends to be 
dishonored by one of the cousins 
so the other forces them to marry. 

As the eastern canary, Miss De- 
Carlo delivers her vocalizing neat- 
ly while her thesping is adequate. 
Charlies Coburn, as the grand- 
father and owner of the territory, 
turns in a capable performance. 
The rival cousins, played by Scott 
Brady and John Russell, are re 
quired to do little aside from be- 
ing handsome. Rest of the cast 
play competently. 

Production trappings are solid 
although for a westerner, there’s 
too much indoor footage. Lens- 
ing is firstrate with a good back- 
ground score lending an assist. 

Herm. 


Down Memory Lane 


(SONGS) 

Eagle Lion release of Aubrey Schenck 
production. With Bing Crosby. W. C. 
Fields, Donald Novis, Gloria Swanson, 
Mabel Normand, Ben Turpin, Phyllis 
Haver, Franklin Pangborn, Charlie Mur- 
ray, James Finlayson, Mack Swain, Irving 

con, Frank Nelson, Yvonne Peatt'e, 
Steve Allan, Mack Sennett, Keystone 
Cops. Additional sequences directed by 
Phil Karison. Previewed at RKO Colonial, 
N. Y., Sept. 6,49. Running time, 70 MINS. 





Dipping back into the files of 
Mack Sennett comedies, and 
others, Eagle Lion has sewn to- 
gether an uneven but interesting 
full-length feature which will 
serve okay as double feature fare. 
A patchwork of brief clips and full 
shorts, ‘Down Memory Lane” cov- 
ers in kaleidoscopic fashion the 
whole era of silent comedies and 
the early part of the talking pix 
period. Parading through this 
well-preserved celluloid is a 
nostalgic host of great cinema 
comics and personalities extend- 
ing from the Keystone Cops to the 
then young Bing Crosby. It will 


maka fannew wm ; 
make fancy marquee dressing. 


About one-third of the material 
is surefire to ripple audiences with 
resounding yocks; the rest is 
mediocre. Not so strangely, the 
best portion is comprised of the 
earliest films in which Sennett de- 
veluped his zany, over-animated 
style of comedy with such stars as 
Mabel Normand, Gloria Swanson, 
Ben Turpin and Charlie Murray. 
Unfortunately, these early pix have 
been cut to ribbons in this feature 
and are shown for some reason in a 
random and confusing jumble of 
disconnected sequences. 

Bulk of this feature is made up 
of shorts starring Crosby in his 
salad days. These shorts have 
faded more quickly than the one 
in which the Keystone Cops roared 
to the rescue in their 1915 fliv- 
vers. While the early films have a 
genuine antique flavor. the Crosby 
shorts of the early 1930's are just 
plain old-fashioned. They're good 
for some mild laughs only. Cros- 
by’s vocalizing on a flock of oldies, 
however, iz pleasant tc take. 

W. C. Fields contributes the 
most sustained bit of comedy in 
one of his early two-reeler talkers, 
“The Dentist.” It is probably one 
of the funniest and certainly the 
most suggestive itern made by the 
late comedian and it stands up with 
a powerful sock. Another se- 
quence, featuring the whilom popu- 
lar tenor, Donald Novis, in a ren- 
dition of “I'll Always Be In Love 
With You,” is maudlin by con- 
trast. 

A spoofing continuity for the 
various clips is provided by Steve 
Allen, playing a disk jockey in a 
television studio. With Allen in a 
frantic search for sight material, 
the cans of old film are inserted 
between commercials as filler. At 
the windup, Sennett puts in an ap- 
pearance to swing the deal for the 





old pix. Video was never like 
, Herm. 
Blondie Hits the Jackpet 


Cobamate ea. of he petpees ro- 
" s enny eton, 
Arthur Lake, Larry Simms. Marjorie Kent 
Cowan. Directed by Edward 
Bernds. Story and screenplay, Jack Hen- 
on comic strip character 


asst. director. Cart DeH. — x 
, > er yen; . 
Mischa Bakaleinikoff. At Palace. NY. 


week Sept. 8, “49. Running time, 66 MINS. 
tt G6s0¢e0e8u ee ae Penny Singleton 
DE : 6+st0e80ee006 Arthur Lake 
I 5 sna eee 4 aie Larry Simms 
Dh. 60++60- ebiinh@esa Marjorie Kent 
CL oss, dn aetna otk a 3 Jerome Cowan 
= ee ENOED. . cccccae. Lloyd Corrigan 
St Ttvs56Ghb0eseeeete Danny Mummert 
TL ++.si6% b0ee0e0600<.0 James Flavin 
cise as «0ediiiens «ane Dick Wessel 
Ls stihnanetbeaaieniie ¢ ? Rav Teal 
DE Gh6e6eee Alyn Lockwood 
and Daisy 





“Blondie Hits the Jackpot” is 
the 27th in the series of “Blondie” 
That is its only distine- 


tion. The Penny Singleton-Arthur 


| Lake comedy is one of the most be- 
| labored in the series, and it will 


need strong support on the dualers 
t t least some other 
b.o. aid such asi vaude. 

Arthur Lake, in his perennial 
role of Daewood. of course is in 


j trouble again, getting himself fired. 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Johnston Details Swap Technique 
Whereby Pix Biz Thaws Out Funds 





Hollywood, Sept. 13. * 

Willingness of the American | 
film companies to trade in any-| 
thing from bibles to limestone in| 
pushing the intricate business of | 
convertin., soft overseas coin into) 
hard Yank dollars was explained 
in detai' here yesterday (Mon.) 
by Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America prez. “We have 
done very well in remittances in 
the past year—better than we an- 
ticipated,” Johnston said. “And we 
hope to do better next year. The 
big problem is to convert these 
currencies into dollars.” 

In Finland, for instance, MPAA 
head said, “We buy phonograph 
record sleeves, send them here 
and sell them to the record com- 
panies for dollars.” Citing another 
example, Johnston added, “We'll 
quarry limestone in country A; 
ship it to country B, where we 
have frozen dollars and where it 
will be made into cement, and 
then sell it to country C, which 
nas oil and therefore dollars.” 

(In the past, companies have 
closed for a shipment of Finnish 
bibles to the U. S. and have also 
buught paper from that country 
Also previously disclosed was a 
transaction in which the majors 
undertuok the repair of a Swiss 
ship in a Tinker-to-Evers-to-Chance 
conversion of blocked currencies 
into dollars.) 

“It has been this flow of dollars 
that has kept us going,” MPAAer 
continued. “All these deals have 
to be legal, however. There will 
be no under-the-table _transac- 
tions.” As for England, by this 
business method, film companies 
now have less than $7,000,000 fro- 
zen. “We have worked $25,000,000 
out of there during the past year, 
including the $17,000,000 allowed 


under the Anglo-American agree- 
ment.” 
Johnston said that “what hap- 


pens after next June is anybody's 
guess in discussing current inter- 
national finance talks in Washing- 
ton. This industry is peculiarly 
dependent upon foreign business 
Most people here don't realize 
how much, but approximately 38°; 
of our income comes from outside 
the United States. 


“Most other industries get only 
8 to 10° from outside. Without 
that foreign revenue there would 
be a reveli tion in Hollywood. Peo- 
ple out here are so wrapped up in 
production they don't understand 
the worldwide problem. You 
would think they would under- 
stand it better.” 


“One producer told me,” he con- 
tinued, “we ought to send a bat- 
tleship up the Thames and make 
them pay. But you can’t squeeze 
blood out of a turnip. The Bril- 
ish are down to a Mother Hubbard 
status. My problem is particularly 
acute because of this.” 

The head of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America was here to ad- 
dress Theatre Owners of America 
convention. 


THEATRE TV SET FOR 
RCA SHOWING TO TOA 


Los Angeles, Sept. 13. 

First commercially practically in- 
Stantaneous theatre television sys- 
tem will be displayed by RCA 
Thursday and Friday (14-15) at 
TOA convention. This is the same 
equipment which is being produced 
by RCA for Fabian’s Brooklyn Fox 
theatre. Brooklyn, and to be in- 
Stalled there next year. 

Equipment so far has only been 
demonstrated at Society of Motion | 
Picture Engineers’ convention last 
spring and at Fabian’s Brooklyn 
Fox presentation of Joe Walcott- 
Ezard Charles fight for theatre's 
regular audience last June. Screen 
is 15 by 20. Shows will be live- 
action telecast by KFI-TV. 


’ 
U’s Coast Pub Powwow 

Full-seale huddles of Universal's 
top ad-pubbers will be held at the 
company’s studio at the end of the 
current month. Heading for the 
Coast during the last week of Sep- | 
tember will be Henry A. Linet, 
eastern advertising chief, Charles 
Simonelli, national exploitation di- 
rector, and Philip Gerard, eastern 
Publicity manager. 

rio will meet with David Lipton, 
ad-pub head, Al Horwits, studio | 








Publicity chief, and other execs on_ mount; and William Porter, Her-| 


lot to map out future cam-| 


Paigns. \ 


| Johnston, Gerald Cahill, 


Lana Delays M-G Pic 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 
Lana Turner has refused to 


TOA Meet 


Continued from page 3 


Chicago p.r. meet and its pro- 
gram. Pank-and-file member- 
ship will vote on the board's 
recommendation tomorrow 
(Wed.). 

3. Named Denver as 
next convention city. 


4. Increased the executive 


the 





okay script of “A Life of Her 
Own” at Metro, and it will be re- | 
written. 

Picture was scheduled to roll 
late this month, but start has now 
been delayed until October. 





Commerce Sec’y 


Urges Repeal Of 
20% Admish Bite 


Los Angeles, Sept. 13. 


Secretary of Commerce Charles 


Sawyer came out for repeal of the 


20° Federal admission tax in a 
speech here before Theatre Own- 
ers of America conventioneers 


Recognizing the injustice of a tax 
“payable whether vou make the 
money or not,” Sawyer urged its 
dumping as soon as possible. He 
also advocated the establishment of 
some international trade organiza- 
tion to provide means for talking 
out economic problems before slap- 
ping restrictive currency measures 
such as directed against films. 

Sawyer will be followed by an- 
other cabinet member, Defense 
Secretary Louis Johnson, on Thurs- 
day (15), and latter is expected to 
kudo the industry's part in the war. 
Johnson will aim a plea at con- 
tinued film cooperation with the 
armed services. 

Speaking on the tax, Sawyer 
said, in part: “I am greatly im- 
pressed by the argument that taxes 
which are imposed “originally to 
prevent people from spending their 
money for so-called luxuries should 
no longer be effective when the ob- 
ject is now to encourage people to 
spend their money for whatever 
they need or want. I am also im- 
pressed with the argument against 


a tax based upon admissions, re- 
gardless of profit. The income tax 
is justifiable on the theory you 


don’t pay the tax unless you have 
the income. The tax on admissions 
is payable whether you make the 
money or net. There is general 
agreement that wartime excise 
taxes should be repealed. As soon 
as possible, here, as elsewhere, the 
problem for the Government is to 
replace or lose the revenue which 
comes from this source. 

“At a time when we are under- 
taking to stimulate consumer ex- 
penditures, we should survey care- 
fully the possibilities of reducing 
taxes which discourage such ex- 
penditures. In order that you may 


continue, you must operate your 
business at a profit. I, of course, 
do not advocate any Government 


action which guarantees a business- 
man a profit in spite of stupid mis- 
management or neglect. - 


Seek Swift FCC Action 


On Theatre Television 


Washington, Sept. 13. 

Film industry legalites agreed 
Friday (9) to push for swift action 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission on granting channels 
for theatre television. At a session 
at Motion Picture Assn. of America 
headquarters they exchanged ideas 
and also swapped briefs which they 
had prepared on the subject. 


Meeting was a preliminary one, 
which is expected to be followed by 
another called soon by Edward 
Cheyfitz, video specialist for 
MPAA. Briefs have been filed with 
FCC by MPAA, Theatre Owners of 
America, 20th-Fox, Par and Society 
of Moton Picture Engineers, but, 
until last Friday, had not been 
passed around among the company 
and trade association lawyers. 

Present at the meeting were Eric 
Sidney 
Schreiber, Joye O'Hara, Cheyfitz 
ahd Manning Clagett, for MPAA; 
Marcus Cohn, TOA; Boyce Nemec, 
SMPE; John Southmayd, Warner 





| Bros.; Kenneth Royall and Vincent 


Welch, 20th; Abe Fortas, Para- 


bert Bingham, Herbert Petty and 
Leo Friedman, for Loew's. 


| 


'be no intra-industry 





committee from seven to 13 to 


have a quorum more easily 
available. 
TOAers frankly fear a_ post- 


divorcement drive by the distribs 
for higher rentals. In their champ- 
ing at developments to date, they 
appear to more closely approxi- 
mate the attitude of National A\l- 
lied, chief TOA rival, than at any 
previous time. Should the TOA 
stance continue to veer, an alliance 


of thought between the two orgs 
is not impossible. 

Another development at today’s 
‘Tues session was featured by 


RKO prex) 
for approval! of the Chicago public 
relations program. He said, “The 
finest program we could possibly 
devise will only be as good as the 
manpow: we can enlist to carry 
it out. The actions taken in Chi- 
cago, which the trade pavers re- 
ferred to ‘bringing the dawn 
of a new day’ have opened the 
door to unprecedented opportuni- 
ties for our industry. Let us all 
grasp these opportunities and 
make the most of them.” 

Stand to 


as 


fight for a program 
establishing rules of fairness both 
on bidding and clearances was 
taken Monday (12) at opening of 
TOA four-day convention. Move- 
ment is now before TOA exhibitor- 
distributor Committee, of which 
Ted Gamble is chairman. 

Exhibitors are presenting 
during early stages of 
the convention. More than 100 
theatreowners are working on a 
draft of the program. Move is be- 
ing taken to halt growing practices 
due to Government consent decree 
and theatre divorcement, of jack- 
ing up film prices through com- 
petitive bids, disregarding old 
established customers and the mak- 
ing of indiscriminate switches of 
availability. 

‘Insure’ Bidding Fairness 

“Whether we like it or not, com- 
petitive bidding is with us, and 
whether it’s compulsory or not, it 
is up to the convention to take 
action to establish means to insure 
its equitable use,”” was general line 
of talk from exhihs leading the fight. 
Exhibs were extremely vocal in air- 
ing their demands for uniform 
availability rather than staggered 
clearances now coming into use. 

“This is a very serious problem,” 
Gamble said at board directors 
meeting. He said rules of fair- 
ness must be made and there can 
relations if 
asserted unfit trade practices are 
permitted to continue. 

The opening day's session saw 
Pinanski elected TOA prez vice 
Lockwood. Gael Sullivan per con- 
tract, continues as the paid execu- 
tive director. 

Charles P. 


their 
proposals 
., o = 


Skouras was elected 


treasurer for the third time; Ed- 
ward Zorn, secretary; Mitchell 


Wolfson, Sherrill Corwin, veepees; 
Herman Levy continues as general 
counsel: finance committee’ co- 
chairmen are Ben Strozier, of Rock 
‘Hill, N. C., and Claude Mundo, 
Little Rock. Jr. exec committee 
members are J. J. O'Leary, Robert 
Wilby, Ted Gamble, Si Fabian, Nat 
Williams, Leonard Goldenson, 
Robert J. O'Donnell, Robert W. 
Coyne, Morris Loewenstein, Max 
Connett, D. B. Cockrill, William 
Ruffin and R. R. Livingston. 
Highlights of TOA Agenda 

| Prominent on the agenda of the 
TOA is the possible use of tele- 
vision to bally the b.o. A commit- 
tee has been assigned to wuork 
out that problem and its ultimate 
results on the average film house 
grosses. Other committees are 
working on various other subjects, 


such as the film industry's diplo-| 


matie relations with the public, 
unity within the industry itself, 
the effect of the divorcement of 
studios from theatre chains, new 
ideas fer better screen dramas, 
drive-in theatres, and the idea of 
civic service and community pro- 
grams. 


Hollywood producers’ dinner to-' 


morrow (Wed) night will honor 
the exhibitors. Eric Johnston, 
MPAA prexy, will be spokesman 
for the producers at this fete. 

Thursday night's all-star show 
is the blewoff, produced and di- 
| rected by Joe Pasternak. 









Ned Depinet’s appeal | 


UA’s Big 1950 Lineup Includes 5- 


British Pix Under High Percentages 





Joseph H. Hazen, partner with 
Hal Wallis, embarks for the U. S. 
‘Sept. 22 from Paris after a six- 
week visit to Europe with his 
family. 

While in England, according to 
Wallis, Hazen checked into the 
possibilities of using the unit's 
frozen pounds in either production 
or other ventures. 


Wallis Wary Of 
Lensing (seas 
To Thaw Funds 


Hard road ahead for indie pro- 
duction is sighted by Hal Wallis, 
partner with Josepn Hazen in Wai- 
lis-Hazen, Ine., unless and until 
frozen currencies abroad are 
thawed by one means or another. 
Wallis, who returned this week 
from a shooting chore in Italy, is 
far from convinced that Yank pro- 








duction in other countries is the 
answer. So long as the indie musi 
depend on the American market 
without the “cushion of foreign 
revenues,” Wallis believes there 
will be no easing of the indie’s 
difficulties. 

Although his unit has frozen 
pounds in Britain which may be 
lost in part unless used by next 


June, Wallis declared himself un- 
certain whether his company would 
tackle a British picture before the 
deadline. In order to produce a 
pic in England with fair chance 
of it being a success here, Wallis 
estimates a minimum of $500,000 
in American dollars must be spent 
besides the frozen pounds. This 
expenditure, he said, represents a 
risk which may not be recovered 
if the film fails to click in U. S. 
theatres. 

Wallis would not attempt a British 
film unless he can bring one or two 
American principals to England to 
star in the venture. Moreover, 
it would also probably mean the 
use of an American director. Add- 
ing these requisites to travelling 
expenses and other items brings 
the bill in dollar expenditures to 
the $500,000 figure. He believes 
American stars necessary to a film 
made in England to insure the 
film carrying b.o. allure in the 
U. S. 


As for production elsewhere on | 


the Continent, indie producer does 
not think much, if any coin, can | 
be saved as against a Hollywood- | 
made film. Since foreign costs are 
up and a Yank troupe must be 
shipped overseas, Wallis estimates 
the nut to be equal to a project on 
the Coast. Only if the film re- 
(Continued on page 23) 


! 
| 


Meets on Pix Salesmen’s | 
New Demands Continue 


Reps of the major companies 
and the Tilm Colosseum of Amer- 


ica are continuing to meet in vir- 
tuaily continuous sessions this 
week in an effort to hammer out 
a new pact for the nation’s 1,000 
film salesmen. Biggest hitch in the 
talks to date has been the union's 
(demands for a 25% wage boost 
and a lift of the present mini- 
mums from $70 to $85 weekly. 


Colosseum, whose first pact with 
the majors expired Sept. 1, is also 
asking for retirement benefits, 
health and accident insurance, and 
increased expenses for salesmen 
on the road. It's estimated that 
union demands in the current 
form will mean an additional $1,- 
500,000 annual payload for the ma- 
jor distribs. Negotiations are be- 
ing conducted in Warner Bros. 
homeoffices. 





UI Sets Aubrey Schenck 
| Hollywood, Sept. 13. 

Universal - Internationai handed 
Aubrey Schenck a long-term pro- 
ducer contract starting Oct. 1. 

Under pact for three years at 
Eagle Lion, Schenck has been 
working at EL on a weekly basis to 
wash up “Port of New York,” his 
, last job on that lot. 


+ United Artists is about to close 


a deal which will give it five to 
eight British films for distribution 
‘in the next two years. Producers 
/are Anatole de Grunwald and An- 
|thony Asquith, who have formed 
| World Screenplays, Ltd., to make 
the pictures. The pair formerly 
operated under the Sir Alexander 
Korda banner. 

Already closed is a deal for “Oh 
Mistress Mine,” filmizaiion of the 
Terence Rattigan play in which 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontinne 
starred on Broadway two seasons 
ago. Pending now is an extension 
of that for four to seven additional 
pix for worldwide release. “‘Mis- 
tress” is to be delivered before 
next April, but UA has only U. S. 
and Latin-American distribution. 

Both deals, arranged by exec v.p. 
Arthur W. Kelly, are unusual in 
the high percentage they give UA 
for distribution in the U.S. In the 
case of the second deal this is in 
return for a distribution fee ar- 
rangement in England 

UA is to get 5242°> up to the 
first $400,000, 35% for the next 
$200,000 and 40° over that on the 
U. S. gross. In England, however, 
it is taking only 20%, until the neg- 
ative cost is recouped and—if there 
is any take beyond that—25% on 
the rest. Films are to be budgeted 
at the equivalent of about $750,000. 

Delivery of these films would be 
@ generous supplement to UA’s al- 
ready unusually big slate for the 
next vear and beyond. In a release 
schedule compiled by pub-ad direc- 
tor Howard LeSieur last week on 
his return from huddles with the 
company’s producers in Hollywood, 
he listed 15 films going out between 
now and next May. All are in the 
can, in production or very close to 
production. LeSieur said he antici- 
pated at least six of the films would 
be big grossers. 

Biggest Lineup 


This is the longest lineup that 
UA has had in a number of years, 
in addition to which LeSieur said 
that 10 to 12 productions were on 
the griddle to start between now 
and next February. He declared 
that the indie production situation 
had improved somewhat through 
new money coming in from oil, 
fruit and vegetable and theatre ty- 
coons. Banks and regular coin 
sources, however, are still as tight- 
fisted as ever in putting up pre 
duction money, LeSieur sa‘ 
learned in talks with produce ~ 


ITOSCA ATTACKS TOA’S 
NON-INDIE AGENDA 


Los Angeles, Sept. 13. 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California and ‘“m-ona 
has sent a letter to Gael Sli van 
attacking failure of Theatre Own- 
ers of America to include problems 








_of indie theatre owners on its con- 


vention agenda here. Letter em- 
phasizes charge that TOA is un- 
prepared to tackle questions affect- 
ing indies, such as unreasonable 
clearance and arbitrary clearance 
systems. 


Discriminations are in favor of 
affiliated and non-affiliated chains, 
and excessive, discriminatory rent- 
als, indie outfit claims. Sullivan 
had no comment on letter, signed 
by Fred Weller, general counsel 
for group. 


No. Central Allied Meets 
On Checking Nabe Duals 


Minneapolis, Sept. 13. 

With double featuring on the in- 
crease among local independent 
neighborhood and suburban houses, 
and “A” pictures being used on the 
twin bills for the first time, North 
Central Allied is holding an emer- 
gency meeting this week to see if 
the development can't be checked. 


Those exhibitors using the “A” 
pictures on the duai bilis ciaim 
they're driven to the policy by the 
fact that independent competitors 
are getting earlier clearance 

Incidentally, for the seeomd sue- 
cessive year, North Central Allied 
is lifting its ban on theatre collec- 
tions at member theatres to permit 
the Northwest Variety elub 
to pass the hat for its heart 
pital fund. The Minnesota Amus. 
Co. which ordinarily turns thumbs 
down on theatre collections, also 
will permit them in this instance. 
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OTHER OPENING ENGAGEMENTS... 








“ROSEANNA McCOY”’ CONTINUES ITS 





BOXOFFICE ONSLAUGHT WITH THESE 





AMAZING RESULTS: 





SAMUEL GOLDWYN 


PRESENTS 


7 
“ROSEANNA McCOY” 

starring 

| FARLEY GRANGER 

CHARLES BICKFORD 
RAYMOND MASSEY 

RICHARD BASEHART 

j GIG! PERREAU 


and introducing JOAN EVANS 
Directed by IRVING REIS - 
Screen Play by John Collier 

from a Novel by Alberta Hannum — 


Director of Photography 
LEE GARMES. ASC. 





-—- 
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ASHVILLE, N. C. — sets all-time attendance record. 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. —tops “Walter Mitty” and “Bishop's Wife”. 
BOSTON, MASS. — largest attendance 


at any week-day opening in history of theatre. 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — beats record-holder by 50%. 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. — highest Goldwyn gross except “Best Years”. 
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO. —biggest grosser this season. 
DAYTON, OHIO — biggest receipts of the year. | 
HUNTINGTON, W. VA. — new house record, double any Goldwyn picture. | 
LAFAYETTE, IND. ~ 125% above normal. 

LEXINGTON, KY. — biggest yet - beats “Best Years”, 

NASHVILLE, TENN. — tops “Walter Mitty” gross and “Bishop's Wife”. 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. — - of biggest Goldwyn weeks ever. 
PITTSBURGH, PENNA. —season’s biggest opening. 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO — new attendance and money record. 

TERRE HAUTE, IND. — opened to 200% of average and still building, 
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SAMUEL GOLDWYN 


PRESENTS 


' ; ROSEANNA McCOY ® 


RELEASED THRU RKO RADIO PICTURES, INC 
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Heat Wave Bops L. A.; ‘Stampede OK 
$24,000, ‘Crazy’ NSH 166; ‘Heat’ Hep 
386, ‘Stable’ Strong $34,000, Both 2d 


Los Angeles, Sept. 13. * 


Torrid weather of the last week- 
end and lack of new bills will keep 
firstrun grosses at a low level the 
current frame. Only new entry 
“Stampede,” in five theatres, 1s 
fairly satisfactory with $24,000. Re- 

“ng chanes dis- 


issue ct-“Movie-Crezs 
appointing $16,000 in four spots - 

Of the holdovers, “White Heat 
still is registering in stout fashion 
at possible $38,000 for second round 
in three Warner houses. “Come to 
Stable” looks pleasing $34,000 
second stanza, four sites “Good 
Old Summertime” is light $24,000, 
second week, three locations. 

Third and final round of “Rope 
of Sand” looms okay $19,500 in two 
Par houses, while six-day second 
frame of “Easy Living” shapes 
fairish $22,000, two situations. Re- 
birth of vaude at Orpheum is bring- 
ing nifty $26,000, with bill headed 
by Eddie Peabody and “Post Office 
Inspector.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor) 
(834: 902: 1,106; 512; 55-$1)— 
“Movie Crazy” (Indie) (reissue) and 
“Sinister Journey” (UA). Disap- 
»ointing $16.000. Last week, “Biack 
Riagic” ‘UA) (3d wk-6 days), fine 
$15,000 

Chinese. Loew's State, Loyola 
Uptown ‘FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248; 
1.719: 60-$1)—“Come to Stable” 
(20th) and “House Across Street” 
(WB) (2d wk). Dandy $34,000. Last 
week, $57.500. 

Dewntown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(1.757: 2.756; 2.344; 60-$1)—"‘White 
Hieat” (WB) (2d wk). Hoiding up to 
$38.000. Last week, torrid $52,200. 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,096; 2.296; 60-$1)— 
“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Light $24,000. Last week, fair 
$38,000. 

Million Dollar, Belmont, E! Rey, 
Iris, Culver (D’town-FWC) (2,093; 


1.532; 861; 828; 1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Stampede” (Mono) and “Angels in 
Disguise” (Mono). Okay $24,000 
Last week, “Savage Splendor” 


(RKO) and “Stagecoach Kid” (RKO) 
i9 days’, 326,000. 

Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) (2.- 
8612: 2.890; 50-$1)—‘“Easy Living” 
‘RKO) and ‘Follow Me Quietly” 
(RKO) (2d wk-6 days). Fairish $22.,- 
000. Last week, fancy $37,500. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) 
—*Rope of Sand” (Par) and “Down 
Dakota Way” (Rep) (L.A. only) (3d 
wk). Down to $19,500. Last week, 
neat $27,000. 

United Artists, Ritz, Studio City, 
Vogue (UA-FWC) (2,100; 1,370; 880; 
8°5: 60-$1)—“ Abbott-Costello Meet | 
Killer” (U) and “Counterpunch” 
«Mono) (2d wk-4 days). Dull $7,500. 


Last week, slight $19,000. | pheum 


Orpheum (D'town) (2,210; 50-95) | 
—*Post Office Inspector” (Rep) (2d 
run) with vaude headed by Eddie 
Peabody. Nifty $25,000. Last week 
“A Canterbury Tale” (EL) (2d run), 
with vaude headed by Wiere Bro7., 
smash $31,800 for teeoff week of 
new 8-act vaude policy. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.2()- 
$2.40\—"“Red Shoes” (EL) (37th 
wk). Nice $4,500. Last week, $5.- 
300. 

Four Star (UA-FWC) (900; 74-$1) 
—‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (6th wk). 
Okay $4,500. Last week, $5,800. 


‘Heat’ Torrid $18,000, 
Buff; ‘Kid’ Fine $13, 


Buffalo, Sept. 13. 





New product is _ iz here 
this week. “White Heat” shapes 


outstanding with big session at the 
Paramount. “Yes Sir, That’s My 
Baby” and “Kid From Cleveland,” 
at Lafayette and Century respec- 
tively, alse shape nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo ‘Loew’'s) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th). Good 
$14,500. Last week, “Madame Bo- 
vary” (M-G), $12,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,400; 40-70).— 
“White Heat” (WB). Torrid $18,- 
000. Last week, “Sky Liner” (SG) 
with Edgar Bergen on stage for 3 
days, sturdy $13,000. 

Center (Par) (3,400; 40-70)—“Top 
©’ Morning” (Par) (2d wk). Down 
to $12,000 after great $20,000 
opener. 

Lafayette (Basi!) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Yes Sir. That's My Baby” (U) and 
“The Judge” (RKO). Nice $13,000. 
Last week, “Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) 
and “Air Hostess” ‘Col), $13,500 

Century ‘20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)—"Kid Cleveland” (Rep) and 
“Brimstone” (Rep). Fine $13,000 
Last week, “Roseanna McCoy” 
‘RKO) and “Palooka in Counter 
Punch" Mono), $18,000 in 10 days. 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
rhis Week $633,000 


Rased on 18 theatres) 
Last Year $578,060 
(Based on 15 theatres.) 





H.0’s Clip Cleve: 
‘Morning’ $19,000 


Cleveland, Sept. 13. 

Slight letdown in all key spots is 
noticeable here currently, shaving 
even State’s “Top O’ Morning” 
which looks like week’s best draw. 
Holdovers dominate downtown sec- 
tor. Stayover of “White Heat” at 
Hipp showing power. Ditto for 
Stillman’s second stanza of “Kid 
From Cleveland,” still riding on 
socko ballyhoo of national preem 
here a _ 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“Biue Lagoon” ‘U) Satisfactory 
$9,500. Last week, “Slattery’s Hur- 
ricane” (20th), fast $14,500. 

Esquire (Community) (704; 55-70) 

‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (8th wk). 
Still pleasing $7,000 following $8,- 
000 last folio. 

Hipp ‘Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“White Heat” (WB) (2d wk). Extra 





good $15,000 on heels of great $26,- 


000 last week. 


Ohio ‘Loew’'s) (1,305; 55-70)—/) 
“Madame Bovary” ‘M-G) (‘m.o.). 
Nice $8,000 Last week, “Great 
Gatsby” (Par) (m.o.), light $6,000. 


Palace (3.300; 55-70)—Roseanna 
McCoy” (RKO) (2d wk). Better than 
average $11,500, following fancy 
$17,500 last round. 


State (‘Loew’'s) (3,450; 55-70)— 
“Top O° Morning” ‘Par). Fairly 
breezy $19,000. Last week, “Ma- 


dame Bevary” ‘(M-G), $17,500 
Stillman ‘Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70)— 
“Kid From Cleveland” (Rep) (2d 
wk). Slipped to $11.000, still profit- 
able, after great $22.500 opener. 





Vaude Lifts ‘Roughshod’ 
Virile $26,000 in Mpls.; 
‘Jane’ Best Pic, $11,000 


Minneapolis, Sept. 13. 

With new fare at minimum and 
current trend to vaude, RKO-Or- 
is having clear sailing, 
thanks to its second Palace vaude- 
ville unit with “Roughshod.” Off 
to a fast start, it looks plenty virile. 
Lone major film newcomer is ‘‘Ca- 
lamity Jane and Sam Bass,” fine 
at State. It’s second week for “Top 
O’ Morning.” still strong at Radio 





| 
| 
| 





| “Trail 


‘BRIDE’ LUSH $27,000, 


PORT.; ‘BRAVE’ HOT 176 


Portiand, Ore., Sept. 13. 

This leoms as one of biggest 
weeks of the year at most firstrun 
houses. “I Was A Male War Bride” 
may set new attendance record at 
Oriental and Paramount. Lines 
are aiso in evidence at the Broad- 
way for “Home of Brave.” “Calam- 
ity Jane and Sam Bass” is okay 
at Mayfair. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway ‘Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—“Home of Brave” (UA) and 


| “Cover Up” (UA) (10 Days). Torrid 
$17.000. Last week, “Any Number | 


Play” (M-G) (2d wk), big $9,000. 


Mayfair (Parker) ‘1,500; 50-85)—| 


“Calamity Jane” (U) and “Ring- 
side” (Mono) (9 days). Nice $7,500. 
Last week, “Brimstone” (Rep) and 
Yukon” (Mono), $5,600. 
Oriental ‘H-E) ‘2,000; 50-85)— 
“Male War Bride” (20th) and “Sky 


Liner” (SG), day-date with Para- 
mount. Gigantic $10,000. Last 
week, “Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) 
and “Leave To Henry” (Mono), 
$3,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 


“Great Feeling” (WB) and “Kazan” 
(Col). Solid $8,500. Last week, 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and 
“Leave To Henry” ‘Mono), $7,400. 

Paramount ‘H-R) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Male War Bride” (20th) and “Sky 
Liner” (SG), also Oriental. Scorch- 
ing $17000 Last week, “Reign of 
Ter1 (EL) and “Sleeping Car 
Triec‘2” (EL), okay $6,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 


#5)—"‘Great Sinner” (ni-Gi. Sc- 
so $7,000. Last week, “Good Old 
Summertime” (M-G) (3d wk), fine 


$8,200. 


Vaude Tilts ‘Cat’ 
Lusty 266, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Sept. 13. 
Biz at mainstem houses took a 
nosedive over the past weekend, 
and an 1ll-day rain yesterday ‘Mon.) 
furthe slowed down trade. City is 
up to its ears in National League 
pennant race,.with thousands glued 
to radio and television sets if not at 
actual game. Vaude is pushing “Big 
Cat” to best money in town at the 
Fox with fast session. “Top O’ 
Morning” is next best entry. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘“Top O’ Morning” (Par) and 
“Special Agent” (Par). Fine $17,- 
500. Last week, “Great Feeling” 
and “Great Gatsby” (Par), 





| $12,000. 


City. Century, one of Paramount's | 


loop “A” houses, is closed for week 
to facelift. 
Estimates for This Week 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—-*Home 
of Brave” (UA) (m.o.). Still rolling 
at $6,000 clip. Last week, “Red 
Pony” (Rep) (2d wk), good $4,700. 
| Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
|**Top O’ Morning” (Par) (2d wk). 
Sturdy $12,000. Last week, great 
$17,500. 

RKO-Orpheum ‘RKO) (2,800; 50- 


76)—“‘Roughshod” (RKO) and sec-| 


ond Palace vaude unit. Stage prac- 
tically entire draw. Plenty virile 
$26,000. Last week, “Mighty Joe 
Young” (RKO), hefty $12,600. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (m.o.). 
Here after ——— initial canto 
at Orpheum. i 
week, “Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) (2d 
wk), satisfactory $6,800. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Ca- 
lamity Jane” (U). Fine $11,000 or 
near. Last week, “Home of Brave” 
(UA), $12,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-70)— 
“Brother Jonathan” (Mono). Okay 
$2.800. Last week, “They Met at 
Midnight” (M-G), $2,700. 


‘Colo.’ Stout $15,000, 
Toronto; ‘Wind’ Big 16G 


Toronto, Sept. 13. 
With plenty of holdovers and 
stout new product, grosses are in 
the upper brackets at most main 
stemmers. “Top O’ Morning,” “Sil- 
ver Lining,” “Stratton Story” and 
“Come to Stable,” all in second 





ne $7,000. Last. 


(F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Big 
Cat” (EL) and vaude. Fancy $26,- 
060. Last week, “Sand” (20th) and 
vaude, $22,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75)— 
“Too Late For Tears” ‘UA) and 
“Great Dan Patch” (UA). Okay 
$16,000. Last week, “Madame Bo- 
vary” (M-G) and “Leave To Henry” 
(Mono), $17.500. 

Missouri (F&M) (3.500: 50-75)—- 
“White Heat” (WB) and “Lone Wolf 
Lady” (Col) (2d wk). Down to $9,- 
000 after nice $14,000 initial ses- 
sion. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,400; 50-75)— 
“Come To Stable” (20th). Sturdy 
$16,000. Last week, “Meet Killer” 


|(U) and “Hellfire” (Rep), $10,000. 


Shubert (Ind) (1,500: 60-75)— 
“Guadalcanal” (20th) and “Purple 
Heart” (20th) (reissues). Good $6,- 
00C. Last week, “Geronimo” (Par) 
and “Lonesome Pine” (Par) (reis- 
sues), $6,500. 


Holdovers Hurt Frisco; 
Touch’ Smooth $17,000, 
‘Darling’ Nice $11,000 


_ San Francisco, Sept. 13. 

It is the usual post-Labor Day 
week dip here this session, with 
surplus of holdovers slowing pace 
generally. “Mr. Soft Touch” at 
Orpheum and “Once More, My 
Darling” at United Artists are do- 
ing fine as newcomers. Virtually all 





| holdovers are sagging sharply with 


even “Top O’ Morning” way off 
from opening stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 60-85) 
—“Easy Living” ‘RKO) and 


“Against the Wind” (EL) (2d wk). 


Down to $11,000 or near. Last 
week, nice $15,000. 

Fox (F WC) (4.651; 60-95) —“White 
Heat” (WB) and “Lovabie Cheat” 
(FC) (2d wk). Weak $13,000. Last 
week, hefty $23,000. 


Warfield (FWC) (2.656: 60-85)— 


“Come to Stable” (20th) and “Trail 
of the Yukon” (Mono) (2d _ wk). 
Okay P ceseaee Last week, boff 


weeks, are doing well. Sensational $23.00 


is “Gone With Wind” reissue be- 
cause of four-hour bill at the 
(Continued on page 22) 


= Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85)— 
Top 0’ Morning” (Par) and “Sky- 
(Continued on page 22) 


Bergen-Noble Boost Bargain’ Boff 


$30,000, Hub; Bovary’ Brisk $32,000 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total 
This Week..... $2,804,009 
(Based on 24 cities, 205 

theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 

cluding N 

Total Gross Same Week 

| Last Year.. . . $2,604,000 


(Rased on 22 cities and 
212 theatres.) 


‘Steal Standout 
— InK.C, Oke 116 


Kansas City, Sept. 
Take for 





Gross 











week is down from 


brisk pace of Labor Day week. 
“Abbott-Costello Meet Killer’ in 


three Fox Midwest firstruns is 
light. “Big Steal’ is much stronger 
and okay at the Missouri. Weather 
remains cool. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire-Apollo ‘Fox Midwest) 
(820. 1.050; 45-65)—"‘Not Wanted” 


(FC) and “C-Man” (fC). ‘Tempo- 
rary day-date set-up for this 
combo. Big $8,500. Last week, 


Esquire alone, “Hangover Square” 


((20th) and “The Lodger” (20th) 
| (reissues), $3,000. 

Midland ‘(Loew’s) (3.500: 45-65) 
— “Secret Garden’ ‘(M-G) and 


“Doolins of Oklahoma” ‘Col). Mild 
$12,000. Last week, “Great Sinner” 
‘(M-G) and “Gay Amigo” ‘Coi), 
$15,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 45-65)— 


“Big Steal” (RKO) and “Old- 
Fashioned Girl” (EL). Okay $11,- 
000. Last week, “Mighty Joe 
Young” (RKO) and “Make Mine 


Laughs” ‘RKO), hefty $15,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1.900; 45-@5)— 
“Top O° Morning” (Par) ‘2d wk). 
Very good $13,000. Holds a third. 
Last week, great $18,000. 

Roxy ‘Durwood) ‘900; 45-65) — 
“Eittle Chickadee” (U) and “Bank 
Dick” (U) (retssues), Pleasant $4.- 
300. Last week, “Tarzan Triumphs” 
‘RKO) and “Tarzan’s Desert 


Mystery” (RKO) (reissues). $5,000. | 
(Fox | 


Tower - Uptown - Fairway 
Midwest) (2,160, 2,043, 700: 45-65) 
— “Abbott - Costello Meet Killer” 
(U). Light $10,000. Last week, 
“Come to Stable” (20th), started 


Slowly but hit okay $16,000 on 
week. 


‘Heat’ Warm $12,000 In 





i 
| 


| Cincy; ‘Pony’ Sturdy 96, , 


‘Pigeon’ 86, ‘Crime’ 106 


round is generally taking a late- 
summer yawn. Four new bills are 


registering only moderately, with $15 
showing the way) 


\*White Heat” 
over “Scene of Crime” and “Red 
Pony,” closely bunched and a 
jump ahead of “Johnny Stool 
Pigeon.” “Top O’ Morning” is okay 
holdover. 


| Estimates for This Week | 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)—“Top 
_O’ Morning” (Par) and “Song of 
India” (Col) (2d wk). All right $11,- 
000 trailing great $23,000. 

| Capitol (RKO) (2.000; 55-75)— 
“Scene of Crime” (M-G). Moderate 
$10,000. Last week, “Madame Bo- | 


| 3a'doo tes (2d wk), satisfactory 
|. Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)—| 


“Red Pony” (Rep). Sturdy $9,000. 
| Last week, “Secret Garden” (M-G), 
fairish $7,500. 
| Keith's ‘(City Inv.) (1,542: 55-75) 
—"Johnny Stool Pigeon” ‘U). All 
right $8,000. Last week, “Yes Sir, 
aa My Baby” ‘U) (2d wk). big 


Lyric (RKO) (1.400: 55-75) — 
/“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Held for first half, and 
“Tough As They Come” (Ind) and. 
‘Singing Sheriff” ‘Ind) ‘reissues). | 


| So-so $4,500. Last week, “Wind,” | 
| alone, breezy $7,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600: 55-75)—| 


“White Heat” (WB) and “Sh 
Hill” (Col). Pleasing $12,000. lan | 
pene coe Young” (RKO) | 
ake ne P 
ore son ughs” (RKO), 
Shubert (RKO) (2.100: 55-75)—_ 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and| 
“Make Mine Laughs” (RKO) (m.o.). 
Modest $4,500. Last week. “It’s 
|Great Feeling” (WB) and “Arctic | 
‘Manhunt” (U) (m.o.), same. 7. 


Boston, Sept. 13. 

Last week’s boff biz has resulted 
in holdovers at most major houses 
here this stanza. Personal of Edgar 
| Bergen and a strong vaude-bill at 
| RKO Boston is headed for smash 
| week with “Strange Bargain.” Only 
other newcomer, “Madame Bovary,” 
| at State and Orpheum, lodks strong. 
'“Rope of Sand” is still sturdy on 
holdover in two houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Javcox) (1.200: 40-85)— 
“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Neat $12,000 after big $13,000 for 
last week. 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 
“Strange Bargain” (RKO) plus Ed- 
gar Bergen, Ray Noble, Pat Patrick, 
others, onstage. Boff $30,000 at no 
increase in prices. Last week, 
“Arctic Manhunt” (U) plus vaude, 
nice $21,000. 
| Fenway (NET) (1,373: 40-85)— 
“Rope of Sand” (Par) and “Down 
Dakota Way” (Rep) ‘(2d wk). Okay 
$6,500 after good $8.000 first. 

Mayflower (ATC) (700; 40-85)— 
“Not Wanted” (FC) ‘7th’ wk). 
Holding up nicely with $3,000 after 
$3,300 last week. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000: 40-85)— 
“Come to Stable” (20th) and “Make 
Mine Laughs” (RKO) (2d wk). Fine 
$22,000 following solid $30,000 for 
first. 

Metropolitan (NET) ‘4,367; 40-85) 
—“Top O’ Morning” ‘Par) and 
“Forgotten Women” ‘Mono) (‘2d 
wk). Big $21,500. Last week, solid 
$27,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Madame  Bovary” ‘(M-G) and 
“Blondie Hits Jackpot’ (Col). 
Strong $20,000. Last week, “Good 
Old Summertime” (‘(M-G), tasty 
$24,200 in & days 

Paramount (NET) (1,700: 40-85) 
—‘Rope of Sand” (Par) and “Down 
Dakota Way” (Rep) (2d wk). Nifty 
$16,000 after terrific $22,000 for 
first. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Madame Bovary” ‘(M-G) and 
“Blondie Hits Jackpot” (Col). Oke 
$12,000. Last week, “Good Old 
Summertime” (M-G), neat $15,800. 


‘Roseanna’ McCoy 2536, 
Denver; ‘Lucasta’ 166 


Denver, Sept. 13. 

“Roseanna McCoy” is copping 
top money at Broadway and two 
drive-ins of day-date combo here 
and making best showing this 
week. Pic is holding at Broadway 
and moving to two other drive-ins 
for added week. “Anna Lucasta” 
| looks barely passable in three the- 
| atres. Pre-school shopping cut first- 
run trade this round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (‘Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
4)\—“Roseanna McCoy” ‘RKO) 
day-date with East, West Drive-ins. 
Nice $8,000. Holds. Last week, 








Cincinnati, Sept. 13. | “Girl Jones Beach” (WB) (2d wk), 
| Biz at downtown houses this ® s 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 35-74) 
'—“Top O’ Morning” (Par) (3d wk). 
Down to $9,500. Last week, fine 
,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74)— 
“Anna Lucasta” (Col) and “Hold 
That Baby” (Mono), day-date with 
Esquire, Webber. Fair $12,000. 
Last week, “Come To Stable” (20th) 
and “Lost Tribe” (Col), fine $17,000. 


East Drive-In (Wolfberg) (900 
cars; 74c!}—‘“Roseanna cCoy” 
(RKO), also Broadway. North 


Drive-In. Fine $8,500. Last week, 
subsequent-run. . 

Esquire (Fox) (35-74)—“Anna Lu- 
casta” (Col) and “Hold That Baby” 
(Mono), also Denver, Webber. Fair 
$2,000. Last week, “Come To Sta- 


| ble” (20th) and “Lost Tribe” (Col), 


fine $3,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.200: 35-74)— 
“Good Old Summertime” ‘(M-G) 
and “October Man” (EL). Nice 
$15,000. Last week, “Mighty Joe 
Young” (RKO) and “Make Mine 
Laughs” (RKO), fine $15,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74)— 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) and 
“Kazan” (Col), day-date with Ri- 
alto. Fair $7,000. Last week. “Slat- 
tery’s Hurricane” (20th) and “Inci- 
dent” (Mono), $8,500 


Rialte (Fox) ‘878: 35-74)-— 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) and 
“Kazan” (Col), also Paramount. 
La 4 $2,500. Last week, subsequent 
runs. - 

Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)— 
“Anna Lucasta” (Col) and “Hold 
That Baby’ ‘Mono), also Denver, 
Esquire. Fair $2,000. Last week, 


“Come To Stable” (20th) and “Lost 
Tribe” (Col), $3,000. 

West Drive-In (Wolfberg) (950 
cars; 74)—“Roseanna McCoy” 
(RKO), also Broadway, East Drive- 
In. Fancy $9,000. Last week, sub- 
sequent-run, 
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Chi Holds Up; Bride’-Pearl Bailey 
Sock $59,000, ‘Feeling’-Vaude Tasty 
536; Kiss’ 156, ‘Hurricane’ 166, Nice 


Chicago, Sept. 13. * 

Usual post Labor Day dip didn’t 
materialize here as strong as ex- 
However, heavy rain 
starting Monday hurt. “Not 
Wanted.” at Palace, looks onl) 
fairish $16,000. Second week of 
“Lost Boundaries” at Grand is 
breaking recent house record with 
$22.000 expected. . 

Oriental has a smash $55,000 
with “I Was a Male War Bride” 
and Pearl Bailey heading vaude 
Neat $53,000 is shaping for “It’s a 
Great Feeling” and Betty Reilly 
and Sid Caesar in person at Chi- 
cago. “Slattery’s Hurricane” at the 
Roosevelt is drawing lusty $16,000 
*Midnight Kiss” at United Artists 
looks nice $15,000. Rita Hayworth 
reissues. “Cover Girl” and “Neve 
Lovelier” at the Rialto might catch 
okay $10.500. 

Jolson Sings Again” continues 
at its record-breaking pace a! 
Woods with rousing $38,000 third 
week. “Rope of Sand” at the State 
Lake looms smart $16,000 for sec- 
ond trame 

Estimates for This Week 


pected 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Great reese” (WB) with Betts 
Reilly and Sid Caesar onstage 


Neat $53,000, 
Morning’ ‘Far 


Last week, “Top O’ 
with Alan Young 


Liberace. and Lind Bros. topping 
vaude (2d wk), $56,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98) 


“Post Office Inspector” (Rep) and 
“Brimstone” (Rep). Bright $8,000 
Last week. “Sleeping Car Trieste 
and “Reign Terror” (EL) (2d wk 
$6 .000 

Grand ‘RKO) (1,500; 50-98)- 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) (2d wk?) 
Boff “22.000. Last week, $31,000 

Oriental ‘(Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
-—"'Male War Bride” (20th) with 
Peari Bailey in person. Smash $55.- 
000 or near. Last week, “Black 
Magic” (UA) with Louis Prima orch 
i2d wk?!. $38,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98) 
“Not Wanted” (FC). Good $16,000 
Last week, “Roughshod” (RKO) 
with eight vaude acts, $23,000 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700: 50-98)- 
“Cover Girl’ (Col) and “Never 
Lovelier” (Col) (reissues.) Okay 
$10.500. Last week, “Miracle of 
Lite” (Indie) (5th wk), $6,800 

Roo «velt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98) 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) 
Fancy $16,000. Last week, “Man- 
handled” (Par) and “Big Cat” (EL) 
(2d wk). $9,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
— “Rope of Sand” (Par) (2d wki. 
Bright $16,000. Last week, $26,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)'—**Midnight Kiss” (M-G). Nice 
$15,000. Last «eek, “Madame Bo- 
vary” (M-G) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Woods (‘Essaness) (1,073; 98-$1.25) 
—Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (3d 
wk). Still big at $38,000 for third 
record week. Last week, $50,000. 

World ‘Indie) (587; 80)—‘“Quiet 
One” (Indie) (3d wk). Final stint 
crisp $3,500. Last week, 34,000. - 


Crosby Okay $18,000 In 
Pitt; ‘Heat’ NSH 1636, 
‘Stable’ Nice With 146 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 13. 
a “White Heat” at Stanley and 
Top O' Morning” at the Penn are 
leading the tewn, which is no sur- 
prise. But the way they're doing 
it has a touch of disappointment 
since both are not up to what was 
expected. “Come to Stable” shapes 
fairly fast at Harris and looks like 
a holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 

fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) (2d wk). 

ropping from opening stanza to 
about $6.000 on top of fancy $12,000 
last week. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
Come To Stable” (20th). Off to 
fairly good start and looks nice 
$14.000, and figured enough to hold 
Last week, “Slattery’s Hurricane” 
(20th), $10,200. 

Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
Top O’ Morning” (Par). Shoot- 
ing for okay $18,000 but not what 
anagement looked for from Cros- 
Dy-Fitzgerald comedy. Last week, 

adame Bovary” (M-G), $17,000. 
aaptanley (WB) (3,800: 45-80)— 
pavhnite Heat” (WB). Under hopes. 
°0, although $16,500 isn't so bad 
compared with what house has been 





0in q “ ; 9 
(Wee ate eek, Great Feeling 
Warner (WB) (2,000: 45-80)— 


“Great Feeling” (WB) (m.o.). Tepi 
.0.). pid, 
ant lucky to get $5,500. Last week, 
runga Din” (RKO) and “Lost Pa- 


trol” (RK 4 ' 
$10,509 2 (reissues), healthy 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported hevewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share.on net teke 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 


u hen 


prices, however. as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 











Tring Tal 
14G, Tops L ville 


Louisville, Sept. 13 

Nothing outstanding this week 
on the main stem, with no evident 
upswing in business. Weather has 
tugged cooler. which should help 
irade, bul product is not too sturdy 
“You're My Everything” at Rialte 
looks good, and “Great Sinner” ai 
Siate is just ordinary. Holdover of 
White Heat” at Mary Anderson is 
still plenty torrid. Kentucky State 
Fair opened Sunday (11) and this is 
no help 

Estimates for This Week 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,400; 


45-65) ‘White Heat (WB) (2d 
wk). Still romping along at torrid 
$9.000. and may hold. Last week 


sock $11,000 

National (Standard) (2,400: 50-75) 

Model Wife” (U) (reissue) and 
State Dept.—File 649” (FC) plus 
seven-act vaude bill. Strong $8,000. 
Las! week. “Flving Deuces” ‘U) 
and “Suddenly It’s Spring” (Par) 
(reissues) plus vaude headed by 
Charicteers, $8.500 

Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3.000: 
45-65 You're My Everything” 
20th) and “C-Man”™ (FC). Healthy 
$14.000. Last week, “Top O’ Morn- 
ing Pat $15.000 

State Loew's) 
Great Sinner 
Man” (Mono) 
Last week 
G) and 
$12,000 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)—“Not 
Wanted" (FC) and “Daughter of 
West’ «FC!. Resonant $6,500. Last 
week, “Lonesome Pine” (Par) and 
“Geronimo” (Par) (reissues), $6,000. 


‘Morning’ Seattle Ace, _ 
$14,000; ‘Heat’ Big 126 


Summer weather continues but 
the big films are doing real well 
currently. Ace newcomer appears 
to be “Top O' Morning” at Liberty, 
where sock. “White Heat,” also 
new, shapes big at the Orpheum. 
“Male War Bride” still is great at 
Fifth Avenue 

Estimates for This Week 

Celiseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) and 
“Woman Hater” (U). Okay $8,000. 
Last week, “Blue Lagoon” (U) and 
“Far Frontier” (Rep), $8,500. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 50-24) 
—Male War Bride” (20th) and 
“Follow Me” (RKO) (2d wk). Great 
$11,000 after smash $15,500 last 
stanza. 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 50- 
84)—**Top O’ Morning” (Par). Socko 
$14,000 or better. Last week, 
“Great Gatsby” (Par) and “Air 
Hostess” (Col), oke $7,200. 

Music Box ‘(H-E) (850; 50-84)— 

Biue Lagoon” (U) and “Far Fron- 
tier” (Rep) (m.o.). Fair $2,000 in 5 
days. Last week, “Silver Lining” 
(WB) and “One Last Fling” (WB) 
‘6th wk), swell $3,400. 

Musie Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84)— 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) and “Cali- 
fernia Ahead” (FC) (2d wk). Siow 
$5,000 after big $10,200 last session. 

Orpheum (‘H-E) (2,600; 50-84'— 
“White Heat” (WB) and “House 
Across Street” (WB). Big $12,000 
or near Last week, “Great Feel- 
ing’ ‘WB) and “Postoffice Investi- 
gator” (Rep) (2d wk), $7,600. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) 
—‘Crooked Way” (UA) and “Not 
Wanted” (FC) (2d runs) plus vaude 
Mild $5,000. Last week, “Home of 
Brave” (UA) plus Shaw & Lee unit 
onstage, $4,800. 

Paramount (Ii-E) (3,039; 50-84)— 
“Rope ot Sand” (Par) and “Jackpot 
Jitters” (Mono) (2d wk). Oke $4,- 
000 in 4 days. Last week, good 
$9,000. 


(3.000: 
M-G) and 
Medium $12,000. 
‘Madame Bovary” (M- 
“Lone Wolf Lady” (Col), 


45-65)— 
“Music 





. Darline” I 


‘ROPE’ $18,000, D. C.; 


‘BRIMSTONE’ FINE 736 


Washington. Sept. 13 
With flurry of vacations virtually 
over, mid town biz seems headed 
toward steady pace. “Top O' Morn- 
ing’ at Loew's Palace’ seems 
surefire to top town. “Too Late 
for Years” at Loew's Capitol 
hypoed by Blue Barron band on- 
stage, fooks solid. “Brimstone” is 
fine at Met 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol ‘Loew's! (2.434: 44-85 
“Too Late for Tears UA) plus 
Biue Barron orch onstage Firm 
$22,000 week Once More 
plus Vic Damone 

soared smash 
hopes 


Last 
heading lo 
$32.000. ove! 
Keith's (RKO 1.939 
That's My Baby { 
000 if a bit below 
Miehiv Joe Young 
$20.000 for 11 davs 
Metropolitan ‘WB 1.163 
Brimstone (Rep 
for this smallseate: 
Creat Feeling WB) 
000 


Show 


44-80 
Okay $11 
Last week 
RKO hot 


hope Ss 


44 
Fine 
Last 

2d 


80 
$7500 
weet k 
run'. $7 
Palace ‘Loew's 
“Top OO Morning 
$26.000 or neat 
To Stable 
expectanc\ 
Playhouse 
Girl in 
Slightly, 
last week 
Warner (WB 
“Rope of Sand 
GOO Last week 
WB. same 
Trans-Luax (T-L 
“Reign of Terror” 
Not up to pix of 
with $5.500 after 
$6.500 opene! 


44-74 

Smash 

“Come 
below 


‘2.370. 
(Pat 
Last week 
20th $20,000, 


432: 50-85 


(3d wk 
$5,500 


Lopert 
Painting | 
over $4000 afte 
2.164: 
(Par 

“White 


44-74) 
(;ood $18.- 
Heat” 
(654: 44-80) 
(EL) (2d wk! 
recent months, 
disappointing 


Living’ Lively | 
$16,000 in Prov. 


Providence, Sept. 13. 

“Easy Living” is making the best 
showing this session at the Albee 
Schooi reopenings hurt over week- 
ead and will hold down biz this 
round. Loew's State’s “In Good 
Old Summertime” is good 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO (2.200; 44-65)— 
“Lady Gambles LU) and “Flaming 
Fury” il Started today (Tues.) 
Last week. “Easy Living” (RKO) 
and “Make Mine Laughs’ (RKO), 
nice $16,000 in 8 days 

Carltow (‘Fay’) (1,200: 44-65)— 
“Brimstone” ‘Rep! and “Treasure 
Monte Cristo” (SG). Good $5,500. 
Last week. reissues 

Fay’s ‘Fay’! (1.400; 44-65)—"One 
Last Fling” (WB) and vaude headed 
by Art Lund. Good $7,500. Last 
week, “Riders Whistling Pines” 
(Rep) and return of vaude, nice 


$8,500. 

Majestic (‘Fay’) (2,200: 4465)~— 
“Come to Stable” (20th) (2d wk). 
Very nice $14,000 after big $17,000 
first sesh 

MetropoKtan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—"Big Cat” (EL) and “Sleeping 
Car Trieste” (EL). Meek $4,800. 
Last week, “Movie Crazy” (Indie) 
‘reissue’ and “Tuna 
(Mono), $4,000. 

(3,200: 


State (Loew) 
“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) 
Good $19,500. Last week, “Great 
Sinner” (M-G) and “Law Barbary 
Coast” (Col), $19,000 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 


—‘Rope of Sand” (Par). Second 
week began Monday (12). First 
was good $12.000. 


Bway Still Bis Despite Schools 
Opening, f.0.'s; ‘Capricorn on Top 
$140,000, ‘Heat’-Cugat Wow 706, 2d 


Clipper” | 
44-65)—- '° 


Despite the usual reaction from, 


week and school 
Broadway first- 
holding in nice 
Start of fall 


a big Labor Day 
opening influence 
run grosses are 
fashion this session 
terms in public institutions of 
learning on Monday (12) was not 
as much detriment to trade as had 


been expected although prepara- 
tion for school over the weekend 
hurt somewhat Brisk business 


showing is being made despite the 
number of holdovers and extended- 
runs Rain last Thursday (8) and 
vesterday ‘Tue had small effect 

Lone major newcomel ‘Under 
Capricorn” at the Music Hall, ts 
reaching out for a big $140,000 or 


hette: This is close to the pace 
set bv “Silver Lining another 
Warner picture, in its first Hall 
week 


Both the Paramount and Strand 
are holding up in sirong stvle on 


second weeks Par flagship, with 
Top O° Morning” and Carmen 
Cavallaro band topping stageshow, 
shapes very fine $74,000. “White 
Heat” plus Xavier Cugat band, al- 
so in initial holdover stanza, con- 
tinues sock at around $70,000 at 
Strand 

“Male War Bride” with Jack Ha 


ley heading stage bill still is doing 


nicely with $85.000 or close for 
third week at Roxy. with fourth 
session set 

“Sword in Desert” is maintain- 
ing a highly profitable gait at 
Criterion. finishing third round 
with $26.000 even though down 
from a big second week. “Jolson 
Sings Again with big $52,000 o1 
thereabouts is off from third 


round at State iiowever, just 
how smash business is for “Jolson” 
is shown by the fact that it will 
have passed the $280,000 mark in 
four weeks at State 

Current Palace week, with “Blon- 
die Hits Jackpot” and usual eight 
acts of vaude, is disappointing 
near $19,000 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘l.ost Boundaries” (FC) (11th 
wk). Holding nicely at $17,000 after 
fancy $18,000 last week, bit below 


hopes. Stays on inde! 

Bijou (‘City In (589: $1.20- 
$2.40'\—"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (47th 
wk Doing well at $10,500 after 
sturdy $12,000 last week Con- 


tinues 

Capitol ‘Loew's 
—‘*Madame Bovary” 
David Rose orch, Eileen 
Jay Marshall heading stage bill 
(3d wk). Dewn to $51,000 this 
round after big $79 060 last week. 
“Midnight Kiss" (M-G) due next, 
but combo holds fourth stanza. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘Sword in Desert” (U) (4th wk). 


4.820: 55-$1.50) 
(M-G) with 
Barton, 


Third session ended last night 
(Tues.) staying up very nicely at 
$26.000 after fancy $36,000 for 
second week 

Globe ‘Brandt: (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
|—“Crooked Way" (UA) (2d-final 
wk). Off to $11,000, after fairly 
good $17,500 opener “Abbott- 
Costello Meet Killer’ (U) opens 
Saturday (17). 

Gotham (Brandt) (900. 44-99)— 
“Duck Soup” (Par) and “Animal 


Crackers” (Par) (reissues! (3d wk) 
Holding nicely at $15,000 after big 
$18,000 second frame. Stays indef 

Mayfair ‘Brandt: (1,736; 50-$1.20) 


— “Kid From Cleveland” (‘Rep) 
(2d-final wk: Down to $10,000 
this week after mildish $16,000 


Steal’ $20,000 in Slower Philly: 
Kiss’ Loud 306 After Record Ist 


Philadelphia, Sept. 13 
Film Row here still is stirred by 
enormous biz created by preem of 
“That Midnight Kiss.”’ which broke 
20-year-old house record at Boyd 
opening week. It still is smash in 
second. Personals by Mario Lanza 


and Kathryn Grayson plus great 
bally by Warner and Metro flacks 
did trick. Brisk weather brought 


out weekend attendance to bolster 
returns at most houses where hold- 
over fare predominated. “The Big 
Steal.” only big newcomer of im- 
portance, looks fairly good at Earle 
Estimates for This Week 

Aidine (WB): (1,303; 50-99)—“Ma- 
dame Bovary” (M-G) (3d wk). Hold- 
ing well at $11,500 after neat $14.,- 
000 for second. 

Boyd (Wis) (2.360, 50-99)—“Mid- 
night Kiss” (M-G) ‘2d wk). Still 
pacing town at $30,000 after rec- 
ord $42,000 opening round 

Earle (WB: (2,700: 50-99)—“Big 
Steal” (RKO). Good $20,000. Last 


week, “One Last Fling” (WB) plus 
stageshow with Frankie Laine, Con- 
nie Haines, Jan Murray, socko 
$35,000 


Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-99)—"‘Come 


To Stable” (20th! ‘(2d wk}. Fast 

$17.000. Last week, $27,000 
Goldman ‘Goldman’ (1,200, 50- 

99)—"Good Old Summertime” 


(M-G) (4th wk) Last 
week, $12,000 

Kariton ‘Goidinan:! (1,000; 50-99) 
—"*Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (2d 
wk) Powerhouse $16,000 after 
great $21.000 break-in. 

Mastbaum (WB) ‘4.360; 50-99)-- 
“White Heat” (WB: (2d wk). Still 
plenty warm at $22,000 after blaz- 
ing $35,000 debut. 


Mild $8,008. 


Stanley ‘WB: (2.950; 50-99)— 
“Top O° Murning” (Par) (2d wk) 
Light $15,000. Last week, so-so 
$21,000. 

Stanton ‘WR) (1,475: 50-99)— 
“Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col). Fair 
$10,000. Last week, “Outpost in 


Morocco” (UA) (2d wk', $9,500. 


opener “Fighting Kentuckian” 
(Rep) opens Saturday (17). 

Palace (RKO) (1.700; 55-$1.20) 
—“E™ndie Hits Jackpot” ‘Col 
with vaude. Off at $19,000 or bit 
better. Last week, “House Across 
Street’ (WB) plus vaude, great 
28,500. one of biggest weeks here 
with current vaudfilm polics 

Paremount (Par) (3,664 55- 
$1.50)\—“Top O° Morning” (‘Par 
plus Carmen Cavallaro orch, De 
Marco Sisters heading stageshow 
(3d-wk) Holding up strongly in 
first holdover round at $74,000 
after very big $98,000 opening 
week, bit lower than expected 

Park Avenue (‘U) (583: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Hamlet” it (‘Sist wk). 
Back to normal pace here for 50th 
week ended last Monday (12) at 


$7.600 after $8,200 in week ahead, 
due to holiday biz and extra mati- 


nee Continues 

Radio City Music Hall ‘(Rocke- 
fellers (5,945 80-$2.40)—"Under 
Capricorn” (WB) with stageshow. 
First week zooming to big $140,- 
000 or near alter opening strongly 
on rainy day Holds Last week, 
“Goced Old Summertime (M-G) 
and stageshow (Sth wk strong 
$132,000 

Rialto ‘Mage) (594 44-98)— 
“Frustration” (FC) (3d-final wk). 


Fine $7,500 after $9,000 last week. 


“Ringside” (SG) opens Friday (16). 

Rivoli (‘UAT-Par) (2.092: 60-$1.25) 
—“Come To Stable” (20th) (7th 
wk) Back to recent gait around 
$20,000 after sturdy $25,000 last 
stanza, albeit a bit under hopes. 
Stays on 

Rexy (20th) (S886: R0-$1.50)—~ 


“Male War Bride” (20th) with Jack 
Haley, Martha Stewart, Maxellos, 
iceshow (3d wk). Off this frame at 
$85,000 but still very good for this 
stage of run and enough to war- 
rant fourth week; second was big 
$116,000 

State (Loew's) (3,450 
“Jolson Sings Again” (‘Col) (5th 
wk). Fourth session ended last 
night (Tues.) slipped considerably 
with about $52,000 or better in 
prospect, albeit still very smash. 
Third week soared to terrific $70,- 
000, considerably better than hopes, 
and second best week of run 

Strand (WB) (2.756; 50-$1.25)— 
“White Heat" (WB) with Xavier 
Cugat orch and Latin-American re- 
vue onstage (2d wk) Continues 
packing them in, with smash $70.- 
000 likely after giant $79,000 
opener. Stays on 

Sutton (KR & B) (561; 70-$1.20)— 
“Quartet” (£Li (25th wk. Still 
highly profitable at $7,200 after $8,- 
200 last week. Continues * 

Victoria ‘City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)\—"The Window” ‘RKO) (6th 
wk). Down to $11,500 currently 
after big $13.000 last week. Stays 


Det. Loaded Down With 
H.0.’s, Reissues; ‘Morning’ 


186, ‘Hurricane’ 206, 2d 


50-$1.80)— 





Detroit, Sept. 13. 
Apparently figuring it unprofit- 
able to fight Michigan State Fair 


competish, exhibitors are standing 
pat on last week's pic or using re- 
issues. The holdovers are doing 
fairly well, especially “Rope of 
Sand” at the Palms. “Top O° Morn- 
ing” shapes fairly okay at the 
Michigan on first holdover round. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox ‘Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and 
“Devil's Henchman” (Col) (3d wk). 
Fair $20,000. Last week, $28,000 

Michigayo ‘United Detroit) (4,000: 
70-95)—"‘Top ©’ Morning” (Par) 
and “House Across Street” (WB) 
(2d wk). Okay $18,000. Last week, 
$28,600 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—"Rope 
of Sand” (Par) and “Hold That 
Baby” (Mono) (2d wk. Nice $16,- 
000. Last week, smash $24,000 

United Artists (UD) (2.000; 70-95) 


“Blossoms in Dust” (M-G’ and 
“Women” (M-G) (reissues!. Trim 
$12,000 Last week, “Anna Lu- 
casta” ‘Col) and “Kazan” (Col), 
$10,000 

Madison (UD: ‘1,800; 70-95)— 


“Sun Never Sets” (FC) and “Fury 
at Sea” (FC) ‘reissues’. Mild $8.- 
000. Last week, “Mr. Soft Touch” 
(Col) and “Lost Tribe” (Rep) ‘m.o.), 
$10,000 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700, 70-95)— 
“Gud Olid Summertime” (M-G) (24 
wk). Fading $8,500. Last week, oke 
$10,000. 

Downtown ‘Balaban’ (2,900; 70- 
95'\—""Meet the Killer” ‘U) and 
“Flaming Fury” (Rep) (2d wh). 
, Slow $6,000. Last week, $7,590. 
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THE BIGGEST 
KISS IN 
MOVIE 
HISTORY! 
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SMACK! 


(in Technicolor) 


World Premiere in 
Philadelphia breaks 
20-year record of 
Boyd Theatre for first 
week. M-G-M's Sweet- 
heart of Technicolor 
Musicals is headed 
for terrific long run! 
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with ETHEL BARRYMORE *» KEENAN WYNN : J. Carrol Naish + Jules: Munshin * Thomas Gomez 
Marjorie Reynolds +.And Introducing MARIO LANZA - Color by TECHNICOLOR - Screen Play by 


: 
M-G-M presents “THAT MIDNIGHT KISS” starring KATHRYN GRAYSON : JOSE ITURBI 
| 
Bruce Manning and Tamara Hovey - Directed by NORMAN TAUROG ' Produced by JOE PASTERNAK 
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Arg. Pix Industry Faces Crisis With 
Dollar, Stock Snarls, Peron Problem 





Montevideo, Sept. 6 *¢ 


Although the Argentine press 


has orders to suppress any stories Spain Will Continue 


t might give an impression that 
7] is — flourishing in Argentina’s 
film industry, stories reaching this 
neighboring country of Uruguay 
make it quite clear that the Argen- 
tine film makers are up against 
as severe a crisis as any they 
weathered during the last war. 

Chiefiy their troubles stem from 
{he uneasy dollar situation and the 
consequent scarcity of raw stock. 
Although this has been overcome, 
according to official Argentine ver- 
sions, by importation of raw stock 
from Europe, the reality is that 
studios have to bid against each 
other for allocation of the Euro- 


actual import value of the cellu- 
loid. Many studios try to over- 
come this snafu by purchasing | 
stock on the black market. This 
only gets them into worse hot | 
water, as the quality of the raw) 
stock acquired in this way is un- 
even, to say the least, and in the 
case of one picture recently re- 
leased at a swank preem in the 
seost imnortant theatre in Ruenos, 
Aires, the producers were not cer- 
tain until the very moment of 
screening, whether the film they 
had in the cans would actually 
stand up to projection. 

These problems do not refer to 
raw stock alone, but to all kinds 
of technical equipment, even to 
photographie plates for stills. So 
that what with ptrchases of ma- 
terial on the black market, delays 
while raw stock and other equip- 
ment are unavailable, and all the 
snags attendant on poor organiza- 
tion, Argentine studios have to 
face up to steadily mounting costs, 
which eventually wind them up in 

(Continued on page 17) 


Wilson, Grand National 
Head, Planning U.S. Trip 
On Film Product Swaps 


London, Sept. 6. 

Maurice J. Wilson, chairman and 
managing director of Grand Na- 
tional Pictures, which he took over 
when in liquidation, turning it into 
an important indie producing com- 
pany, expects to go to New York 
and Hollywood in the next few 
months. Prime object is to line up 
indie American product for Eng- 
land, and also to dispose of some 
of his pictures just made and cur- 
rently in production, which he feels 
have an international appeal. 





| 
mill" story backgrounded with the IRISH TOURING LEGIT 


Windmill theatre, which stages con- 
tinuous revue and was a famous GI. 
spot during the war. Another pic, | 
“Miss Pilgrim’s Progress,” pro-| 
duced and directed by Daniel M.' 
Angel and Val Guest, same direc- 
tors of “Murder,” has American 
Yolande Donlan as star. Most 
promising of his bunch is “The 20 
Questions Mystery,” from the radio 
feature “20 Questions,” with Stew- 
art MacPherson, Jack Train, Rich- 


“aireaay pberore the” Gaiieras.” 


ard Dimbleby and Daphne Padel., | 


all the leads in the radio show, as 
the stars. Producer of latter is 
Victor Katona, with Paul Stein, 
known in Hollywood. as director. 
One of Wilson's biggest efforts 
will be “A Tale of Five Cities.” 
This he is producing in association 
with Boris Morros and Alexander 
Paal. It stars Bonar Colleano in 
the role of an American journalist. 


U. S. Gets 80% of Arg. 


16m Commercial Film Biz 


, Washington, Sept. 13. 
There is little 16m commercial 
film: biz in the Argentine but, such 
as it is, the U. S. grabs about 80% 
of it, according to a report today 
by the U. S. Dept. of Com- 
merce motion picture-photographic 
branch. There are no regular the- 
atres showing the narrow gauge 
films and most of the traffic is for 
tivate showings in clubs and 
omes. There are few public 
Showings in halls and open lots. 
Pictures are largely reduced 
Prints of the regular ~35m films 
with rentals ranging from as little 
88 approximately $1 for single reel 
ots as to as much as $10 to $12 
or some features. Trere are some 
exican and Italian 16m prints in 
market, 





i urday night chiller. 





Getting U.S. Pix Product 


Barcelona, Sept. 6. | 

Fear as to scarcity of American 
product for this season has been 
eased with publication of 1949-50 


| exhib lists. 


Listed for showing in Spain are 
“Snake Pit,” “Mr. Belvedere Goes 
to College,” “Yellow Sky.” “Gone 
With the Wind.” “Command De- 
cision,” “Edward, My Son,” “Joan 
of Arc,” “Johnny Belinda,” “Key 
Largo” and a good number of 
lesser titles 





pean shipments, through the gov- | . ’ 
ernment import agency, and that 
they must pay over 60% above the we IS 


Production Busy 


Stockholm, Sept. 4. 

A total of 31 pictures is sched- 
uled fer production by nine 
Swedish film companies during the 
1949-50 season. Of these, some are 

a 
addition to the nearly completed 
productions of “Torst” (‘Thirst’) 
and “Bara En Mor” (‘Only a 
Mother’’), Svensk Filmindustri will 
put four other films before the 
cameras. 

Sandrew-Bauman Film will lens 
six new pictures, two of which, 
‘Pippi Langstrump” and “Loffe Som 
Polis (“Loffe as Policeman”) are 
designed for children. SBF is also 
collaborating with the German 
producer-director Helmuth Kaut- 
ner on a film about displaced per- 
sons authored by Stig Dagerman. 

“Hoparegrend Och Himmelriket” 
(““Hoparegrend Street and 
Heaven”) and “Menniskors Rike” 
(“The People’s Land”) will be 
filmed by Nordisk Tonefilm. Svea 
Film has three new productions 
scheduled, two of them in associa- 


tion with Imago Film. “Pappa 
Bom” (“Bom as Daddy”) will be 


produced by Filmbyreau. 


Kungsfilm has slated three new 
films, ‘“Lang-Lasse I  Delsbo” 
“Svenske Ryttaren” and “TVA 


Trappor Over Garden.” Unproduc- 
tive for more than a year, Wive- 
film is back in operation with 
“Min Syster Och Jag” “Det Var 
En Gang En Sjoman” and a new 
version of “Anderssonskans Kalle.” 
Terra fiilm’s production of “Sing-~ 
oalla” is currently being edited and 
Europa Film has five new pix com- 
ing up. 





IN TWO GROUP SPLIT 


Dublin, Sept. 6. 


Ibbs-Pringle Productions, after 
operating successful strawhatter in 
Bray, County Wicklow, has dis- 
solved partnership and will hit the 
road with separate units this 
month. Gerald Pringle will run a 
fall season in Bray before moving 
out. 

Ronald Ibbs starts tour at The- 
atre Royal, Waterford, next week 
and gets in a swing around south- 
east Ireland. His “Hamlet” was 
the top touring hit last winter, but 
former Abbeyite, Harry Webster, 
now managing Ronald Ibbs Produc- 
tions, says emphasis will be on com- 
edy this time, including “Arsenic 
and Old Lace,” “Blithe Spirit,” 
“Pygmalion,” “Charley's Aunt” 
and “Night Must Fall,” for a Sat- 
Company will 
include Paula Byrne, Eric Fer- 
guson, Maureen Halligan, Ken- 
drick Huxham, Michael Gardner 
and Kathleen Feenan. 





Rank’s ‘Diamond’ Due For 


Novel Joint Premiere 
London, Sept. 13. 
“Diamond City,” described as 
Britain's first western, is being 
preemed simultaneously in Lendon, 
Johannesburg and Kimberley 
Sept. 22. It will be the first J. 
Arthur Rank film ever to have a 
joint debut in London and abroad. 
Arrangements have been made 
to fly special prints to South Africa 
for the occasion. Joint premiere 
is planned because locations for 
the pic were shot in the Kimberley 
district. 


| minority 


Union Boycott Asked Vs, 
BBC as ‘Feudal Bastion 


London, Sept. 6. 

British Broadcasting Corp.'s con- 
sistent refusal to talk terms with 
any of the trade unions was de- 
nounced at the annuai conference 
of the Trade Union Congress at 
Bridlington by George H. Elvin, 
general secretary of the Assn. of 
Cinematograph and Allied Tech- 
niciahs, and Tom O’Brien, M. P., 
chief of National Assn. of Theatri- 
cai and Kine Employees, who 
spoke on behalf of the TUC Gen- 
eral Council 

In a fortnight attack Elvin de- 
scribed the BBC as “one of the 
last bastions of feudalism” and re- 
ferred to cases where the minimum 
wage offered was at times $20 be- 
low that decreed by union agree- 
ment. He urged adoption of the 
report of the Ullswater 
agreement signed by the present 
Prime Minister, Clement Attlee. 

O’Brien, describing the BBC as 
the oniy public corporation which 
refused to deal with recognized 
unions, suggested that this “insult” 
could best be dealt with by a boy- 
cott of the BBC by every trade 
unionist. 


French Defends British 


~ Policy on Foreign Film 
Fests; Good Pix Scarce 


London, Sept. 13 


A defense of the policy of the 
British motion picture industry in 
participating in all major conti- 
nental film festivals, was made by 
Sir Henry L. French, director-gen- 
eral of the British Film Producers 
Assn., Friday (9). 

Criticism has been strong ali 
year. Trade press maintained the 
festivals were nothing more than 
a tourist racket and hadn't added 
a penny to the boxoffice receipts 
of pictures «hibited. Lay critics, 
on the other aand, have complain- 
ed that British participation was 
too half-hearted and that there was 
inadequate publicity and a lack of 
personal appearances by top star- 
rers 

French admitted that the BFPA 
was by no means unanimous on 
the advantages of participation, but 
the majority viewpoint was that 
the festivals had played some part 
in enhancing the prestige of Brit- 
ish pix throughout Europe. 

The desirable objective, he 
thought, would be the establish- 
ment of a single annual continental 


festival, and he hoped the British — 


producers would have the support 


| 


| Rank organization, 


of Americans campaigning for this. | 


French frankly admitted that 
Britain this year hadn't had good 
films available. Last year at Ven- 
ice they were able to shine. 

In regard to star personals, 
French said this was an expensive 
business and at the present time 
the British industry was trying to 
cut costs. In consequence, there 
will be no British stars at the 
Cannes Festival, but Sir Alexander 
Korda and Carol Reed planed out 
over the weekend to attend the 
gala showing of “The Third Man.” 

Sir Duff Cooper, recently ap- 


pointed export roving commission- . 


er for British producers, will also 
be at the Festival and will take 
part in discussions on the re-estab- 
lishment of an international Euro- 
pean confederation of film-pro- 
ducer organizations. He will also 
be representing the Foreign Of- 
fice. 


Austria Pix Exhibs Map 
Fight Vs. Kiba Control 


Vienna, Sept. 6. 

Most of the Austrian film ex 
hibitors have met in Salzburg re- 
cently and worked out plans to 
combat discrimination § allegedly 
used against them by the Vienna 
city-controlled Kiba film chain. It 
was unanimously resolved to book 
all pix, regardless of origin, joint- 
ly. Bitter complaints were raised 
against Kiba, with charges that the 
chain forced exhibs to accept me- 
diocre output. 

Another aim—to lower rentals 
now averaging 35°, to 20%—is 
liable to create a bitter hassle be- 
tween producers and distributors 








Other Foreign News 
on Page 17 











- Best Show at Festival Is Edinburgh 


itself, Kilted, Tartaned & Bagpiped 





Aussie Equity Wants Tax 


On U. S. Transcriptions  covbiesione 


Canberra, Sept. 7. 

Aussie Actors’ Equity plans ap- 
peal to politicians in capital here 
to slap a heavy tax on disks im- 
ported from U. S. and England, in 
order to protect home talent 

Equity secretary A. Diamond 
stated last week in Melbourne that 
opportunities for home talent in 
the local radio field were menaced 
by increase of transcriptions from 
abroad. 


‘Jolson 16m May 
Start Aussie War 


Sydney, Sept? 6 

Indications point to a major bat- 
tle developing between Columbia 
and other sponsors of the minny 
pix setup. including the 16m divi- 
sion of Metro, Warners and the 
latter distrib- 
uted here via a special unit at- 
tached to Greater Union Theatres 

There’s an agreement between 
Aussie exhibs here that no 16m 
feature pix will be screened within 
a certain radius in opposition to 
any regular cinema. It’s row al- 
leged by the other top 16m dis- 
tribs that Columbia has been play- 
ing “The Jolson Story’’—one of 
the greatest b.o. hits of all times 
in the Aussie sector—to parents 
and citizens associations, to factory 
staffs in industrial areas, for coin 
admission, in opposition to regular 
cinemas in the areas concerned. 
It’s using the 16m form, despite 
the fact that this pic is still being 
released to regular showmen in its 
35m form. Distribs say that if Co- 
lumbia goes ahead on similar plans 
with other top features, they'll 
come in too and the battle will be 





on e 


Nick Pery is presently making a 
biz tour of Sinapore and other 
Eastern spots for Columbia As 
head of Columbia in the Aussie 
zone he'll be approached immedi- 
ately on his return for a positive 


ruling on Columbia's policy cover- | 


ing the 16m field. 


PADOVANI DUE IN BRIT. 
FOR MORE DMYTRYK PI 


Rome, Sept. 6 

Lea Padovani, young Italian ac- 
tress who recently finished playing 
the femme lead in “Give Us This 
Day" at Denham Studios in Lon- 
don, has been vacationing in her 
native Rome and Capri. Sam 
Wanamaker played opposite, other 





roles being filled mostly by Brit- 
ish actors. 
Miss Padovani has been ap- 


proached by several Italian com- 

panies for future pix, but she will 

return to England end of Septem- 

ber for future assignments there 

with Dmytryk. 

New ‘Film Colony’ Combo 
Set for Port-of-Spain 

Port-of-Spain, Sept. 4. 

The picture industry here, com- 
prising i0 film companies, will con- 
verge on two acres of land near 
St. James Barracks, which will be 
converted into a “film colony.” The 
land is being leased to the film- 
makers by the government for a 
period of 25 years with an option 
of renewal. 

Each company will be allocated a 
portion of the property on which 
they will erect their offices. It’s 
expected that the area with be 
ready for occupation by next year. 








Tebay Appointment 
Charles H. ‘“Major”) Tebay has 
been appointed manager of the 
United Artists office in Trinidad 
Tebay. who will headquarter in 
Port-of-Spain, held that position 
for UA from 1937-44. 





Deksa Grabs ‘Bat’ For Mex 
Mexico City, Sept. 6 
Mexican distribution-exhibition 
rights to the postwar German pic, 
“The Bat,’ filmed in Agfacolor, 
hav. been obtained by Deksa, for- 
eign pic and cinematographic 
equipment company here headed 
by Jacob Epstein. 


‘clude Holland, 


By ALAN SCHNEIDER 
Edinburgh, Sept. 3. 


Edinburgh at Festival time is its 
own best bit of theatre. Winding 
streets dotted with 
kstores, curio shops, century-old 

pubs, and local characters plenti- 
fully supplied with Scotch whiskey. 
Kilts swinging and bagpipes sing- 
ing out almost anywhere and any- 
time. An endless succession of tar- 
tan-bedecked shops crammed with 
visitors from every corner of the 
world History and drama alike 
racing down the Gothic backbone 
of the Royal Mile’s medieval fo: 


tresses. And a skyline of hills and 
church steeples to match any in 
Europe. Topped by Edinburgh 


Castle, whose natural mist forma- 
tions make Olivier’s Elsinore seem 
phoney; and, when flood-lit night- 
ly, would shame a Norman Bel 
Geddes setting for “Macbeth.” 
Not that this year’s third Inter- 
national Festival of Musie and 
Drama is entirely lost in this 
brightly-colored backdrop. In fact, 
so much goes on daily that a visitor 


whether for three days or the 
entire three weeks—can't catch 
more ihan a handful of varied 
overlapping events Festival pro- 
gram includes aver 150 


performances attered over seven 
buildings and involving some 1,200 
performers. Top-level names take 
in musical ceiebrities Sir Thomas 
Beecham, Sir John  Barbirolli, 
Bruno Walter, Rudolf Serkin, 
Ernest Bloch; and theatre person- 
alities T. S. Eliot, Tyrone Guthrie, 
Jean Cocteau, Henry Sherek, Mary 
Ellis, Alec Guiness and George 
Coulouris 

Combined program 
something Billy Rose might have 
thought up in a spare moment 
There are four drama companies 
‘Scottish, English and German) 
presenting five plays, including two 
premieres (T. S. Eliot’s controver- 
sial “Cocktail Party” and Peter 

(Continued on page 17) 


adds up to 


Swiss Musical Hit Due 
For Int'l Presentation; 


U. S. Production Is Seen 


Zurich, Sept. 6 
Paul Burkhard’s musical comedy, 


“Der Schwarze Hecht.” (‘The 
' Black Pickerel’’), with libretto and 
lyrics by Juerg Amstein, which 


topped last season's Schauspielhaus 
performances with 50, is due for 


wide international presentation 

this season 

! ~ . . ‘ . * . 
Originally written in Swiss dia- 


lect, it is slated to be performed 
in a German version on several 
German stages. such as Dusseldort 
‘under the direction of Gustaf 
Gruendgens). Munich, Stuttgart 
and Hamburg. Other countries ia 
negotiation for the stage rights in- 
where the star of 
the Zurich performance, Rita Wot - 
tawa, will probably take the femme 
lead; Israel (Ohel theatre at Tel 
Aviv), Scandinavia, Great Britain 
and the U. S In the latter two 
countries, the play is likely to be 
produced by Eric Charell, who saw 
it in Zurich last year. 

Burkhard’s musical, “Hopsa— 
The Life of a Girl,” written in 
1935, will have its preem in Ger- 
many this month, at Theater am 
Gaertnerplatz, Munich's leading 
operetta stage. 


Mex Senators Launching 
Drive vs. ‘Immoral’ Films 


Mexico City, Sept. 6. 

A cleanup campaign against 
what their constituents regard as 
immoral Mexican pix, including 
some Mexican newsreel sequences, 
has been launched by a committee 
headed by Senators Gustavo Uru- 
churtu and Antonio Canale 


First move in the campaign is to 
ask Andres Serra Kojas, prez of 
the film trade's own bank, the 
Banco Nacional Cinematografico, 
to refuse financing to producers 
who insist upon making pix the 


committee regards as immoral, and 
in all cases not to lend producers 
coin until he is satisfied that the 
pix they are to make will be com- 
pletely clean. as per the commit- 
tee’s standards Committee claims 
dirty pix are hurting Mexico's film 


; export trade. 
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British Launching 


TV to Public Via Olympia Exhib 


wy" om. .. 
est drive ever to se 

a public is being launched at 
Radio Olympic, Sept. 28-Oct. 8, 
when every known trick will be 
employed to glamorize this new 
entertainment medium. Although 
normally regarded as the principle 
channel for export sales, this 
year's radio and TV exhibition is 
making an out-and-out appeal de- 
signed to aciract the native popula 
tion _ 

On every exhibiting stand, the 
main emphasis will be on the new 
TV models, particularly the latest 
projection type of equipment, with 
which a moderately large size pic- 
ture can be obtained without the 
use of the normal cathoed ray 
tube. It is expected that this will 
be the go-sign for a wholesale 
slashing of retail prices, and it's 
understood that, inclusive of pur- 
chase tax, sets will be available 
at around $150-$160. In a few 
months, it’s believed this figure 
will be further slashed, and mod- 
est table models will be on the 
market for $100. 

Throughout the duration of the 
exhibition, a large section of the 
mammoth Olympic will be taken 
British 
Broadcasting Corp. and the overall 
space for use will double that nor- 
mally available at Alexandria 
Palace It will be overlooked by 
a glass enclosed gallery which will 
enable visitors to watch rehearsals 
as well as transmitted perform 
ances. 

The BBC intends to step out for 
the occasion, and is opening its 
program Sept. 28 with “Ice Caval- 
cade,” in which the highlights of 
Tom Arnold’s “Ice Show” will be 
presented on a specially frozen 
stage. Guest stars for this pro- 
duction will inelude Cecilia Col- 
ledge and Richard Hearne, both 
currently appearing in-the current 
“Ice Show.” There will also be 
Joe Jackson, Jr., ice comic, brought 
over especially from America, and 
Peter Brough, ventriloquist, with 
Archie Andrews. 

Other entertainment highlights 
will be “Show Time,” a large-scale 
music hall show, starring Wilfred 
Pickles, Leslie Henson, Boy Foy 
and Julie Andrews, a new addition 
of “Cafe Continental,” the Ballet 
Rambert and “Old Songs for New.” 


EIRE *48 PIX RENTALS 
UPPED TO $2,000,000 


Dublir, Sept. 6. 
Ireland paid a net $2,000,000 for 
film rentals last year, according to 
an Irish Dept. of Commerce report 
just released here. Sum is amount 





remitted after deduction of dis- 
tributors’ office and sales force 
costs It shows an increase of 


around $200,000 over the previous 
year. Figures for preceding four 
years were, 1947, $1,812,000; 1946, 
$1,692,000; 1945, $1,504,000; 1944, 
$1,496,000. 

Cash is not remitted in dollars 
but in sterling to London offices 
of distribs. 


British Films Building 
Overseas Trade Slowly 


London, Sept. 6. 

Export difficulties confronting 
British producers are emphasized 
in the seventh annual report of the 
British Film Producers Assn., 
which refers to the progress made 
in the dominions and colonies. 

It's asserted that in dominion 
and cciuny territories there is a 
definite British preference, and in 
Czechoslovakia and other countries 
under the Soviet influence, inter- 
est in British pix has been well 
maintained under obvious difficul- 
ties. Substantial revenues have al- 
80 been earned in Germany and 
Japan where British pix have 
made a great impact, but so far 
the proceeds cannot be converted 
to Sterling use. In America, the 
Success of “Hamlet” and “The Red 

ees” is cited as proving “beyond 
any doubt” that American audi- 
_ will support good British 

ms in terms of substantial thea- 
tre receipts. 

Overall picture of Britain's over- 
= film trade is presented as a 

“ure of great endeavors, frus- 

tions and achievements with 

View that a sound overseas 
-—" is being built up the hard 





Drive to Sell 


+ 





Rossellini, De Sica To 
Aid Perugia Pix Fest 


Rome, Sept. 6. 
An International Film Congress 
will be held in Perugia, Italy, for 
three days, beginning Sept. 24 
Included in the committee spon 
soring the meet are Roberto Rose!l- 
lini and Vittorio De Sica. 
Among those invited 
are Anthony Asquith, 
Chaplin, Rene Clair 
trvk, Julien Duvivier 
Fritz Lang. David 
Olivier, Jean 
Von Stroheim. 


attend 
Charles 
Edward Dmy 
Ben Hecht 
Lean, Laurence 
Renoir and Erich 


to 


Danny Kaye May Tour 
Aussie: Ink ‘Streetcar,’ 
‘Harvey’ and ‘Carousel’ 


Sydney, Sept. 8. 


Harald Bowden 


general mana- 
ger of J. C. Williamson theatres, 
mlaned in fsam a talent 2punt in 


Britain and U.S It was his first 


trip abroad for a long time 
Bowden told newspapermen that 
Danny Kaye may come to Aussie 
within six months for a tour. He 
also said that a top film star would 
be brought out for “Harvey,” due 
to preem in Melbourne next Jan- 


uary 


“Streetcar Named Desire,” with 
an all-U. S. cast, wiil debut in Mei- 
bourne next spring, with another 
round of Gilbert & Sullivan opera 
going into Melbourne next Novem- 
ber Likely also for here are 
Song of Norway,’ Carousel” and 
several other Broadway hits. 











| Arg. Pix Crisis 
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Small 
all 


wonder then that 
the studios 
are virtually owned by the Indus- 


trial Credit Bank, which, under 
the more recent protectionist laws 
is expected to loan them up to 
60° of production costs. 
Eva's Tongue-Lashing 

Word has got around here that 
far from enjoying favored protec- 
tion from the official banks and 
in Government House circles, Ar- 
gentine producers are frequently 
hauled on the mat 
their shortcomings. The economic 
wizards running Argentina's finan- 
cial affairs have always hoped for 
good doilar revenue irom the film 
industry. and when instead of pro- 


the red 


practically major 


ducing dollars they are continual- | 


ly presenting themselves in a body 
to ask for “peso"’ loans or import 
licenses to solve their raw stock 
problems, far from getting a help- 
ing hand. they are given severe 
dressings-down There are even 
stories circulating in South Ameri- 
can film circles, that in a recent 
interview with Mme. Eva Peron, 
the Argentine President's wife, 
they were subjected to a wilting 
tongue-lashing. 

Apart from raw stock snafus, Ar- 
gentine producers also have their 
censorship problems and word has 
reached here of a turbulent inci- 
dent which developed when the 
Argentine actor Tito Gomez tried 
to approach President Peron at 
his private residence and was ar- 
rested by Presidential guards. 
Gomez had starred in a production 
called “Angeles de Uniforme” 
(“Angels in Uniform’), based on 
the achievements of the air pilots 
in FAMA, an Argentine air line. 
The production has been held up 
by censorship officials in the En- 
tertainment Board, who claimed 
that the picture did not do a good 
enough propaganda job for the Ar- 
gentine aviation setup. According 
to Gomez's story, one of the En- 
tertainment Board officials exacted 
a bribe from him to get the pic- 
ture released, and this was the 
story he had wanted to tell the 
President personally. The cops in- 
tervened and a considerable scan- 
dal ensued, with the result that 
it is doubtful whether the picture 
will ever be screened. The actor 
as a consequence is in the dog- 
house and nothing has been gained 
, by his turbulence, 


and told all | 











Continued from page 15 


Ustinov’s ‘somewhat disappointing) 
“The Man in the Raincoat”; and 


Best Show | 


Eight U. S. Majors 





'two Tyrone Guthrie-directed Scot- | 
| tish folk pieces, “The Gent!e Shep- | 
,herd” and “The Three Estates,” 
' both adapted by Robert Kemp; as 
| well as the first German language | 
production of “Faust” (by the Dus- | 
seldorf Theatre Co.) in Britain | 
since the war. 


Just Plain Fuss 


Glyndebourne Opera Co., Eng- 
land’s best. is presenting two 
operas in lialian, Verai’s “Un Batlo 
in Maschera” and Mozart's “Cosi 
Fan Tutte.” Ballet de Champs- 


Elysees from Paris is doing several 
new French ballets well as 
standby stuff In addition, there 
are seven symphony orchestras 
including one each from France, 
Switzerland. and Germany—four 
chamber music groups, a couple of 
choirs, and 40 soloists and instru- 
mentalists. Plus displays of Scot- 
tish regimental dancing, parades, 
bagpipe concerts, an opening cere- 
mony that brought together town | 
mayors trom 20 European coun 
tries—some of whom were techni- 
cally still at war with each other 
a much-heralded visit by the 
Queen of England, and other as 
sorted pageantry, pomp, ceremony 
and just plain In terms of 
the other two Festivals held so far, 
‘the program is aboul normai.~ 
Supplementing the 
tiv-l activities are a flock of un 
official sideshows. musical. theatri- 
cal, artistic and social. Every show 
biz outfit in town is putting on a 
welcome act and showing its wares. 


as 


fuss 


official Fes- 


Among more interesting theatre 
exhibits are: production in nave of 
ancient Dunfermline Abbey of 


“The Saxon Saint,’ a new play by 
Scotiand’s ieading dramatisi, Rob- 
ert Kemp, who already has two 
adaptations on the Festival sched- 
ule; international series of one-act 
plays by amateur companies from 
Scotland, Norway and Canada 
(brought over especially fer the 
occasion); Theatre Workshop pro- 
ductions by Chekhov, Moliere, 
Lorca and Ewan McColl. Built 
around McColl, another talented 
young Scottish poet and  play- 
wright. and sparked by director 
Joan Litthewood—-a combination of 
Margo Jones and Mary 
Theatre Workshop has deservedly 
garnered a reputation as one of 
most enterprising and vigorous the- 


atre organizations in the British 
Isles. Gateway theatre here is 
presenting “Hedda Gabler”; Peo- 


ple’s Theatre is doing “Wind and 
the Rain,” and Unicorn 


have aroused some interest with a | 


new comedy, “Anna Merry,” both | 
plays dealing with life in Edin- 
burgh. 
Possible 500G Take 
Not counting side attractions, 


some 245,000 tickets to Festival | 
events—totaling nearly $500,000 in 
possible total receipts—were put 
on sale all over Britain in April. 
By opening date, Aug. 21, very few 
were left—although a certain 
amount of barter and not too vio- 
lent scalping still goes on. P>ssi- 
ble take represents slight increase 
over last year's gross of $440,000. 
and marked advance from first 
year’s total of $360,000 

Concerts are biggest 
90,000 tickets on sale, most of 
which were sold far in advance. 
Drama, especially “The Three Es- 
tates’ and Eliot's play, is a close | 
second, with its 72,000 seats selling 
fast except for the Dusseldorf 
“Faust.” Ballet, with fewer seats 
(48,000) and company not equal to 
last year’s Sadler's Wells troupe, | 
also had practically no tickets left 
by opening day; but opera, peren- | 
nial deficit-maker, was getting rid | 
of only the lower-priced of its 34. 
060 tickets. Guthrie's production 
of “The Gentile Shepherd,” which 
was expected to repeat last year’s 
sensational success of “The Three 
Estates,’ aroused much interest be- 
fore opening. But subsequent re- 
ports have toned down sales. 

In spite of almost capacity 
houses, however, the Festival com- 
mittee expects to lose money— 
about $40,000 this year Last 
year's loss was about the same, with 
deficit in 1947 amounting to $84,- | 
000. ‘A! losses are taken care of | 
by the original $240,000 Guarantee 
Fund plus annual contributions. 
Purpose of the Festival is not so 
much to make money as to make | 


draw, with 


Edinburgh—in publicity, tourist 
dollars and prestige. 
On latter three counts, success 


is tremendous—-which is why plans 


for 1950 and 195! Festivals are al- | 


ready under way. 


‘for Spain WHat CONTACT 


Hunter— | 








Col. Resumes British Pix 
Production With ‘Lady’ 


London, Sept. 13. 

Columbia resumed British pro- 
duction Monday (12), when filming 
started at Nettlefold Studios on 
“Lady in Black,” to be produced 
by Mario Zampi and starring Joyce 
Howard, Terence Morgan and Mi- 
chael Medwin. 

Story is authored by Ald. de 
Benedetti, who wrote “Four Steps 
in the Clouds.” Mae Murray is 
signed as associate producer, 


Arg. Pix Talent Exodus 
Continuing; Stars Off 
To Europe, Hollywood 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 3 
Argentina Sono Film issreadying 
production of “Crimen en la Ti- 
enda” (“Crime in the Store”), star 
ring Mirtha Legrand and directed 
by Daniel Tinayre. Subsequently 
both star and director will ieave 
with another 

Mexico 


a picture there 
skedded to be made in 
Interamericana should start roll 
ing “Pampa Tigre’ soon but di 
rector Hugo Fregonese is still in 
Hollywood and reportedly has been 
signed by a U. S. studio This 
seems to herald a general exodus 
of Argentine talent, with Luis 
Cesar Amadori and cinemactress 
wife Zully Moreno also packing 
their grips for a Mexican trek 
Fernando Lamas has been inked 

by a U. S. studio. 

Argentina Sono Film is planning 
to team Arturo de Cordova with 
French actress Viviane Romance 
De Cordova has also been signed 
to make pix in Venezuela 

Lumiton has started work on the 
screen version of “Filomena Mar- 
turano,” with Tita Merello, Guil 
lermo Battaglia, Tito Alonso, Al- 
berto de Mendoza, Gloria Ferran- 
diz, Domingo Marquez and Agus- 
tin Barros, all of whom made up 
the cast of this legit production 
one of the best grossers of Buenos 
Aires’ legit throughout last winter 
There is a growing tendency in 
local films to take popular stage 
hits to the screen. 


Bach Home Town Fest 


Leipzig, Sept. 3. 


Players | 





A Bach festiva! will be given 
here next July in the ‘thomas 
church where Johann Sebastian 


Bach was organist for 23 years. 
Next year marks the 200th anni- 
versary of Bach's death and festi- 


vals are scheduled all over the 
world. Bach is buried in the 
Thomas church. The festival will 


probably be under the direction of 
German organist Guntar Ramin 

it is expected the Russians will 
admit visitors freely as they have 
done for the fair. 





Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Sept. 13 
“Annie Get Gun,” Co'ls'm (119) 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (20), 
“Brigadoon,” Majestic (22). 
“Black Chiffon,” West (20). 
“Daphne,” Wyndham (25). 
“Death of Salesman,” Plinx (7) 
“Edwina Black,” Ambas. (9) 
“Fading Mansion,” Duchess (2) 
“French Without Tears,” V. (13) 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (37). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (33) 
“Her Excellency,” Hipp. (12). 
“Ice Cycles,” Empress (12). 
“Ice Vogues,” Stoll (9) 
“Lady's Burning,” Globe (19) 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (25 
“Love Albania,” St. James ‘9. 
“Male Animal,” New (12) 
“Master of Arts,” Strand (2) 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane ‘119: 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (15). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (41) 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (17) 
“Summer Dream,” St. Mart (1). 
“Third Visitor,” York's (14). 
“Tobacco Road,” Play. (5 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal (127 
“Tough at Top,” Adeiphi (9) 
“Traveller’s Joy,” Criterion (66). 
“Western Wind,” Piccadilly 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (125) 
“Young Wives Tale,” Savoy \9). 


2 NNER RD OVE NODS be 
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in Mex Give Help 


10% Pay Hike; Strike Threats Rife 


+ Mexico City, Sept. 6. 


Eight major U. S. pic companies 
operating in Mexico have hiked 
their unionized help’s pay 10%. 
Hike featured revision of the two- 
year contract and was signed at 
the labor ministry by the managers 


and chiefs of the national 
cinematographic industry workers 
union (STIC), to which their or- 


ganized help belong.’ 

STIC had demanded a 50° hike 
with the threat of a strike during 
September unless the companies 
bowed STIC wrung a 20% pay 
hike from the Americans in 1947, 
when there was a strike threat 

American companies’ involved 
had a new setup this time. They 
are Warners, 20th-Fox, Paramount, 


Columbia, RKO, U-I, Metro, and 
Republic. Republic replaces UA 
in the major American setup as 


UA here is now Mexican-controlled 
and classed as a Mexican enter- 
prise 

Radio stations XEBS and XEAF 
it Nuevo Laredo, opposite Laredo, 


Tex., are under police guard fol- 
lowing management complaints 
that laborites raided the plants, 
beat up loyal employees and did 
much damage, including cutting 
cables Police protection was or- 
GET Dy “ie Tederat tai ad Vi Coie 
ciliation and_= arbitration Raid 
stemmed from resentment due to 
the board’s outlawing a. strike 
against both stations to enforce 


demands for a 100% pay hike. 

Local 1 (cinema help) of the na- 
tional cinematographic industry 
workers union has formally in- 
formed the federal board of con- 
ciliation that it will strike against 
Mexico City cinemas—Trans Lux 
Prado, Sept. 13, to enforce its de- 
mand for a 50% pay hike, and 
against the second run houses, 
Tepeyac, Odeon, Parisiana, Eden 
and Monumental Sept. 15. 


NEW ANGLO-ITALIAN CO. 
SETS DEAL FOR 4 FILMS 


Rome, Sept. 6. 

Tw British film producers, 
John Sutro and George Minton, 
have joined forces with Lux Stu- 
dios of Rome, and have formed a 
new company, Orlux. The deal is 
for four films. The idea is to. have 
Lux furnish the equipment, loca- 
tions, and anything else Italian. 
The English end would bring the 
cast. The story would necessarily 
be English. 

The first of the group, “Her 
Favorite Husband,” starring Rob- 
ert Beatty and Jean Kent, has 
been completed. Mario Soldati di- 
rected. Sutro wes producer of 
“The Seventh Veii. 


‘See How They Run’ Looks 
Click in Sydney Legit 


Sydney, Sept. 7. 
“See How They Run,” Phillip 
King’s new farce, should rack up 
some solid biz at the Minerva for 
Whitehall Productions. It's a 
breathless type of show, in fast 
tempo set by producer Fiffi Ban- 
vard, but with plenty of laughs 
nevertheless. Gwen Plumb, well- 
known in local radio, scores the 
top hit as a British servant girl. 
“See How They Run” concerns 
crazy developments arising out of 
a marriage between a smalltown 
clergyman and an actress. Cast, 
including Aileen Britton, Richard 
Parry, Grant Taylor, Lew Vernon 
and Daphne Winslow, is adequate. 
Production is good. 








Goring to Do ‘Daphne’ 


In Berlin in German 
London, Sept. 6. 

Marius Goring planes to Berlin 
to appear, with his wife Lucie 
Mannheim, in a German version of 
Laurence Olivier's “Daphne Aure- 
ola.” 

Piay. which is first British play 
done in German since the occupa- 
tion. opens at the Renaissance, 
Berlin, Oct. 3. 


Scots Yen TV 
Glasgow, Sept. 6. 

Pending arrival of TV north of 
the English border, Scots are 
already buying up video sets. 

In the first two days of Scottish 
Industries Fair in Glasgow, 30 TV 
sets for private use were sold by 
the only Scottish TV maker, Sey- 
mour Products (Arbroath), Lid. .. 
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Exhibs 
Of Pro-Industry 


More vigorous plugging for book-* 


ings of the “Movies and You”’ in- 
dustry public relations shorts is 
expected to result from the recent- 
ly-arrived at arrangement by which 
heads of various exhib associations 
will alternate as chairman of the 
committee in charge. There has 
been some criticism that branch 
managers and salesmen for the dis- 
tribs have not been pushing the 
pix sufficiently hard, and only 
about 7,000 bookings have been ob- 
tained to date on the early issues 
in the series. 

Under the new setup, which was 
arranged at a sidelight session of 
the recent all-industry public rela- 
tions confab in Chicago, the head 
of each major theatre organization 
will chairman the shorts commit-¢ 
tee for six months. In this way it 
is hoped that pressure from within 
the exhib groups themselves will 
provide a hypo. It was indicated 
at the Chi powwow that exhibs 
have not shown sufficient apprecia- 
tion of the value to themselves and 
the industry as a whole of the one- 
reelers being made at cost by Hol- 
lywood studios and released with- 

out a distribution charge. 


First ito wkE “thie via : 
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under the new setup is Arthur 
Lockwood, prez of Theatre Owners 
of America. He'll be followed at 


tne half-year intervals by William 
Ainsworth, president of Allied; 
H. V. ‘Rotus) Harvey, prexy of Pa- 
cific Coast Cenference of Inde- 

endent Theatre Owners; Harry 
Brandt. topper of the New York 
Independent Theatre Owners Assn.; 
and Leo Brecher, president of Met- 
ropolitan Motion Picture Theatres 
ASsn. 

To further strengthen the organi- 
gation for showing the briefies and 
getting additional ones made, Jo- 
seph Vogel,, v..p. of Loew’s, Inc., 
was named treasurer of the setup, 
and Francis S. Harmon, v.p. of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
in charge of exhibitor and commu- 
nity relations, was named secre- 
tary. Pix are being produced by 
various of the MPAA member stu- 
dios. Nine of the shorts are now 
completed and two more are al- 
most ready. 

It is hoped in about nine months 
to make the pix available in 16m 
for distribution to civic, church, 
school and ohter groups. Aim is to 
expose to the promotional films 
people who de not regularly come 
to theatres. They may also even- 
tually land on TV, although there 
are severe difficulties in the way. 
These are the tremendous number | 
of clearances that must ‘be obtained | 
because most of the shorts contain 
clips and scenes from old pictures. 
Special waivers must also be ob- 
tained from the Screen Actors | 
Guild and the American Federa- | 
tion of Musicians. 

Trailerizing ‘Foxes’ 

Twentieth - Fox sales veepee 
Andy W. Smith, Jr., and ad-public- 
ity veepee Charles Einfeld are 
siated to set out Oct. 4 on a three- 
week nationwide tour to promote 
the company’s upcoming “Prince 
of Foxes.” Duo plan to visit as 
many 20th exchanges as possible 
during the trip and will also hud- 
die with exhibitors and indie ex- 
hib organizations. 

Trip marks a repeat of one 


taken several months ago by 
Smith, Einfeld and veepee Al, 
Lichtman. At that time they con- 


fabbed with exhibs on their new 
sales policy. 
railer for Literature 

Following through on its public 
relations pitch on Hollywood as a 
eultural center and stimulus, Mo- 
iion Picture Assn. of America has | 
issued a pamphlet titled “Litera- 
ture anc the Motion Picture” for 
distribution to schools, critics and 
exhibs. It’s second in a series, the 
first being on “Music in Films.” 
Current eight-page giveaway de- 
tails the influence of films on book 
circulation with special stress on 
ihe boom in the sales of Shakes- 
pearian plays as a result of their 
popularization via pix. 

According to the MPAA book- 
let. “Schools and public librarians 
inevitably report waiting lists for 
classics whenever they are released 
es films.” Flaubert’s “Madame 
Bovary.” for example, sold 500,000 
copies soon after Metro announc- 
ed picturization of the nevel. In 
eddition to the classics, it’s pointed 
out that films have become insep- 


aiabie from modern literature 
aince nearly all best-seller fiction 
in the last 20 years has been 
ecreened. 


| paign on “Pinky,” 


Plan Vigorous Merchandising 


Shorts; More Bally 





MG’s Cuffo Trailer 


Exhibs are working a 40- 
minute, cuffo trailer in place 
of a second feature without 
any reported kickback from 
the customers. Pic is Metro's 
“Some of the Best,” collection 
of scenes from old M-G hits 
which the company is dis- 
tributing without charge. Prac- 
tice started with the Loew’s 
chain which billed the film on 


marquees along with “Any 
Number Can Play,” Clark 
Gable starrer. 

Large number of other 
exhibs have now followed 


through on what amounts to 
saving the price of a second 
feature. Metro reports 16,000 
bookings to date with most of 
the exhibs billing the pic as 
the second half of a dualer. 


Exhibs Take a Peek 
At ‘Look’ Plug and Beef; 
20th Derides Charges 


Twentieth-Fox this week derided 
charges of indie exhibitors that it 
had received a payola for plugging 
Look magazine in its “Mr. Belve- 
dere Goes to College.” According 
to company officials, it received no 
money whatsoever from the mag 
and had not even worked out a 
co-promotion stunt, although Look 
naturally gave the film consider- 
able publicity. 

Sequence in the picture showed 
Clifton Webb holding up a copy of 
Look. ‘What a shot that was,” 
said one indie exhib bulletin. 
“The climax of the picture, with 
over 100 feet of spread on the 
screen, revealing the name of the 
magazine. What did Fox get back 
in money for that great ad? Why 
should exhibitors advertise other 
products on their screen unless 
they get paid for it? It looks like 
we all got stuck and should holler 
for a rebate.” 

Explaining the sequence, 20th 
spokesmen averred the script 
called for a netional mag to use 
and it was decided to feature Look 
rather than make up some phony 
name. They pointed out that the 
exhibs had not squawked about the 
| publicity the films get, which helps 
| their boxoffice, whenever some 
| such situation occurs. 


‘JEANNE CRAIN ‘DOING 
A JOLSON’ FOR ‘PINKY’ 


Twentieth-Fox star Jeanne Crain 
will do an “Al Jolson” in New York 
as part of the exploitation cam- 
in which she is 











starred. 

Actress, who arrived in New 
York from the Coast over the week- 
end, will appear personally at 13 
RKO and Skouras theatres in N. Y. 
and New Jersey tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) and Friday to plug the pic- 
ture from the stage. Jolson made 
the same kind of a whirlwind tour 
of N. Y. nabe houses just previous 
to the opening of “Jolson Sings 
Again” at Loew's State on Broad- 
way. 

N. Y. Daily News’ columnist Ed 


Sullivan will accompany Miss Crain | 


on her tour to introduce her to 
' audiences. 


AMPA Mulls Merging 
With N.Y. Variety Tent 


Aiming to create one big show 
biz organization for social and 
charitable purposes, Variety Club 
of New York has proposed that the 
Associated Motion Picture Adver- 
tisers dissolve into the metropoli- 
tan Variety Club. AMPA execs 
discussed the proposal at an exec- 
utive meeting last week and will 
place it before the full membership 
at an early meeting. 

Most of AMPA’s top officers 
have indicated readiness to accept 
the Variety Club's proposal. During 
the past couple of years, dissatis- 
faction has been growing over 
AMPA’s lack of activity and many 
of its execs are ready to absorb it 
within the wider functioning of the 
Variety organization. On the other 
hand, some directors feel that there 
is no reason to lose the identity of 
AMPA since the organization has a 
substantial treasury, 





Stage-Struck Jolie 


Columbia was surprised last 
week to receive a wire from Al 
Jolson offering his services for 
further plugging of “Jolson 
Sings Again.” Telegram came 
within a matter of hours after 
the vet singer got back to the 
Coast from New York and Chi- 
cago, where he did whirlwind 
publicity jobs on behalf of the 
film. 


Jolson wired that he was 
“bored” with the inactivity of 
being back in Hollywood and 
asked if Col could find some 
towns to which he might go. 




















Hollywood Execs | 
—=—me Continued from page 1 = 
radio appearances, talks before 
civic and educational groups. Ac- 
cent will be on the serious side of 
the news rather than flamboyant 
drumbeating and parades. 

Better public reiations is consid- 
ered inevitable if only a by-prod- 
uct of the drive to sell the picture. 
Studios will be parading their 
brightest execs—those who 
handie a tricky press question as 
well as a radio grilling in the form 
of a Hollywoodian meeting the 
press. As such, public reaction is 
expected to veer to the view that 
the Coast includes many men of 
artistic integrity rather than car- 
nival characters out for a fast buck. 

Mapping one of the biggest pro- 
grams of exec p.a.s is Paramount. 
William Wyler, for one, will hit 15 


key cities in October to pave the. 


can | 


Inside Stuff—Pictur 

Hypnotist John Gordon Spalding, who recently completed a tour of 
key cities in the U. S. in conjunction with the opening of United Artists’ 
“Black Magic,” is doing a similar job in Latin America. The mesmerist, 
who was technical advisor on the film, is currently appearing as an 
entertainer aboard the S.S. Brazil, which began a 38-day cruise Thurs- 
day (8). The ship is scheduled to make stops at Port-of-Spain, Rio de 
Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Montevideo and Buenos Aires. UA has notified its 
reps in each of these cities to arrange engagerm:eats for Spalding which 
would be reciprocated by his plugging of “Magic.” 

Though Spalding received coin for his U. S. tour, his Latino appear- 
ances are being offered gratis in return for the free publicity given 
him by UA. The hypnotist has agreed to cooperate in any press and 
radio interviews, tieups or stunts for the pic, but will not make cuffo 
appearances at any theatre, hotel or nitery where there is an admission 
charge. 





Like polls on audience reaction to double features, surveys of film- 
goers’ preferences for specific types of pix are often contradicted by 
the b.o. payoff. Results of 2 recent pull by Audience Research, Inc., 
for example, showed that films were preferred in the following order 
of categories: musicals, light comedy, action, serious drama, mystery, 
romance, broad comedy, historical, military and westerns. 

ARI admits, however, that the classification is of little value to pro- 
ducers. The fact that westerns placed last in the listing but are gen- 
erally successful grossers, according to ARI, points up the limitations 
of this type of approach. Conclusion is that a specific pic’s impact on 
the b.o. can only be assessed in terms of its particular subject matter, 
title and cast. 





Paramount is counting heavily on word-of-mouth to give its “The 
Heiress” a fast sendoff when the William Wyler production hits the 
theatres towards the end of the year. To get the right people talking, 
Par’s flackery has already held over 60 screenings of the pic at the 
company’s h.o. for the press, radio, civic and educational leaders and 
special groups. Following through, company will stage a series of 
screenings from Oct. 2 on in small theatres in key cities for wives, 
mothers, daughters and friends of exhibs. Pic will be displayed mainly 
on matinee time since Par figures that to be the most convenient for 
the distaff side. 





way for his latest film, “The Heir- | 


ess.” Cecil B. DeMille is going to 
comb the byways in advance of 
“Samson and Delilah.” William 
Pine ‘& Thomas) hits the road in 
the spring to baliy “Captain 
China,” while other execs are be- 
ing prepped for similar tours. 
Meanwhile, Par is going in for 


How unlimited the possibilities are for a small-budget picture, even 
if it does not go over so big in some of the largest key cities, has been 
pointed up to Universal in recent weeks via two of its films, “Ma. Pa 
Kettle” and “Calamity Jane.” “Kettle” shapes as one of U's most prof- 
itable productions for the last nine months. 

Costing only about $350,000, “Kettle” already has topped $1,500,000 
in gross rentals. “Jane,” which was released later, is now better than 
$600,000. It also cost below $400,000. 


star treks in a heavier-than-ever | 


schedule. Among those who will 
see the country before the year is 
up are Marie Wilson, Corinne Cal- 
vet, MacDonald Carey, Bob Hope, 
Betty Hutton and Henry Wil- 
coxon, 

Metro and 20th-Fox 

Metro, which was loath to take 
up the practice after the war, is 
also planning a big campaign for 
its producers and execs. Production 
toppers Lonis B. Mayer and Dore 
Schary are among those slated to 
take junkets. Startoff will be made 
by Carey Wilson, producer of “The 
Red Danube,” who will accompany 
Janet Leigh for the pic’s Boston 
preem, Sept. 22. 

Clarence Brown, producer of 
| “Intruder in the Dust,” will be on 
‘hand for that film’s Oxford, Miss., 
,opening. Schary and William A. 
| Wellman, director of 


ington and New York preems of 
| the film. Number of stars, includ- 


ing Van Johnson, John Hodiak, | 


George Murphy and Ricardo Mon- 


| talban, will be along. Audrey Tot- | 
ter, Ava Gardner, June Allyson, 


| Kathryn Grayson and Mario Lanza 


are currently touring the country. | 


| Twentieth-Fox is also sold on 
the practice, and already has had 
George Jessel, producer of “You're 
My Everything,” on the road with 
Anne Baxter to push the pic. Stu- 
dio is now considering enlisting 
other execs to get behind local 
preems via their personal appear- 
ance. 
- Paul Douglas, Linda Dar- 
nell, 


ture p.a.s. 

With 
| different locales, Universal intends 
| to go in even stronger for not only 
.Star p.a.s bu also appearances of 
studio execs. U has been drafting 
/almost every one of its players for 
extended tours. Warner Bros. is 
starting the practice with a tour 
mapped for Danny Kaye to build 
b.o. for his first WB pic, “The In- 
spector General.” 

Once the practice catches on, it 
is expected that other studios will 
also use the same method of bally- 
ing releases. Hence it is regarded 
as inevitable that 1950 will see 
more Hollywoodians on the road 
than at any time in the history of 
the industry. 


3,000,000 Rubber 


Balloons to Plug Hope 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 
“See Bob Hope in ‘The Great 
Lover.’ will be the legend on 
3.000.000 balloons to be given 
away by Lever Bros. next month. 
Balloons also will carry a picture 
of Hope. Paramount made the tice- 
up with the comedian’s radio spon- 
sor. 








Twentieth-Fox has received a number of queries from exhibitors, film 
critics, etc., on the meaning of the .word, “Pinky,” title of its upcoming 
Darryl F. Zanuck production. Company thinks the title will do a good 
selling job but plans to incorporate an explanation into its advertising. 
Film is base@ on an anti-Negro discrimination theme. Title is a word 
used by Negroes to describe a colored person who is light-skinned 
enough to pass for white. 





Pointing up the U. S. Navy's interest in Warner Bros. “Task Force” 
as a public opinion molder in the current inter-service battle for su- 
premacy, the pic is scheduled to be previewed aboard the U.S.S. Mid- 
way in Gravesend Bay, Sept. 27. Arranged by the commandant of the 
Third Naval District in New York, the screening will be accompanied 
by a display of aircraft carrier operations at sea. 
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“Battle- | 
ground,” will attend both Wash- | 


It has stars Richard Wid-| 


importance by leaders in the pr. 
| move. They feel that an okay on 
| the Chi plans by the first groups to 
vote on them will give a great im- 
petus to favorable action by organ- 
izations which ballot later. 

The more approvals that come in, 
they feel, the more likely are the 
|remaining groups to go along. 
Specifically, the thinking in this 
regard is aimed primarily at Allied 
States exhib association. Organi- 
zation of highly independent the- 
atre ops is thought most likely of 
any of those represented at Chi- 
cago to kick over the traces. Think- 
ing of the p.r. leaders is that if 
other groups accept the Chi recom- 
mendations, Allied will almost 
have to go along to avoid being 


It was agreed that all actions re- 
quire unanimous approval of the 
‘nine organizations, but it is be- 
| lieved that the p.r. plan will be 
carried through following the No- 
| vember meeting even if one or 
more of the groups bows out. As 
far as can be determined, however, 
_ it appears that with the exception 
|of Allied all the other units are 
certain to give their okay. 
| There can hardly be any doubt 
about the vote by the board of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
‘since it sparkplugged the Chi meet- 
ing and its results were publicly ac- 
coladed there by prez Eric John- 
ston, Metro prexy Nicholas M. 
Schenck, 20th-Fox topper Spyros 
Skouras and RKO chief Ned E. 





Jeanne Crain and Barbara) 
Lawrence listed for past and fu- | 


its saturation preems in | 


labeled as the one non-cooperative _Depinet, who chairmanned the ses- 
outfit in the industry. | sions. In addition, word of approv- 

Allied ‘Cautious’? ‘al came to the scene by proxy 
| Allied board chairman and gen- from Universal president Nate 
eral counsel, Abram F. Myers, ex- , Blumberg, Paramount head Barney 
hibited great caution in his report | Balaban and Republic topper Her- 
last week to his members on the bert J. Yates. They represent more 


/Chi conclave. Myers’ attitude ap-_ 
peared to justify fears that Allied | 
might be the maverick that bolts 
industry unity on public relations. | 
Tone of the remarks was felt to be 
on the cold side, although Myers 
said that before the board meets 
in October to decide the issue “it 
would be improper for any mem-. 
| ber to express an opinion on the 
meeting or to make any statement 
which could be construed as 
favorable or unfavorable.” Finai 
vote by Allied will be at the annual 
_convention to which the board will 
report in Minneapolis Oct. 24-26. 
Under the agreement made at 
Chi, reps of each of the nine par- 
ticipating groups are going tc their 
‘constituent bodies for approval of 
the resolutions passed there and 
for the go-ahead signal on further | 
cooperative action. An _ overall 
committee consisting of one dele- 
gate from each unit was set up and 
is to meet in Washington in Novem- 
ber to hear the results of the vote 
, taken by the constituent bodies. 


than a majority. 


Indies 


Exec committee of the Society of 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers will hear a report within a 
few weeks from prez Ellis G. Ar- 
nall and vote on the issue. Pacific 
Coast Conference of Independent 
Theatre Owners will take action at 
its convention in Sun Valley, Idaho, 
Oct. 16-17. 

Ninth major group represented 
at Chi was the tradepaper publish- 


_ers. They have set no date as yet 


for a meeting or vote on the Chi 
plans, but since they all attended 
the session and voted approval in- 
dividually, it appears certain they'll 
take similar action as a group. 

A 10th organization—the Cana- 
dian Motion Picture Industry 
Council—was tentatively taken in 
as a participant at Chi, pending a 
vote by its membership. Issue as 
far as the Canadians are concerned 
will undoubtedly be determined at 
a meet of the Motion Picture Ex- 
hibitors’ Assn. in Ottawa Oct. 12-13. 





eee 


Wednesday, September 14, 1949 VARIETY 19 



















* THIS HAPPY SHOWMAN HAS 








IWR 
VY NNSA we 
Ne 





oe 
< 





OME TO THE STABLE 


Ringing the box-office beli! 


WAS A MALE WAR BRIDE 


Topping “Belvedere” all along the line! 


LATTERY’S HURRICANE 


Doo 
2 Mika 
S rs 
Nee y 
Sy 
KEK 


Ki 





>> 
& 


eG 
S 24. 

S55 
Ki 


>» 
Ss 
SE 


} » 
< 
yy 
Kees 
STHH 
» 


| Still Storming Across the Land! 
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ATHER WAS A FULLBACK 


Are you in the $7 500 Premiere Contest? 


HIEVES’ HIGHWAY 


“Another Mop-Up for 20th—fox’ 
. —Daily Variety 


VERYBODY DOES IT 


“Stars, word-of-mouth assure top : 
money-maker’’—Showmen’s j 


H, YOU BEAUTIFUL DOLL 


Every Showman’s Thanksgiving date! 
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ew Lab Pact Ups | 


Payrolls $500,000 


Hiking lab company annual pay- 
rolls by $500,000, a new two-year 
pact between lab technicians Local 
702 and most of the eastern com- 
panies was ratified over last week- 
end by the union membership. 
Agreement provides for a flat 10% 
wage hike to 1.800 
15°. night shift 
weeks’ vacation 


workers, plus 


premium two 
after two years 
and eight holidays per year. In 
compliance with Taft-Hartley law 
closed shop provision has been re 
placed by the union shop and pref 


pas 


erential hiring 
Union accepted the wage hike 
in lieu of its demand for a 20%; 


reduction in the current working 
week of 40 hours. Welfare fund 
talks have been postponed for an 
industry-wide discussion of setting 











up an overall plan. Formal inking 
of the pact will take place later 
this week 

Companies covered by the con- 
tract include Consolidated Film 
Industries, De Luxe, Paramount, 
Warner Bros.. Patne, Du-Art, Mec 
ca, Guffanti, Movielab. Circle, Pre 
cision, Malcolm. Mercury and Pro 
ducers. Separate negotiations are 
slated with RKO. National Screen 
Service Ansco and WPIX Tele 
Vision It's expected that these 
companies will adhere to the in 
dustry pattern 

| 
| Blumberg Sees 

teoniinved frou p » } 

headed. Blumberg avers. He feels 
Hollywood is at least two or three 


years ahead of many other Ameri- 
can industries are first go- 
ing through its self-examination 
and self-stabilization 

The idea of “getting 
kles back in the belly 
any and all business 
opinion It when “all Holly- 
wood had gotten the wrinkles out 
that we started to slip, even though 
customers were still rushing to the 
boxoffice This kind of business 
was a snare and a temporary illu- 
sion because it built on un- 
sound standards Pictures lacked 
quality, yet they did business. But 
as soon as other commoditjes 
opened up we soon discovered that 
the picture business wasn't getting 
that 76c. on every amusement dol- 
lar as heretofore. The theatregoer 
was able to buy refrigerators and 
cars. he was able to buy gas and 
travel to outdoor sports events, 
etc., ete.” 

Blumberg is convinced that the 
picture business “will always be a 
good business; and that goes, too, 
for the foreign market.” The ac- 
cent on the international revenue 
ic a reflex from Spyros Skouras’ 
opinion that America wasn't get- 
fing as much out of the foreign 
market as it could. 


which 


the wrin- 

isnt bad for 
in Blumberg’s 
was 


was 
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——— tained pase 3 aaa 
compensation Maver receives 
$2.500 weekly plus 6.77%. of the 
net profits after certain deductions. 
Under his old contract. now ex- 
tended, he also gets 10%, of re- 
issue profits after he leaves active 
service of the company Mayer's 
combined take totaled $417,263 last 
year 

The nix on any earnings above 
$300,000 applies in any fiscal vear 
whether or not the emplovees’ re- 
tirement plan is in effect. For any 
period less than 12 months, Mayer 
is to receive 1/52 of $300,000 on a 
weekly basis. In addition. contract 
allows him an expense account not 
to exceed $20.000 vearty. 

Important divorcement provision 
reads: “If a final decree requires 
Loew's to divest itself of all or 
substantially all its production 


business or all or substantially all 
its theatre business, then, at any 
time after such divestiture’ has 
been , substantialls completed, 
either party may terminate the 
contract by written notice. If such 
notice is given, employment ends 
six months thereafter.” In the 


event of a dispute on the question 
of cither substantial divorcement 
or completion of divorcement, the 
majority judgement of the board of 
directors “will be conclusive.” 

New contract is subject “in all 
respects” to stockholder spproval 
ai the next annual meeting 
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he'll survey publicity the U. S. is 
getting on its Marshall Pian work. 

Industry is slated to get between 
$2,000,000 and $4,000,000 from the 
ECA to pay out-of-pocket expenses 
on sending pix there, plus part of 
the negative cost. Dispute within 
the MPAA is over devising a for- 
mula for division of this coin. 
Battle between majors and indies 
is over the 15-pic per year limit 
the majors have imposed on them- 
selves. They're afraid that indies 
will take advantage of ECA 
monev by sending in a dispropor- 
tionate number of films 


oreign Take Tiff 
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ECA and Pixers’ D. C. Confab 

Washington, Sept. 13 
Meeting was held here vesterday 
Monday) between ECA officials 
and spokesmen for the MPAA, the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers and the Independ- 
ent Motion Picture Producers Assn. 
Session was called by ECA to dis- 
cuss recent proposals that the film 
companies receive not only out-of- 


pocket expenses for preparing 
prints for Germany, but also a 
proper proportion ot! the produc- 


tion costs 
Sitting in were Jovee O'llara and 


John McCarthy. of MPAA, Robert 
J. Rubin for SIMPP. and I. E. Chad- 
wick, IMPPA prexyv. Present for 
ECA were Sidney Melilen. of the 
fuarantee division, and Rush Tag- 
gert. of the general counsel's of 
fice It was the first time that 


spokesmen for the three producer 
organizations had ever sat down 
together on ECA matters 


No conclusions were reached. 
Understanding was that each man 
present would discuss the matter 
in detail with his own group. 
Chadwick, for example. returned 
to L. A. immediately following the 
conference which lasted about 


three hours 
be held soon 
The industry explained 
what additional money they felt 
they were entitled to and the ECA 
officials explained that the pictures 


Another meeting is to 


people 


which go into Germany must sat- 
isfy three conditions 

i. They must further the pur- 
pose of the ECA act 

2. They must be consistent with 


the national interests 


3. They must show the best ele- 
ments of American life 
With progress being made to- 


ward more coin being unfrozen in 
Germany, similar progress is being 
made in Japan. Herbert Erlanger, 
of the Motion Picture Export As- 
sociation, has been a regular vis- 
itor here, discussing details with 
the Army which controls the film 
situation there. 


"20TH RENEWS ‘LODGER’ | 
FOR ANOTHER 10 YEARS 


20th-Fox last week renewed for 
another 10 years the lease it holds | 
'on story rights to “The Lodger.” It 
originally acquired the novel by 
Marie Belloc Lowndes in 1939 and 
made a film of it in 1944, starring 
Merle Oberon, George Sanders and 
Laird Cregar. Company paid 
$10,000 for the original 10-year 
lease and the same amount for the 
renewal. 

It also bought “Family Skeleton,” 
a mystery by Doris Miles Disney 
for $10,000. It will be produced by 
Sol Siegel. 
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their 
realigned 


Music Hal! still are holding 
1948 scales The Roxy 
its higher prices to fit the dull 
periods of weekdays but still has 
retained its starting admission of 
80c. However, the house is watch- 
ing the Capitol’s price readjust- 
ments. 

And even with many theatres 
which have seemingly altered their 
admittance levels very little, ad- 
justments have been made down- 
ward so that peak weekday prices 
do not become effective until 6 
'plack in the evening. Then too 
a number of Broadway houses 
move their scale around to find the 
trend in attendance. If people are 
not coming, they will hold to a 
lower scaie until biz picks up. Gen- 
erally speaking straight-film houses 
have found plenty of resistance to 
fancy prices excepting on big holi- 
days. To compete with stage-film 
theatres they acknowledge that it 
is difficult to get the public to buy 
once the scale goes over $1 

Lowering of starting price to 55e 
by the Cap means that nearly 
every theatre has come down to the 
level launched by) Paramount 
about two vears ago when it In- 
stalled this price from starting un- 
til 1 p.m 

Music Hall's Stance 

The N. Y. Music Hal! main- 
tained its scale the same as a year 
ago, contending that its general ad- 
mission on weekdays is a bargain 
as compared with most Broadway 
spots. The Hall management, too, 
points out that there is no occa- 
sion to lower their prices since they 
failed to boost their scale at the 
time many other theatres were 
pushing up their prices. 

At the present time. most Broad- 
way firstruns now start the day 
with 50-55¢ as opening price. Ex- 
ceptions are the Rialto and Getham 
which launch their days at 44e. 
Few have dared to go to $1.80 ex- 


the 


has 
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Europe. O'Shea, who has also been 


abroad, gets into New York on the 
Queen Elizabeth next Monday 


(19). Also aboard will be Joseph 
Cotten, Selznick contract player, 


who stars in “Third Man.” 
Selznick’s idea is to set up deals 
for production in England, France 
and Italy similar to the one he has 
with Korda. He may or may not 
provide the story and some of the 


cast. He'll provide partial financing “ 


out of blocked currencies. He'll 
aiso contribute a general sort of 
supervision “to lead producers out 
of pitfalls as far as the American 
market is concerned.” The foreign 
producer would be entirely on his 
own, however, in the actual shoot- 
ng of the film. 

In return for his various contri- 
butions of money and talent. Selz- 
nick wants Western Hemisphere 
rights to the pictures to feed prod- 
uct to his SRO. Outfit is in a 
skeletonized state now because of 
lack of pix and Selznick’s aim is to 
rebuiid it. 


Selznick Maps Italo 


Bard Shorts for Video 


Rome, Sept. 6. 
David ¢ Selznick has been 
studying the possibilities of -mak- 
ing some shorts for television on 
the subject of Shakespeare's 


plays many of which had an Ital- 
ian locale, Verona. Venice. et al. 
This would mean that all artists. 


directors, and writers, here in 
Italy. who would collaborate on 
the local undertaking, would be 
under contract to Selznick during 
the undertaking The deal has 
not been set yet. but they're in 


ithe talking stage. 


cepting where a big picture like 
“Jolson Sings Again,’ which has 
been getting $1.80 on Saturday- 
Sunday nights. Even with this pic- 
ture an attempt to install $1.80 on 
Friday nights was not successful, 
with the State going back to $1.50 
after about an hour when sales re- 
sistance was rated too big. 

When the Strand reopened with 
stagefilm policy, it set 55e as its 
opening price as compared with 
70c. or higher as previously. Also 
it scaled its prices downwards all 
along the line, even dropping the 
price for loges from $2.20 to $2. 


‘PINK TOOTHBRUSH’ 
TECHNIQUE FOR SPG? 


As its latest tactical thrust 
against the majors in its one-year 
fight for a new contract, Sereen 
Publicists Guild is planning to pre- 
pare dossiers on leading film execs 
for public consumption. Move is 
being made to counier charges of 
“irresponsibility” made by the film 
companies against the whitecollar- 
ites because of the latter's picket- 
ing of theatres. The so-called dos- 
siers are expected to rake up every 
unfavorable item in the personal 
and business affairs of the film top- 
pers. Many rank-and-file publicists, 
however, are opposed to the step 
and are urging it to be dropped. 

Screen Office & Professional 
Employees Guild, meantime. has 
proposed a new set of demands to 
the major companies in negotia- 
tions which will resume at the end 
of the month. Scaling down its pre- 
vious demand for a general 25°; 
wage hike, SOPEG is now asking 
for 15° with a minimum of $30 
weekly for clerical employees Both 
SOPEG and SPG are also stressing 
union security clauses, including 
seniority and arbitration of layoffs 





etc., and the situations apropos his 
a rehired from the frame- 
work for this yarn. Penny Single- 
ton, as usual, plays Blondie, and 
Larry Simms their son. There’ 
isn’t much that any of the princi- 
pals, nor the rest of the cast, can 
do with the story. 

These things can apparentiy be 
turned out blindfolded, and shows 


it. In the others in the series 
there is no pretense of it being 
geared for Broadway, but here is 


one that even the most rural! of the 
hinterlanders won't go for. Kahn 


The Fighting Kentuckian 


Republic release of John Wayne produc 


tion. Stars Wayne, Vera Kalston. Phili 
Dorn, Oliver Hardy; features Marie W inc 
sor. John Howard, Hugo Haas. Grant 
Withers, Odette Myrtil, Paul Fix. Written 
and directed by George Waggner. Camera 
Lee Garmes; editor, Richard L. Van 
Enger; optical effects, Consolidated Film 
Industries. Tradeshown in N. Y., Sept 


9, "49. Running time, 100 MINS. 

John Breen John Wayne 
Fleurette DeMarchand Vera Ralston 
Colonel Georges Geraud Philip Dorn 
Wille Paine Oliver Hardy 
Ann Logan Marie Windsor 
Blake Randolph John Howard 


Gen. Paul DeMarchand Hugo Haas 
George Hayden Grant Withers 
Madame DeMarchand Odette Myrtil 
Bereu Merritt Paul Fix 
Sister Hattie Mae Marsh 
Captain Dan Carroll Jack Pennick 
Jacques Mickey Simpson 
Carter Ward Fred Graham 
Marie Mabelle Koenig 


“The Fighting Kentuckian” looks 
like Republic's boxoffice champ 
for the 1949-50 season. Besides 
John Wayne. cast includes Vera 
Ralston, Philip Dorn and Oliver 
Hardy. There is sufficient novelty 
to this typical rugged Wayne-type 
story to spell pienty boxoffice. 

Whether the story of two Ken- 
tucky riflemen (pushing up through 
Alabama from helping General! 
Andrew Jackson at New Orleans) 
coming to the aid of French 
refugees starts a bit incongruous. it 
all pans out as swift-moving melo- 
drama. Pic also introduces Oliver 
Hardy, better known as the rotund 
half of the Laurel-Hardy slapstick 
team, aS a tough albeit corpulent 
Kentucky backwoods fighter. That 
he registers speaks well for his 
natural thespian ability, mugging 
and aii. , 

A little known bit of American 
history, that Congress granted four 
townships of tand in Alabama to 
French officers of Napoleon's de- 


feated armies and their families. 
forms the background for the 
story. Scripter George Waggner. 


following usual western meller for- 
mula, has these French settlers 
about to be rocked out of their land 
by unscrupulous local politicians 
and landowners. That is uniil 
Wayne, one of the Kentucky troop- 
ers returning from final battle of 
the war of i812, fails in love with 
Miss Ralston, daughter of French 
general Hugo Haas. 

Wayne quits his regiment to pre- 
vent her marriage to wealthy John 
Howard. He uncovers the plot to 
deprive the French people of their 


land. Director Waggner has fol- 
lowed the motto of “when in 
doubt, stir up a fight” because 


there is constant conflict. with as 
many fist fights. gun battles and 
wild chases as in the most robust 
Wayne outdoor thrillers. 

Yarn is loaded with villains and 
double-crossing episodes. but 
whether Wayne is romancing Miss 
Ralston, trying to solve the mys- 
tery of who is trying to cheat the 
French settlers, or merely attempt- 
ing to save his own hide. there al- 
ways is a plethora of movement. 
Picture has a whale of a climax 
in a pitched rifle battle between 
the ex-Napoleonic fighters and the 
river badmen. 

Maneuvers of the Kentucky com- 
pany of riflemen and perhaps too 
much stress on comedy relief from 
Hardy runs up the picture's length. 
Much of the Hardy comic gyra- 
tions, however, are so well done 
that even the slapstick moments. 
such as the scramble for a jug of 
rum, may be forgiven. 

Wayne embarks here as a pro- 
ducer and does very well even if 
the camera constantly is on him. 
Miss Ralston is constantly given a 
break both as to garb and close- 
ups. As the luscious French 
daughter, she is given plenty of 
chances for clinches with Wayne 
Dorn, as an ex-French = army 
colonel, and Haas, as a French ex- 
general, both carry difficult char- 
acterizations off well. Howard is 
sufficiently convincing as a south- 
ern landowner. Marie Windsor 
makes a fetching gal friend of the 
smalltown boss Grant Withers. 
The other villain is Paul Fix. Both 
he and Odette Myrtil are effective 
in lesser roles. 

Besides Waggner's slick direc- 
tion, Lee Garmes’ lensing is ultra. 
Waggner's directing is better than 
his screenplay which tends to fol- 
low formula. Wear. ., 
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Blendie Hits Jackpot 


Joe Paloeka ia the 
Counterpunch 


Monogram release of Hal E. Chesier 
production. Stars Errol, Joe Kirk- 
wood; features Elyse Knox, Marcel Jour- 


net, Sheila Ryan. by Reginald 
Le Borg. Screenplay, Henry Blankfort. 
Cyril Endfield, on comic strip by 
Ham Fisher; camera, Otho Loverine; 
music, Edward J. Kay. At New York, 
N. Y., week of Sept. 6, "49. Running time, 
65 MINS. 

Knobby Walsh... Leon Errol 


eeverss Jo@ Kirkwood. J: 
7 Knox 


Joe Palooka 
Anne Howe 





seesee Liy se 
Anton Kindel.......... Marcel Journet 
Myra Sheila Ryan 
Chick Bennett Harry Lewis 
Looie ‘ Frank Sully 
Prof. Lilliquist lan Wolfe 
Fight Announcer Seam Haves 
Austin Walter Sunde 
Captain Lence Douglas Dumbrille 
Canvasback Eddie Gribbon 
Thurston Douglas Fowley 
Cardona Suni Chorre 
dD Colman Ralph Graves 
Announcer Martin Garralaga 
Bell Boy Roland Dupree 
Nurse Gertrude Mecseneer 
Pedro tonn Hart 
Steward Robert Conwa®? 
Referees John Indrisano, Joe Herrera 

Latest Joe Palooka opus come 


bines comedy, pugilistic action and 
a whodunit plot. These elements 
plus the fact that the comic strip 
has'a big following, make the pic 
a good dualler. 

Basic ingredient of the script is 
the mysterioso theme. Joe Kirk- 
wood, Jr., as Palooka, is vovaging 
to South America to fight a Latino 
heavyweight champ and gets mixed 
ip wirtif-some Crovxs-- eho --are 
peddling plates to counterfeiters. 
When one of the con-men is bump- 
ed off. all the principals are held 
aboard ship and Palooka innelps the 
Treasury agent unravel the strands 
of intrigue to foil the scheme 

It's a standard plot, but holds 
suspense and provides some fairl, 
exciting sequences. Kirkwood 
turns in a good, although somewhat 


placid performance, and has a 
tense scene when he battles the 
South American despite the fact 


that his right mitt is bruised. 
Humorous character of Palooka’s 
manager, Knobby Walsh. is well 


handled by veteran comic Leon Fr- 
rol. Stuff is on a slapstick level, 
but is moderately amusing. There's 
also a soupcon of love interest. pro- 
vided by the quarrels and kiss-and- 
make-ups of Kirkwood and Elyse 
Knox. Latter is chic and tresh 
as the champ’s fiancee 

Supporting players, Sheila Ryan 
as a femme smuggler and Marce! 
Journet as a shady fight promoter, 
do competent jobs. Pacing is fast 
and the ring footage well directed, 
although characterization of the 
Latin leatherpusher as a hot-head- 
ed chump injects a ridiculous and 
offensive note. 

“Counterpunch” is a long way 
from being a firstrate fight pic. but 
it stacks up as one of the betier 
entries in the Palooka series 

Bril. 


Son of Billy the Kid 


Sereen Guild release of Kon Ormond 
preduction. Stars Lash LaRue. Al St 
John; teatures June Carr, George Baxter, 
Marion Colby. Directed by Ray Tavior. 
Screenplay by Ira Webb. Ormond: camera, 
Ernest Miller: music, Walter Greene. At 


the New York. N. Y.. week of Sept. 6. 49. 
Running time, $9 MINS. 

Jack Garrett : Lash La Rue 
Fury ane ; Al St. John 
Betty June Carr 
Thorn . George Baxter 
Ae Marion Colby 
rere Terry Frost 
Colt Johnnv James 


First Outlaw 
Second Outlaw 
Yantis 

Jake 

Billy the Kid 
Jose Gonzales 
Rosa Gonzales 
Sanchos 


House Peters. Jr. 
Clark Stevens 
Bob Duncan 
Cliff Tavior 
William Perrott 
Felipe Turich 
Rosa Turich 


ferry Riggio 
Dance Hall Girl Eileen Dixon 
oe Fraser MeMinn 
Fercus Stan Jolley 
Guard 


Bud Osborne 


_ “Son of Billy the Kid” is a rou- 
tine oater grooved strictly for the 
action audience. It will have little 
appeal outside of this specialized 
market. 

Pic is based on the hypothesis 
that Billy the Kid was not actually 
killed in 1881 but instead lived to 
get new roots in another southwest- 
ern town, becoming a wealthy 
banker and a respected citizen. un- 
der a different name, of course 
The rehabilitated Kid. played by 
George Baxter. is handling the 
funds for the local railroad As 
might be expected, a gang of out- 
laws fronted by a conniving real 


. estate man, tries to latch onto the 


coin. But Federal marshal 
LaRue foils their plans. 

Al St. John adds some comic bits 
as LaRue’s oldtimer sidekick 
“Fuzzy.” June Carr is partnered 
with him as an ex-showgirl who 
makes a play for the pioneer char- 
acter. George Baxter is believable 
as the Kid-gone-straight and Mar- 
ion Colby is adequate as the bank- 
er’s crooked niece. 

Except for the variation on the 
Billy the Kid theme, pic is typical 
rough-and-tumble western fare. 
Camera work is competent and the 
editing tight. Bril. 


Lash 
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Clips from Film Row 





NEW YORK 


William F. Rodgers, Metro's dis- 
tribution veepee, is calling a gen- 
eral sales confab of his staff at the 
h.o. to report on new product 
glimmed during his current Coast 
visit. Meet, set for Oct. 17, will 
run one week. Attending will be 
46 men from the field and 20 h.o 
execs. Rodgers is expected to push 
through arrangements for a speed- 


up in releasing during the con- 
clave Slated to return east next 
week, Rodgers has been huddling 


on upped production with Louis B 
Maver and Dore Schary, Metro's 
studio toppers 

Division managers 
Byrne, John J. Maloney, 
Berger, Burtus Bishop, Jr 
George A. Hickey will attend 

Harry M. Kalmine, Warner 
aires prexy, to Coast for 
with studio execs 

Tom McCabe, 
newspaper contact for publicist 
Margaret Fttinger, to Eagle Lion 
as syndicate and column contact. 


DALLAS 


Cotton Vogelphol promoted to 


John P 
Rudolph 
and 


rhe- 
confabs 


former mag and 


newly created post of assistant 
branch manager of local Warner 
exchange: Yernon Adams still is 


branch manager 


Albert E. Avery named manager 
of new 1.000-seat Center opened 
recently by Johnny Long in Hous- 
ton Avery was formerly associ- 
ated in Texas with Eill Horwitz 
Theatres 

The Starlight, 650-seat outdoor 


house at end of Pleasure Pier at 
Galveston, reopened after being 
shuttered for about three weeks as 
result of high wind that damaged 
screen tower and sound equipment 

An oil portrait, done by Rene 
Mazza, of R. J. O'Donnell. genera! 
manager of Interstate Theatres 


a _ 


















+ eeerweeree oer 


_ 


enielele)-am NOW SPECIALIZING 
REFRESHMENT IN REFRESHMENT 
easel ts SERVICE FOR 


Wom COAST TO coast RIVE-IN THEATRES 


, CENTURY 





Over 
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, permanently installed in foyer of 


the Coronet. The panel project 
will contain four pictures when 
completed and will honor key Dal- 
las personalities who have influ- 
enced the cultural and entertain- 
ment life of the city. 

It is an all distaff managerial 
staff at Joy theatre, Houston, op- 
erated by Houck & Brashier. Mrs. 
Hazel Poole is manager while Mrs. 
Rita Atwood is assistant skipper 

Allen Dean named manager of 
Griffith theatre at Kermit, replac- 
ing Tom H. Morehead who was 
transferred 

Screen Guild local franchise 
purchased by Robert L. Lippert 
head of Screen Guild Productions, 
Inc., and Lippert Productions, 
from John L. Franconi. Herman 
Beiersdorf will manage the local 
exchange: was formerly southern 
division manager for Eagle Lion, 
resigning from organization to join 
Lippert groups. 

Joe Enoch is new owner and op- 
erator of the Cliftex and Gem at 
Clifton having recently purchased 
hoth. 


BOSTON 


American Theatres Corp. set to 
launch all-out exploitation cam- 
paign extending over 17-week pe- 
riod from now until Christmas 
With seasonable pickup in biz al- 
ready in swing, ATC execs plan 
to give it an extra push. At meet- 
ing of all managers, homeoffice 
execs and reps of major film dis- 
tributors, plans for forthcoming 
campaign were outlined. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


“Red Menace” on St. Paul first- 
run at independent Garrick. 

Lyceum, legit house, has Swed- 
ish fily, “Sunshine Follows Rain.” 

“Jolson Sings Again” finally set 
for Twin Cities, opening at RKO- 
Par here Sept. 21 and at St. Paul 
RKO-Orpheum Oct. 5. 

Sidney and Mrs. Chaplin stopped 
over en route back to California 


after 13-month European tour to 
visit with local friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charlie Wiener. Wiener is 


United Artists salesman here. 
Century, one of Minnesota Amus. 

company’s loop firstrun ace houses, 

shuttered for week to permit com- 
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SNGLAND 


Or any part of Europe? 
Let us solve your feed preblem. 
We serve the American theatrical 
and film colony abroad with all 
their food requirements, 


por 


Shipped anywhere in the world. 
Order from our carefully prepared 
selections or specify the foods you 
want and we'll do the rest. 









oot 


fresh meats 


for the first time. FRESH (not tinned) 
FOODS shipped to Great Britain 
with our guarantee of SAFE DELIVERY 


or your money refunded. 











| 





overseas food parcels 


A very trying food situation still exists 
in Europe and Great Britain. You will want 
to send your friends and relatives the food 
they need and want. Let us do it for you 
quickly, economically, safely. 


Don't wait—Order now. Send for Catalog VI 


119 W. 57th St., New York 19,N.Y. Phone Circle 6-456] 


In Europe, order direct from our London office 
69 VICTORIA ST., LONDON S.W.1 « TEL: ABBEY 3858 


T 
plete redecorating job, similar to 
'that done recently at its downtown 
| State. ‘ 

| Joe Loeffler, Republic branch 


/manager, in Chicago for sales con- | 


| ference. ; 
| “Mighty Joe Young” has biggest 
demand of any RKO picture in 


years, local exchange reports. 
President Bennie rger of 
North Central Allied into New 


York to invite personally all dis- | 


tributor sales manager to attend 
national Allied States national 
convention here in October: wants 


them to explain their sales poli- | 


cies. 


Loving- 
16m 


drive-ins in- 
lil., using 


Two small 
ton and Brussels, 
films. 

B M. Montee. manager of 
Illinois, Jacksonville, Ill.. hosted 
members of city’s Rotary Club and 
their wives at a luncheon recently 

Bob Johnson relighted the Up- 


town, Fairfield, Ill.. house, shut- 
tered during hot weather. 

Jones, Inc., headed by Harry 
Jones, Lawrenceville, Ill... opened 


its third drive-in, 500-car capacity 
one, near Flora, III. 

Clark Armentrout, vet exhibitor, 
convalescing at home in Pittsfield, 
Ill., after i:ong illness 


Sam Pirtle, head of Pirtle Amus. 


discharged 
after ma- 


Co., Jerseyville, Ill., 
from St. Louis hospital 
jor operation. 








Rank’s Drive | 


| 
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become so great that the interna- 
tional market—particular the U. 5S 
—has become the primary target 
for the Rank organization. 
More Facile Dialog Appeal 

St. John is taking back with him 
to England a refinement of explor- 
atory talks and a now more con- 
crete plan for slicing out a bigger 
chunk of the international market. 
This will go right to the roots of 
the problem, such as making sure 
that dialog appeal is aimed more 
forcibly at the American fans. St. 
John, an American, although long- 
time resident of England, would 
personally supervise that phase. 

Indicating the entire shift in 
emphasis is the reliable report that 
Michael Balcon will concentrate on 
five or six pix yearly, primarily for 
the Commonwealth market, while 
St. John will bear down on the 18- 
20 Rank pictures primed for Amer- 
j}ican theatres and other English- 
speaking audiences outside of 
Britain. Should this develop, it 
| means that the greatest effort of 
Britain’s ace studio will concen- 
trate on overseas revenues with 
only minor regard for the home 


market. 
Setup 

Of the 18-20 international pix, 
joint Anglo-American activities will 
extend to a substantial proportion. 
Rank and U will participate in at 
least two such films, both to be 
produced by Noel Coward. U may 
do up to four pictures. Paramount, 
RKO and Columbia have at least 
ont such venture apiece. Chances 
are that 20th-Fox wil! also ally 
with Rank on one or more of these 
films. 

Because the pressure for dollars 
is so great, St. John did not con- 
fine himself to arranging joint 
deals alone. While here, the Rank 
topper cautiously sounded out in- 
terested filmites on the possibility 
of outright sales of U. S. rights to 
British pix. 
Korda and other British producers 
have worked this sort of deal on 


American rights for a flat sum. 
Under the arrangement 
visaged by St. John, certain Rank 
pix could be bought by outsiders 
without the requisite that they be 
released through U or Eagie Lion, 
Rank’s regular American distribs. 
One of the pix which he was ready 
to put on the block is “Heart of 
Madness,” Two Cities production 
now preeming in London. Report- 
ed figure asked 

U. S. rights. 

On his arrival in England this 
week, St. John will report on all 
phases of his activities to Rank 
and Davis. So far as internation- 
alizing the Rank pix, St. John, for 
instance, will report that the rea- 
son “Christopher Columbus” and 
“Blue Lagoon” have been booked 
by the U. S. Army, Navy and Veter- 
ans Administrations branches is 
the more facile appeal to the ear 
that these two pix have, usually 
net the case with most British pix. 





Columbus, 0., $25 Holdup 
Columbus, Sept. 13. 
Bandit wearing sombrero and 
masked in green scarf robbed the 
O'd Trail theatre here Friday (9) 
of $25. 








While Sir Alexander 


occasion, Rank has yet to turn over 


en- 


is $300,000 for 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 12) 
liner” (SG) (2d wk). Fairish $15,- 
000. Last week, strong $21,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Any Number Play” (M-G) (4th 


'wk). Off to $6,000. Last week, good 


$11,500. 

Orpheum ‘No. Coast) (2.448; 55- 
85)—"‘Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) and 
“Barbary Pirates” (Col). Good $17,- 
000. Last week, “Abbott-Costello 
Meet Killer” ‘U), fair $14,000. 

United Artists ‘No. Coast) ‘1,207; 
55-85)—"‘Once More, My Darling’ 


(U) and “Heart of Paris” (WB) 
Nice $11.000. Last week, “Black 
Magic” (UA) (3d wk), held to $7,- 
500 

Stagedoor Ackerman) 370; 
$1.20-$2.40)—"‘Red Shoes” (EL) 
(16th wk) Hefty $18,000. Last 


week, $7,800. 


‘Entry’-Crosby-‘Skitch’ 
Wow $23,000 in Omaha 


Omaha, Sept. 13. 

Hiatus in stage shows of a few 
weeks is proving a good stimulant 
for Orpheum where “Illegal Entry” 
backed by the Bob Crosby-Skitch 
Henderson “vaudeville revue” will 
hit terrific $23,006. Other houses 
also report upturn at boxoffice 
Paramount, with “Come to Stable,” 
is big. Biz not hit badly by heavy 
rainstorms. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
80)—“‘Illegal Entry” ‘U) with Bob 
Crosby-Henderson stage revue. 
Smash $23,000. Last week, “Top O° 
Mornirg” (Par), fine $11,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2.800; 16- 
65)\—“"Come to Stabie” (20th). Very 
healthy $12,000. Last week, “Scene 
of Crime” (M-G), $10,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 
“Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) and 
low Me Quietly” (RKO) 
500. Last week, “White 
(WB) and “Kazan” (Col), 
$9,500. 

State 
“Guadalcanal 
“Purple Heart” 





16-65)— 
“Fol- 


Heat” 
socko 


(865; 16-65)— 
(20th) and 
(reissues). 


(Goldberg) 
Diary” 
(20th) 


Big $5,600. Last week, “Good Old 
Summertime” ‘(M-G) (2d wk), 
$4,500. 





‘Hurricane’ Windy 17G, 
Mont’l; ‘A. & C.’ Solid 14G 
Montreal, Sept. 13. 
Best bets here this week of new 
pix are “Slaitery’s Hurricane” at 
Capitol and “Abbott-Costello Meet 
the Killer” at the Imperial. Re- 


,issues of “She” and “Last Days of 
'Pompeii” are doing very well at 
| Orpheum. 


Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2.855; 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) 
wk). Still solid at 
smash $25,000 opener. 
Capitol ‘C.T.) 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th). Big 
$17,000. Last week, “Silver Lin- 
ing’ (WB), $13,500. 
Palace ‘C.T.) (2,625; 34-60)— 


“Rope of Sand” (Par) (2d wk). Still | 
fine $16,000 after sock opening ses- 


34-60)— , 


sion at $21,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col). Trim $15,- 
000. Last week, “Great Gatsby” 
(Par), $13,000. 

Imperial ‘C.T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 
“Abbott-Costello Meet Killer’ 
and “Devil's Henchman” ‘U). Solid 
$14,000. Last week, “Manhandled” 


(Par) and “Special Agent” (Par), | 


fair $6,000. 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040: 34-60)— | 


“She” (RKO) and “Last Days Pom- 
peii” (RKO) (reissues). Big $7,500. 
Last week, “Dan Patch” (UA) and 


’“Darling Caballero” (UA), $5,000. 





TORONTO 


‘Continued from page 12) 
Odeon. Turnaway business, par- 
ticularly for those 300 reserved 
loges at $1.20, is spelling hefty ses- 
sion. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol, Nortown, Shea’s (FP) (1.- 
079, 959, 2,386; 40-70)\—“Top 'O 
Morning” (‘Par) (2d wk). Great 
$19,000 
$24 000. 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th) (1,059, 955, 698, 694: 
35-60)—“Colorado Territory” (WB) 
and “Manhattan Angel” (Col). 
Fancy $15,000. Last week, “Slightly 
French” (Col) and “Lost Tribe” 
(Col), light $9,000. 

Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080; 
1,556; 40-70)—"“Come 
(20th) (2d wk). Heaithy $9,000 after 
last week's big $15,066. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 
“Silver Lining” (WB) (2d wk). Big 
$13,000 after last weck's terrific 
$19,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,096: 40-70)— 
“Stratton Story” (M-G) (2d wk). 


Great $8.- | 


40-65)— 
(2d 
$20,000 after | 


(2,412; 34-60)— | 


(U) | 


after last week's wham 


to Stable” | 


40-70)— | 





| Husky $17,000 after last week's 
| smash 1,500. 
Odeon (Rank) (2,096; 35-$1.20)— 


“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reis- 
/sue). Great $16,000. Last week, 
_ “Perfect Woman” (EL), fine $12,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-70)— 
“Gal Who Took West” (U). Okay 
$6,500. Last week, “Abbott-Cos- 
tello Meet Killer” (U), ditto. 


‘Stable’ Shows Way In 
Indpls., 116, ‘Heat’ Same 


Indianapolis, Sep.. 13 
Biz has slowed up at firstruns 
here this week, apparently due to 
reopening of schools. “Come to 
Stable” at Circle and “White Heat” 





at Indiana are running close for 
top money, with former making 
best showing. Both are _ singles, 


first here in months. “Madame Bo- 
vary” is offish at Loew’s. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gan ‘le-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—“‘Come to Stable” (20th). Nice 
$11,000. Last week, “You're My 
Everything” (20th) and “Lost 
Tribe” (Col), ditto. 

Indiana ‘G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 
“White Heat” (WB). Fair $11,000. 
Last week, “Top O’ Morning” (Par) 
and “Alimony” (EL), big $14,500. 

Loew's ‘(Loew’s) (1,427; 44-65)—~ 
“Madame Bovary” (M-G) and “Gay 
Amigo” ‘Col). Mild $10,000. Last 
week, “Good Old Summertime” 
(M-G) and “Air Hostess” (Col), 
nifty $13,500 in 9 days. 

Lyric ‘G-D) (1,600; 44-65)— 
“Lonesome Pine” (Par) and “Gero- 
nimo” (Par) (reissues). Nice $6,500. 
Last week, “Brimstone” (Rep) and 
“Post Office Investigator’ ‘Rep), 
oke $6,000. 

















Featuring DOUGLAS 4 ENGINE LINERS 
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LOS ANGELES 


SAN FRANCISCO 


CHICAGO ‘28.75 
AIRLINE RESERVATIONS 


TIMES SQUARE BRyant 9-6492 
147 West 42nd St. 


GRAND CENTRAL MUrray hill 7-6415 
509 Mth Avenue 


BROCKLYN MAin 5-5621 
Hotel St. George, Clark St. 


LA GUARDIA Hickory 6-0710 
U. 8S. Gov't appvrd. Indep. Airlines 























Made from your negative or photo™ 
Unsurpassed in quality at any price 


WO NEGATIVE CHARGE-- NO EXTRAS 
24-HOUR SERVICE ON REQUEST 
8x 10's: $7.99 per 100; $55 per 1000 
Fan Mail Photos (5°x 7") $36 per 1000 - Postcards 523 per 1000 
Mounted Enlargements (30140): $3.85 
Photographs Grace Billboard's Covers 














CARY GRANT - ANN SHERIDAN 


‘| Was a Male War Bride’ 


A 2th Century-Fox Picture 
On Variety Stage—JACK HALEY and 
MARTHA STEWART 
On tee Stage—““HAWAIIAN NIGHTS” 
Starring JOAN HYLDOFT and 
ARNOLD SHODA 


—ROXY 3275. 
50th St. 
———— RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ——— 
Rocketetier Center } 

ingrid Joseph Michael 
BERGMAN COTTEN WILDING 4 
| in ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 


“UNDER CAPRICORN" | 


4 
| Color by TECHNICOLOR . 
A Transatiantic Picture 4 
| Released by Warner Gros. } 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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Exhib Victory 


Continued from page * 
to serve them “without find- | 





Se euresives arbitrarily refusing 


to deal with a competing theatre.” | 
Smith offered no solution to this | 
roblem but expressed willingness 
to get together with exhibs at any 
time and talk it out face to face. | 

RKO sales promotion chief Leon | 
J. Bamberger earlier today sug- 
gested exhibs could boost their 
grosses by staging special kid 
shows on Saturday mornings, 
pointing out the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America now has over 55 
films available in its children’s li- 
brary. Louis Novins, assistant to 
Par prez Barney Balaban, reported 
on the Chi p.r. meet and detailed 
the part that theatreowners will 
have to play in the campaign 

N. J. Allied prez Edward Lach- 
man opened the meet yesterday 
with a cetailed roundup of exhib 
victories achieved during the last 
year. He mentioned specifically 
the ruling in the ASCAP decision 
and the divorcement decree. 


ASCAP Beaten 


“We have seen ASCAP beaten 
successfully, a project taken up by 
New Jerscy National Allied many 
years ago in a fight to the bitter 
end, despite setbacks and heart- 
aches.” 

The final chapter was written in 
the courts of New York and by 
North Central Allied in Minneapo 
lis as the Berger-ASCAP case— 
Judge Norbye signing the death 
warrant. 

“Likewise we have seen victory 
wherein the U. S. district court has 
ordered divorcement. In the words 
of our own A. F. Myers: ‘For Allied 
this is a victory total and complete. 
Every legal argument presented by 
Allied in favor of divorcement 
now has judicial sanction. Every 
benefit which Allied has acclaimed 
is in the process of fulfillment.” 


Lachman pointed out that more 
pictures are being produced, first 
run monopolies are crumbling, un- 
reasonable clearances are being 
shortened and film salesmen are 
beginning to appreciate their cus- 
tomers. That the pictures pro- 
duced for a free market will ex- 
ceed in quality those made for the 
controlled market there can be no 
doubt, he said. 

Speaking of the all-industry pub- 
lic relations conference which met 
recently in Chicago to formulate a 
public relations program, he said 
the venture would be successful | 
should the group continue to make 
public relations its single purpose. 


Wallis Wary i} 


Ea, Y 


Continued from page * 


quires a foreign background such 
as “September,” exteriors of which 
he recently shot in Italy, does he 
believe overseas production to be 
“sensible.” 


Zanuck Dittos 


(Almost the identical sentiment 
was voiced this week in Paris by | 
Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox pro- | 
duction head. Zanuck declared 
that any producer who goes to| 
England or the Continent “to make | 
pictures solely because of frozen 
currency is an idiot.”’ No com- 
pany should shoot overseas unless 
it can make use of special pic- 
torial and historical backgrounds, 
Zanuck also said in a pitch similar 
to that of Wallis). 


Regardless of where a pic is 
turned out, Wallis regards stars | 
as important to boxoffice as ever. | 
The few exceptions of click pix, | 
sans names, have caused so much | 
of a furore in Hollywood thet they | 
prove the rule, he said. Referring | 
to “Rope of Sand” (Paramount), | 
Wallis said: “With a lesser cast, I | 
know that picture would not have | 

mn as big a success.” 

Broadway legit hits are less im- | 
om to Hollywood than ever) 

ore so far as picturization is 
concerned, Wallis said. Asking | 

e for film rights is “so astro- 
Romical” on these legiters that 
anyone making them is just gam- 
§ On how much he can lose.” 
Onetheless, Wallis concedes that 
Story is the most important 
element in a pic with the stars 
rating second. | 


Wallis has four pix lined up for. 
ensing, all of them to be made in 
ood. After shooting exter- | 

fall for “September” during the 
on the Coast, his next stint 
year will be “The Furies,” 
zation of. the Niven Busch 
which stars Barbara Stan-, 

and Walter Huston. ; 
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brought 


N. Y. City Test Suit On 
Water-Cooling Towers 


For Airconditioning 


Skouras circuit is at the receiv- 
ing end of a test criminal action 


in Bronx (‘N. Y.) Special Sessions 
which charges the metropolitan 
chain with maintaining a nuisance 
in the form of its water-cooling 
tower used in conjunction with the 
airconditioning system. Brought 
by a group of tenants in houses 
adjacent to the Park Plaza, Skou- 
ras flickery in the Bronx, the 
criminal nuisance action is regard 
ed setting precedent on whether 
N. Y. theatres can maintain the 
towers in the present form 

Trial of the action before three 
judges comes up Tuesday (20 
with Everett Frohlich of Schwartz 
& Frohlich, showbiz attorneys, rep 
ping Skouras. Tenants’ gripe is di 
rected egainst the humming noise 
of fans used in the tower. Skouras 
outfit, on its part, claims that the 
conditioner is not a nuisance but a 
reasonable use of commercial 
premises. 

Suit is regarded by legalites and 
exhibs as important because the 
N. Y. city authorities are now in- 
sisting that all houses install tow 
ers of similar design in order to 
conserve the water supply. In past 
summers theatres could use city 
water but that is now verboten 
Tower is rigged to cool privately- 
owned water which is used repeat 
edly. 

Action is of 


the first its 


in the city. 


type 


Parites’ Studio Huddle 


Paramount's top brass took off 
for the Coast over the weekend 
for a series of studio powwows. 
Barney Balaban, Par’s prez, and 
Alfred W. Schwalber, distribu- 
tion veepee, are confabbing with 
studioites Henry Ginsberg, Y. 
Frank Freeman and Cecil B. De- 
Mille. Balaban returns in a week 
or 10 days preparatory to embark- 
ing-for England 

Leonard Goldenson, theatre 
veepee, is also on the Coast 
attending the Theatre Owners of 
America’s convention. 









SEC Dubious 


Continued from page 3 


discussed at an informal meet of | 
the board at Fabian’s Hotel Am- | 
bassador suite Saturday (10). 

Under agreement of its sponsors, 
the financing company must have | 
a minimum of $2,000,000 in its till 
from stock purchases before en- 
gaging in its primary purpose of 
backing production. Actually 
$4,000,000 in commitments have 
been made; an ultimate capital of 
$10,000,000 is the target. 

With SEC approval garnered 
last week, backers are. starting 
their drive to collect the necessary 
capital Period of 30-60 days is 
expected on that chore before the 
NEFC starts actual operations 
Meanwhile, unit has been ap- 
proached by a number of Holly 
wood indie producers seeking coin 
for future camera work. Prominent 
among these is Josenvh Bernhard, 
prez of Film Classics, who has 
broached an ambitious tieup with 
the company 

Those attending the meeting 
here included Fabian, Robert 
Coyne, secretary; Ben Trustman, at- 
torney; plus directors Edwin Silver- 
man, Sol Mitchell Wolf- 
son, J. J. O'Leary, Sherrill Corwin, 
Myron Blank, M. A. Lightman, Ted 
Gamble, Arthur Lockwood, George 
Skouras and Col. Robert Haynes. 


Lesser, 


Unpredictable Binford 
OKs Metro’s ‘Intruder’ 


Memphis, Sept. 13 
Lloyd T. Binford, Memphis cen- 
did the unpredictable again 
this week when he approved Met- 


sor, 


ro's “Intruder in the Dust,” filmi- 
zation of the William Faulkner 
novel, for exhibition here. Since 


“Intruder” treats with the subject 
of Negroes, it makes two aves and 
a no for the Memphis snipper 
Binford has okayed “Home of the 
Brave” previously while nixing 
“Lost Boundaries.” 

With Binford’s nod in the bag, 
Metro is planning heavy openings 
in the south. Big campaigns are 
mapped for Louisiana, Mississippi 
and Tennessee. Pic has its world 
preem in Oxford, Miss., Oct. 11 


a 


Si Fabian Avers Majors Created 
An Artificial Film Sellers’ Market 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 

In a hard-hitting speech before 
the Theatre Owners of America’s 
delegates today (Tues.) Fabian 
asked for support of the National 
Exhibitors Film Co. to prevent a 
market in the film busi- 
Detailing the reasons for 
formation of the outfit to 
indie production, Fabian 
declared “We have the ability, 
money and showmanship to see to 


sellers’ 
ness 
the 


finance 


it the market gets the kind and 
amount of pictures the theatres 
require.” 

“We have developed our plans 
very carefully,” Fabian said. “We 
got advice from Robert Wright 
former assistant attorney general 
in charge of the anti-trust action 
against the big companies, and 


followed his guidance. Our organi- 
zation has been approved by the 
Dept. of Justice as being legal. 
We are accepting subscriptions for 
purchase of stock. We are in busi- 
ness 
“You remember the 


can day 


when Warners, Paramount, and all | 
other big companies made 40 films | 


a year. Last year it was 18. We 
have always felt that this was a 
deliberate move.on part of produ 
cers to create a selier’s market. In- 
dependent producers are out. Di 
vorcement is coming. For these 
reasons many of us got together 
early in June in New York and 


determined that, as exhibitors, we 
were going to have something to 
say about the supply of pictures 
to go into our theatres 

“There was no thought of put- 
ting anybody out of business. We 
don't want to accomplish that be- 
cause that would be defeating our 
purpose. Our sole aim in form- 


supply of “A” productions suit- 
able to play in our theatres. The 
investment of theatres in iis 
country is $2,000,000,000. All the 


studios in Hollywood and al! the 
exchange throughout the coun- 


| 


try are a small fraction of that. 
We exhibitors have the real in- 
vestment. We have the real 
money, and if we don’t do some- 
thing to protect those billions we 
may not be in business two to five 
years from today. 

“We have no stars, story prop- 
erties, directors developed yet, 
but we have the enthusiastic sup- 
port of a large number of exhibi- 
tors. They have authorized me to 
say that we welcome any exhibitor 
who desires to some into our fold. 


If they want te protect their busi- 
ness and will communicate with 
Mr. Pinanski (NEFC board chair- 
man) or myself, we'll be glad to 
have them come in Think care- 
fully of the last few years—what 
has happened to you and your 
picture buying Think carefully 


of what can happen to you in the 
future and then decide for your- 
self if this company is not a neces- 
sity in this industry today.” 


PAR RENEGOTIATING 
SOME NORTHIO LEASES 


Sept. 13 
reported renego- 


Cincinnati, 

Paramount is 
tiating leases with the Taft family 
interests on a number of its houses 
in the Northio circuit 
to divesting itself of these theatres 
the anti-trust consent 
With the flexibility given it 
under the decree, company’s strat- 


preparatory 


under de- 


cree 


égy is to renew leases on longterms 
first and then put the theatres on 
the block. 

Price of the house is boosted, of 
course, because of the length of the 
new leases. Par is asking for seven 
times tue average net take of a 
theatre as the tab for selling the 
lease 

Taft family is that of the Ohio 
senator and his brothers. Northio 
is a chain of 16 theatres in Ohio, 
Kentucky and West Virginia. 
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9 out of 10 Screen Stars use ita Gir ave Loveller LA. 


in “The Kid From Cleveland” 


Lever Brothers Company 


Lynn Bari as she plays opposite George Brent 


(a 


This is a beauty care that really makes skin 
lovelier! In recent Lux Toilet Soap tests by 
skin specialists, actually three out of four 
complexions improved in a short time. 

“Lux Soap facials leave skin softer, 
smoother,” says Lynn Sari. “I work the 
fragrant lather well in, rinse, and then pat / 
with a soft towel to dry.” 4 
i” Try the big new bath size, too— 
Another fine product of 50 fragrant, so luxurious! 
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BARI 


star of 
Republic Pictures’ 


“THE KID FROM 
CLEVELAND” 


cabins edie 
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Grant Takeover of 


Blackett Agency 


Marks Demise of Onetime Ad Empire 





Chicago, Sept. 13. * 


Absorption of the Hill Blackett | 
agency into Grant Advertising| 
sounded the death knell of the| 
once-vast Blackett advertising em- | 

ire, which as Blackett, Sample & 

ummert ruled the agency roost in 
the field of daytime soap operas. | 

Will Grant's terse three-line an- | 
nouncement of the move, which 
will switch Blackett’s accounts by 
the end of the year, officially con- 
firmed rumors which had been cir- 
culating in Chi circles for some 
time that the Blackett agency was 
about to fold Blackett himself 
will move in as a Grant veepee and 
account exec, along with most of 
his personnel. 

Blackett, Sample & Hummert 
billings topped the $12,000,000 
mark back in 1940, making it the 
leading agency in the fieid. Among 
its clients were such accounts as 
General Mills, Procter & Gamble, 





Anacin, Bayer Aspirin, Personal 
Finance, BiSoDol, Old English Wax, 
Edna Wallace Hopper, Kolynos, 
Angelus Rouge, Phillips Milk of 
Magnesia, Dr. Lyons and Wyeth 
Chemical. 

‘These major sponsors helped 


ush BS&H to record billings of 
6 093,125 in 1938, $10,714,498 in 
1939 and $12,108,788 in 1940. Its 
nearest competitor at that time, 
and not very close, was Benton & 
Bowles, with $7,678,574 in 1940. 

But Hill Blackett’s intense inter- 
est in national politics, and his de- 
sire to continue in the national 
committee fight to rule the Repub- 
lican party, brought discontent into 
the BS&H agency, and the combo 
broke up in 1943, Sample teaming 
with Dancer of BS&H, and Fitz- 
gerald to form the potent Dancer- 
Sample-Fitzgerald agency of pres- 
ent years. Hummert, a talented 
show packager, formed his own out- 
fit as a producer. 

The Hill Blackett & Co. agency 
was formed Jan. 1, 1944, taking 
with it accounts which had a strong 
personal loyalty to Blackett. Only 
major radio account left to the 
agency is the Wander Co., for Oval- | 
tine, which bankrolls “Sky King” 
on ABC twice a week. 

Grant agency, meanwhile, con- 
tinues its climb from a one-man 
outfit in Dallas, where Will Grant 
got into radio in 1936 servicing a 
small hosiery account. His big 
break came when he teamed up 
with Lee Segal there to promote 
the Dr. I. Q. Show, which was sub- 
sequently peddied to Mars Candy, 
and has since brought in annual 
billings in excess of $2,000,000 to 
the Grant coffers. Will Grant’s fast | 
spreading domain now includes of- 
fices in 19 major cities in the U. S.,| 
Canada, Cuba, Mexico, South! 
America, India and China. 


NBC Web Reorg 
Setup Emerging 


White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13. 

Although the survey by Booz, 
Allen & Hamilton, designed to 
overhaul the entire NBC structure, | 
is still incomplete and therefore | 
was not writien into the NBC con- 
vention agenda here, Niles Tram- 
mell, web prez, officially tipped off | 








for the first time the current re- returning shows scheduled to tee | 
“thinking” in his off on the major radio networks 9 p. m., NBC. 


organizational 
keynote address to the affiliates. 

What previously had come. 
through the rumor mill (that NBC | 
would emerge as two self-contained 
entities, splitting radio and tele-'| 
vision) was verified by Trammell 
in his talk. He didn’t elaborate on 
the thesis, except to suggest that | 
the formula was being designed so 
as not to burden radio with tele- 
vision. or vice versa; that sponsors 
won't be attracted to one medium 
at the expense of the other. 

B, A & H blueprint calls for 
Trammel and exec veepee Charles 
Denny to administer the overall 
operation, but from there down 
the AM and TV personnel will be 
on their own. 


Norwich to B&B 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 
Norwich Pharmacal has moved 
its billing from Gumbinner to Ben- 
ton & Bowles agency. 


Norwich sponsors “Fat Man” on 





ABC. 


N.Y. Mayoralty Drive 
Due for Strong Hypo 
Via Radio Campaign 


Paid political broadcasts for the 
New York mayoralty campaign will 
probably bring local stations more 
than the usual amount of coin this 
Radio activity for Newbold 
and 


year. 
Morris, Republican, 
Liberal candidate, has already been 
launched. Air campaign for Mayor 
William O’Dwyer, Democrat, is 
now being shaped up by Jim 
Sauter, Air Features topper. 
Morris Novik, radio director for 
the Morris ticket, is aiming at giv- 
ing his candidate's airers the “fire- 
side chat” approach instead of the 
usual campaign rally sound. Ac- 
cording to Novik’s reasoning, home 


Fusion 


listeners aren't persuaded by the) 
that goes} 


oratory and applause 
with meetings in big halls. Talks 
by celebs and music are included 
in the Morris airers. 


Morris drive kicked off last 
Wednesday with an address on 
WJZ, WMCA, WEVD, WQXR, 
WINS and WFDR-FM. Weekly 


broadcasts are heard on WJZ, 
Wednesdays, at 7 p.m., produced by 
Gainsborough Associates and 
placed via Furman, Feiner agency. 


MBS Hops Along 
n Hopalong Com 


Taking the sting off its lors of 
the Philip Morris daytime business, 
Mutual is getting two big chunks 
of coin from General Foods and 
Helbros Watches. 

GF will back “Hopalong Cassidy” 
on a five-year deal for its Post 
Cereal division, starting Jan. 1. 
Show will be a half-hour weekly, 
with day and time still to be set. 
At present “Hopalong” is spon- 
sored on the Coast by Ross Dog 





Food, which has a contract through | 


June, ‘50. If Ross holds on to the 


| pact, GF will back the oater on the 


rest of the web, excluding the Don 
Lee network, for a five-month pe- 
riod, when it will buy the whole 
chain. If Ross relinquishes its op- 
tion, GF will take the entire net 
on Jan. 1. 


or Nothing” on Sept. 24, for its 
sixth year on MBS. Company had 
dropped off the air for the summer, 
although it had in the past backed 
the “Abbott Mysteries” as a hiatus 
replacement. As a result of its ab- 


| sence during the summer, “Double” | 
| lost its Sunday afternoon siot and | 


is shifting to Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. 


Gillin Influence 


White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13. 

Perhaps next to prexy Niles 
Trammel) himself, the person- 
ality singled out at the NBC 
' gonvention here for industry 
leadersh'» recognition was 
John J. Gillin, Jr., general 
manager of WOW, Omaha, 
who has not only played a 
dominant role in years past in 
NBC affiliate affairs but of 
the industry itself. 

What made the Gillin build- 
up all the more accented was 
his inability to attend the 
NBC convention this year, 
probably the finest time that 
the WOW chieftain has missed 
out on any important parley. 
Gillin, recently stricken with 
a carciac condition, is still in 
the hospital, and the expres- 
sions from the affiliate dele- 
gates left no doubt as to his 
sphere of influence in industry 
matters. 


Radio Cleveland 


i 
} 


$1,000,000 Deal As 
AM-TV Center 


Cleveland, Sept. 13. 

United Broadcasting Co. closed 
deal last week for purchase of the 
Metropolitan Theater Bidg., which 
will be converted into a radio 
center housing the studios and 
offices of WHK, AM, FM and TV, 
in addition to the UBC head- 
quarters. 











000 is set for the new project, to 


|be known as “Radio Cleveland,” | 


according to H. K. Carpenter, 
veepee of UBC which operates a 
chain of Ohio stations. Work on 
it will start in early 1950, as soon 
as backers receive a video studio 
construction permit. 


Center for WHK activities will 
call for seven broadcast studios, 
two TV studios two floors high, 21 
dressing rooms, two large garages 
‘and construction of a connecting 
building in the rear. 

Built in 1912 originally for pro- 
ductions of Metropolitan Opera 
Co., the Metropolitan theatre itself 
will be used by all correlated sta- 
tions after it has been modernized. 
House with 1,400 seats has been 
devoted to films for number of 
years but engineers report its 
acoustics are still excellent for 
radio and video purposes. 
| Edward J. Content, New York 
| acoustical engineer, is designing 
‘each broadcast studio as a “room 
| within a room.” To obtain the best 
maximum sound and _ vibration 


isolation as well as better acoustics, | 
Helbros is bringing back “Double | 


each studio will be built on a 
spring suspension principle with- 
out any mechanical connection 
between studio walls and outside 
walls of building. 

UBC has already moved its gen- 
_eral offices into the new location 
and expects to have the “Radio 
Cleveland” Center ready for an 
opening next June. 


Announcement Delay on Network 
Changes Criticized by NBC Stations 





Clean Beat on Kid Grab; 
Philly’s WFIL-TV Is Hep 


Trenton, N. J., Sept. 13. 

WTTM, NBC affiliate here, 
scored a clean beat on the kid- 
napping of five-year-old Jane 
Marie Frantz last Friday ‘9) by 
bringing the girl’s parents to the 
station the following morning for 
a personal plea to the kidnapper. 
Alleged culprit, Gerald Hutt, re- 
|\leased the girl from his car 18 
| minutes later. 
| After the broadcast, WTTM 
special events chief Ernie Kovacs 
jraced to the Fiantz home to 
|record the aversation between 
| the mother and the child. Sub- 
sequently, Raymond Michel, po- 
liceman who spotted the car. was 
interviewed over the station. First 
reports of both the indictment and 
conviction of Hutt yesterday 
(Mon.) were broadcast over WTTM 
five minutes later. 








| WFIL-TV’s Newsreel 
Philadelphia, Sept. 13. 

Local newsreel operated by 
WFIL-TV, Philadelphia Inquirer 
video outlet, presented a complete 
film report on the Jane Marie 
Frantz kidnapping Saturday morn- 
ing (10), less than 24 hours after 
the crime. 
| Through immediate processing 
even national newsreels at the 
scene. 


Affiliates Good 


Sports on Sports 


White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13. 

If there were any doubts left as 
to the “my network, right or 
wrong” attitude which permeated 
affiliate thinking at the NBC con- 
vention here, they were removed 
once and for all on the opening 
day of the meet, when the dele- 
| gates were addressed by Bill Stern, 
_ the web's director of sports. 
| Stern's pitch primarily was to 
justify the network’s present ex- 








|cursien into sports programming. | 


| The affiliates, of course, have for 


some time been far from blinded | 


| with the fact that the NBC niche 
in the realm of sports is not the 
most enviable one; that the web’s 
conspicuous absence from radio 


| participation in such top events as. 
the Kentucky Derby, Preakness, 


Belmont, Rose Bowl and other ma- 
jor grid events, World Series and 
| sundry sports highlights of the 
_year, doesn’t even put the web in 
the running. 

| Yet there was no denying that 
Stern made a good impression. 
| Even a flimsy script which attempt- 





Network 





Premieres 


ed to demonstrate the rating payoff 
of NBC’s Saturday afternoon fall 
| technique of stringing along with 
one full grid game instead of CBS’ 
|} panoramic coverage of jumping 








(Sept. 14-24) 
Following is a list of the new and 


during the next 10 days: 
Sept. 15 


Robert Montgomery. News Com- 
mentary. 


ABC. Lee Hats. Grey agency. 


Sept. 17 


Joe DiMaggio. Interviews. Sat- 


urday, 10 a. m., CBS. M&M Can- | 


dies. Lee Baker. 

Meme from Lake Success. News 
roundup. Saturday, 6:15, CBS. 
Sustaining. 

Richfield Sports Reporter. Foot- 


ball roundup with Russ Hodges. 

Saturday, 7:30, ABC. Richfield 

Oil. Morey, Humm & Johnstone. 
Sept. 18 


Greatest Story Ever Told. Bib- 
lical drama. Sunday, 5:30 p. m., 
Goodyear Tire & Rubbey. 
Kudner. 

Phil WHarris-Alice Faye Show. 
Domestic comedy. Sunday, 7:30, 
NBC. Rexall. BBD&O. 

UN in Action. News commen- 


Thursday, 10:10 p. m.,! 


tary. Sunday, 11:15, CBS. Sus- 
' taining. 
Sept. 20 
Bob Hope. Comedy. Tuesday, 


Lever Bros. BBD&O. 

Fibber and Molly. Domestic com- 
edy. Tuesday, 9:30, NBC. John- 
son's Floor Wax. Needham, Louis 
& Brorby. 


People Are Funny. Audience 
participation. Tuesday, 10:30, 
NBC. Raleigh cigarets. Russell 
| M. Seeds. 

Sept. 21 

This Is Your Life. Audience 
participation. Wednesday, 8 p. m., 
NBC. Philip Morris cigarets. 


Biow. 
|. Great Gildersleeve. Comedy. 
Wednesday, 8:30, NBC. Kraft. J. 
Walter Thompson. 

Sherlock Holmes. Mystery, 
Wednesday, 8:30, ABC. Petri Wines. 
Young & Rubicam. 


Bing Crosby. Music-comedy. 


'Wednesday, 9:30, CBS. Chester- 
field. Newell-Emmett. 
Burns and Allen. Comedy. 


Wednesday, 16, CBS. Block Drug 
Co. Cecil & Presbrey. 
Sept. 24 
Quick As a Flash. Quiz. Satur- 
day, 7:30 p. m., Mutual. Helbros 
Watches. Dorland. 


applause. 


Warner Switches Weekly 
Commentary to ABC 


Washington, Sept. 13. 
Albert Warner, Mutual's D. C. 
correspondent, has switched to ABC 
; and will launch ‘ new weekly com- 


|mentary series Saturdays at 
9:30 p.m., starting Jct. 8. He will 





| ton staff. 
| Warner has been a president of 
the White House Correspondents 
Assn. and the Radio Correspond- 
ents Assn. 


Bigelow on Giveaway 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 
Joe Bigelow has signed to pro- 
| duce NBC's “Hollywood Calling” 
| Siveaway show. Bigelow takes post 








around the country for multiple | 
pickups, won for Stern a round of | 


also serve on the web's Washing- | 


+ White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13. 


NBC’s rigid adherence to proto- 


Trenton’s WITM Scores [col. which for years has kept sta- 


tions completely in the dark on 
program changes, time shifts, etc., 
‘until the network gets a signed 
order from the client, came in for 
quite a kicking around at the web's 
| convention here. 

A lot of managers claimed that 
the network practice creates confu- 
sion and makes things difficult for 
the station. Long before the net- 
work gets around to “trafficking” 
such news to the affiliates, they 
squawked, the changes have had 
wide but unofficial circulation 
either through the columns of 
VARIETY, Or an agency jumping the 
gun on a release, etc. 

Thus, they contend, by the time 
the web gets the okay on an an- 
nouncement, a lot of good  pro- 
motion days have been wasted. 

With an assist from SPAC ‘Sta- 
tion Planning Advisory Commit- 
tee), it was decided to try to effect 
some device which might act as a 
tip service to the stations. 


ABC Pressing For 
Public Service 


Despite the moves at some net- 
| works to cut down on public serv- 
ice programming because of the 








| Budget of approximately $1,000,- of the film, the station scooped darker sales picture and ke2ner 


‘competition for the advertiser's 
|dollar, Bob Saudek, ABC public 
| affairs veepee, is keeping his staff 


intact and expanding the number 
of shows he will produce this fall. 
| Among the airers Saudek is 
working on is one to be presented 
by Howard U., Negro college in 

Washington. Series will include 
| talks by the institution's profs, mu- 
sic by its choral society and per- 
formances by its dramatic unit. 
Latter group is now playing in Nor- 
way, at the invitation of the Nor- 
wegian government. “Idea behind 
the program,” Saudek says. “is to 
produce a show that will get away 
from the usual offering of spirit- 
uals and instead deal with varied 
aspects of Negro culture.” 

The web’s religious sustainers 
are to be given a showmanship 
hypo. The Catholic “Hour of 
Faith” will have, in addition to ser- 
mons and music, a quiz in which 
_prominent laymen will ask ques- 
tions about Catholicism of leading 
| theologians. Starting Jan. 1, the 
| Protestant program will get a new 
format, using brief statements of 
their beliefs by religious leaders 
and celebs. Approach of the Jew- 
ish program is also to be revised. 

The web is also producing two 
shows on mental health. “Family 
Closeup,” scripted by Abe Ginnes 
and directed by Martin Andrews, 
kicked off Sunday (11) under the 
aegis of family service groups. 
“Someone You Know,” which will 
offer dramatizations of emotional 
problems followed by a panel dis- 
cussion, will preem Sept. 29 at 
10:30 p.m. Supported by the Prot- 
estant Radio Committee, the pro- 
gram will include as panel mem- 
| bers Gen. William Menninger, Mrs. 
|Eleanor Roosevelt, Dr. Eduarde 
| Lindeman of the New School, and 
| Others. 


WGAR’s Polio Format 


Cleveland, Sept. 13. 

WGAR shot the works on behalf 
of the polio campaign for funds 

when, last Saturday, station de- 
voted the entire programming 
schedule to fund-raising. 

Every sustainer on the station 
was kicked off and the entire per- 
sonnel put to work on the polio 
drive format. In addition, all non- 
commercial station breaks were de- 
voted to the campaign. 

It's estimated that 11 hours of 
programming were channelled in- 
i = pitch, fetching $11,000 in 
unds. 


DEEMS TAYLOR SALE 
Chicago, Sept. 13. 











|over from Al Hollander, of the 
Lou Cowan office, packagers of 
show, who subbed when Vick 
Knight resigned. 

| Bigelow last season was writer- 
director on Spike Jones’ Coca-| 
Cola show. Jack McCoy continues | 
}as emcee on “Calling.” 





Radio Features has sold “The 
Deems Taylor Concert” to 22 out- 
lets of Inter-Mountain network, 


| starting Oct. 3 at 10 p. m. (MST), 


five a week. 
Transcription show will air 30 
minutes out of KALL, Salt Lake 


i City. 
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White Sulphur Springs. Sept. 13. 

As far as NBC is concerned, there will be no trifling with ad- 
Niles Trammell. network president. told the 
affiliate members in unmistakable terms that this is not the time 
to shake the sponsor's confidence in radio and suggested that a 
little gratuity here and there might not be amiss. 

The NBC “credo” was projected as the affiliates presented to 
recommendations 
Some of the affiliates, for example, reprised th 


vertisers’ feelings. 


the network execs some 


change in policy. 





and suggestions for | 


| 


old squawk about adhering to the network's policy on hitchhike. 


and cowcatchers. 


ment 
into the body of the show. 


The stations would 
there's a lot of local spot biz they can capture 
is that all cowcatchers and 


like to discard it because 
But NBC's agree- 


hitchhikes must be integrated 


Again some of the affiliates brought up the question of revising 
upward the basic rate to advertisers. Trammell practically sluffed 
that one off. Some favored the insertion of the NBC chimes at 


the 15-minute mark. Again 


Trammell 


cautioned that the web 


doesn't intend to break into advertiser's programs. 


The “let’s-protect-the-advertiser” 


attitude was most pronounced 


when some of the affiliate managers questioned the wisdom of 
giving Gruen Watch some implied plugs prior to its sponsorship of 
a half-hour of the 60-minute “Hollywood Calling” show. Trammell 
retorted that the network is concerned not only with its affiliates 
but with its own six owned-and-operated stations; that it is anxious 


to attract as much business as possible, and that 
plugs won't do anybody any harm 





such implied 








NBC Programs Only Fly in Ointment 
As They Get Convention Going-Over 


White Sulphur Spgs.,Sept.13. * 


While NBC president’ Niles 
Tramme!! won for himself and the 
network an overwhelming vote of 
confidence from the affiliate mem- 
bership, perhaps on one _ score 
alone—programming——was a note 
of apprehension injected. 

The whole programming phase of 
the NBC operation was given a 
thorough going-over in Trammell's 
Presidential Suite at the Green- 
brier Hotel here when the SPAC 
(Station Planning Advisory Com- 
mittee) members met to speak up 
on behalf of the entire affiliate ag- 
gregation in connection with NBC's 
annual convention. 

The SPAC boys, in effect, were 
anxious to know just how effectivg 
has been NBC's attempt to inject 
new programming elements into 
the network picture to counteract 


(Continued on page 36) 


Ratner, Hathaway 
In CBS Checkout 


With Victor M. Ratner checking 
out of CBS as vice-president in 
charge of AM-TV advertising and 
sales promotion to become veepee 
in charge of sales promotion, public 
relations and advertising for 
Macy's, N. Y., Lou Housman as di- 
rector of sales promotion becomes 
the division's No. 1 man. Actually, 

ther was Bill Paley’s special 
Projects man and as Such that spot 
will not be filled, although the web 
is in search of a creative promotion 

‘Continued on page 38) 


NBC Sale of All Segments 
Opposite CBS Top Talent, 
Kopf’s Clincher at Conv. 


White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13. 
BC had a special round of am- 
Munition stored up for its annual 
convention here, and the web shot 
it off with all the desired results. 
If the affiliate station members 
Went home happy, one of the con- 
tributing factors was the sales 
effectively put across by ad- 
rative veepee Harry Kopf 
his associate, George Frey. For 
t they impressed on the affili- 
ates was the fact that NBC clients 
aren't afraid of the stiff CBS com- 
Petition—that NBC has ‘succeeded 
ow ae half-hour time seg- 
at's opposite Columbia’s 
top talent ine. 
makes much of this opera- 
tional facet, since it’s no secret 
» in the days when the tables 
reversed and _ practically 
NBC bigtime star was riding the 
ing kilocycles, CBS found the go- 
| pmo tough in trying to 
© segments opposite the bi 
NBC talent guns. - . 











At a Discount 

CBS conversation piece in 
connection with Victor M. Rat- 
ner’s switchover to a $60,000- 
a-year promotion-ad berth at 
Macy's, N. Y.: 

“That's a good deal Ratner’s 
getting.” 

“How much'll he make?” 

“At Macy’s—w#59,995.95.” 


NBC Option Time 
A Program Poser 
Giving CBS Edge 


White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13. 

While NBC has no immediate 
plans for revising its network op- 
tion time, nonetheless the network 
recognizes (and so told its af- 
filiates) that a new program pat- | 
tern will be studied to counteract | 
CBS’ present terrific advantage on. 
early evening programming. 

One of the most solid commer- 
cial blocks on the Columbia sched- 
ule is the 7 to 8 Procter & Gamble- 
Campbell Soup layout comprising 
“Beulah,” Jack Smith, “Club 15” 
and Ed Murrow. It also adds up to 
a nifty piece of change for the 
stations, as well as inviting an 
early tune-in to Columbia stations. 

On the other hand, NBC is con- 
fronted with a network option 
time problem, most of the stations 
recapturing the time for local pro- 
| gramming. Result is that the NBC 
‘competition is weak, save for the 
7-7:15 Frank Sinatra-Dorothy Kir- 
‘sten show for Lucky Strike. NBC 
maintains that it is 9 o'clock be- 
fore it can achieve an appreciable 
audience switchover to its own 
kilocycles. | 

Just what NBC has in mind by | 
a “new program pattern” was not 
made quite clear to the affiliates. 


MINN. ClO MULLS 
OWN RADIO STATION 


Minneapolis, Sept. 13. 
State CIO convention directed the 
organization's officers to look into 
the possibility of establishing its 
own radio station to broadcast 
labor’s viewpoint. An effort will 
be made, first, to buy one of the 
present stations. 
A resolution adopted calling for 
a CIO radio station charged that 
the commercial radio and daily 











press are used to attack and-under- | 


mine the trade unions. 

The AFL also is considering the 
purchase or establishment of its 
own radio station. The Minneapo- 
tis Central Labor union and St. 
Paul Trades and Labor assemb!y 
‘are now working out plans for it. 


TRAMMELL DOES 
FINE SALES JOB 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13 


Niles Trammell sold the “NBC 
Story” to his affiliate family here, 


}and long before the network presi- 


dent and the boys checked out of 
the plush Greenbrier surroundings 
he had 171 of the top station man- 
agers in the country practically 
grateful for their present situation 

Some say it was one of the most 
incredible and impressive “sales” 
jobs in industry annals, with Tram- 
mel! winning, hands down an over- 
whelming endorsement in the face 
of what. six months ago, looked 
like an insurmountable setback. 

Unlike Sun Valley, Chicago or 
Atlantic City, this was Trammell 
in a new role. Prior to Greenbrier, 
it was chiefly Trammells “southern 
fried” charm that held the spot- 
light and could invariably turn the 
trick in welding together the affili- 
ate tamily for the _ ineviiabie 
“there's - no - network-like-our-net- 
work” exit song 

But this year the Trammell 
change of pace was apparent from 
the opening keynote address. He 
knew he'd have to turn on more 
than the charm department in this 
newest show of hands. Trammell 
and his NBC associates recalled al! 
toc well how, six months ago in 
Chicago, the affiliate managers ar- 
rived on the scene with tail feath- 
ers dragging and long faces. They 
had just gone through a harrowing 
experience, in witnessing the suc- 
cession of moves that stripped NBC 
of many of its top stars and they 
were tasting the bitter runner-up 
pill for the first time since they'd 
been in business. Back there in 
Chicago the network had made a 
ot of promises to counteract the 
CBS ascendancy and here they 
were at Greenbrier waiting to see 
and hear if Trammell & Co. had 
delivered 

So Trammell showed up in a new 
role, as part philosopher, and as 
hard-hitting administrator, with all 
the facts, figures and answers at his 
fingertips. For weeks prior to the 
convention he and the NBC blue- 
ribbon panei comprising Charies 
Denny, Harry Kopf, Charles Ham- 
mond, Hugh Beville, Syd _ Eiges, 
Other stories on NBC Green- 
brier convention can be found 
in Television section. 








“Pat” Weaver, 
had prepared 


Carleton Smith, 
George Frey. etc., 
and rehearsed the 
They anticipated the affiliates’ 
question, beefs ‘ali of which turned 
out to be minor), their demands. 
and above all the fact that they 
would have to be reassured that to 
string along with NBC from here 
on in was the better part of wis- 
dom. 
Panic Is Over 


Trammell borrowed a leaf from 
Charles Luckman’s recent “blue 


_skies” exposition and painted a 
rosy picture for the future. He 
gave probably the most bullish 


“pro-radio” talk heard by the in- 
(Continued on page 36) 








AFFILIATES BUY ‘NBC STORY 


‘Lay Off the Client’ 


‘ABC's FBI, ‘Gangbusters’ Str Up 


American Bar Assn. 





| ‘Old Guard’ at Reins 


White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13. 
Considered significant by 


delegates to the NBC conven- 


tion here was the foursome 
of NBC execs (and their 
wives) chosen as the most 
eligible to occupy the Presi- 
dential Suite at the Green- 
brier, convention headquar- 
ters. 


As it turned out, those get- 
ting the nod, along with prexy 
and Mrs. Niles Trammell, 
were exec veepee Charles R. 
Denny and frau; Mr. and Mrs. 


Frank (Scoop) Russell, the 
web's No. 1 Washington man, 
along with Sidney’ Strotz 
(head of Coast operations) 
and his wife. 

Choice of Denny, in view of 
his No. 2 status at NBC, was, 
of course, obvious, but other- 
wise the Trammell-Russell- 
Strotz teamup was indicative 


| the 


Controversy 


St. Louis, Sept. 13. 

| ABC's “This Is Your FBI” and 
|“Gangbusters” programs were as- 
sailed and defended in an unsched- 
uled and hot debate last week at a 
section group of the American Bar 
Assn. held at the Henry W. Kiel 
(municipal) Auditorium. Arthur J. 
Freund local barrister and former 
members of the St. Louis Board of 
Police Commissioners and head of 
Assn’'s Committee on Motion 


Pictures, Radio Broadcasting and 


| Comics in Relation to the Admin- 


istration of Justice touched off the 
fireworks when he unleashed a tor- 


rid attack on “FBI” after calling 
“Gangbusters” one of the “most 
evil of programs because of its 


meticulous blue-printineg of crime.” 
Then he attacked “FBI” by assert- 
ing it is “quite as offensive so far 
as it educates youths in the meth- 
ods of crime.” 

Turning to James V. Bennett, di- 
rector of the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons, Freund declared, “I would 


“NBC Story.” | 


to the delegates that the “old greatly deplore it if the Federal 
guard” at NBC is still very Bureau of Prisons with its great 
much in command. wealth of human material should 


NBC Again Nixes 
Bid of Affiliates 


For Hiatus Coin’ 


White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13. 

A new bid on the part of NBC 
affiliate managers to grab off a 
slice of the “hiatus coin” paid to 
the network by clients laying off 
for the summer, proved just as un- | 
successful here as it did last year | 
in Sun Valley. 

For the privilege of retaining 
their franchise on the time period | 
when they take their summer! 
hiatus, sponsors pay the web 28% 
of the time costs. The affiliates 
argue that they're entitled to a 
share of the 28°. NBC can’t see it NBC convention here 
their way. pointing out that the An off-the-cuff poll was taken by 
web is obligated to fill the period) ow 4... NPC affiliate members for 


“ae in< 
with a sustainer and shows cost , submission to the network echelon 





lends its files and cooperate in any 
such undertaking.” 

Louis B. Nicholas, asst. director 
of the FBI gained the floor and 
answering Freund stated, “We 
were interested in extending our 
cooperation to the producers of this 
program because there were at the 
time a number of programs that 
gave an improved picture of crime. 
Adopting an ostrich - like attitude 
toward crime will not cure the fact 
that a serious crime is committed 


(Continued on page 38) 


NBC Affiliates 
Nix Liquor Biz 


White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13. 
The first officic!| pronunciamento 
among bigtime station operators on 
the question of accepting hard 
liquor advertising came out of the 


ney | . . 
 Eectieninate this year, prexy and, with the exception of a few 
a « . 
, po - ¢ f. th oresse will ess to ac- 
Niles Trammell argued, it would who expre da ingn a 


cept such advertising “with reser- 
vations,” the poll brought forth an 
overwhelming “no” from the sta- 
tion operators. 

The few with the “reservations” 
suggested that they might accept 
liquor biz if they were given the 

(Centinued on page 36) 


be unfair to ask the network for 
a division of the “hiatus spoils” 
in view of NBC's increased pro- 
gramming costs. 


| 
° ‘D: b 
License ‘Riley’ to NBC 
Hollywood, Sept. 13. | 
Irving Brecher has licensed to 
NBC exclusive radio and television 
rights to “Life of Riley” for 


" K-F’s Winchell Pullout 
period of five years. Deal anchors Leaves ABC With Cream 


show at Radio City : 
Properties on Hands 


and gives him security protection 
over that period. 

He continues to produce beth pecision of Kaiser-Frazer to 
the AM and TV versions for Pabst jeaye network radio and drop 
sponsorship, with Jackie Gleason wajter Winchell after Jan. 1 leaves 
in the title role on video and Wil- ape holding on to three high- 
liam Bendix continuing as Riley priced properties, Winchell, “Ozzie 
iin the radio series. _& Harriet” and Boris Karloff. 
ABC has picked up the gabber’s 














Trammell & Four Hawaiians 


White Sulphur Springs, Sept. 13. 


Loren Thurston, of KGU, NBC : 


on his Four Hawaiians and took over the Greenbrier ballroom in an 


elaborate pitch to grab off NBC’ 
was a reprise of last year’s supe 
Sun Valley, 


going into their Chamber of Con 


But indications are that this year, as last, it'll be no dice, despite 
the jamming through of a resolution by the affiliate managers okay- 


ing the designation. Consensus a 


explain off that kind of coin outlay to Dave Sarnoff? Trammell him- 


self is all for keeping Greenbrier 
The wives of the affiliates want I 
A SPAC-NBC committee will 


Trammell thus far getting in the last word with 


afford both television—and Hono 


Unusual aspect of the whole thing is that the delegates to a dis- 


tillers’ convention, also meeting 


to NBC and were so hypnotized by Thurston that it voted then and 


there to hold next year’s shindig 


with dozens of orchid lei again flown to the convention 
for distribution among che wives and gals, and Thurston & Co. 


option and would have te sustain 
him in the event it can't find a 
sponsor for the top-rated gabber. 
| However, web spokesman say 2 
/new sponsor will be announced 
‘shortly. Karloff is due to start in 
separate AM and TV shows this 
_month, both of which are still with- 
out backers. “Ozzie & Harriet” is 
also without a bankroller, but is 
being pitched to Standard Oil of 
N. J. The oil firm is mulling the 
| Andre Kostelanetz show submitied 
by CBS as well as “O&H” and a 
musical variety submitted by ABC. 
Musical package features Lauritz 
Melchior, Patricia Morison and 
Paul Wh.teman. 

Karloff and the Nelsons were 
-inked as part of ABC's “talent 
urge.” Although the net's deals 
are not like CBS’ capital gains 
pacts, until the web gets off the 
\hook on these commitments it's 
considered likely its talent yen will 
be temporarily curbed, 


ifliliate in Honolulu, again brought 
s 1950 convention for Hawaii. It 
-r-promotion job Thurston did at 


wmerce act. 


ppeared to be “how will Trammell 


as the permanent convention site. 
lawaii. 
kick it around some more, with 
“How can we 
lulu?” 


here, sat in on the Thurston pitch 


in Hawaii. 
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State-Owned CBC 3506 in Red For 
Year: Can. B’casters Ask Free TV 


Toronto, Sept. 13. 

Admitting that it will be $350,- 
000 in the red for the current 
year, the state-operated Canadian 
Drosécorting Corp., with two Eng- 
lish-language  trans-Canada 
works and a French-language re- 
gional network, finds its commer- 
cial programs revenue unable to 
meet present CBC financial needs 
and will be forced to raise the an- 
nual $2.50 license fee to Canadian 
radio set-owners to $5. But the 
increased tariff will give the CBC 
around $5,000,000 additional reve- 


nue to continue its standards of 
non-commercial radio in Canada 

This was the hard nub of the 
four-day hearings participated in 
by the CBC and the Canadian 
Assn. of Broadcasters before the 
Royal Commission on Culture 


(headed by Hon. Vincent Massey, 
brother of Raymond Massey), 
which has been appointed by the 
Canadian government to decide 
and solve the problems of radio 
and television in this country. The 
CAB, with a membership of 93 in- 


dependent radio stations across 
Canada, is the CBC’s most per 
sistent sniper and submitted to 


the Massey referee-panel that the 
present license levy on Canadian 
set-owners be henceforth banned 
because this $2.50 charge is an Ir 


ritant tax no less than the pro 
posed $5 annual tariff 
In addition, the CAB took a 


strong stand on the regulatory au-| 


thority which CBC enjoys in keep- 
ing independent Canadian stations 
subordinate to the federal-operated 
radio system. The indies advocat- 
ed the appointment of an entirely 
new regulatory body which would 
not only take this function away 
from the CBC but place the CBC 
itself within this proposed regu- 
lation. Chief beef of the indies is 
that the CBC is more actively en- 
tering the commercial field, that 
the CBC has three networks and 
contemplates a fourth French-lan- 
guage setup; that indies are for- 
bidden by CBC regulations to set 
up private networks or groupings. 

On that latter premise, the CAB 
asked that the CBC take steps to 
allow private enterprise to enter 
Canada’s TV field immediately 
and that TV also be included un- 
der separate regulatory authority; 
and the CAB insisted that the CBC 
stay out of the commercial TV 
field. The CBC, however, would 
prefer to be supported by public 
funds entirely and dispense with 
commercial advertising 
though this greater extension to 
private stations migit undermine 
CBC's tundameniai aim of nation- 
alized ether entertainment. 

Davidson Dunton, CBC chair- 
man, firmly told the Royal Com- 
mission that Canadian writers and 
radio talen’ must not be swamped 
by imported programs; that this 
would b_ prevented by the in- 
creased $5 annual license fee to 
set-owners; that the additional 
$5,000,000 involved would main- 
tain the present Canadian ideology 
and provide for extension of serv- 
ices; and that a national interest 
in radio was paramount. 


READING FAIR TO GET 
SOCK KYW COVERA 


Philadelphia, Sept. 13. 
Sixteen separate broadcasts, in- 
cluding a five-minute nightly sum- 
mary of Fair news, on-the-scene 





interviews of station personalities, | 


a mike’s eye-view of the beauty 
Pageant and special broadcast of 
the running ef four major Grand 
. Circuit narness race futurities, will 
mark the Westinghouse-KYW cov- 
erage of the historic Reading, Pa. 
Fair, which got underway yes- 
terday (12). 

All-out coverage of the exposi- 
tion is in line with KYW’s recent 
promotion of its new antennae sys- 
tem, which brought marked ex- 
tensions in area blanketed. Station 
has gone to Reading to promote 
strong KYW identification as the 
station for complete fair news 
coverage. Snipe signs have been 
placed on 125 of the Fair's 24-sheet 
billboards, and two giant 17-foot 
KYW verticals flank the main in- 
field stage opposite the grand- 
stand. 

The Grand Cireuit futurities will 
be recorded and broadcast at 6:15 
each evening. Under this system, 
horsemen and Fair officials, busy 
during the actual races, get a com- 
plete description of the events. 





+ 
a 


net- | 


revenue, | 


K.C. Stations to Go All 
Out on Big Seven Games 





Kansas City, Sept. 13. | 


| 


| Pigskin season will see Big 
Seven conference games getting 
their most intensive coverage from 
K. C. stations. Four of the five 
city stations are set to cover the 
games, with three already with 
sponsors. Sam Molen, KMBC and 





KFRM. will have General Electric 
underwriting an tl-game schedule; 
Tony Williams, KCMO, 11 games 
for Crown Drug Co., and Vie Peck, 
WDAF. six games for Adams Dairy. | 


BEN LUDLOW 


MUSIC 





Fourth broadcaster, Larry Ray, | Call the Police—CBS 
KCKN, was not offered for com- Scattergood Baines—MBS 
mercial sponsorship until last 





week, but undoubtedly will have a 
backer before the kickoff 

Season kicks off with the Kan- 
sas-Texas Christian game Sept. 17 
at Lawrence, Kans. Some nets are 
also scheduled to pick up this one 
as the season's first. 


Network of High School 
FM Stations Envisioned 
In North Carolina Setup 


Greensboro, N. C., Sept. 13. 





| Nerth Carolina school children 
may some day be aided in their, 
Oar ac S quest for knowledge by supervised 


educational broadcasts sent out 
over a state network of low-power 
FM high school radio stations. 

A state educational network, pos- 
sibly directed by the State Dept. of 
Education, was suggested by D. P. 
Whitley, principal of High Point 
High School. Whitley said he un- 
derstood there has been discussion 
of such a network by state educa- 
tion leaders. 

The first 10-watt FM station for 
educational institutions in the state 
is being installed at the High Point 
high school. Test broadcasts are 
to be held and scheduled broad- 
casts will begin sometime in Sep- 
tember. 


Fineshriber Polic 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 

Mutual's two-day board meeting 
concluded here today ‘Tues.) giving 
Bill Fineshriber, new program 
veepee, full support. Policy is 
considered significant because re- 
ports have been rife that the 
former CBS program exec has been 
very unhappy about the response to 
his ideas from MBS affiliates. It's 
said, for instance, that one query 
sent by Fineshriber to over 500 
MBS outlets brought iess than 150 
replies. Another meeting to dis- 
tuss programs is slated for New 
York in late October. 

MBS toppers discounted reports 
that the web is on the brink of 
folding. In candid talks they told 
VARIETY that longterm commit- 
ments and contracts, if nothing 
else, would keep them in business 
for some time. Beside that, they 
said, they've got enough billings 
coming in to make the operation 
profitable, if overhead is trimmed. 
Which indicates that something of 
a budgetary overhauling may be 
|in the works. 

Ade Hult, veepee in charge of 
the web’s central division, is slated | 
|to get greater responsibilty, ac- | 
,cording to prexy Frank White's 
plan, it was reported. 


Greensboro High School and school 


sidering installation of a 
school station there. Whitley pre- 
dicted high schools in most major 
state cities probably will install 
low-power campus stations soon. 


Interest in high school broadcast- 
ing units has increased in recent 
months because of new low-power 
FM channel assignments for educa- 
tional institutions being granted by 
the FCC. Also spurring school ac- 
tivity is the introduction of a 


transmitter. 


cational advantages could be af- 
forded if carefully-planned broad- 
|easts could be provided the grow- 
,ing number of high schoo! stations. 
Installation of equipment at the 
local school station is virtually 
completed. 





PITT WILL HONOR VET 


_ ANNOUNCER ROWSWELL 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 13. Triple-Medium Sponsor 


| A. K. (Rosy) Rowswell, who has . 
Deal Set in Cleveland 


been broadcasting play-by-play ac- 
counts of Pirate's baseball games 
Cleveland, Sept. 13. 
P. O. C. Beer will sponsor tele- 


| since 1936, will be honored Oct. 1 

at a public testimonial dinner in 

the William Penn hotel. A commit- | vision, AM and FM broadcasts of 

tee of friends has decided to acco- the Cleveland Barons hockey games 

lade the veteran, who is probably | this season, marking the first time 

lone of the most popular figures in a single sponsor has covered the 

the local spotlight. sport simultaneously in all three 
Irwin D. Wolf, department store mediums in this area. 

executive and one of the owners of WEWS will televise the final 

| Station KQV, says Rowswell de- | period of 19 Saturday night games, 

serves the tribute for being “one one Sunday afternoon game, direct 

of the great humanitarians of our from the Arena, first game to 

day and a credit to the com- | televised Oct. 22 against Cincin- 

munity.” nati. Games go on air at 10 p. m. 
Even before turning to baseball, | Sportscasters have not yet been 

Rowswell was one of the veterans | slesemeat 

in the early days of radio, having| Triple-medium sponsorship was 

emceed the Clicquot Club Eski- arranged by Gregory and House for 


mos program with Harry Salter Pilsener Brewing Co., Cleveland. 
over the networks. 














‘Roy McLaughlin to Head 
$2,060,000 Cuffo Plugs | Chicago Radio Mgt. Club 


To Amer. Cancer Society. ee Sam 


Roy McLaughlin, general man- 
American Cancer Society, sur- 


veying radio and television con- 
tribution of time to its 1949 fund 
drive, reports that the industry 
donated more than $2,000,000 
worth of cuffo plugs. Walter King 
is ACS radio-TV director. 

A total of 1,059 local AM sta- 
tions used material ranging from 
20-second spots to 30-minute pro- 
grams for a dollar value of $1,137.- 
152 (computed on a B-Time card 
rate). Nefwork broadcasts added 
$667,600 in cuffo time and national 
, Spot advertisers kicked in with an- 

i nouncements estimated at $107,400. 


the next prexy of the Chicago Ra- 
dio Management Club, which re- 
sumes activity tomorrow (14). He'll 
succeed Bill McGuineas, WGN 
commercial manager. Other offi- 
cers slated to take over are Frank 
Reed, Hill Blackett agency: John 
Blair, John Blair station rep; Jane 
McKendry, Needham, Louis & 
Brorby agency; and Jane Daly, 
Farle Ludgin agency. 

Trustees lined up for two-year 
terms are John Cory, Free & Pet- 


man, WLS, 


A similar station is planned for | 


officials in Winston-Salem are con- | 
high | 


newly-designed 10-watt educational | 


Whitley said he felt distinct edu- | 


ager of WENR, is slated to become | 


ers station rep; and Charles Free- | 





From the Production Centres | 


++ 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


ABC’s Harry Wismer honored with Helms Athletic Foundation award 
_.. Bill Materne, ex-MBS, has joined ABC sales staff... Ira Marion, 
ABC scripter, father of a son, Kenneth Philip .. Entire October issue 
|of Radio Mirror turned over to CBS shows, first time mag has given 
| exclusive coverage to one network....Lucille Small, WWRL gabber, 
married to Herbert Alter. Formal ceremony to be held at Pierre Sept. 

18....WJZ baritone Johnny Thompson inked by Columbia Records 
Hot Lips Page, now at Jimmy Ryan’s nitery, doing a series for U. S. 
Treasury on Mutual Michael Young has started a film critique show 
on WMCA Pat Bolton, ex-WWRL, has joined George Hollingsberry 
Co. Russ Hodges picked to do the Richfield grid roundup on ABC 
James A. Miller, inventor of “Millertape” recording, named re- 
search-engineering director of Lang-Worth Feature Programs ABC's 
Henry J. Taylor back from three-month, round-the-globe junket 
Leads named for “Sherlock Holmes” (ABC) are Ben Wright, as Holmes, 
and Eric Snowdon, as Dr. Watson Maxine Keith coordinator of 
\“Tonight on Broadway,” debuting on video Oct. 2 Peter Donald's 
' daytime three-a-week “Talk Your Way Out of It,” to become a film 
| short series Karl Weber, Alice Goodkin, Anita Anton and Ralph 
| Bell added to the cast of “Lora Lawton” John McGovern is new 

“Backstage Wife” player Grant Richards, Bess Johnson, Guy Sorel, 
| Laaren Gilbert and Joan Alexander added to “Just Plain Bill” cast 
| Audrey Egan, Daniel Ocko, Chuck Webster, Murray Forbes new to 
|“Front Page Farrell”....Ray Jéhnson joins “Stella Dallas” cast. 

j 


Albert G. Miller planed to the Coast to work on TV scripts of “Life 
of Riley.” Musicomedy, “Little Boy Blue,” for which Miller wrote book 
and lyrics, being considered by pic studios Natalie Reiff, ex-MBS 
staffer, and Jay Weston, mag writer, join Yolen, Ross & Salzman flack- 
ery CBS program’ veepee Hubbell Robinson, Jr., reminisces about 
20 years of radio in September issue of Theatre Arts ABC exec 
veepee Bob Kintner has left for opening ceremonies of KECA-TV, 
L. A., and visits to web affiliates. accompanied by net flack Earl Mullen 

Ralph Cooper, who started the “Harlem Amateur Hour” on WMCA, 
back on the indie with a daily disk show from midnight.-to 2.2m. 
Bucky Kozlow’s “Night Watch” now aired 11-12 p.m. Galen Drake 
returns to WCBS’ “Housewives Protective League” Oct. 3, after ex- 
tended vacation (during which he lost 45 pounds) “Wishbone Party,” 
new Lester L. Wolff giveaway, to bow on WINS Oct. 1 Ziv's “Meet 
the Menjous” plattered series picked up by 19 outlets in first week on 
sale Mel Goodman, Compton's assistant casting director, in Toronto 
for a short stay to record P & G commercials Robert Patt, WCBS 
sales promotion topper, vacationing in Poconos Sylvan Taplinger 
appointed AM-TYV talent buyer for Kenyon & Eckhardt, replacing Ben 
Bodec, who has resigned Mannie Eisner in from Cleveland (WGAR) 
for his annuai iook-see. 

John Sinn, Fred W. Ziv topper, planed to Coast on biz Thursday 
night (8) Bob O’Donnel, Variety Clubs International grand barker, 
imported his cousin, Maggi McNellis, for shindig at Shamrock hotel, 
| Houston, last weekend. 

ABC shifting director Charles Powers back from TV to AM Ted 
, Brown to announce new Joe DiMaggio show preeming on CBS Saturday 





(17).... Leu Cowan and Jack Barry, “Juvenile Jury” emcee, mourning 
death of their mothers N. Fletcher Turner, Jr., added to WQXR 
sales staff....WOR’s Heidy Mayer returns today from summer in Israel 


Florence Halop, who played in “Bobby Benson” as a juvenile over 
a decade ago, to rejoin the MBS kid strip. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


| Fred Allen and the missus hove into town to preside as godparents 
‘of the James Mason baby. She wa® named Portland....Jack Douglas 
and Charlie Isaacs have complimented Dick McKnight and Ray Allen 
on the writing batter: of Jerry Lewis and Dean Martin show, which is 
muted for two weeks wiily «‘ange of time is made from Tuesday to 
Friday... . Bill Goodwin 4... zeen set by CBS for the Burns and Allen 
show....Terry Hayward, former producer, is now developing TV shows 
for Don Sharpe and also handling his clients for radio... . Riley Jackson 
'is heading up the Hollywood office of Cecil & Presbrey to look after 
|Burns and Allen, Ed Wynn and “Queen For a Day,” which loses its 
‘Philip Morris underwriting shortly... George Rosenberg and Baron 
Polan have split up as partners, with “Resie” retaining his stable of 
top writers and the baron taking over the nitery acts....Vera Vague 
_has been re-signed by Jimmy Durante and she also gets a new format 
_for her ABC series, now being worked out by Bud Barry and his aides 
|.... ABC's Frank Samuels gave iiis son in marriage last week Paul 
|Gumbinner of the agency of that name around for Joan Davis takeoff 
_for Roi Tan cheroots... George Allen, western program director for 
| CBS, took two lads, Dele Harper and Bill Nelson, out of the transcrip- 
tion department and made them assistant directors. ... Frank Fox and 
Bill Davenport dissolved as a writing team, with Davenport remaining 
/on the Ozzie and Harriet writing staff and Fox talking a producer deal 
_at CBS....Milk company bought “Boston Blackie” for eight CBS Coast 
Stations.... Jesse Butcher, who recently left KMPC where he was as- 
sistant manager, joined Irwin-McHugh ad agency in Bevhills Nor- 
man Ostby named sales service manager of Don Lee network. He was 
onetime assistant to Don Searle at ABC....Warde Donovan, musicom- 
_edy singer, will raise his voice five days a week on Don Lee’s “Ladies 
| First”.... Al Pearce is now marketing a pitiess prune....Tom McAvity 
_will produce “The Hardy Family” for the Metro transcription series. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Northerners on WGN celebrated 18 years of airing last night (13) 
_with warbler June Browne in leading solos ...Ed Scott to announce 
| WBBM’s new show, “Fun With Johnny,” instead of John McCormick, 
as previously announced... Allen Prescott subbing for Don McNeill on 
| ABC's “Breakfast Club” Sept. 19-23... Sun-Times columnist Irv Kup- 
_cinet was brought in to do color at WIND’s broadcast of Bears-Giants 
charity tussle Saturday (10)... Bob Wamboldt, NBC producer, switch- 
| ing to New York offices to work on Eddie Albert show. ... Jim Wimmer 
set to narrate “Seven Last Words of Christ” on WOAK last night (13) 
in response to request for repeat airing. ...Dave Manners, WAPX pro- 
gram director, up from Montgomery, Ala., for biz trip....Singer Fran 
Warren made guest shot on Dave Garroway show between stints at 
Chez Paree... Jameson Brinkmeyer conducting new giveaway show on 
WMOR. ... Quiz Kids to originate shows from other cities, featuring 
quiz winners from Cincinnati, Washington and New York this fall 


Don Brinkley, assistant program director of WBBM, hospitalized at 
Aurora for serious asthma. 


Trib radio editor Larry Wolters hitting 20 years of columning with 
a wisiful, backward view of Chi radio.... Frank Nahser agency to han- 
dle advertising for John Meck, radio manufacturer... Bill Wunder, 
who debuted in Chi Theatre of Air, signed by N. Y. City Opera 
Harry Campbell subbing for Paul Gibson, while latter is on honeymoon 
|... (Weiss & Geller agency picked by College Inn Products for cam- 
paign. Radio will be used....Twe-Ton Baker, WGN pianist, to make 
personal appearance in Hannibal, Mo.. today (14)....WBBM engineer 
John Fuller under observation for undisclosed ailment in Elmhurs' 
hospital. ... Arnold Johnson, NBC sales service manager, in Gotham on 
business....WBBM returning the transcribed “Professor Quiz” series, 
starting Sept. 30 after a three-month hiatus ...Veepee I. J. Wagner 





| bowing out of Olian agency to set up his own ad outfit. 
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FCCU’S SETBACK ON GIVEAWAYS 


FCC Wins Court Victory on Lansing 
Grant; WKRC (Cincy) Gets Spanked PRANTEN IN CH] 


Washington, Sept. 


The FCC scored a resounding vic- | 


tory in the U. S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia last 
week, with the agency being upheld 
for being “eminently fair and dili- 
gently conscientious in carrying 
out the duties required of it.” 

In an opinion by Judge Bennett 
Clark on an appeal by WKRC in 
Cincinnati to the Commission’: 
grant of a 1 kw station on 550 ke 
to WJIM in Lansing, Mich., the 
court unanimously held that the 
agency's preference for additional 
radio service in Lansing to higher 
power for WKRC was a correct 
solution of the problem. The appli- 
cation of WKRC to step up its 
power from 1 kw to 5 kw on 550 ke 
was consolidated for hearing with 
an application by WJIM to shift 
from 1240 ke with 250 kw power to 
550 ke with 1 kw. 

The Court found the Commission 
determination that it was more im- 
portant to serve 5,000 persons in 
the Lansing area who were without 
any primary breadcast service dur- 
ing the daytime than to provide 
greater coverage in 
where five fulltime stations, in- 
cluding two clear channel outlets, 
are in operation to be “irresistible.” 
It further supported the language 
of the Commission decision in the 
case which favored “the more acute 
meed of a smaller but substantial 
number of persons” in Lansing. 

The court also spanked WKRC 
for seizing on a suggestion by FCC 
that WKRC might file another ap- 
plication to improve its facilities 
This suggestion, the opinion held, 
carried no obligation on the part 
of the Commission and did not 
alter the status of WKRC 

“WKRC is thus in the ridiculots 
position of strenuously complaining 
about an... action of the Com- 
mission which was obviously de- 
signed to help it,” the court said. 





First Four Montgomery 


Shows to Be Disked In 
London for ABC Airing 


London, Sept. 13. 

First of a new series of com- 
mercial broadcasts by Robert 
Montgomery, sponsored by Lee 
Hats, was waxed in London last 
Friday (9) at the studios of the 
British Broadcasting Corp., was 
immediately flown to America, 
and goes on the air Thursday (15) 
over the ABC network. 

Because of film commitments in 
Britain, at least the initial four 
recordings in the series will be 
cut in London and shipped to the 
States. This method has_ been 
chosen in preference to direct 
shortwave transmission. 

Marking a new departure for 
the Metro star, Montgomery has 
chosen for his first subject the 
current Washington dollar talks. 
He'll give his impressions as a 
Yank in England, which have been 
gained partly from a study of the 
press and partly from conversa- 
tions and discussions with varying 
types of British people. 

As the new series will be for- 


(Continued on page 32) 


WOAI’s ‘TV and You’ 


San Antonio, Sept. 13. 

In order to prepare the public 
for the advent of WOAI-TV, the 
Southwest's first television outlet, 
WOAI will inaugurate a weekly 
Series of informative radio broad- 
casts titled “Television and You,” 
to be heard for a quarter hour 
each Sunday. 

Series is designed to give pro- 
Spective televiewers accurate first 
hand .information about video 
Listeners will be invited to send 
in questions to be answered on the 
airings. 

Appearing on the opening broad- 
Cast will be Hugh A. L. Halff, prez 
and general manager of WOAI-TV; 

harles L. Jeffers, director of en- 
Sineering; J. R. Duncan, director 

television programming. and 
Garry L. Roper, prez of the Ap- 
Pliance Association of San Antonio. 





Cincinnati | 





Neiman-Marcus Air Coin 


Dailas, Sept. 13 

Neiman-Marcus, one of the larg- 
est women’s stores in the south, 
is plunging into radio advertising 
via a series of shows on KIXL, 
Dallas, beginning Sept. 27. Store 
is bankrolling a half-hour Satur- 
day morning airer, “Quarterback 
Club Report,” for a 13-week pe- 
riod. 

Lee Segall, KIXL operator, 
made the deai for the staticn which 
also handles several other large 
southern department stores. 


Protest to FCC 





— On Order Closing 


Arizona Airer 


Washington, Sept. 13. 


“People simply do not walk 
away from assets worth $20,000 
... This is unbelievable.” So the 


FCC was told last week in a pro- 
test against an order directing 
KWRZ in Flagstaff, Ariz., to cease 
operations Oct. 15 on the ground 
the owners abandoned the opera- 
tion. Commission action was taken 
a month ago upon receipt of a 
letter from Agnes McGillvra, a 
prospective co-producer, that she 
had taken over policy responsibili- 
ties of the station and was financ- 
ing its operation, although applica- 
tion for transfer of the license has 
not yet been submitted. FCC had 
originally set a Sept. 15 deadline 
for the station to get off the air, 
but then postponed it to Oct. 15. 

In a petition filed by Norman 
Jorgensen, of the firm of Court- 
ney, Krieger & Jorgensen, Wash- 
ington counsel, KWRZ intimated 
the Commission took a lot for 
granted in accepting the McGillvra 
letter at face value. Actually, the 
station said, it has been unable 
to file for transfer because of 
“dilatory” conduct of Miss Mce- 
Gillvra and Selwyn Kirby, who 
were to take over. The sales agree- 
ment, subject to FCC approval, 
was filed with the Commission. 

The fact that the licensees of 

(Continued on page 32: 





WOV, N. Y., Adding 3 
Italo Evening Hours 


Pointing up growing importance 
of foreign language operations in 


the New York market, WOV is 
adding three additional evening 
hours weekly in Italian. Indie is 


airing its Italian shows until 7 p. m. 
daily, instead of 6:30. Move means 
dropping of Bil! Williams as a reg- 
ular disk jockey, although he'll 
take on occasional assignments for 
the station. 

Starting Monday (19) WOV will 
air “Pasquale C.O.D.,.” a cross-the- 
board strip sponsored by J. Ossola 


& Co.. food distributors at 6:45 
p. m. Dramatic series is unusual 
in that it combines both English 


and simple Italian which is famil- 
iar to second and third generation 
Italo-Americans. Because of its 
broader appeal, “Pasquale” will be 
promoted in English - language 
dailies and syndicated to othet 
Italian stations in the Foreign 
Language Quality Network. 

Arnold Hartley, WOV program 
direetor, is prepping a_ special 
packaged edition of “Pasquale” 
completely in English which will 
be offered to networks and agen- 
cies. His feeling is that the Eng- 
lish version, which should have 
big production values, has good 
commercia! possibilities. It will 
be showcased on WOV. 

Revised WOV sked will have 
Fred Robbins’ disk show aired at 
from 7-9 p. m. and from 11-12 
p. m. The stanza is being pro- 
moted with the slogan “7 Come 11, 
Your Lucky Numbers for Good 
Listening.” 





i 





INJUNCTION I$ [FCC's Poser on WHAS (L ville) 
Sale: Where Does Duopoly Begin? 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 
Chicago federal district court 
Judge Michael L. Igoe today (Tues.) 
granted a temporary injunction | 
against the FCC ban on siveaway 
shows in a move that slowed to a 
walk the nationwide scare of net- | 
works and local stations r 
Radio Features, which packages 
“Tello-Test” and “Tune Test” for 
U. S. and Canadian stations, won a | 
temporary restraining order that | 
halted all FCC application and 
adoption of its rules against lottery- | 
type shows until Oct. 7. At that | 


| 


| time, a three-judge court will! air | 


|of a 


the entire industry scrap on that 
type of program 

Igoe’s action came on the heels 
hectic two-day court session, 
centering around the judge's efforts 
to extract from FCC attorneys an 


admission that he had the power 
to grant the injunction. Move 
means that, despite whatever ac- 


tions are being filed in other areas 
by networks, stations and affiliated | 
radio interests, no penalizing or | 
restraining action can be taken by 
the FCC against giveaways until 
the question of an interlocutory or | 
semi-permanent injunction can be 
decided upon by the three-judge 
court meeting here 

RF pleaded hardship in asking 
for the jnjunction, submitting af- 
fidavits from station clients who 
had served notice of cancellation 
because of the FCC announcement, 
which was to have taken effect 
Oct. 1. Walt Schwimmer, RF prez, 
declared that “it was a great vic- 
tory for the entire radio industry 
against the FCC's encroachment on 
radio programming.” 

Schwimmer said in all likelihood 
he would invite the nets and other 
radio interests to join him in the 
Oct. 7 action to test the legality of 
the FCC rules. It is felt here that 
whatever decision is handed down 
by the special court, it will settle 
the question of giveaways one way 
or the other, as well as bring to a 
halt alleged FCC attempts to dic- 
tate what the radio industry re- 
gards as “flagrant attempts to in- 
vade programming on a wholesale 
basis.” 

Opinion is also circulating here 
to the effect that the FCC had sent 
its fourth team into the Chi legal 
scrap, which act seemed peculiar 
in view of the longstanding FCC 
attitude against giveaways in any 
form. Despite Igoe’s granting of 
the injunction to RF, Government - 
counsel attempted to reopen the 
discussion on the broadness of 
Igoe’s ruling with a view to making 
the decision applicable only to the 
case at hand. Igoe stuck by his 
statement “to air the whole pack- 
age of FCC rules” regarding give- 
aways at the Oct. 7 hearing, “re- 
gardless of whatever actions on the 
same issue were pending else- 
where.” 

Earlier Government counsel had 
argued that any judgement handed 
down today be applied “only 
against application of the FCC 
ruling and not against the Com- 
mission’s thinking on giveaways.” 


Pacific Northwest Civic 
Leaders Aiding KOMO In 
Public Service Airings 


Seattle, Sept. 13 

Business leaders, labor leaders 
and educators of the Pacific North- 
west are speaking out on their 
plans for the future and their faith 
in the region in a series of tran- 
scribed public service announce- 
ments over KOMO, NBC outlet 
here. 

The campaign, running approxi- 
mately two weeks, with four 
individual announcements each 
day, is presented by KOMO as a 
public service, with the local lead- 
ers identifying themselves and giv- 
ing their reasons for optimism, in- 
cluding plans of various business- 
es for construction, expansion, etc 
Idea was dreamed up by Richard 
Green, national sales manager for 
KOMO, 








Meeting Its Match 
Chicago, Sept. 13 

WGN-Mutual’s “Meet Your 
Match” show, a mystery char- 
acter giveaway, met its match 
here last week (8) when John- 
ny Erp won a healthy jackpot 
by identifying “Bugs Bunny” 
for the showdown quiz. 

Emcee Tom Moore, who 
picks contestants by occupa- 
tions, really spread himself 
when he asked for a person 
connected with radio. Erp is 
news editor for NBC. 


$3,000,000 Bid 








| Corp. 
| cause 


|ownership within a 
| than 


For Yankee Web | 


—TV a Stymie 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 

Flat offer of $3,000,000 for radio 
facilities of Yankee network, plus 
a “Sky High’ offer for TV facilities 
of chain reportedly was made by a 
group of Los Angeles, Washington, 
and Chicago financiers to the 
O'Neil family, which owns Yankee 

Deal is reported stymied by 
O'Neil’s refusal to okay outright 
purchase of TV end and refusal of 
buyers to accept anything short of 
that. They have turned down an 
O'Neil offer to lease tele facilities, 
preferring to chuck whole deal if 
radio alone is involved. 

It was learned by VARIETY names 
of interested buyers are: David 
Golden, J. Manning Post and J. 
Reid, all Coast financiers, and Mau- 
rice Weinzelbaum, Chi attorney. 
All four have been involved in film 
and theatre financing, and are re- 
ported red hot to get into video. 

Biggest money behind dickering, 
however, comes from several un- 
named Washington parties, who 
have been remaining completely 
behind the scenes during maneu- 
vering. Action is expected to break 
shortly on Yankee one way or the 
other, with O'Neils either turning 
down offer completely or else sell- 
ing the whole radio-TV setup. 

Tom O'Neil Yankee veepee, in 
Chicago for Mutual board of direc- 
tors meeting this week, disclaimed 
any knowledge of any buying of- 
fers, saying that he hadn't heard of 
any definite bids in “seven years.” 


Fadiman Extended As 
Thomas Pinchhitter 


Clifton Fadiman, who started 
subbing for CBS’ Lowell Thomas 
last week, has been signed to con- 
tinue his pinchhitting for the news- 
caster through Sept. 19. Fadiman 
was picked for the assignment, his 
first venture into the newscasting 
field, following a one-time shot for 
Thomas last month. Thomas is on 
a trip through the far east. 


Fadiman will also resume as 
emcee on CBS’ “This Is Broadway” 
when the TV show starts ufider 
Crosley sponsorship Sunday, Oct. 
2. “Broadway” is taking a three- 
week breather before it goes on as 
a commercial. AM plans for the 
airer are indefinite. 





ee 


Morse Whodunit to MBS 


Carlton hk. Morse has signed a 
five-year deal with Mutual to air 


his “I Love a Mystery” strip 
cross-the-board at 7:45 p.m., start- 
ing Oct. 3. Show, which was 
launched on NBC in 1939, has 


been off the air for five years. 


Morse, who also does “One 
Man's Family” on NBC and 
“Mixed Doubles” on NBC-TV, will 
write, produce and direct the who 
dunit. He came east to launch a 
televersion of “Family.” 


| recommendation that 


Washington, Sept. 13. 

The FCC was faced with a tough 
| question last week: how broadly 
|}should it interpret ms multiple 
ownership rules? 

Confronted with an examiner's 
the sale of 
WHAS and its FM and TV auxili- 
aries in Louisville to the Crosley 
should not be allowed be- 
of overlapping coverage 
with WLW in Cincinnati, the Com- 
mission heard arguments that the 
rules were meant to apply to dual 
city rather 
a wide area. 

Duke Patrick, counsel for Cros- 
ley, and Neville Miller, counsel 
for WHAS, contended that Leo 
Resnick, examiner, erred in find- 
ing that the duopoly regulation 
ruies out the WHAS-Crosley deal. 
The attorneys admitted there is 
substantial overlap between the 
service areas covered by the two 
stations but claimed this is not 
the determining factor. Program- 
ming of WHAS and WLW, they 
argued, serves separate audiences. 

The attorneys also took issue 
with the examiner for giving only 


passing attention to a _ decision 
which allowed higher power for 
WGAR, Cleveland. They pointed 


out that WGAR and WJR, Detroit, 
both owned by G. A. Richards, 
are not only as close together as 
WHAS and WLW but that the 
Richards outlets are both affiliat- 
ed with CBS while WHAS and 
WLW have different network af- 
filiations. 

The attorneys also 
the Bingham family, which owns 
the Louisville Courier Journal and 
WHAS, should be allowed to get 
out of radio if it desires. If a com- 
pany is not permitted to sell, they 


argued that 


asserted, future risk capital for. 
radio will be discouraged. 
Miller told the Commission 


WHAS-TV would be completed in 
about six months. Equipment cost- 
ing between $200,000 and $300,000, 


he said, has been ordered. (‘The 
Commission last week granted 
WHAS an extension to Oct. 1 to 


complete the TV station.) 

It is expected that the Commis- 
sion will issue its final decision 
on the transfer before the sales 
contract expires on Sept. 26. 


St. Louis Puts on A 
‘Radio Appreciation Day’ 
For Cards’ Air Sponsor 


St. Louis, Sept. 13. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan staged a “Ra- 
dio Appreciation Day” at Sports- 
man's Park last week for its cli- 
ent, the Griesedieck Bros. Brew- 
ing Co., bankrollers of all games 
of the Cardinals over a 60 sta- 
tion eight-state web and a “Queen” 
was chosen by a committee includ- 
ing managers of St. Louis film ex- 
changes, artists, etc. The winning 
femme, Miss Virginia Teaff, 
Springfield, Mo., was one of 32 
gals, representing a radio station. 
She represented station KTTS- 
FM. 

She received a check ‘sum un- 
disclosed) from the suds maker, 
a promise of two ducats to the 
world series games should the 
Cards cop the flag and along with 
the others a wrist watch. Two run- 
nersup were Miss Shirley Anne 
Brownfield, station KDRO, Sedalia, 
Mo., and Miss Wanda Dobbs, sta- 
tion WNBS, Murray, Ky 

Harry Caray, who does the play- 
by-play of all games of the Na- 
tional League entry received an 
award from the Sporting News as 
the No. 1 National League b.b. gab- 
ber and President Fred Saigh of 
the ball club presented Caray and 
Gabby Street, teamed with Caray, 
each with a diamond ring _The 
event had been ballied by Caray 
and the other stations for several 
weeks and a mob of more than 
30.000 was on hand for a double- 
header which the Cards and Reds 





\ split. . 
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Raytheon ‘Stall’ Causes Plea to FCC 


To Tighten Up on Bldg. Permittees 


Washington, Sept. 13. * 


The FCC was asked last week 
by its legal division to tighten up 
on policies which permit sitting on 
television frequencies until pres- 


sure is put on permittees to get. 


busy on construction. 

At oral arguments on a pro- 
posed decision to grant an exten- 
sion to Raytheon Mfg. Co for 
completing its station (WRTB) in 





Providence’s First Com’! 
Jinxed by Bad Generator 


Providence, Sept. 13. 
First local commercial series on 
WJAR-TV, two-month-old station, 
preemed Sunday (11), but was 
jinxed for the first few minutes by 
a’ generator failure that caused a 
flickering picture 


KINE AUDITION FOR 


WIMAN’S ‘LITTLE SHOW’ 


Dwight Deere Wiman’s “Little 
Show” will receive its first kine- 
scope audition for its upcoming 


-CBS-TY slotting Sunday (18). Un- | 
_der plans to use at least one song 


or sketch from the series of shows 
which ran on Broadway under that 
title, the preem will feature “You 


Weaver's Three-Way Maneuver Stirs 
Interest; Accent on Saturday Night 


+ White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13. 
Sylvester (Par) Weaver's three- 
| way maneuver to inject a new ele- 
‘ment into video programming and 
,entice a new segment of bank- 
|rollers into the medium, as his 





Strotz Joins Muntz, 
Shifts from Wilding 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 





Forgot Your Gloves,” hit tune from 

the “Third Little Show.” 
In addition, two new songs will 

be showcased. Carol Bruce will in- | 


troduce “A Woman If She Loves | J nits a month and 


| pee of Wilding Pictures Corp. af- 
'ter five years to join Muntz TV in 
charge of west coast development. 


is geared to 


Muntz is now turning out 5,000 | 


Harold Strotz resigned as vee-| frst major contribution as NBC's 


|new TV chief, aroused consider- 


|able enthusiasm among delegates 


| to the network convention here. 
Weaver outlined in detailed the 


P : , Tou.” cleffe n i ‘ rogramming pattern being 
Boston, John E. McCoy, chief of Program. “You Can Dance,” , You,’ cleffed by John Bac wit] | double that outpui before end of ae ote with principal accent on 
the TV branch of the law bureau, stars Joe and Libby Champagne, ——. a = aaa owen |the year. Strotz is a brother of the Saturday night three-hour (8 
urged that, however the Commis-|°“ ”,° ze ~—eeme tn | GO erman upfeld's st, lee sad head and : - 
a. decides the case, a better hall — ne aod row a “June, Moon, Spoon.” Other mate- the NBC western division hea to 11) formula designed to show 
: ; vallroom danc the - , 


basis for passing on extensions be 
provided. He charged that Ray- 
theon stalled on construction until 
{ts third application for extension 


work of a musical show. “Dance” 
is sponsored by Bette Rand, local 
specialty shop, and produced by 
Telegraph Films, Inc. Agency is 





onetime NBC tele topper. 


Good TV Scripters 


rial will be penned by James Car- 
hart, Nicky Winters, George Axel- 
rod and Larry Storch. In addition 
to Storch, Miss Bruce and Miss 





viewers how America spends that 
night. The three-hour interwoven 
format will be flexible to embrace 
all conceivable types of programs, 


i a a i i ; ‘ial events 
was designated for hearing. The) ,. : Stritch, the permanent cast in including sports, specia ‘ 
case, he said, demonstrates the Ben Kaplan. | clues Virginia Gorski, Don Liberto, | theatre, films, night clubs, ete. 
futility of the present procedures. Darl Reiner and Cynthia Corley. ° ° | The whole thing will be tailored 
Raytheon has an _ application Seven-girl line will be used. a vestion ' for video production, with the 180 


pending to transfer its permit to 
CBS. 


The firm's counsel, Charles | 


Troubled Oil On 


B. Rugg of Boston, told the Com- | 


mission the station has been on 
the air for six weeks under special 


authority for testing purposes and | 


is ready to start regular operations 
as soon as it receives the green- 
light. 
decision be made fina! in the in 
terest of providing the Boston area 
with a second video station. Other- 


He urged that the proposed | 


Cleve. Grid Waters 


Cleveland, Sept. 13 
Pro football fans are blowing 
their tops here against the National 
Professional Football league which 
refused to allow WEWS to pick up 





Assignment of a time slot and 
the starting date will await the : 
outcome of the test audition. Tom| Whether experienced 
Sussan as director and Lee Sher-| vision dramatic scripts is still a 
man staging the dances and musi-|stickler. Worthington Miner, pro- 
cal numbers. |ducer of CBS-TV’s “Studio One,” 
declared this week that he has had 
no luck in getting original video 


Pitt’s WDTV to Program | scripts good enough for adaptation. 





|Other producers disagree, claim- 


radio} 
Weatherly is producing, with Herb |writers can turn out good tele- | 


minutes to be sold to 12 participat- 
'ing sponsors, each getting five 
plugs of varying lengths, including 
long-selling visual-talk commer- 
cials, a “montage of plugs” at the 
opening, and all 12 products pene- 
trating the three hours of pro- 
gramming. 

The other two program patterns 
are also being designed for par- 
ticipating sponsorship, one being a 


Filmed Steeler Games 


|ing that because TV can now af- daily half-hour strip featuring six 


wise, he indicated, it will take a/its televised grid games sponsored | |ford to pay enough, it is luring NBC comics. It will be offered to 
long time before additional tele-| by Sun Oil Co. over the ABC chain. | Af Pl competent writers who can turn | ci, olients. each paying for a five- 
vision service is authorized for the Although oil company is report- | Four Days ter ay out a good shooting script with | inute rate, with one-minute com- 


city. 


ed to have wanted Cleveland on its 


Pittsburgh, Sept.. 13. 


little trouble. mercial inserts for each. Third 


At the outset of the hearing, | pigskin network, which requested th | Miner asserted flatly that he has program will be a late night (11 
McCoy took issue with Examiner | local station on Aug. 17 to clear| Pro football games of Pittsburgh found some of the best radio to 12) strip of an ad lib quality de- 
Leo Resnick’s proposed decision| time for the telecast of 15 autumn | Steelers will be seen here on writers have not learned yet how 


He said the examiner 
first 


in the case 
devoted his 


games, the National League vetoed 


WDTV, the DuMont television sta- 


signed for 12 participating spon- 


to write for TV. sors. 


‘Studio One” 





eight pages to/all plans. Notification of cancel- | ,. gps ors 'e eingle Carries no fixed budget for stories, 
showing why the oatiestan should fation came Sept. 1, James C. Han- tion and hes present won s ane so Miner declined to state how 
be denied, then proposed to grant |rahan, WEWS general manager, | channel, but they will be on film, much he couid pay for a good N y kA R ° ed 
it. He added that Boston's need | announced. and four days after the game has original. That would depend, he ew or rea ecelv 
of television service should not be Since the league has no team in| been played. Pix are to be of Sun- said, on the show itself, since a . Vid « 
a basis for granting an extension. | (he Cleveland video area, unex- | day clashes for telecasting the fol- Play calling for only two char- Third of All 1ae0 ets 

McCoy questioned Raytheon’s| pected ban puzzled fans but not lowing Thursday night at 10. acters would obviously leave more > ‘ 

explanation that loss of govern-' grid insiders. Latter claim NPFL’s Mail Pouch tobacco will foot the ™oney for the scripts. But, Miner Shipped in Postwar Era 
ment contracts following the end action is an attempt to jure Ar- | bill, with Joe Tucker handling the said, with the situation as it exists, 
of the war affected its financial thur B. (Mickey) McBride’s Cleve-| play by play and Bob Prince the he will rely mainly on adapting Washington, Sept. 13. 
ability to go ahead with the sta- land Browns pro football team | color and commercials. One of the ther material for his series.  —E_| The New York area (including 
tion. Anyway, he argued, an ap-| away from the rival all-America | coaches, either Johnny Michelson| _ Those who disagree with him Newark) has received a third of 
plicant claiming financial qualifi- Conference next year, although of the Steelers or pilot of the op- claim a competent writer in any all television sets shipped out 
cations to start a television station | National's officials have denied | posing team, is to follow the film-|™edium can do a good video script since postwar production resumed, 
should not be allowed to come in this report. It is known that NPFL after they see only a few shows, 


later and say he is financially un- 
able to proceed. (Raytheon’s ap- 
plication last November to trans 
fer to CBS was on the ground it 


did make a bid for the Browns’ 
membership before the start of the 
present season and that 
discuss a possible “world series” 


it won't | 


ing of the game with an explana- 
tion of the success or failure of 
plays. P 


Atlantic Refining Co. and Chev- 


according to a report issued over 
the weekend by the Radio Manu- 
facturers Assn. During the first 
half of 1949 the area got 28° of 


enough to realize TV's limitations. 
They must understand, for exam- 
ple, that they can’t work a flash- 
back with the same character in 


. rolet, co - sponsoring the radio ,,. , ; all shipments. RMA accounts for 
could not then afford to put out | between champions of two leagues. | proadcasts of the Steelers, also ry rr > yA wy — nearly 90% of industry output. 
=> Gap cyEES) Under the deal the National | handled by Tucker and Prince, |2¢“{ferent ages. But with a good | | a shi ts from RMA 

Intoxicated’ By Expansion po aa eames will + , a banned TV in their contract but worth $500-$750 to the writer on factories since Jan. 1, 1947, o 


As to Raytheon’'s further conten- 
tion that it needed a relay link 
between New York and Boston 
to go ahead with the station, Mc- 
Coy argued that if such a reason 
would be acceptable to the Com- 
mission other requests for exten- 
sions would be made on that basis. 


As a resul’, he said, there would | 
be no television networks “as A. T. 


(Continued on page 39) 


Remington Files 1006 
Suit Vs. ‘Meet the Press’ 


In Commie Accusation 


A $100,000 damage suit has been 
filed in New York federal court 
against Lawrence E. Spivak, Mar- 





tha Rountree and Press Produc- | 


tion, Inc., packager of NBC-TV’s 
“Meet the Press.” 
ard G. Green for William W. Rem- 
ington, Gavernment economist, the 
complaint charges that the Sept. 
12, 1948, broadcast of “Press” 
caused Remington great misery and 
hurt his Government position. Pro- 
gram is the one on which Elizabeth 
Bentley repeated accusations made 
during a Congressional investiga- 


tion to the effect that she had been | 


a member of the Communist party 
and had approached Remington 
and obtained confidential informa- 
tion from him.. 

Remington alleges that in his ca- 
pacity as a Government employee 
from 1940-48 he was required and 
did take the oath that he did not 


Filed by Rich- | 


only to Ohio stations in Toledo, 
| Dayton, Cincinnati and Columbus, 
| bypassing WEWS, as a result of 
the muddled situation. 


Okla. Gas, Ford. Teaming 





Up With WKY-TV On 
Live, Film Football Series 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 13. 

| WKY-TV, Oklahoma City, the 
| Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co., and 
, the Ford Dealers Assn. are team- 
ing up to bring Oklahoma grid fans 
a double-barreled football tele- 
vision show this autumn. 
tracts have been signed with O. G. 
& E. as sponsor for telecasting live 
| the five home games to be played 
this season at Norman by the U. 
|of Oklahoma Sooners, Big Seven 
conference winners last year. The 
_Ford Dealers are sponsoring tele- 
‘casts of the film versions of both 
| the home games and the five tiits 
| the Sooners will play on the road. 

WKY-TYV will use its new $90,000 
mobile television studio to remote 
telecast the home games from 


Oklahoma City. 


The film versions will be pre- 
sented each Monday night follow- 
ing the weekend clashes. Coach 
Bud Wilkinson or one of his as- 
sistants will do the commentary 
,for the Monday night television 
quarterback sessions. Play by play 
commentary for the five homegaine 


Con- | 


gave Walker and Downing adver- 
tising agency a waiver on this ban, 
conditional on telecasts coming 
|after the game. Live telecasts of 
two out-of-town games offered by 
by ABC were also turned down by 
the radio sponsors. 

Approval of plan to film, then 
later telecast pro games, was given 
by Commissioner Bert Bell of the 
National Professional Football 
League. 





i 


| STANDARD OIL ON ALL 4 


CHI OUTLETS; PACTS NLU. 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 

Standard Oil of Indiana _ will 
bankroll six Northwestern’ U. 
games this fall, with WGN-TV 
carrying four and WBKB getting 
two. Move gives Standard TV cov- 
, erage on all four Chi outlets, oil 
/company previously having inked 
, Wayne King for a KNBQ (NBC- 
TV) serie... and a weekly film high- 
, light show of Chi Bears football on 
| WENR-TV. 


| Northwestern grid dates are 
Sept. 24, Oct. 1 and 15, and Nov. 5, 
/12 and 19. Five dates will be 





Owen Stadium, 20 miles south of screened from Evanston, and the! was aired Monday night (12) ove 


| Northwestern - Illinois tilt from 
Champaign Nov. 19. Joe Wilson 
will announce for WBKB, while 


Jack Brickhouse is slated for WGN-| ing shows, Wtich originate from 


TV. 


| Solving Gate Problem 





a commercial show, the ty of | 1,706,000 units, the New York area 
writers attracted can a the received approximately 590,000 
trick. NBC-TV’s “Chevrolet on | Sets. Following in order were Phi 
Broadway,” for example, has its @4elphia with 204,000; Chicago 
shows set for the first 26 weeks | With 156,000; Los Angeles with 
of the new season and the lineup | 137,000, and Boston with 88,000. 
| will include a number of originals. Of a total of 742,000 sets shippea 
| Pointing up Miner's contention out during the first half of the 
|is the list of shows he plans for | current year, New York (and New- 
the first 13 weeks of “Studio One.” ark) received 212,000, followed by 
Only one resembling an original is Chicago with 77,000; Philadelphia 
|an unproduced play penned by with 75,000; L.A. with 60,000 and 
| Maurice Valency and titled “Battle- Boston with 49,000. 

\ship Bismarck.” It has been set! Actual shipments were less than 
for the Oct. 24 broadcast. Others | production, RMA said, due to a 
include adaptations of two Ben | customary lag in distribution and 
Hecht stories, several plays, a inability of a few companies to 
| Rudyard Kipling story, a book, a | supply detailed reports on ship- 
story by Dashiell Hammett and one | ments. Output since postwar by 
by Somerset Maugham (“Of Human | RMA companies totaled 1,958,474 
Bondage’’). sets. Production for the first half 


| of 1949 was 913,071 units. 
WSB-TV Airing 3-Week | reitvision “markers: Rtn ‘heures 
Football Rules Series 

With Atlanta Squads 


showed shipments this year for 
Atlanta, Sept. 13. 


the first time to Birmingham, 
Omaha, San Antonio, Tulsa, Phoe- 

First of a three-week series of 
programs providing visual instruc- 


nix, Greensboro, N. C.; Oklahoma 
tions in fundamentals of football 





City, Jacksonville, and Hunting- 
ton, W. Va. 

The RMA breakdown covers 49 
television service areas, each area 
including communities within a ra- 
dius of 50 miles of TV stations. 


-WHAS-TV Break Ground 
For 600-Ft. Tower 


Louisville, Sept. 13. 
Ground-breaking ceremonies on 








| WSB-TV, with station’s sports di> 
| rector Thad Horton in charge. J. C. 
| Brown Distributing Co. is sponsor- 


Henry Brady stadium. 

All city league high school grid 
squads are participating in pro- 
grams. Monday’s demonstration 
consisted of basic defensive and 





Aer 

















‘ - truction of 600-foot WHAS- 
telecasts will be given by Jack) _ , Toledo, O., Sept. 13. | offensive formations with prep | Tv t 

Mitchell, star quarterback of the! The six high schools in Toledo school coaches Cecil Moon, Swede. A, A, J. a | aa 
1948 Sooner squad. have no objection to having their Phillips and J. E. De ; ~ r 


belong to any organization that ad- 
comment be ious or ststunas. “The The games to be televised live | football games on television, as lining plays from the angle =s|— ——, on a 
we —- a ae ve from Owen Stadium are: Oct. 1. long as the public does not kn aoe indard and | seat, 28 scheduled time to begin 
. S. Attorney General has rule the | modified T formations. They were | 
that the Communist party is such Oct. 29, lowa State; Nov. 19, Santa! high school contests will be tele-| assisted by Sid Scarborough. dee |e bouic me 7 a —y , 
an organization. Remington denied | Ciara, and Nov. 26, Oklahoma |tor for athletics for Atlanta city > , 
a ; known that some of the football! schools. part-time basis, probably nights 
ater cleared. He claims that Miss telecasts will be of these games| &ames will be shown this apasen, | only at th t A Yai ~ t 
Bentley willfully, thoughtfully and and of the five road contests: Sept.| but will not announce which con-| will be demonstration by we move | fans . Ss, Somme tS 
10 city school teams of offensi - rece 
This is the second suit filed by|8, Texas at Dallas; Oct. 22, after the actual kickoff. sien on one WHAS will become 
Remington, who earlier iast year Nebraska at Lincoln; Nov. 5, Kan-| This, the schools figure, will pre-| defense against aerial game and 
the cash customers from | individual specialties such as. insta 
the same grounds, ‘12, Missouri at Columbia 0¢ : oh aan dane: — 
; pele ‘ ae) 





OW double wingback and st j ‘ 
Texas Aggies; Oct. 15, Kansas U.; ahead of game time which of ‘ Hons. They Were | Operations. Antenna to cost $130.- 
cast. So WSPD-TV has made) 

Miss Bentley's charges, and was' 4 and M. The Monday night film WHAS-TV will televise on a 
Scheduled for next Monday (19) 

maliciously made the statements. 23, Boston College at Boston; Oct. tests will be seen on TV _ until | Fowner. Eventually station will 
fectiveness of forward passing and 

pressed charges against NBC on sas State at Manhattan, and Nov.) vent ne - mee BO, ON 

| staying home, punting and blocking. 


‘ 
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End of the Fear Era 


White Sulphur Springs. Sept. 13. 


The television panel that highlighted the final days of the NBC’ 
convention here could be said to represent a milestone in TV's up- 


ward progress. 


The “case histories” 


as set forth by the TV station 


operators around the country represented a far cry from the wail- 


ings of a year ago at Sun Valley 


when panic-ridden affiliates 


brought up the topic of video with a reluctance that bordered en 


trepidation. 


This year the TV affiliate station managers were only too anxious 


to bring up the subject. 
bullish level. 


Such pioneers as Walter Damm, 


The panel discussions were strictly on a 


of WTMJ, Milwau- 


kee, spoke in terms of reaching the breaking-even point by mid 


October, a statement thai would 
ago but was taken in stride. 
of a black ink era. 


Station after station told of increased local business. 
pating stanzas, and while most of them still set "50 and 
earliest for getting out of the red 


about TV 


thusiasm 
Pe ovided. 


Others, too 


have elicited cheers six months 
saw the close approach 


of partici- 
‘51 as the 


there was an unmistakable en- 


in general and the individual challenges it 











All Sustaining Live Shows Dropped 
By KTSL in Station Shakeup 


Hollywood, Sept. 13 

Don Lee Television System has 
tightened its operation extensivel) 
under direction of Charles Glett. 
veepee in charge of video for Don 
Lee’s KTSL. Glett has cut per- 
sonnel, hours and sustaining shows 
in a switch in overall policy of 
KTSL 

KTSL has dropped all its live 
shows which were being telensed 
on a sustaining basis. Those 
dropped include “Memory Album,” 
“Scene Shifters,” “Blueprint for 
Charm.” “Danze Ballads, “Totten 
Teaches Taps,” “Garden Chats” and 
“Piano Portraits.” All new live 
shows will be kinescoped for spon- 
sor presentation and will not be 
shown unless tab is picked up. 

Glett has clipped three hours 
and.30 minutes out of outlet’s op 
erating time, leaving station on 
four hours nightly during five-da 
week beaming schedule. Along 
with the hour cut, KTSL has 
dropped eight men from its 
production staff (‘stage crew. 
carpenters, set designers and 
decorators) leaving outlet with 
only one production man. Moving 
of station’s programs from Mt. Lee 
to its Vine street studios accounts 
for consolidation of operation. It 
is estimated that a much smatier 
crew will be able to handle chores 
from Vine studios. 

Don Lee is presently building 


(Continued on page 39) 


Era of Manager 
Looms in Tele 


White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13. 

Out of the TV panel discussion 
that wound up the NBC conven- 
tion activities, came a keynote 
theme sounded by Carleton Smith, 
who presided over the discussions, 
that struck a unanimous note with 
the participants. ‘is was that 
television has moy.a into a new 
era—the era of the manager. 

For many years, the NBC-TV 
exec pointed out, video was the 
private domain of the visionaries, 
inventors and laboratory 
nicians. Then it was taken over 
by the operating engineers who 
tested it and prepared it for com- 
mercial use. More recently, he 
added, it passed into the hands of 
the programmers, who still have a 
long way to go. 

But just as the Damms, Moren- 
tys, Gillins, etc., brought to early 


(Continued on page 39) 


WBZ-TV’s Grid Roster 


Boston, Sept. 13. 

WBZ-TV is set to televise nine 

football games on Saturday after- 

noons kicking off with Yale-Univ. 
Connecticut fray Sept. 24. 

Station will carry major Harvard 

ule —— six of their 

e games us Yale game at 

New Haven. ’ . 

— games skedded by Hub 

outlet include Army-Penn 

Pen at. West .Roint and, Univ. of 

nm and Corneii at Philadelphia. 








‘panies will not 


'tices as 


tech- | 


| NBC-TV key. 
beneficial effect on video 





ere wa ae 


Beat the Band’ on TV | 


Detroit, Sept. 13. 
“Beat the Band,” erstwhile radio 
show, has switched to video via 
WW4J-TV. It features musical ques- 
sent in by viewers for the 
station orchestra te answer. 


A 15-minute, twice-weekly show, 


tions 


it is sponsored by the De Soto- 
Plymouth Dealers of Greater De- 
troit. Agency is Denman & Better- 


idge, Inc 


Bell Intercon 


Setup Wrong 
In FCC Rule 


Washington, Sept. 13. 

Until common carrier companies, 
such as the Be!fl System and West- 
ern Union, have sufficient relay 
facilities to meet television's net- 
work needs, they must intercon- 
nect their services with those of 
DuMont, Philco and other com- 
panies, under a proposed report is- | 
sued last week by the FCC. 

Holding present interconnection | 
policies of the Bell system unlaw- 





| ful. the Commission, by a vote of 


4 to 1 recognized that, although it 
is necessary to conserve radio fre- 
quencies, the common carrier com- 
have adequate 
video facilities for “some appreci- 
able interval of time.” 

The report grew out of an in- 
vestigation begun last year as the 
result of a protest filed by Tele- 
vision Broadcasters Assn. against 
rate schedules and _ regulations 
filed by Bell and WU. TBA charged 
that video interconnection charges 
by the companies were excessive 
and that Bell’s policies were un- | 
reasonable and discriminatory. 

The report rapped Bell’s prac- 
“clearly to discourage 
others from participation” in inter- | 
city relaying. By refusing to con- 
nect with microwave channels au- 

(Continued on page 39) 


WJZ-TV TRANSMITTER 
TO EMPIRE STATE BLDG. 


Deal is reported set for WJZ-TV, 
N. Y., to move its transmitter from 
the Hotel Pierre to the Empire 
State building, site used by WNBT, 
Move will have a 
in the 
metropolitan area inasmuch as it 
opens the way for the city’s other 
tele outlets to situate on the sky- 
scraper. Result would be better 
viewing, with set-owners orienting 
their antennas on the one location 
instead of the present scattered 
transmitters. 

Negotiations between ABC and 
NBC are being conducted on a 
high level, with Edward Noble, 
ABC board chairman, and David 
Sarnoff, RCA board chairman, tak- 
ing part. Shift, of course, will re-. 
quire approval by the FCC. ‘ 





WETAFFILIATE 
SETUP CONFUSED 


White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 13 

Out of the NBC-affiliate tele- 
vision huddles and conferences 
here in connection with the net 
work's third annual convention 
came scme _ significant and far 
reaching rumblings and undercur 
rents that practically had the boys 
going home in a TV economic tail- 
Spin 

While to all tntents this was the 
most harmonious, peaceful NBC 
convention held thus far, on the 
TV front there were unmistakable 
signs (by the things left unsaid) 
of an expanding gap in the “net- 
work thinking” vs. “affiliate think 
ing 


The affiliates came on to Green- 


TV Marches On 


White Sulphur Spgs., Sept..12 - 

Advertiser expenditures in 
television have climbed from 
$1,000,000 in 1947 to $28,000,- 
000 for 1949, Charles R. Denny, 
NBC's exec veepee, told the 
network convention delegates 
here Compared to the $1,- 
000,000 in ‘47, the figure had 
reached $10,000,000 in '48, and 
while he wouldn't venture a 
guess on what sponsors would 
pour into the medium in 1950, 
Denny was convinced that the 
era for “peak losses” will have 
passed by next year. 

On the NBC front, Denny 
pointed out, there are 28 cli- 


ents committed to fall pro- 
gramming, as compared with 
nine in '48 and six in °447. 





brier hoping that NBC would have 
the formula for a 1950 contract 
all ready to go, and that it would 
be an equitable one which would 
take into consideration the multi- 
ple financial problems confronting 
the stations. But Charles R. Den- 
ny. who carried the TV ball for 
the network, told the affiliates out- 
right that the web still hadn't 
found the right answers to a lot 
of problems; that it was not pos- 


sible to come up with a contract 


formula at this time. It was soon 
apparent that there would be jock- 
eying for position on both sides. 
By the time the boys had fin- 
ished kicking around the be ind- 
closed-doors pros and cons anu had 
practically ad libbed the script to 


a definitive thesis on “Economics | 


and Television,” this much seemed 
to emerge: 

1. The battle for facilities be- 
tween NBC and CBS will probably 
develop into a free-for-all topping 
anything that’s happened in radio. 
The rumor had _ been spread 
around the convention that CBS 
was willing to settle for 21 free 
hours of TV time a month as a 
come-on for 
radio the free time adds up to 16 
hours. in return for which the 


(Continued on page 36) 





“WPIX in Harvest Moon 


Swap for Edith Piaf To 
Get Off Extra Pay Nut 


N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX dropped 
plans this week to pick up the 
Harvest Moon Bal! from Madison 
Sq. Garden tonight ( Wed.) and in- 
stead wil! televise the opening of 
French chanteuse Edith Piaf from 
the Versailles, N. Y. nitery. 

Despite the fact the Harvest 
Moon is an annual promotion of its 
parent newspaper organization, 
WPIX felt it could not afford the 
expense of the Garden pickup. All 
unions demanded separate pay for 
the telecast, in addition to their 
regular pay and the Garden also 
would have imposed a_ charge. 
Total nut to WPIX would have 
been about $8,000 and the station 
felt it could not get a sponsor to 
pick up the tab on a one-shot deal. 

Unions are putting forth the 
same demands at the Versailles 
but the nitery’s co-owners, Nicholas 
D. Prounis and Arnold Rossfield, 
are paving the extra salaries Jo the 

(Continued on page 39) 


station affiliation (in, 


GREENBRIER’S TV HANGOVER 





“Who s Stalling?’ Avers CBS, in Bid 
For Green- Light on Color Video 





Foodini to Rescue 
CBS engineering veepee Bill 


Lodge met a group of RCA 
execs at a meeting of the Tele- 


Broadcasters Assn. last 
week Discussion naturally 
centered around the upcoraing 
FCC hearings. which are ex- 
pected to decide whether the 
CBS or RCA color TV systems 
will be okayed for commercial 
use. 

Lodge told the RCA execs 
thai if they were worried about 
their demenstration to the 
Commission, he could arrange 
to have a CBS expert aid them 

Foodini (puppet magician on 
CBS- TV's moppet show, 

“Lucky Pe ) 


Roach to Make 
52 Teevee Pix For 


Big Corporations 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 

Series of 52 half-hour pictures 
showing the setup and operations 
of corporations and their industrial 
activities will be produced by Hal 
Roach for television and other 
showings. Individual corporations 
will pay for the filming and broker- 
age houses buy the time on local 
TV stations 


vision 





Roach will field three photo- 
graphing units to shoot footage at 
factory sites, and other elements 
will be integrated at the Roach 
studio. These wil) Mmelude narra- 


tion and commeniary by a corpo- 
ration commentator financial! ana- 
lyst, prof of business economy and 
a rep of the company whose picture 
is being shown. Shooting both on 
location and at the studio starts 
around first of the vear 

Roach's project was given imme- 
diate acceptance by corporations 
and underwriting of the first 52 
films, each running 30 minutes, has 
been “over-subscribed.” Pictures to 
be shown on teevee, in schools and 
brokerage houses will serve as a 
visual report on corporations and 
to acquaint the public with their 
setup and operations, with a par- 
ticular emphasis on the mass par- 
ticipation in corporations through 
the purchase of stock certificates. 
Series is to be called “Industrial 
U. S. A.” 


COLUMBUS DISCOVERS 
TV CO-AX PROBLEMS 


Columbus, Sept. 13. 

First of two one-ton receiving 
antennas for microwave channels 
was raised to its perch 500 feet 
above street level on the west side 
of the LeVeque Lincoln Tower, 
city’s tallest building, Friday (9), 
giving tangible evidence of the 
nearing date for network television 
programs here. 

Original target date for the 
Toledo-Dayton coax and Dayton- 
Columbus micro setup is Oct. 1, 
but Ohio Bell and AT&T officials 
say it will go into operation as 
soon as it is finished, which still 
doesn't pinpoint an exact date. 

Pressure is being exerted by lo- 
cal video stations to get the com 
bined coaxial-relay installation in 





tune as fast as possible. Station 
lineup here is as follows: 
WLW-C, Crosley outlet which 


has been operating since April 7, 
taking many of its programs over 
a Croslev-owned relay system from 
Cincinnati via WLW-D, Dayton, 
and a relay tower in Mechanics- 
burg. 

WBNS-TY. Columbus Dispatch 
station, which plans to transmit its 
first test pattern sometime this 
week and be on the air in October. 

WTYN. Picture Waves, Inc., out- 
fit. run by Edward Lamb, which 
alco will begin tests ¢his-week and 


‘hopes to be og the air this month. 


Washington, Sept. 13 

In a direct rebutta! of recent 
charges that it is stalling on devel- 
opment of color television, CBS 
this week averred that tinted TV 
should be green-lighted as soon as 
possible to preclude the “economic 
dislocation” that might follow any 
further delays 

In a detailed letter of comments 
filed yesterday (Mon.) with the 
FCC, CBS averred that if either of 
the two alternate svstems under 
consideration (RCA and Color Tel- 
evision, Inc.) should out-perform 
the CBS method in all respects, 
then “Columbia will support such 
other system But, the web at- 
tacked both competing methods as 
being still “paper” systems and. in 
a point-by-point table of the change 
in equipment necessary under each 
system, averred the CBS method 
was the only one that could oper- 
ate on all torms ef apparatus so 
far suggested 

Attacking proposals that have 
been made to the FCC by other 
organizations regarding color video, 
CBS opposed a suggestion made 
by Philco that color should be de- 
layed until a system is found that 
will require no changes whatso- 
ever in existing channels or equip- 
ment Unless such a system is 


proved before the close of the up- 


(Continued on page 39) 


Trick Bookings 
On Berle Agenda 


Milton Berle will attempt to an- 
gle his shows this season. Believ- 
ing that vaude shows per se will be 
stale stuff unless creative influences 
are introduced, Berle, together 
with the William Morris agency, 
which books the Berle package, 
will attempt trick bookings 

For example, the opening show 
(20) will have the Howdy 
cast, with Bob Smith, Bob Keeshon, 
who portrays Clarabelle. and Rhoda 
Mann, the puppet manipulator, 
Ordinarily, the Berle show makes 
it a rule not to book performers 
who have appeared on video during 
the past three months, but rule was 
bypassed in this instance. Martin 
Stone, owner of the Howdy Doody 
package, had attempted to get a 
booking last year, but it was felt 
that Texaco might chject to ap- 
pearance of performers sponsored 
by Gulf. June Havoc and Bert 
Gordon (The Mad Russian) are 
others lined up for the preem show. 
A sketch on juvenile delinquency 
will be used 

Following week. the Dodgers’ 
Jackie Robinson and dancer Bill 
Robinson will be paired. Headliner 
will be Billie Burke. Surrounding 
talent is still to be lined up 

Feeling around the Morris office 
is that vaudeo can no longer afford 
just to show off a set of acts. . It’s 
believed that enough good talent 
that hasn't been exhibited too often 
just isn't available. Problem now 
is to inject a note of freshness with 
sketches as well as tresh faces and 
trick bookings 


FOOTBALL ROUNDUP IN 
4 PA. TOWNS VIA FORD 


Ford Dealers this week signed to 
sponsor a weekly half-hour film 
roundup of football highlights in 
four Pennsvivania cities. Titled 
“Touchdown,” the show tees off 
Sept. 23 in Lancaster, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh and Johnstown, with 
Bob Hall handling the commen- 
tarv. J. Walter Thompson is the 
ad agency. 

New series is a different pack- 
age from that previously an- 
nounced by dealers in the midwest, 
who will bankroll a similar string 
of roundups on Big Ten games 
over 16 midwestern cities. Eastern 
dealers are expected to concen- 
trate on games in the east, with 
the first involving a roundup of 
last season's top! contests. -Com 
tract runs 13 weeks. 
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AMILY CLOSEUP 

ith Karl Weber, Margaret Dra- 

per, Stefan Schnabel, Peter 

Capell, Arnold Robertson, Roger 

de Koven; Charles Woods, an- 

nouncer 
Director: Martin Andrews | 
Writer: Abram S. Ginnes 
30 Mins., Sun., 5 p.m. 
Sustainer | 
ABC, from N. Y. 


To inform the general public of 
the availability of family coun- 
selling services —a fact probably 
unknown to a majority of people— 
ABC, in association with the Fam- 
ily Service Assn. of America, has 
come up with an excellent series, 
radio-wise as well as public serv- 
ice-wise. Series, which preemed 
Sunday (11), will portray the vari- 
ous conflicts that exist in most 
average American families and try 


| COULD BE 


With Ben Grauer, Robert Trout, 
Martin Gabel, Charies Irving, 


others 
Producer-director-writer: Norman 
Corwin 
60 Mins., Sun. (11), 2 p. m. 
Sustaining 


NBC, from New York 

Norman Corwin kicked off the 
first of six broadcasts aired by 
NBC in cooperation with United 
Nations radio with this hour-long 
documentary. It was Orson Welles’ 
Martian scare in reverse—this ef- 
fort dramatizing the story of an 
invasion in the interests of peace. 
The fantasy told of a Year X— 
sometime in the future—when 
three task forces of the UN wiii 
launch a blitz against poverty, hun- 
ger and disease 

The point of the program was to 


to explain, clear up or at least miti- make this peace offensive as 
gate the tension or cause glamorous as war. The task forces 

Series’ aim is to prove that used planes—to spray malarial 
people need the help of family marshes: they used dynamite—to 


counselors 
collective psychiatrist 


a sort of poor man’s or 
and that, as 


blast for dams; they used radar 
to find fishes: and they used atomic 


the first program maintained, seek- energy—to power ocean liners. To 
ing such help is an assertion of convey the tremendous human 
strength, rather than weakness. forces that can be put at the serv- 


Presented as vivid drama, based on 
familiar, everyday universal setups, 
program rates a nod. 

Opener dealt with a chap who 
was suddenly fired when the plant 
he worked at had to shut down in 


ice of construction, instead of de- 
struction, Corwin built a show with 
imaginary pickups all over the 
globe, first as people celebrate be- 
fore the event and then as the 
complex operation gets under way 


an emergency. He had always been A}j this productive activity “could 
coddied by the manager and pe” Corwin said: “These forces 
thought himself secure. At least, are al] here now if anybody wants 
he figured he'd have sufficient to assemble them and put them to 
warning to find a new job. The work in a big way for the good of 
suddenness of ifie sacking UN- mankind.” 


nerved him, caused him to quarrel 
with friends, with his wife, insult 
his father-in-law, and generally go 
to pieces. Visits to the local Fam- 
ily Service unit helped to 
straighten him out 

A good cast, plus professional 
writing and direction, helped punch 
across a good dramatization. If the 
show had a weakness, it was in the 
vagueness that followed the man’s 
visits to the Service. He was stili 
in the same boat—out of a job— 
even if the pyschoses that made 
him lash out at his friends and 
family were explained to him, to 
open his eyes and ease his tensions. 
Probably the agency kept track of 
the man, to see where he got his 
next job. That might have been in- 
cluded in the script. Bron. 


BIG 'N LITTLE CLUB 
With Dick Collyer, Sandy Fussell; 
Joe Page, guest 
Producer: Sylvan Taplinger 
Director: Murdoch Pemberton 
Writer: Steve Carlin 
30 Mins., Sat., 10 a.m. 
DR. A. POSNER SHOES 
WJZ, from N. Y. 
(Hirschon Garfield) 


This half-hour show should ap- 
peal to the grammar school ele- 
ment at which it’s aimed. Enter- 
tainment wise, the program offers 
the kids a variety of songs and 
stories, a quiz and a guest person- 
ality. Dick Collyer emcees in a 
likeable manner in addition to 
some pleasant warbling. Sandy 
Fussell, on hand to assist Coilyer, 
lends a youthful touch to the airer. 

In the guest spot on the initial 
broadcast, the N. Y. Yankees’ re- 
lief pitcher Joe (“Smoky”) Page of- 
fered some interesting baseball 
chatter. Tail end of the show pro- 
vided a brief telephone quiz with 
only three calls made. 
were easy and all contestants won 
prizes. Outside of the routine com- 
mercials, excessive mention is 
made of the iy vy product. In 
connection with the quiz, the busi- 
ness of naming local stores where | 
Posner shoes are sold could be 
eliminated. 


TALK YOUR WAY OUT OF IT 
With Peter Donald, others 
Producer-writer: Michael Morris 
30 Mins., Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 3 p.m. 
QUAKER OATS 
ABC, from New York 

(C. J. LaRoche) 


Peter Donald, who has a way 
with dialect and a story, has a show 
in which he can make use of his 
diverse talents. Format has an au- 
dence selectee pitted in a situation 
against Donald, and former has to 
talk his way out of his predicament 
to the satisfaction of the audience. 
If the studio crowd likes the con- 
testant’s spiel, he’s given $25. 

It's a pleasant afternoon's diver- 
sion. Donald's dialects and well-| 
contrived situations provide the | 
base of the comedy. Unfortunatel 
not all contestants have oneuah 
imagination to provide entertain- 
ment and Donald mercifully per-| 
mits them only one sentence be- 
fore asking the audience whether 
they deserve the prize. 

This layout, more than any other, 
Gopends on the type of volunteer. 
Selectee has to do some spieling, 
and frequently a loss of words isn’t 
very funny. Donald, however. 
handles his assignment extremely | 
“. 

nimaginative commercials come 
frequently. Vote. 








uestions | 


But having made this point, Cor- 
win didn’t go into how peace can 
be won He was, however, real- 
istic enough to give part of the 
show over to an opponent of the 
“peace blitz” plan. Latter’s view 
was that it’s human nature to have 


wars, that the cost is high, that 
peace won't work These points 
were succinctly answered by the 


UN spokesman. 

Productionwise, Corwin used aii 
the tricks to convey the feeling 
of every part of the world joining 
in this gigantic effort—including 
a transcription of New Zealand 
Maoris chanting a song of peace. 
A large and competent cast gave 
the imaginative script an expert 
reading and Alexander Semmler’s 
score gave it dramatic background- 
ing. While Corwin’s “dream-view” 
of a Utopian peace blitz was fre- 
quently talky and in spots over- 


produced, it had a_ provocative 
|theme and some inspiring mo- 
| ments. Bril. 


| BUSHELS OF FUN 


With Jack Lacy, R. D. Wilber and 
WINS orch 


30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:30 p.m. 


Participating 
WINS, New York 
This quiz stanza returned to the 


| airlanes after a summer hiatus on 


Monday (12) with practically little 
switch in format and with Jack 
| Lacy again handling the question 
| box from which audience partici- 
| pants spear for giveaways. If com- 
|ing up with correct answer the 
winner, 
| prize, is given a crack at the jack- 
| pot barrel of treasures. made up 
|, mostly of prizes tessed in when 
| contestant fluffs the answer. How- 
ever, consolation prizes are award- 


ed even if they miss by way of) 


keeping everybody interested and 
happy. Capital question on stanza 
heard had to do with the White- 
stone Bridge measurements. Al- 
though a lucky lady hit, contents 
could not be detailed for lack of 
ime. 

Lacy keeps things rolling in af- 
fable manner. Quizzes are spaced 
by musical interludes by R. D. 
Wilber and studio orch. Commer- 
cials are pitched for Associated 
Food Stores and Bond a 

ba. 


SPORTS CAMERA 
With Bill O’Mara 
7:15 p.m., 15 mins., Mon.-thru-Fri. 
Sustaining 
KING, Seattle 

Bill O'Mara, who handles local 
Pacific Coast league baseball 
games on television here (former- 
ly KRSC-TV; now KING-TV) has 
also moved his daily AM sports 


show over to KING. Move serves 


to highlight O’Mara’s top com- 


| mentary on the sports scene, with 
| the quarter-hour a clean, refresh- 


ing stint of sportswise chatter. 

O’Mara on this one stuck his 
neck out and named the “indis- 
pensable player” in each of the top 
four major league teams: Pee Wee 
Reese, Dodgers; Joe Page, Yanks: 
Mel Parnell, Red Sox, and Stan 
Musial, Cards. His reasons were 
cogent and forceful, too. 


The interview, featured on this | 


show, was with Gus Bell of the 
Ward Bell Flyers, here with the 
Polack Bros. Circus. O'Mara’s 
know-how was evident throughout, 
resulting In an interesting discus- 
sion of training, tricks an 
side on acrobats and trapezists. 
A nice job on all counts. 
Reed. 





GARRY MOORE SHOW 
Eileen Woods, Irving Miller, Bill 
Wardell 
Writers: Lou Nelsen, Bill Demling 
| Producer-Director: — Rose 
60 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 3:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
| CBS, from Hollywood 
| There's a bigtime, nighttime 


aura about this 60-minute, cross- 


the-board CBS afternoon stanza 


built around the comedic talents 
of Garry Moore. If it maintains 
the same pace and entertainment 
level of Monday's (12) premiere 
broadcast, Columbia could easily 
find itself with another flock of par- 
ticipant sponsors a la the Arthur 
Godfrey morning hour. 

Moore, having exited Eversharp’s 
“Take It Or Leave It,” is back in 
the daytime radio picture where he 
initially projected himself as a 
coast -to-coast personality years 
back with his “Club Matinee” out 
of Chicago. In terms of daytime 
programming, it’s a_ refreshing 
hour’s interlude with a _ loosely- 
constructed format that accents 
music and Moore’s comedy byplay, 
but which suggests that anything 
can happen. 

Show's bigtime flavor carries 
over into the overall production, 
with a permanent lineup includ- 


ing Howard Petrie, who doubles 
from the announcing chores into 
the banter division: singers Ken 


Carson and Eileen Woods, with the 
two-piano team of Irving Miller 
and Bill Wardell. 

On the preem show Moore did a 
playback of a guest shot did 
on the Godfrey stanza, with the 
hilarious overtones justifying the 
reprise-in-reverse as the pair 
kicked around NBC vs. CBS rivalry 
(including the intra-trade yok of 
Bill Paley’s Christmas eve yodel- 
ing of “Come All Ye Faithful” on 
the steps of NBC). 

Maintaining the pleasant, in- 
formal pace that characterized the 
opening is a tough assignment, but 
right up Moore's alley. Rose. 


PPPOE OEOO ES OOH ooedoons 


Radio Followup 
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Bill Leonard’s “This Is New 
York” (WCBS, N. Y.) has been ex- 
panded from 30 to 45 minutes 
cross-the-board. Additional time 
is being filled, in part, with a new 
feature, “The Other’ Fellow’s 
Shoes,” giving human interest data 
on various jobs and professions 
around the metiopontan area. For 
periods of one week apiece, mem- 
bers of Leonard's staff are work- 
ing, for example, as a chorus boy 
in “Miss Liberty,” as a Fuller 
| Brush man, as a night patrolman, 
ete. Series kicked off last week 
'with reporter Martin Weldon serv- 


hs 
aad 


THE BARRY GRAY SHOW 


With Howard Petrie, Ken Carson,| With Barry Gray, Al Capp, Morey 


Amsterdam, Myron Cohen 
| 25 Mins., Fri., 8:30 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
WOR, N. Y. 


| “Early-bird” Barry Gray (he’s 
| doing anothcr show on WOR Mon- 
‘days from 12 midnight to 2 a.m.) 
has a pretty interesting program 
in this new 25-minute airer Friday 
evenings at 8:30. Gathering a 
group of show biz people, osten- 
sibly to kick world news around 
While giving out with their own 
personalities and special talents, 
he’s come up (if Friday's (9) airer 
is a sampie) with a punchy, provoc- 
atiye, outspoken program. 

ieeten was a little 

Participants 


session 
slow, but never dull 
were gabby. Broadwayese, level- 
tempered and colorful If one 
asks what are a couple of show biz 
comics and an ex-disk jockey do- 


ing commenting seriously on 
world affairs, the answer is, why 
not? Certainly they have a stake 


in the world, as everyone else. 
With Gray as emcee, the ball got 
rolling when he asked the others 
what they thought of the FCC reg- 
ulation against quiz shows. The 
conversational ball rambled all 
over the lot from then on, with one 
chap cutting in on another, but it 
was all good stuff. Gray made the 
mistake of not identifying by name 
each speaker when he finished, so 
that the auditor had a little trouble 
alwavs knowing who was sounding 


off Everything was discussed, 
such as England, censorship | of 
gabbers. show biz routines, and 


once in a while the men would get 
back to the topic at hand 

But the spontaneous, daring ex- 
pressions of the speakers made 
this a good program, and if Gray 
cah continue to get “names” who'll 
speak out, he'll have a corking 
show. Al Capp was blunt in saying 
ihe air beionged to the people, not 
to stations or sponsors; that quiz 
shows were “the natural end of 
radio; that “most radio degraded 
entertainment.” Gray was as 
frank, telling WOR it sought to 
directly follow Fulton , Lewis, Jr., 
with a commentator 4f opposite 
views; saying “we are prostituting 
one of the greatest talents in the 
world by giveaway shows;” that 
Drew Pearson lost his recent spon- 
sor because he took on some heavy- 
weights who got to the sponsor. 

Gray did a good emcee job, 
never excited, somewhat 
even. He talked a littie too much, 
|instead of drawing out the others 
|}enough, but it was to the point. 
|Morey Amsterdam and Myron 
Cohen didn’t have too much to say, 
| although they got off a few good 
| gags. There were too many Yid- 
| dish expressions used on the pro- 
!gram, which made no point and 
| limited the program's effect. 


subdued | 


in addition to regular) 


ing as helper to a doctor on the) ron. 
night shift in the Roosevelt Hospi- | an Sree 
‘tal accident ward. Weldon turned | 
‘in six topnotch five-minute pieces LIGHT CRUST DOUGHBOYS 
‘on life in the hospital at night, in-| With Slim Whitman, Jack Perry, 
‘cluding taped interviews and some | Ruth Perry, Doughboys 

15 Min., Mon., Wed. and Fri., 12:30 

En. 

|Observations caught the dramatic | BURRIS MILLS 
|aspects of the situations, but also | KMAC, San Antonio 


|candidly recorded conversations 
‘between the medicos and patients. | 


CONFIDENTIAL CLOSE-UPS 
With George Fisher, guests 
15 Mins.; Sat., 5:45 p.m. 
HUNT CLUB DOG MEAL 
NBC, from Holiywood 
(Comstock, Duffes) 

Idea behind “Confidential Close- 
Ups” is good, but the execution 
/on the preem Saturday (10) left 
something to be desired. George 
Fisher tapes interviews with 
_Hollywood stars on the lots and 
in their homes and edits them 
a 15-minute stanza. Guests on 
the opener had good marquee 
value—Bob Hope, Sabu, Florence 
Marley and Rita Hayworth’s 
father (Eduardo Cansino 
material added up to a collection 
of trivia. 

Fisher led off with 
was recuperating in 
Presbyterian Hospital. 
a-tete, however, was much too 
brief and inconclusive, the comic 
saying only that he had been in 
a hospital just once before, when 
he fell from a tree and got his 
“ski nose.” Chat with Miss Mar- 
ley covered little more than that 
she got into pix through her di- 
rector-husband and has acted in 
four languages. Sabu segment has 
a bit more point, with the Hindu 
star discussing plans for a sequel 
to his “Elephant Boy.” 

The Cansino recording covered 
some subjects of interest to film 
fans, such as Miss Hayworth's re- 
lationship with her father. How- 
ever, it raises the question of 
whether it is in good taste to probe 
into some personal aspects of the 





but the 


Hope, who 
Hollywood's 


The tete- 


star's life (Fisher asked whether 
Cansino had been invited to the 
wedding, whether he'd met Ali 
Khan, in what religion the Hay- 
worth-Khan children will be edu- 
cated). 

Commercials made Hunt Club 
Dog Meal sound appetizing and 


wound up with an offer of a book 
on pet feeding. Organ music was 
used to cut in the various seg- 
ments. Bril. 


WHO’S TO BLAME 
With Zachary Scott, Paul McGrath, 

Mercedes McCambridge. Everett 

Sloane, Santo Ortega 
Writer: Allan E. Sloane 
Producer-Director: Hi Brown 
30 Mins.; Sun. (11), 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from N. Y. 

First in the series of three shows 
to be presented on the major webs 
under auspices of the United 
Jewish Appeal, “Who's to Blame” 
was a moving dramatization of the 
| current immigration problem fac- 


| ing Isreal. Scripter Allan Sloane 
| and producer Hi Brown succeeded 
in making this airer an unusualiy 


human predicament. 


Story revolved sround a recent 
arrival in Isreal who makes an 
| unsuccessful attempt to murder a 
| welfare officer in Tel Aviv. In an 
effort to find out the motive for the 
|erime, the welfare officer inter- 
v ws a succession of police, medi- 
cal, military and immigration of- 





sensitive treatment of a bitter 


the in-| buildups 


‘people catch on more quickly,’ ° 


'stressed the social and psychologi- 
'eal implications. As one of the 
| doctors put it, “during the day we 
| get the physically ill. 
'we get the mentally ill. And we 
|have to try to treat them, on an 
‘emergency basis, for emotional 
sicknesses that have been devel- 
‘oped over a long period.” The 
|new feature showed an enterpris- 
'ing approach and eee to give 
| listeners, some ins ght on the jobs 
| of their ‘neighbors. 

| 





| presented on WNEW’s “America’s 
| Funnybone” by Joe Laurie, Jr., 
'VarteTy columnist and “Can You 
|Top This?” regular. Interviewed 
| by emcee Gilbert Seldes, Laurie 


|explained that the Times Square | 


area is the nation’s humor factory 
_ because there, more than any other 
| centre in the country, comics gath- 
|er and trade materiai. Not that 


In the night | 


The Light Crust Doughboys have ‘icials in the debarkation port. On 
been around the Texas airlanes for | Chie. ,~R , 4, sr * 
about 20 years and are still tops officer concludes that the blame 
_in their line of musical offerings.| must be assumed collectively. both 
| At one time they played for flour | by y 0d ou? of Israel and the rest 
| salesman W. Lee (Pass the Biscuits) | : 


| ao : Zachary Scott, as the welfare of- 
O’Daniel who rocketed to the san | ficer, handled the ad > "l. @ 


|in politics, becoming Governor of simple style that was all the more 
the state and then on to become a | effective for its underkeyed play- 
Senator. They are now sporting a jing. Solid supporting cast in- 
new format and an expanded hook-| cluded Paul McGrath. Mercedes 


up with the broadcasts originating |McCambridge, Everett Sloane and 
from special studios at the Burris 


| Analysis of Broadway humor was 


Mills in Forth Worth. 


Slim Whitman is featured on the 
airings and is said to be one of the 
great new singing sensations of the 
folk music world. He was given 
an opportunity to display his wares 
in “Roly Poly.” “Please Don’t Let 
Me Love You,” and then came bac 
to yodel “I'm Casting My Lasso 
Way Up Toward the Sky.” He has 





any gagmen will knowingly di- 
|} vulge any of his lines, Laurie 
| stressed. 


usually dull because they'll gab 
about anything to avoid letting | 
some of their stuff slip. Never- | 
theless, he added, comics uncon- | 
sciously pick up gags from their | 
tete-a-tetes in Lindy’s, Toots Shor’s, | 
and the Lambs and Friars clubs. | 
| Basie ingredient of Broadway hu- 
mor is its biting, insulting, kidding | 
quality. 

The humor business today, | 
Laurie pointed out, uses more oral | 
elements, while in the past it was | 
_more visual. In addition, the pres- 
'ent trend is to brainier, quicker 
|lines, as opposed to the slow 
in vogue years ago. Rea- 
son, the expert believes, is that 
the modern tempo is faster and 





good delivery and diction and 
should please those who like this 


In fact, he said, conver- | type of music. 
sations between the jokesters are | 


The Light Crust 
supply the musical background 
ably and weil and were heard 
briefly in “Dizzy Fingers” and then 
in a neat sock vocal arrangement 
of “I Didn't Know the Gun Was 
Loaded.” 


Ruth Perry. home economist, is 
heard briefly with a recipe sent in 
by a listener which is worth a five- 


Doughboys 


| pound sack of the sponsor's product 


and a crisp $10 bill. The recipe 
is to be included in the “Light 

ee Senge Book” soon to be pub- 
shed. 


Jack Perry handles the commer- 
cials and m.c. chores in smart style 
ang keeps the show zipping along. 

It's a proven format and it's still 
bound to sell four.’‘' ‘Andy. 


added fodder for 


| Santo Ortega with music by Lou 
_White. Eddie Cantor, via a three- 
_minute transcribed talk, made an 
| effective pitch for the UJA’s fund- 
| raising campaign. Herm. 





| TODAY IN SPORTS 

| With Mel Allen 

_15 Mins., Mon. thru Fri., 7:45 p.m. 
| MBS, from N. Y. 


This is another addition to the 
| sports-laden airlanes. With Mel 
' Allen handling the gab, this show 
presents a snappy resume of the 
day’s happenings in the sports 
field. Novel angle on this program 


_is the cut-in of sports experts from 

other cities where the hot pennant 
| baseball fight is localized for that 
day. While these experts handle 
| the analysis, Allen sticks for the 
/most part to straight items off the 
late news ...¢e. 


| Typical show last week pre- 
/ sented a sports writer from Cleve- 
‘land who analysed the chances of 
the Indians as a pennant contender. 
He counted the indians out of the 
race but, at the same time, said 
| “anything can happen.” But it was 
a good description of the club and 
the baseball! fans. 
‘* Herm 
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Wednesday, September 14, 


E IT OR LEAVE IT 
7S Eddie Cantor, others 
Producer: Billi Lawrence 
Writer: Edith Oliver, Henry Taylor 
30 Mins., Sun., 10 p.m. 
VERSHARP. INC. 
C, from New York 
(Biow) 
ddie Cantor’s new assignment 
my natural for him. Replacing 
Gerry Moore on “Take It or Leave 
It” he’s in a spot where he can 
make use of ability to ad lib, can 
further dress up the session with 
gong, and bandis contestants in a 
manner that can provide entertain- 
ment for listeners. 
On the early portions of the 
debut show there was the tendency 


‘ 


to strain for effect, but Cantor | 


ouickly found his stride, indicating 
that he car slay wiih this quizzer 
as long as he elects. 

Cantor knows when to encour- 
age a contestant to talk and when 
to make it a briefie. He had a 
good example of both on his 
preem show when one femme had a 
tendency to get out of hand and 
inadvertently put herself in posi- 
tion for a cutting crack. Cantor 
used excellent restraint in cutting 
the preamble short. In the case 
of the actor who won the jackpot 
prize, the quizmaster was wise in 
iving him more time inasmuch as 
fis gab whs entertaining and had 
a pleasing quality. 

Cantor has long been identified 
with entertaining vets, and on this 
show quizzed a iong term patient 
from the Halloran hospital. While 
it’s a laudable thing to put a dis- 
abled vet in position to win twice 
$64 ‘he’s spotted the grand prize 
pronto), plus a chance at the jack- 
pot, this portion may be suspect of 
design to stress the show’s benefac- 
tions. 

Generally, it appears that Can- 
tor is an excellent selection for this 
show. Even giveaways have to 
have entertainment and “Take 
It or Leave It” has both, especially 
with the comic throwing in an oc- 
casional song as change of pace. 
His delivery of commercial is very 
palatable. 

Cantor’s shows are taped Inas- 
much as he has a string of per- 
sonals that take him away from the 
major broadcasting centers. 

Jose. 


OUR MISS BROOKS 
With Eve Arden, Jeff Chandler, 
Jane Morgan, Dick Crenna, 
Gloria McMillan, Gale Gordon 
Writer-directot: Al Lewis 
Producer: Larry Berns 
80 Mins., Sun., 6:30 p. m. 
COLGATE 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(Ted Bates) 
Back after a one-week hiatus, 
“Our Miss Brooks” has been shift- 
ed to an earlier time spot former- 


ly filled by “Ozzie and Harriet.” | 


It'll make a solid foundation to 
the fall CBS Sunday night lineup. 
This show is grooved for, a mass 


audience with a comedy situation | 


style that studiously aveids subtle- 
ty or sophistication. Scripter Al 
Lewis, however, has found the 
right formula for pacing this se- 


ries with effectively broad gags. | 
Eve Arden is the show's top as- | 
As a smalltown schoolmarm, | 


set. 
she puts a cutting edge on ber 
delivery that's sharper than her 
actuai lines. Last Sunday’: show 
(11) was a standard campus mix- 
up, involving a series of stock com- 
edy characters. “Although famil- 
jar in its wackiness, the show ran 


off with sustained snappiness for | 


a big laugh payoff. A good sup- 
porting cast and firstrate back- 
round music directed by Wilbur 
atch contributed to the comedic 
impact. 

Plugs for the Colgate product 
were handied in a straightforward, 
hardhitting manner. Herm. 


THE SHADOW 
With Bret Morrison, Gertrude War- 
ner; Frank McCarthy, announcer 
ucer-Director:Jack Cole 
30 Mins., Sun. 5 p.m. 
DL&W BLUE COAL 
, from New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


Back after a summer vacation, 
The Shadow” is again fighting the 
forces of evil via the strange 
ypnotic power that renders him 
invisible. Show maintains its 
usual standing with the develop- 
ment of eerie situations and tight 
Spots, all of which are ironed out 
by the crime fighter. Returning to 

© program as Lamont Cranston, 
alias “The Shadow, Bret Morrison 


essays his role with aplomb and, 


forcefullness. As his partner, Mar- 
got, Gertrude Warner gives a nice 
owing. 
Dealing with a psycopathic girl 
tent on murdering all persons 


aware of her condition, the initial , 


made for a suspenseful half- 
However, the solution of 


hour 


the crime did not depend on any of | 
and could, 
nm resolved as easily by an. 
shamus. ~- 


The Shadow’s 


hove bee talents 


JACK BENNY SHOW 

With Mary Livingstone, Phil Her- 
ris, Rochester, Dennis Day, 
Don Wilson, Sportsmen Quartet 

Producer: Hilliard Marks 

Writers: Sam Perrin, Milt Josefs- 
berg, George Balzer, John Tack- 


aberry 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 
AMERICAN TOBACCO 
CBS, from Hollywood 

(BBD&O) 

Along »bout 7:22 p.m. last Sun- 
day (11), Jack Benny’s voice 
| Slithered across the CBS network, 
| and thus “officially” began the 
1949-50 radio season. The comedy 
Star had allowed 20-0dd mo- 
ments to elapse before making 
an appearance, but it only re- 
dounded to his credit. 

It was typical of Benny to per 
mit his supporting performers to 
garner the major running time— 
and the laughs—on this seasonal 
opener. It was typical of why he 
has enjoyed his success through 
the years. Not many stars will 
allow their supporting people to 
grab the spotlight, and then come 
on for only a few moments. And 
= this initial show it again paid 
off. 

The Benny teeoff was stacked 





with plenty of laughs, and they 
were well distributed, especially 
among Mary Livingstone, Phil 


Harris, Dennis Day and Rochester. 
The forraat oi the show wasn't un- 
usual, but it served well to reintro- 
duce the layout's troupe. The 
Script dealt witha stéghieecins—bus 
tour of Beverly Hills, wherein the 
barker pointed out the various 
homes of the varied stars. Among 
these were the homes of Mary 
Livingstone, Dennis Day, Phil 
Harris, etc. The barker'’s spiel 
served to intro the latter for their 
bits. 

Miss Livingstone told of having 
seen Benny once a month—‘when 
he came for the rent.” Day re- 
vealed to his “mother” how Benny 


was hedging on his salary. Day 
also warbled “Younger § Than 
Springtime” with a full, clear 
tenor. 


The tour also revealed Harris in 
his garden, with the comedy stem- 
| ming (sic) from his exchanges with 
the gardener. The Sportsmen, 
singing quartet, did a cute singing 
commercial, after which came 
Rochester. 

Then Benny. He had been on 
the bus all the time, trying to get 
off. But the driver had continued 
to ignore him. Finally, when he 
|did get off, he left his first-show 
| script on the bus. Then followed 
his chase of the vehicle, finally 
catching up with it at Pasadena— 
too late for the first program. 


Commercials for American To- 
bacco still claim that there is no 
|finer cigaret than Lucky a. 
ahn. 


HALLMARK PLAYHOUSE 
(“Yankee From Olympus”) 
With Robert Young, Lurene Tut- 
| tle, Earle Ross. Bill Johnstone, 
Art Gilmore, Dick Ryzn, Bob 
Bruce, Dave Grant: Lyn Murray, 
music; James* Hilton, narrator; 
| Frank Goss, announcer 
' Producer-director: Bill Gay 
Writer: Jack Rubix 
30 Mins., Thurs., 19 p. m. 
HALLMARK 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

| The Hallmark Playhouse was 
back on the air Thursday (8), with 
an interesting subject for its dra- 
| matization—the life of the late Su- 
-preme Court Justice Oliver Wen- 
‘dell Holmes—and the reliable 
| James Halton for narrator. It was 
good to have the familiar standby 
| back, although the dramatization it- 
| self didn’t measure up to Hallmark 
| standards. , 

The Justice’s life was an even 
one, although the recent Broadway 
| legiter, “The Magnificent Yankee, 
| made it a dramatic one. But this 
/radio presentation wasn’t particu- 
| larily inspired, either in the script- 
| ing or in the performances. There 
'were some stirring moments, as 
when the late President Roosevelt 
called on the Justice during the 
1933 bank crisis, or when some of 
Holmes’ decisions or dissents were 
announced, but on the whole the 
program was matter-of-fact. It dis- 
cussed Holmes’ father’s objections 
to his becoming a lawyer, his mar- 
riage, his tough early years, his 
judgeship, and sone of his great 
dissenting decisions 

But stating quotes isn’t high dra- 
ma, necessarily, nor is mouthing 
high-principled lines good acting. 
Robert Young gave a surfacy por- 
trait of Holmes, in much too casual! 
a portrayal that wasn’t intense or 
dramatie enough. Lurene Tuttle. 
as his devoted wife Fanny, was 
more forceful and convincing. Hil- 
ton’s narration was simple and 
winning, as was his original intro- 
duction on Holmes. Music bridges 
iwere excellent. Bron, 





CHESTERFIELD SUPPER CLUB 
With Perry Como. Fontane Sisters, 
Rudy Vallee, Jane Powell, Mit- 
chell Ayres Orchestra, Martin | 


Block 
Prod.-Dir.: Bob Moss 
30 Mins., 10 p.m. Thursday 
LIGGETT & MEYERS 
NBC from Hollywood 


WALTER WINCHELL 

With Cy Harrice, announcer 

Producer: Paul Scheffels 

Director: Theo Gannon 

15 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m, 

KAISER-FRAZER 

ABC, from New York 
(Weintraub) 


Walter Winchell started his 18th 





‘Newell-Emmett) 

Perry Como started a new sea- 
son for Chesterfield in a new time 
and new format with this show. 
Whereas Como for the past few 
years aired for 15-minutes five 


nights weekly at 7 p.m., his new 


series will occupy a half-hour once 
weekly, and cover a great deal 
more ground entertainment-wise, 
with guests and a $1,000 prize far 
listeners who identify the “Ches- 
terfield Star of the Week.” 

Opening show, done on tape, 
was good. It had moments when 
it got too loquacious and when the 
writing became trite, but the over- 
ali impact was very good from all 
angles. Como used guestars Jane 
Powell and Rudy Vallee, getting 
a goodly number of giggles from 
his session with “The Vagabond 
Lover” and a few out of Miss 
Powell, in addition to a _ bright 
rendition of “Sveethearts” from 
the latter. 

Como himself handled the lines 
given him in an unusually relaxed 
fashion, indicating that whatever 
type of assignment he might draw 
out of the new format won't easily 


stump his capabilities He was 
smooth and clear in the vocal di- 
vision, too, in almost every case 
using the Fontane Sisters in tan- 
dem or in back of his efforts 
Tunes he used were well paced 


and the program smartly used the 
top song of the moment—“You're 
Breaking My Heart,” as well as 
“Give Me Your Hand,” one of 
Como's own record hits. Mitch 
Ayres band accompanied solidly. 

The $1,000 prize gimmick is a 
holdover from Jo Stafford’s Ches- 
terfield shows of last vear. It calls 
for listeners to identify a voice 
They are given clues “A”, “B” 
and “C,.” which doubles as com- 
mercial of course. In this instance 
the “voice” was Vallee himself and 
the clues he gave were ridiculously 
simple. 

Martin Block handles the com- 
mercials, as he did last year. And 
the plugs are no different than 
ever. Wood. 


JACK ARMSTRONG 
With Charles Flynn, Ken Griffin, 
Dick York, Pat Dunlap; Ed Pren- 
tiss, announcer 
Producer - Director - Writer: 
Jewell 
30 Mins., Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 5:30 p.m. 
GENERAL MILLS 
ABC, from Chicago 
(Knor-Reeves ) 
The All-American Boy came back 
with an atomic rush in a manner to 


Jim 


| chill the hearts of his most hard- 
|} ened junior listeners. 
| jes-toughened 
| capably played by Charles Flynn, 


The Wheat- 
Jack Armstrong, 
preemed for the fall season with a 
fantastic sortie into the Antarctic 
to save U. S. atomic secrets from 
foreign agents. 

It's not hard to see why the in- 
vincible Armstrong goes on in 
timeless fashion, and stil! easier to 
justify his healthy audience rat- 
ings. Into the program were tossed 
all the ingredients of Horatio Al- 
ger drama—the clean-cut hero, 
sinister villains, encroaching peril, 
and timely rescue—all!l knotted to- 
gether crisply by writer-producer- 
director Jim Jewell. 

Casting is still adequate for the 
teenage thriller. Dick York as 
Billy and Pat Dunlap as Betty gave 
credible performances as adven- 
ture-struck youngsters. Ken Grif- 
fin as the intrépid Vic was al! that 
a hero worshipper could ask. Com- 
mercials were tied in neatly 
enough. Sponsor should remain 
happy with this customer builder. 
Mart. 


TOM, TIMMY & MAE 

With Tom Glazer, Mae Questel 

Writer-Producer-Director: Van B. 
Fox 

15 Mins.; Sat. 11:15 a.m, 

NBC, from N. Y. 


Filling the bill on this 15-minute 
children’s program is an assort- 
ment of fantasy, songs and innocu- 
ous chatter. Tom Glazer and Mae 
Questel create an amiable atmos- 
phere in their handling of the 
show. Glazer, who has made re- 
cordings for Young People’s Rec- 
ords, makes use of the platters in 
addition to some live vocalizing. 
Tunes are a)! in the story idiom. 
Besides chit-chatting with Glazer, 
Miss Questel doubles in the role of 
Timmy. Character is a tiny train 
subjected to day dreams and is 
pleasingly interpreted by Miss 
Questel. 

Show is short. travels at @ nice 
pace and should go over with the 


kids. ' i 


season on the air Sunday (11) with 
no noticeable change from the 
format which has carried him to 
the top of the Hooper heap. There 
was no letup in the pace of his 
triphammer delivery or in the bite 
of his sharply-phrased views. The 
broadcast, however, lacked the 
impact’ of the sensational news, 
which the gabber usually incor- 
porates into his preems. Not that 
there was any lack of punchy items 


on sports, persona! notes on celebs. 


and foreign and domestic reports 
to make a well-rounded show. 
Winchell’s most newsworthy re- 
portage dealt with international 
political events concerning Com- 
munism and his slant on the Robe- 
son affair in Peekskill On the 
overseas front, he said that the 
western powers in Berlin are ex- 
pecting a surprise Russian move 
and that a Soviet invasion of Yugo- 
slavia is impending with ex-Nazi 
paratroopers now working for 
Stalin slated te do a job on Tito 
He also predicted an increase of 


Red-led_ strikes in Italy and 
France. 
Concerning the Peekskill riots 


the newscaster took the stand that 
Communists are making political 
hay out of anti-Negro prejudice 
and appealed to veterans groups 
“not to play into their hands.’ His 
tvpically Winchellian line’ was, 
“You can't lick a lie with a base 


ball bat.” 
Behind his staccato style is an 
appreciation of the fact that peo 


ple want to get the “inside story” 
that explains the moving forces in 
the tangie of news. It's this deft 
touch for giving his material a be- 
hind-the-scenes flavor that ac- 
counts for Winchell’s long stand- 
ing popular appeal 

Cy Harrice handled the straight 


commercials neatly, but the clos- 
ing plug—which has two actors 
play Kaiser-Frazer owners—had 
a glib, hokey ring Bril. 


A DAY WITH DENNIS DAY 

.With Barbara Eiler, Dink Trout, 
Bea Benadaret; Verne Smith, an- 
nouncer 

Producer: Bill Harding 

Writer: Frank Galen 

30 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 p. m. 

COGLGATE 

NBC, from Hollywood 


(Bates) 
Dennis Day airer straddles two 
formats — situation comedy and 
musical show—a_ practice which, 


the qualitative analysis boys say, 
usually doesn’t appeal to listeners 
On the broadcast Saturday (10), 
Day opened warbling ‘“Fiddle-dee- 
dee” and closed with “Someday” 
and in between was the hero of a 
comic drama. The shift from vo- 
calizing to acting gives Day two 
different personalities, but the net 
effect is pleasant. 

Comedy casts Day as a youthful, 
not-so-bright fellow with a king- 
size inferiority complex. In the 
episode caught his fiancee’s mother 
tells a visiting theatrical producer 
that her future son-in-law, who's 
actually penniless, is a millionaire. 
Believing he’s got a prospective an- 
gel, the impresario and his femme 
star romance Day, which provides 
the springboard for some neatly 
scripted _ satire. The tenor, of 
course, ends up stuck for several 
thousand dollars and has to stage 
the show himself. This cued in 
a burlesque of three tunes, which 
Day put over with a Spike Jones 
flavor Singer's juve-type voice 
lends itself to comic uses, and he 
acts well. 

Commercials for Palmolive soap 
were smooth and stressed the “tests 
by doctors” appeal. Bril. 


—_— 
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H. V. KALTENBORN 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7:45 p.m. 
PURE OIL CO. 
NBC, from N. Y. 
(Leo Burnett) 


H. V. Kaltenborn, back on NBC 
after a two-month trip to Africa, 
isn’t budging from his point of 
view. Frankly opinionated, Kalten- 
born has a clearly defined approach 
to the news which won't brook neu- 
trality in dialers. He's either sworn 
by or at and there's no middle 
ground in reacting to his conserva- 
tive ideology and clipped, inflected 
style of delivery. 

Whatever his viewpoint, how- 
ever, Kaltenborn is keenly aware 
of the vital areas in the news and 
wastes no time with trivia or gos- 
sip. On his opening show (12) he 
spoke of his recent African junket 
and frankly outlined the critical 
nature of that continent's “race” 
question. As to be expected, he 
was opposed to the natives’ de 
mands for immediate independence 
from their white overlords and re- 
served strong digs for American 
New-Dealers and British Laborites 

Heri. 


THEATRE GUILD ON THE AIR 

(“Dream Girl’) 

With Betty Field, John Land, 
Edmon Ryan, Evelyn Varden, 
William Lee, Mason Adam 
Janet Fox, Hope Miller: Harol 
Levey, music; Keene Crockett, 
Norman’ Brokenshire, George 
Hicks, announcers 

Producer: Armina Marshall 

Director: Homer Fickett 

Writer: Elmer Rice 

Adapter: Robert Anderson 

60 Mins., Sun., 8:30 p.m. 

U. S. STEEL 

NBC, from N. Y. 

(BBD&O) 


Theatre Guild on the Air was 
back on the ether Sunday (11) for 
its fifth year, but at a new hour 
and over a new web as one of 
NBC's strong points in its Suaday 
night lineup to combat the CBS 
star opposition. If that was the 
idea, it was a good one, judged by 
the opening program. Web pre- 
sented Elmer Rice’s Broadway hit, 
“Dream Girl,” in its radio pre- 
miere, in a sparkling adaptation 
by Robert Anderson. 

It was a smart choice. The rich, 
human quality of the play was 
retained in the air version, with 
its flavorsome situations and 
dialog, its neat gags, to make a 
grade-A dramatic presentation and 
a charming hour. The dream and 
actual sequences were dovetailed 
neatly and simply, so that the 
auditor could follow them easily. 
Use of the soap-opera device as a 
bridge from reality to dreams—a 
device that was not in the play— 
enhanced the story, simplifying it 





for the listener, without detracting 

from its appeai. ~~ ~~~" err: 
Story is the romantic comedy 

of the day-dreaming bookshop op- 


erator and the level-headed news- 
paperman, with every incident in 
the girl's life romanticized in her 
day dream When the newspaper- 
man razzed the novel she had 
written, in her day dreams she 
visualized herself as his murderer. 
A play for he Y a Smoothie sent 
her off inio day-dreams about lush 
life in the sin-spots of Mexico. A 
visit to a play was a chance to 
day-dream of herself in the lead- 
ing actress’ role 

Fine adaptation of 
perior script, and 
formances by an expert cast, 
smoothly directed, put the comedy 
over neatly. But what made it a 
dramatic honey was Betty Fie!d’s 
many-faceted interpretation of the 
leading role, which she had done 
in the legit version. The wide 
range of the characterization and 


Rice’s 
excellent per- 


Su- 


‘of her voice; the quick changes in 


personality; the soft, appealing 
quality of the portrayal, made hers 
a versatile, winning performance, 
completely dominating the  pro- 
ceedings. John Lund did a good 
supporting job as narrator and as 
the brusque, flippant newspaper- 
man. Mason Adams, as the weak- 
fibred brother-in-law Jim Lucas, 
was ai standout. Other parts, 
though minor, were all well taken. 
George Hicks made a gracefui 
welcome to listeners on behalf of 
U. S. Steel, and tater added a 
tasteful commercial in measured, 
assured phrases. Bron. 


QUIZ KIDS 
With Joe Kelly, emcee 
Writer: Jeff Wade 
Director: John Liewellen 
30 Mins., Sun., 3:30 p. m. 
MILES LABORATORIES 
NBC, from Chicago 
(Wade) 

The quiz kids are growing older 
and this show, now in its 10th year, 
is settling into middle-age. Where 
it once bristled with incredible 
six and eight-year olds, it is now 
stacked with 12 to 16 year old stu- 


dents who are considerably less 
surprising and amusing. Even 
Joel Kupperman is back, but at 


13 he doesn't sound a® prodigious 
as he did five and six years ago. 
What's happened to the modern 
younger young generation? 

Without that fillip supplied by 
the rompered kids, this show rates 
as a conventional quiz airer. The 
brainteasers are generally routine 
and the panel of juves has no trou- 
ble licking them. Kupperman 
supplied the only kick on the fall 
opener with an exhibition of math- 
ematical wizardry involving an 
Einstein formula. Another lad 
displayed some talent on the pi- 
ano while one gal showed off her 
knowledge of chemistry. The ques- 
tions seemed to be set up for each 
kid's specialty. 

As emcee, Joe Kelly conducts 
the quiz with jovial enthusiasm 
and sets a good tone for the show. 
The kids continue to receive a $100 
bond for participating on the pa- 
nel while dialers are given radio 
and television sets for submitting 
the questions. Although Alka 
Seltzer is the bankroller, the sin- 
gie heaviest plug on the show was 
delivered in behalf of Zenith ra- 
dio company which is supplying 
the giveaways. CTH hy) 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Milwaukee—WMAW has signed 
four contracts involving sports 
shows. Clarks Gas Co. is taking 
over sponsorship of the complete 
Notre Dame football schedule 
which will be carried over the Mid- 
west network. 
games, “Football Forecast” and fol- 
lowing the games, “Scores and 
Salutes” has been sold to Weber 
Brewing. Miller Brewing is bank- 
rolling “Leahy of Notre Dame,” a 
grid chatter show while a 52-week 
deal hac heen siened by the Blue 
Dahlia restaurant for “Harry Wis 
mer Sports,” an ABC co-op show 


Pittsburgh—Howard Lazarus hes 
been named sales manager of 
WPGH in East Liberty lie was 
once business head of a defunct lo 
cal newsmag weekly, the Bulletin 
Index .. . Norman Burk has bought 
out Russell (Doc) Pratt, his partner 
fn the Burk-Pratt § advertising 
agency, and will run the business 
alone Burk was a salesman for 
WCAE before hitting out on his 
own ... Edgar Wood, from Con- 
nellisville, Pa., has been added to 
the WCAE announcing staff He 
replaces Ernie Neff, who resigned 
to manage the Colonial Manor res 
taurant-night club-hotel 

San Antonio—Jerry Lee wil! be 
heard in a new series of programs 
during the football season unaez 
sponsorship of Gillespie Motor Co 


Preceding the 


local Ford dealer. Program will 
be titled “Football Scoreboard” and 
will be heard each Saturday at 5:30 


p.m. with a roundup of the latest | 


results in the day’s football classics. 





Columbus, Ind.—Ronald Moore. 


replaces John Thompson on the 
WCSI-FM announcing staff. 





Boston—Ed Palen, formerly pro- 
gram director of WAKR, Akron, 
has joined Yankee Network as pro- 
gram coardinator Palen will cre- 
ate and develop programs ior 
Yankee’s Worcester, Providence, 
Portland, Hartford and Bridgeport 
outle ts. 


Amarillo, Tex.—Request has 
been filed with the FCC seeking 
transfer of 200 shares of stock in 
the Amarillo Broadcasting Co., 
owners and operators of KFDA and 
KFDA-FM from J. Lindsey Nunn to 
Gilmore H. Nunn. 

Previously J. L 
50°) interest in the company and 
transfer makes the father and son 
equal partners. There is no money 
involved in the transaction. 


Fort Wayne—Merrill C. John- 
son has been appointed commer- 
cial manager of WGL, Fort Wayne, 
owned by the News-Sentinel 
Broadcasting Co.. Inc. He was for- 


or ‘ 


4 . ' : wit = : 
merry BRemeial AUvelvecsmsm 2 yY 


the News-Sentinel 


Nunn had held 


Iowa News Group Picks 
New Heads; McCuen Prez 


Des Moines, Ia., Sept. 13. 

Charles McCuen, news an- 
/nouncer for KRNT, Des Moines, 
' 
lowa Radio News Assn. at the or- 
ganization’s. state convention held 
at the KRNT Radio theatre last 
week. He succeeds Charles Hilton 
of KGLO, Mason City. The asso- 
ciation formerly was known as the 
lowa Assn. of Radio News Editors, 
but the new name went into effect 
with this meeting. 

In addition to McCuen other new 
affieere are: Robert Redeen, woc, 
Davenport, vice president; Prof. 
Arthur Barnes. U. of Iowa School 
of Journalism. secretary-treasurer, 
Art Smith, WNAX, Sioux City, and 
Ken Kew KGLO, Mason City, 
members of the board. Fifty dele- 
gates attended the two-day (5-6 
meeting 


Try, Try Again 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 


Television execs apparently be-,| 
lieve a guy can't be hated for try- 
ing. Latest attempt to get a ma- 
jor company to permit video to use 


motion picture footage was a re- 
quest for a sequence from “Jolson 
Sings Again” for 
Screen Test.” 

Harrv Cohn’s answer was a fiat 
negative , , 


has been elected president of the | 


“Hollywood 


Inside Television 


In contrast to last year’s heavy Coast football telensing schedule, 
| this season will see only the University of Southern California-Univer- 
sity of California in Los Angeles games presented as a live telecast. 
Three of the four operating stations last year, KFI-TV, KLAC-TV and 
| KTLA, fought to get any games they could, inking contracts with teams 
‘prior to selling games commercially. KFI-TV telensed the pro L. A. 
| Rams and Pepperdine College games last season along with some high 
‘school tilts. KDLAC-TV beamed the USC-UCLA battles and KTLA 
| vidoed the L. A. Dons, pro-tilts. This season the only live games to be 
| telensed will be the USC-UCLA package which KECA-TV is handling. 
| KTTV will beam delayed films of the Rams’ and Dons’ games. Smaller 
‘colleges are now hounding stations, begging them to take battles—but 
there won't be any more football unless a sponsor picks up the tab first. 


| 
} 


Patricia Breslin, who plays the title role in Raymond Chandler's 
“Little Sister” Sunday night (18) on NBC-TV’s “Philco TV Playhouse” 
with Wiliiani Eythe, is ihe daugnter of the -chicf assistant district at 
torney of the Bronx. Edward Breslin Gal has been in video or 
three-and-a-half months and has had lead roles in all three shows in 
which she has appeared. Life magazine is shooting a potential cover 
story on her this week 

Incidentally, while Philco has a tiein with the Book of the Month clu} 
for its Sunday night “Playhouse.” Frank Yerby’s “Pride's Castle which 
launched the new series last Sunday night (11), was a Literary Guild 
selection. Philco homeoffice selected the book as a guod starter for 
| the program. 





Society of Motion Picture Engineers has completed a test film for 
use by broadcasters to get the best possible results from their projec- 
tion equipment Developed by a committee under chairmanship of Dr 
R. L. Garman, research chief of General Precision Labs, the film will 
enable broadcasters to be certain they transmit all the picture the film 
producer intended. It provides a rapid check of picture size. contrast 
and detail. Test reel, comprising 985 feet, is available from the SMPE 
on 35m stock for $70 and will be issued soon on 16m film 
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| Protest to FCC | 


| 
————— Continued from page 27 joa 





Zenith Seen Going Into 
Export in Big Way; Eyes 
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CHILDREN’S HOUR, 9-10 o.m. Soturdoy. Tales 


of fancy and adventure for children. 


HOLLYWOOD BROWN DERBY, 12.15-12:30 


p.m. Mon.-Fri. Joy Hodges interviews celebrities 


from the Film Capitol. 


BUSHELS OF FUN, 12:30-1:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
Quiz show with Jock Lacy os m.c. Also R. D. Wilbur 


Orchestra. 


WISHBONE PARTY, 12.30-1:00 p.m. Soturdoy. 


From Johnny Victor Theatre. Jack Locy, m.c. 


SONG PARADE, 2.4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Top record- 


ings with Geoff Davis as m.c. 


VINCENT FLAIR AMATEUR HOUR, 10- 


10:30 Monday. 


WEEK-END SK! REPORT, 10.45-11.00 p.m. 
Thursday. Geoff Dovis reporting. 


WINS GRIDIRON ROUND-UP, 5.45-6:00 
Saturday. Also with Geoff Dovis ot the mike. 


ENDOCR OT 


f 
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Crosley Broadcasting Corporation 


KWRZ (James L. Stapleton, Duard 
| K. Nowlin and Jesse M. Neil, Jr 
llive in Albuquerque, N. M., and 
| left management of the station to Chicago, Sept. 13 
jan executive officer, said the peti- Appointment of John A. Miguel 
| tion, doesn't affect their owner- as manager of Zenith Radios in- 
ternational division has pointed up 
KWRz the company’s yen to get into the 
lsaid. was that. under the sales ¢Xport business in a big way. The 
jagreement, Miss McGillvra and ext six months are expected te 
'Kirby deposited in escrow $2,500 see an expansion of Zenith’s radio 
|plus 25 shares of $100 per value ¢Xport trade with foreign countries, 
| stock in KXL, Portland, Ore., with With a possibility that television 
| the $15,000 balance to be paid in receivers will soon be part of reg- 
(‘four annual installments The wlar shipments abroad 
'$2,500 and 25 shares of stock Miguel, with 20 years experience 
| would be turned over to KWRZ in in Mexico, South and Central 
the event of default by the buyers America, and the Pacific areas, was 
or failure of FCC to approve believed named for his spec ial 
| transfer. sales experienced in those regions 
It was also provided that Miss Zenith execs are reported keeping 
McGillrva and Kirby were to be- their sales eyes glued to the south 
| come co-managers of the station as and west, giving European markets 
of Feb. 1. '49. under direction of the temporary brushoff so far as 
the owners until transfer approval, immediate prospects go 
and that all cash and accounts re- Exports of TV equipment to 
ceivable were to become property Mexico and Brazil are reported in 
of the sellers on that date, with the offing for 1950 and 1951, de- 
profits or losses henceforth to ac- vending on two main factors 
jcrue to the buyers whether the governments of those 
' On July 23, Miss MeGillvra countries will adept a hands-off 
/wrote the Commission that Kirby policy, allowing private enterprise 
withdrew as co-manager and that to develop the tele fieid, and 
‘she was attemtping to dispose of whether the station promoters of 
his “interest.” She said she had both nations will be considered 
put $2,000 in the operation, that ready for TV on a continuing ex- 
the present owners withdrew the pansion. 
cash available and accounts re- Should TV set sales in the U_ §. 
ceivable, that she had been left fail to come up t6 industry predic- 
“solely responsible for all policies tions this fall, and it looks like a 
of this station,” and feared loss of long hard pull for stateside sales, 
her escrow dep®sit and deficits of Zenith will probably advance its 
operaion under her stewardship. actual export plans by several 


months, in a move to keep its set 
| Montgomery 
com cComtinued from page 27 


manufacturing at a maximum 
mally introduced to listeners on 


figure. 
Thursday, the first Montgomery ° 
commentary will not occupy the 
full 15 minutes, but subsequent 
| recordings will run to the alloted 
time. 
Montgomery said his intention 
|is to record a weekly commentary 
on affairs of current and general 
interest. Subjects would range 
over a wide field, embracing po- 
litical and economic news, topics 
of international and national im- 
portance, and general everyday 
items of appeal. 


South American Market 


ship status 
| What actually happened 














Walker Sells His Third 
Interest in Pzit’s KQV 


Pittsourgh, Sept. 13 

William Walker, of the Walker 
and Downing advertising agency, 
has sold out his 25% interest in 
KQV, the local Mutual outlet. to 
three other stockholders in the sta- 
tion, I. D. Wolf, department store 
exec; Earl Reed, local attorney, and 
Charles Campbell, formerly in the 
transportation business. Wolf, 
Reed and Campbell are now equal 
partners in KQV, each owning & 


On the assumption that even ‘Hird of the stock. 

| the most innocuous expression of .. No changes in the actual opera- 
| Opinion can be the subject of de- tion are planned under the new 
‘bate, Montgomery agrees that this %*'UP. with James Murray staying 
new broadcasting adventure will °" #8 Beneral manager, a post he 
|be of a controversial character. has held down for last two years 
But he is not setting out with a _— . oat 

| Semtacete intention of accenting m. ~ ow - waite, = 
e controversial angle. Instead, R wd of the Chicago office o 
jhe intends, honestly and frankly, _- —— = Sven, | gy 
| to air his personal views on the M Ca stat here of KXYZ, the Glen 
| subject under discussion. earthy outlet. 

| He asserted with particular em- 
| phasis that he’s allowed a com- 
| pletely free hand. 























WBAL 


Toronteo—John Thompson, new- 
ly-appointed director of publicity 
for CKEY, Toronto, is an English- 
man who came to Canada 16 
months ago, joined The Hamilton 
eng switched to CHML, Hamii- 
on, aS announcer; then joined the | 
E. W. Reynolds ad agency, Toronto. 


means business- 
in Baltimore 
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‘TWO LV Toppers RETURN 
— NEXT -WEEK- 








TUESDAY THURSDAY 
MILTON BERLE / OLSEN aw 
FExACO STAR THEATER JOHNSON 


COAST TO COAST pcto- 
: : FIREBALL FUN-FOR-ALL 








e earn? oan=*® ime ees 





~ beginning 8 PM EDST 
September 20th over NBC-TV Network Cc OAST TO Cc OAST 
= | ond every Tuesday night thereafter beginning 9 PM EDST September 22nd over NBC-TV 


Network and every Thursday night thereafter 
y See local papers for storting . 


dates on non-network stotions. See locol popers for starting dates on non-network stations. 


im presented by 


: your TEXACO dealer presented by your B U i C K dealer 





KUDNER AGENCY, INC. 
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STUDIO ONE 
(“Kyra Zelas”) 


| VANITY FAIR 
| With Dorothy Doan, others 


With Felicia Montealegre, Richard Producer-Director: Frances Buss 
Hart, Mercedes McCambridge, Mal- 30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 


colm Keen . 
Adaptation: Worthington Miner 
Producer: Miner 
Director: Paul Nickell 
66 Mins., Mon., 10 p.m. 
WESTINGHOUSE 
CBS-TY, from New York 

(McCann-Erickson) 


“Studio One.” the Worthington 
Miner-Paul Nickell collaborative 
TV showcase which distinguished 
itself last season as one of the more 
provocative dramatic stanzas, re- 


turned to video Monday (12) in the 
109 to 11_pm. segment following 
“The Goldbergs,” another Miner 


It's being sponsored by 
Vestinghouse for the dual plug- 
ging of its electronic magnifier 
circular screen video set and laun- 


sroduction 


drymats. There was every indica- 
tion on Monday's premiere that 
“Studio One” is shooting for the 


same qualitative 
last year, adding up to a 
Westinghouse investment. 
Initial presentation was a Miner 
adaptation of a short story by 
Stanley J. Weinbaum, “Kyra 
Zelas,” which made an interesting 
enough vehicle, though the striving 
for unique camera effects or novel 
production techniques usually as- 
sociated with “Studio One” were 
eschewed in this instance in favor 
of punching across the saga of a 
femme Frankenstein and near 
tragedy on an American desert 
Start gentle voung 
on the verge of 


programming as 
sound 


rancernse A 


gal concert pianist 


death, who is given a _ powerful 
restorative serum discovered by a 
young scientist. Gal recovers, but 


in the process her mental faculties 
begin to disintegrate; she has a 
frightening kind of vitality and 
animalistic tendencies that almost 
wreck the scientist's married life. 
A critical pperation under severe 
handicaps averts tragedy all 
around. 

Acting was uniformly good, par- 
ticularly Felicia Montealegre in 
the title role. Richard Hart, Mer- 


Sustaining 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 
| Dorothy Doan, whose “Vanity 
| Fair” held down a noontime slot- 
| ting on CBS-TV last season, is 
‘back at a new, late-afternoon 
period. Since the show is slanted 


exclusively at housewives, it should 
do just as well in its new time as 
it did last year, when it 
lished a reputation of being one 
of the better women’s shows on 


TV. Weintraub agency has al- 
ready optioned ne entire across- 
: oS, . ty fny 9. otning of. 


its clients and the show will go 
commercial as soon as the total 
sponsor list is lined up 


Judging from the show caught 
8). Miss Doan has acquired con- 
siderable more ease and camera 
presence than she had when the 


year and this 
throughout 


show teed off last 
factor was reflected 
the program An experienced 
newspaper reporter before enter- 
ing TV, she displayed a neat flair 
for interviewing her guests (in this 
case, an interior decorator and a 
fashion designer’. She has wisely 
learned to confine her work on 
the show to that of intermediary 
between her guests and the view- 
ing audience, breaking in only to 
ask some pertinent question or to 
round off what might become a 
too-lengthy expose. 

Series has taken on 
Side taut mvic peoaut tion 
Living-room set was both attractive 
and functional and the use of live 
models to display the latest in 
French fashions added a neat lift 
to the show. This is one of those 
programs, incidentally, whose im- 
pact could be heightened immeas- 
urably through the use of color. 

Stal. 


con- 


1 
variues 


also 


cedes McCambridge and Malcolm 

Keen captured all the _ correct 

nuances and emotional impact. 
Rose. 


estab- | 


| LITTLE RENDEZVOUS 

| With Joyce Lloyd, Harold Ronk, 

| Bob James, Bernie Smith, Kenny 
Riehl; Bob Kay, announcer 

Producer-director: Burt Blackwell 

| 20 Mins., Wed., 9 p. m. 

_ Sustaining 

WAVE-TV, Louisville 


Combining a soprano-baritone 


| Producer: Funt 
| Director: John Peyser 


CANDID CAMERA 
With Ailen Funt, guests: Ken Rob- 
erts, announcer 


30 Mins., Mon., 9 p.m. 
PHILIP MORRIS 
CBS, from N. i ' 

w 





duo, backgrounded by an instru-| 
mental trio consisting of Bob > 
James, piano; Bernie Smith, gui- 
tar, and Kenny Riehl, accordion, | 
a nice session of relaxing music is 
dished out. Mary Alice Hadley 
has devised a couple sets, one the 
neon lighted marquee of the Lit- 
tle Rendargveus nioht eluh and an_, 
interior set, both 
used alternately to 
slight story line. 
Thread of the show is boy-girl 
situation, with couple having a spat 
over some inconsequential words. 
Off-stage voice of Bob Kay, an- 
nouncer, weaves a bit of romantic 
gab bringing out that the dulcet 
tones of the guitar brings the lov- 
ers together. That's about all 
there is to the story, but it’s 
enough to give Joyce Lloyd and 
Harold Ronk an opportunity to 
warble “Lover Come Back to Me,” 
“You're Breaking My Heart,” and 
the clincher tune, “Together.” 
Singers have robust, fresh voices, 
and registered’ vocally. Their 
movements were a trifle on the 
stilted side, but both will probably 
loosen up as they become more 
familiar with the TV medium 
Nice trio work by piano, guitar 
and accordion Closeups were fo- 
cused on Bernie Smith’s guitar for 
the most part, giving a near view 
of his dextrous fingerwork. Boys 
concentrate on their playing, and 
appear indifferent to the camera. 
Burt Blackwell turned in a neat 
production-direction job on_ this 
one, and the idea is good. Vocalists 
could limber up a bit, but vocally 
they delivered. Program crediis 
are listed at the end of the show. 
Wied. 


of which are 
carry out a 














A whole state is locking at 





C 


Wu said television is just a “big city” medium? 
Practically a whole STATE is looking at WKY-TV! And here’s 


why. We have a 966 foot antenna... an extremely 


favorable terrain ... the perfect channel 4 frequency ... the finest 
modern equipment, plus the priceless ingredient . . . listener 
loyalty ... built up over the years by WKY-AM. All these things add 








WKY Oklo 


Ukiahor 


THE KATZ AGENCY, INC 


up to the fact that Oklahoma's first television station is 
ALL Oklahoma's station. Your KATZ representative will be 
glad to give you the facts and figures. 


CHANNEL 4+ OKLAHOMA\CITY 








|! good selling job. 





Allen Funt’s original radio show, 


FIRESIDE THEATRE 

Producers: Frank Wisbar, George 
Moscov 

Released through General Televi- 
sion Enterprises 

30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(Compton ) 

& Gamble’s 


Procter “Fireside 


“Candid ers. has been re- 'Theatre” experimented with a va- 


vived as “Candid Camera” to suit 
the new medium. People caught off 
guard, revealing natural instincts, 


when handled as informally, yet as 
expertly, as Funt does, they put on 
a sock show. 

The former NBC-TV sustainer 
‘NAS NOW KECOMe OBS ComMere-st, 
with Philip Morris sponsoring it in 
place in the Tex and Jinx Mc- 
Crary “Preview” show. Sponsor not 
only gets a good program but the 
added selling value of some un- 
usual type commercials. “Only the 
people on this show do the com- 
mercials,” says Funt, disdaining an- 
nouncer Roberts’ efforts. And he’s 
right. Unsuspecting subjects work 
in praise for Philip Morris effec- 
tively, following Funt’s ingenious 
line. It’s hep selling. 

Funt’s informal, open manner, 
his careless appearance and easy 
approach, are surefire for this pro- 
gram. But more so is his unerring 
choice of subjects. His scheme is to 
engage unsuspecting persons in odd 
conversations, snapping them 
meanwhile for future tele showing. 
On Monday’s (22) program, he was 
in a Bronx cosmetic shop, telling a 
girl her makeup was al! wrong and 
convincing her of it. Or bewilder- 
ing a 70-year-old peddler of laces 
with a $10 purchase. Or puzzling a 
messenger with a mixup on name 
and address. Or using an attractive 
young lady, and an old man, for 
cigaret tests (the meantime getting 
in some neat plugs for Philip Mor- 
ris). 

Funt picks some wonderful faces, 
the while his free-and-easy person- 
ality disarms people and gets them 
to give. He has a seven-year-old 
whom he was lecturing on snitch- 
ing rides on trucks, and the kid’s 
various facial expressions as Funt 
promised him $10 to sign a pledge 
never to repeat the snitch, were 
something for Hollywood to envy. 
The naturainess of the woman in 
the umbrella shop arguing with 
Funt over the $1.50 repair charge 
made another honey of a vignette. 

Funt used the studio, and conver- 
sations with Roberts, as an easy 
bridge between sequences. Roberts 
contributed his share by asking 
Funt the questions the viewers 
must have had in mind—did he 
| prepare his plots in advance: how 
|}come the unsuspecting persons 
looked so often at the camera, etc. 
| Bron. 





SUSPENSE 
With Lon McAllister, Edgar Stehli, 
Harold Stone, others 
| Producer-Director: Robert Stevens 
| Writer: Larry Marcus 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m, 
| ELECTRIC AUTO-LITE 
| CBS-TV, from N. Y. 


(Newell-Emmett) | 


Televised version of “Suspense,” 
which has had a long, prosperous 
| run on radio, returned to CBS-TY | 
| Tuesday night (6) after a two- 
| month hiatus with the same for- 
mat as last season’s—and that’s 
good. Unlike the radio series, 
which often leans towards horror 
and the gruesome, the TV shows 
| have stuck pretty closely to estab- 
lishing the factor implied in the 
| title, and with fine results. Series 
| Should have little difficulty in cop- 
ping the same high ratings. it 
snared last year. 

New season's kickoff marked 
the eastern video bow of film ac- 
tor Lon McAllister, starring in an. 
adaptation of Larry Marcus’ 
“Lunch-box.” Story itself was 
gpanes with suspense in mind, and | 

urner Bullock and Frank Gabriel- 
son, who adapted it for TV, did an 
excellent job in maintaining that 
quality. With producer-director 
Robert Stevens pointing the cast in 
that direction, the show achieved 
what it set out to do. 

McAllister was cast as a young 
factory worker whose father years 
previously had become a cripple 
as the result of an accident in the 
same plant. To get revenge, the 


.|demented old man convinced the 


son to carry a time bomb in his 
lunch-box, which would have blown 
the entire works sky-high. Son 
then raced against time to leave 
the factory before the explosion 
and made it. But, through a 
switch in lunch-boxes, he carried 
the bomb away from him. McAllis- 
ter did a neat job in projecting 
both the horror he felt and his 
desperate anxiety to get out of 
| the plant in time. 

| Auto-lite commercials also re- 
| peated last season's format. After 
|; an opening plug, announce- Rex 
Marshall capably handled the mid- 
die insert and the well-produced 
“stop-action” cartoon rounded off 
the show. Combined, ow OF a) 
tal. 





With Morton Downey, 


riety of formats, both live and film, 


| when it was on the air last season. 


impulses, reactions, will amuse, in- | 
'trigue or otherwise entertain. And 


For this year’s lineup, the soap out- 


fit has signed a deal with General 
Television Enterprises, new indie 
vidfilm distributors, for a series of 
52 quarter-hour films, which are 
run as a weekly double feature. 


Pix are produced by Holiywooa in- ~ 


dies and if the preem show's 
double-bill Tuesday night (6) was 
any indication, P&G can look for- 
ward to a successful video season. 
Program was entertaining enough 
in itself to attract a good audience 
and, of course, the fact it is slot- 
ted immediately after Milton 
Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre” 
(which returns next Tuesday (20) ), 
won't hurt the ratings. 


Each of the 15-minute films car- 
ries a reported negative cost of $5,- 
000, which makes them bigtime pro- 
ductions. And the two scanned on 
the opener reflected the high bud- 
gets in all phases of production, 
from acting to camera work and 
sets. First of them, “Smooth Fin- 
gers,” was produced by George 
Moscov. Story of a couple of 
Jimmy Valentine crooks, it was 
goud, Dut a teleagrs; 
ing hurt its impact. “Germelshau- 
sen,” produced by Frank Wisbar, 
was much better. A fantasy based 
on an old Germah legend about a 
buried city which rises to the sur- 
face every 100 years, it could 
match in production quality, story, 
etc., any Hollywood-produced two- 
reeler. 

Films were naturally lensed with 
video's restrictions in mind, which 
meant a minimum of longshois and 
scenic detail. Lighting for the 
most part was good, although the 
low key illumination used for the 
night sequences in “Fingers” failed 
to show to full advantage. Actors 
in both were competent profession- 
als. This series, incidentally, might 
serve as a good break-in medium 
for many thesping hopefuls trying 
to crash the major Hollywood 
studios. 

P&G plugs. also on film, occu- 
pied the usual openiag, middle and 
closing positions and did an ade- 
quate huckstering job on Crisco, 
Ivory and Duz. Use of a fireside 
scene to introduce both of the pix 
was good but might carry out the 
title motif better if it showed an 
audience sitting around the fire- 
place. Stal. 


MOHAWK SHOWROOM 
Carmen 
Mastren; Bob Stanton, announcer 


| Producer: Roger Muir 
‘Director: Doug Rodgers 


15 Mins.; Mon., Wed., Fri., 7:30 


p.m, 
MOHAWK CARPETS 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
(George Nelson) 


Morton Downey and the “Mo- 
hawk Showroom” returned to 
NBC-TV Monday night (12) after 
a six-week vacation with the same 
type of warm-hearted musicale 
presented last season. As last 
year, Downey will hold down the 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
spots on his own, with Roberta 
Quinlan starring on the “Show- 


,|room” Tuesdays and Thursdays 


with guest talent. 


On Monday night's preem, 
Downey generated the same ex- 
uberant feeling displayed on TV 
before his hiatus. Show's format 
is similar to many other 15-minute 
musical strips on the air but, be- 
cause of Downey’s easy personality 
and knowing way with a song, this 
one tops them all. Because he appar- 


| ently has such a good time singing, 


the audience picks up the mood 


-and has a good time with him. 


That quality was visibly demon- 
strated Monday, when he brought 
Miss Quinlan up from the studio 


(Continued on page 38) 











CHICAGO SUN-TIMES’ 
COMIC CAPERS 
5ist Week—WBKB 
AMERICAN NATIONAL VIDEO 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
17 N. Wabash, Chicage 
Phone: Financial 6-2255 

















HAD ENOUGH? 


if you own a complet+. ready-to-go 
series of Film programs, have been 
horsed around@ the big agencies and 
sneered at by Yhe networks... you 
wiil be interested to know that an 
Individuel who can Sei! your product 
Immediately for Spensorship can be 
reached at the followin address. 
ROX 432, VARIETY, 154 . 46th Bt., 
New York 19. 
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Pitt Bus Lines Sign For 
WKJF Transitcasting 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 13. 

Pittsburgh’s latest innovation in 
the advertising-entertainment field, 
transitcasting, was inaugurated last 
week by the town’s only exclusive 
FM station, WKJF. Major Law- 
rence teed off the service with a 
brief address, complimenting 
“business concerns of this city for 
finding a new voice io seii their 
wares.” 

Transitcasting will be made up 
of music, news, weather reports 
and shopping guides interspei Sé 
with the commercials, and already 
signed up are the buses of Mon- 





tour Motor Coach, Bamford Bros 
Oriole Motor Coach, Morrell and | 
Lorish, Deere Bros. and Trafford | 
Motor Coach 

Charles E. Dewey. Jr.. who re- | 
cently replaced Lee Phillips as| 
manager of WKJF. is said to be | 
turning his sights now on street- | 
cars as well as buses as an outlet 
for transitcasting. 


New Tele Biz 


ABC-TV has sold two of the 
three nights on its roller derby 
series, which will be aired from 














has bought the Thursday hour, 
via McCann - Erickson, Chevrolet 
Dealers are picking up the first 
half hour on Mondays. through | 
Campbell-Ewald, on WJZ-TV. N.Y.., 
but may expand sponsorship to | 
other stations of the web. Blatz| 
Beer is taking the second half of | 
the Monday broadcasts, through 
Henri, Hurst and McDonald. The 
Friday broadcasts are available. 
Ken Neidel, officia! Roller Derby 
announcer, and Joe Hasel, ABC 
sportscaster, will handie the de- 
scription. 

“Sport of Call.” 15-minute sports 
commentary with Guy Lebow will 
be bankrolled by Rega! Electronics 
Corp. before all football games 
carried this fall by the N. Y. Daily 
News’ WPIX. Contract was placed 
direct. Station will pick up. among 
others, five home games of Yale 
Univ. 

WPIX this week also signed con- 
tracts for spot commercials with 
the following sponsors: John B. 
Stetson Co., through Kenyon & 
Eckhardt; Schaefer Beer, through 
BBD&O; Birds-Eye-Snider Division 
of General Foods, through Young 
& Rubicam, and Doubleday & Co., 
through Huber Hoge. 

WGN-TV, Chi, reported Fohr- 
man Motors will sponsor wrestling 
matches on Tuesday nights with 
Jack Brickhouse reporting, for 13 
weeks through Malcolm-Howard 
agency. Telephone quiz tor prizes 
staged at intermission; _Isbell’s 
will sponsor a 15 min. musical with 
Nancy Wright and Norm Shearer 
each Sat. preceding the football 
telecasts, starting Sept. 24 for dura- 
tion of grid season: and announce- 
ments for Burke Motors through 
Kirkland agency. 

WNBQ, Chi, reported Better 
Brands will sponsor 15 minutes, 
five a week, of newscast for Miller 
High Life Beer through the Frank 
Nahser agency; and announcements 
for Bowman Dairy through J. Wal- 
ter Thompson agency. 

WBKB, Chi, reported Peter Fox 
Brewing will sponsor Cardinals 
Football Club each Tues., showing 
film highlights of preceding week's 
game, Carroll Dean Murphy 
agency handles: Burgess Handi- 
craft will bankroll “Here's How,” a 
30 min. hobby show with Phil 
Lewis starting Sept. 27 through 
Fogarty agency; and participations 
for Mark Jay Sales through Law- 
rence agency; and for Allied Chair, 
direct. 





WGN-TV, Chi, reported Rosen’s 
Mens Store will sponsor a new 
sports quiz, titted “Sports Payoff,” 
30 minutes, once weekly with Jack 
Brickhouse conducting. through 
William Futterman agency. Alse, 
Spiegel, Inc., will bankroll “Cata- 
log Quiz,” 15 minutes, Monday 
through Friday, for 52 weeks 
through Schwimmer & Scott 
agency; and announcements for 
Durkee Foods through Wendel 
Munech agency; S. O. S. Co. 
through McCann, Erickson agency; 
and Dandrug Corp. through Casler, 
Hempstead & Hanford agency. 

WENR-TY, Chi, rep»rted Local 
Loan will. sponsor bexing bouts 
from Rain Arena for 52 weeks 
Starting Sept. 20 through Van 

ker agency; and announcements 
for Canadian Ace Beer through 
Weitzman agency: Griffith Labs 
through Wendel Muench agency; 
Ruhnke Industrial Blower's through 
Guenther Bradford agency: Fine- 





Thomas Motors, likewise through 
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IT STOLE IN quietly on the night 
of August 14, 1949, at 9:10 PM, 
and quivered brilliantly at Chan- 
nel 9 on the screens of thousands 
of television receivers. WOR-tv, 
sister station of powerful WOR, 
had opened its eyes; WOR-tv was 
on the air. 

To paraphrase Hollywood, it 
was a “sneak-view’’: a heart-in- 
the-mouth, experimental “rush” 
on which hinged the hopes and 
ragged nerves of hundreds of 
WOR technicians, engineers and 
their cooperating contractors, 
steelmen, laborers and consult- 
ants. 

A limp tele-man turned qui- 
etly to Jack Poppele, WOR chief 
engineer, and said, “Gosh, no 
ghosts.” Jack didn’t answer; just 
smiled. 

No, there were no ghosts on 
WOR.-tv, though there was a fade 
in the corner, which has been 
corrected. And there have been 
no ghosts since . . . and no fades. 

, WOR-tv was, and is, a healthy 
kid. 

That was 9:10 PM. 

At9:30 PM, the WOR switch- 
board began to crackle. It crac- 
kled approximately 1300 times 
until 11:00 PM. “Gee,” phoned 
a man in Poughkeepsie, “the 
thing’s the brightest I've seen!” 
There were six or eight calls 
from Poughkeepsie. There were 
about five-hundred calls from 
New York City; four from Pat- 
chogue, which is a long way out 
on Long Island. There were calls 
from Schenectady, Stroudsburg, 
Pa. There were calls from as far 
as 100 miles away. Wonderful 
calls; calls using words like, 
“brilliant”, “so clear”, “crisp”, 

;“astounding”. They were good 
to hear. 

WOR kept that brilliant sig- 
nal soaring from its great tower 


the ghost 


that wasn't 
here 








1050 feet above sea level on the 
rambling Jersey shore, and then 
-—deep breath — it flashed the 
Dodgers-Phillies game on the 
night of August 16th. Good? 
Well, gentlemen, for three hours 
WOR-iv blottered that game 
with all the brilliance of a sun- 
sprayed mirror! Again — calls 
of congratulation, letters, post- 
cards. Beautiful, enthusiastic 
congratulatory bedlam. 


WOR-tv was a smash in its 
first long pants! 


You see, WOR waited on tv 
development, but it waited ready 
and aware. It waited like a run- 
ner waits for the starting gun. 
“There's a time”, thought WOR. 
“And in that time we can plan 
a better and more reliable in 





vesiment for our advertisers and 
their agencies and a better and 
more satisfying thing to see — 
something that will greet the 
eyes of hundreds of thousands 
with a new kind of information 
and entertainment. That is what 
we planned and that is what we 
thought about a television station 
named WOR-tv, on Channel 9, 
in New York.” 

Yes, that’s what WOR 
planned and, like its brother, 
WOIC, in Washington, it’s going 
to be a money-maker for its ad- 
vertisers from the day of its first 
commercial. Because that’s what 
WOR'’s philosophy has been for 
more than a quarter-century—a 
Station that serves its adver- 
tisers, and its listeners, to the hilt. 
profitably, for less. 


WOR and WOR-tv, 


in New York 
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dusiry since bigtime video initially 
projected itself. It was what the 
affiliates wanted to hear. If there 
was no reference at all to a dimin- 
ishing returns in NBC network bill- 
ings this year or that the accumu- 


lative effect of the loss of some 
major stars and their accounts 
won't actually be felt until the fall 
season stars rolling, the affiliate 
boys showed little concern. Fo! 
Trammeiis performance titeratts 
bowled ‘em over, and as far as thet 
own individual operations are con- 


cerned. business has been good and 
continues to look up 


Trammell told them to _ stop 
worrying; that the panic is ove! 
, that there's little danger of the 
economic props being pulled from 
under the broadcasters. “We were 
shaken by the easy prophecies that 
radio was all washed up—even be- 
fore TV itself was profitable,” he 
said We. too, ‘substituted fear 
for reason and action. But a look 


ai the piain facts would have dem- 
onstrated that there was no basis 


for the fear of collapse. Today, all 
indications are that the scare 1s 
over; businessmen are beginning to 
seize their opportunities with new 
energy and planning.” 

Trammell said it was time for 
the broadcasting industry to revi- 


talize its selling and promotion job 


to win the race for the advertising 
dollar. Backed by researcher Hugh 
Beville’s charts and sales brain- 


truster Harry Kopf's figures, Tram- 
mell made an all-out pitch to dem- 
onstrate that radio not only re- 
mains but will continue to remain 


for vears the best advertising buy 
in the whole wide media range 
“Years will pass before teievision 


will have half as much coverage,” 
he declared 

Trammell told the affiliates that, 
despite the top talent deflections, 
NBC goes into the fall season with 
only five open half-hours between 
8 and 11 p.m., compared to CBS’ 
10 half-hours, while ABC has 13 
heurs and 45 minutes and Mutual 
has 17 hours. He told them that 
the network is completely sold out 
daytime, Monday through Friday, 
with the exception of 15 minutes, 
and thought that the promotion- 
program job inaugurated since the 
Chicago meeting not only made 
but redounds to the credit of 
network and the industry. 


Beville took up where Trammell 
left off. making much of the fact 
that more radios have been sold in 
the past three years than the total 
combined number of _ toasters, 
washing machines, refrigerators 
and vacuum cleaners, and that the 


increase in radio listening has ex- 
Senet en 


sense 


the 





Affiliates Buy ‘NBC Story’ 
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ceeded the growth among any 
other media ’ 
As far as NBC's competitive sit- 
uation is concerned, Beville said 
every measurement survey to date 
proves that NBC is ahead of all its 
competitors in its coverage of the 
nation’s families 
Kopf said the 
affiliates sold to 
climbed to an average 
this fa!! as camnared with 
of 83 in January 1949 
described this as an all-time 
for NBC and a higher figure 
anv other network 
There no 
N Be Story got a 
briet 


of NBC 
advertisers has 
of 91° for 
an aver- 

He 
record 
than 


number 


that the 
Creen- 


was doubt 
smash 


reception 
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the top talent to CBS 
and in the bid to regain program 
supremacy It was generally con- 
ceded that program chief Tom Mc- 
Cray rates an affiliate bow, opinion 
being that, in the “effort” depart- 
ment been batting 1,000°, 
The projection of “Radio City Play- 


the loss ol 


he's 


house “Dragnet,” and the Dick 
Poweii Stiow as bicsieaRauc-CatrTant 
to make up the star deficits, it was 


further conceded, adds up to quite 
an achievement, it being recog- 
nized that a three-show payoff from 
the flock of summer program ex- 
perimentations represents an ac- 
complishment of no mean sort 
But some of the SPAC members 
were still not satisfied, and the fact 


that the affiliate committee, after 
listening to an exhaustive break- 
down of new programming by 


Trammell and McCray, agreed not 
to disagree with the network chief- 
tains, was attributed to a desire to 
further network-affiliate harmony 
rather than a firm conviction that 
NBC had solved its program prob- 
lem 

Some, for 
explanation 


instance, wanted an 
for the CBS vs. NBC 
summer sustainer lineup, as was 
broken down in a recent issue of 
Variery, in which the Columbia 
entrants got the best of it from a 
Hooper standpoint But beyond 
that, the SPAC delegation seemed 
quite at a loss in volunteering how 
to improve on McCray’s efforts. 

Martin-Lewis Dilemma 

Some of the SPAC delegation 
would like to see NBC a little more 
firm in liquidating shows which 
they feel are getting too much 
nursing and don’t warrant such 
coddling. Some feel, for example, 
that Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
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A cumulative weekly rating of 30.9! Close to s half-million people 


_ every week! That's what you get when you buy ‘‘The Housewives 
Protective League —Sunrise Salute’’ combination on 50,000-watt KMOX. 
Write, wire or phone Radio Sales for the whole story. 


the web’s most costly sustainer ($9,- | 
000 a week), have failed to justify 
the expenditure of such lavish at- 
tention and coin, so far as their 
radio careers are concerned; that 
the show has not made any ad- 
vancement since the beginning 
despite the super ballyhoo job, and 
that NBC would be better off ac- 
knowledging the mistake. 

While the affiliates are willing 
to agree that “miracles don’t hap- 
pen overnight” and that the best 
of comedy shows in radio took 
years to nurse and develop, they're 
equally certain that Martin & 
Lewis would have demonstrated 
by now such potentialities 


| NBC Liquor Nix | 
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final on auditioning the 


mercials and the program 


Sa\ com- 


ABC Leaves the Door Open 
Fort Worth, Sept. 13 
is turning thumbs down on 
liquor accounts “at the present 
time.” executive veepee Bob Kint- 
ner told the web's Texas affiliates 
yesterday (Mon.). However, Kint 
ner left the deor ajar by saying 
that the ban is “for the present” 
and by stressing that the net feels 
broadcasters have the same right 
to accept the whiskey business un 
proper safeguards that maga- 
and newspapers have 


ABC 


der 
zines 

“There is at the present a divid 
ed feeling on the part of the 
liquor industry itself.” the web 
exec said. “Various important or- 
ganizations and_ significant seg- 
ments of public opinion through- 
out the country have evidenced 
their strong disapproval of such 
sponsored programs. And there 
have been certain indications that 
if liquor advertising over the ra- 
dio were accepted now. a cam- 
paign to prohibit the advertising 
of wine and beer on radio would 
be undertaken, both nationally and 
on a state level. We feel that any 


further restrictions on the opera- 
tion of radio would not be in the 
public interest.” 
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networks pay the line charges, 
etc.'. The NBC contingent couldn't 
possibly see how any network 


could survive under such terms in 
view of the excessive television 
costs as compared to radio. It 
was conceded that Columbia board , 
chairman William S. Paley was 
willing to go out on a financial | 


limb and carry the load to assure | 
himself crack TV facilities, since | 


he had missed the AM boat by! 
| coming into radio long after NBC | 
had grabbed off the nation’s cream | 
stations. 
Free Hour Problem 
2. The affiliates broached the! 
subject of keeping the free hours 
to the same 16 as in radio, but 
this, it’s known, was rejected by | 
NBC, and at convention signoff | 
time there was some talk of 17 
or 18 hours. However, it’s consid- 
ered more likely that the stations 


will wind up settling for 21 or 22 
hours. 


3. The whole question of wheth- 
er networ': television is economi- 
cally feasible was prominently 
projected. Denny, who gave a cal- 
culated study of facts, figures and 
charts, expressed the belief that 
a way would be found of network- 
ing coast-to-coast television on a 
sound economic basis, but earlier 
in the convention prexy Niles 
Trammell sounded a more ominous 
note, asserting that as yet NBC 
has failed to come up with figures 
or any proof that network TV 
could be operated on a sound eco- 
;nomic basis. The inference was 
that the solution might lie either 
in regional network telecasting or 








| finding some other breakdown 
| method 
ri . . | 

4. With NBC now paying 70°% 


of the cable cost on interconnect- 
ed stations, and with overall costs 
of TV facilities exceeding radio 
by approximately seven times, 
NBC is inciined to think that the 
stations are being unreasonabie in 
| their demands and they zan’t' pos- 
sibly get as much as they expect 
in the way of a contrac! It’s felt 
that the stations are c«pitalizing 
on the competitive situation exist- 
ing between networks and thus 
|feel that they can dictate terms. 
Further, with some stations report- | 
ing that they’re approaching “| 
black ink or break-even status, 
NBC feels that the real financial | 
burden ($4,000,000 in 1949) falls | 








Highlights of Trammell Talk 


White Sulphur Springs, Sept. 13. 
“The broadcasting industry must revitalize its selling and pro- 


motion 


-fiorts to win the race for the advertising dollar. Program 


techniques must be made part and parcel of seliing and promotion 
plans s@ that the radio efforts will be concentrated upon the in- 


dustry’s principal 


commodity—lis 


tenership. 


“During the period of television’s growth, no medium will dupli- 
cate in massive coverage, technique and economy, the job that radio 


can do for the advertiser. 


But sometimes we ourselves need a few 


reminders about the basic advantages of our own radio medium. 


Here are some of those reminders: 
More than 94% 

own at least one radio set and there are 20,000,000 additional sets 
| in cats, Git ef doors aiid i public pidces. 


reach everybody. 


Radio is universal. It can 
of the families in this country 


Rtdis Win pass dis vic 


television will have half as much coverage. 


“As a universal medium, radio is selective. 
the upper income families—over 98% 


It can reach all of 
of this group own radios— 


and it can reach almost the same proportion of the middle-income 


families. It reaches teenagers, 


ability to cover all markets. 


over 64% 
sets and offer a tremendous market potential. 
housewives, who listen in large numbers. 


of whom own their own 
It reaches and holds 
It is unmatched in its 


“Radio is economical 
and comparatively. Since 
sand liste d 
largest 
up 7% 


ners has 
weekly magazine 


during the same period 


—a better buy than ever before, 
1939 the 
decreased 23% 

has increased 17°¢, 


absolutelg 
"s cost per thou- 
thousand for the 
with daily newspapers 


NBC network 
The cost per 


“Radice 
over 
In 1948, 


is getting bigger 


all the time. 
5,000,000 families have been added to the radio population. 
radie families increased by over 1,600,000—an 


In the past three years 


increase 


which alone exceeded the total television families at the end of the 


year. 


This trend is continuing for the period immediately ahead. 


“Everything we know points to the conclusion that it will be 
some time before audience diversion to television will offset the 
huge bonus circulation which radio has been accumulating since 


1939. 


Certainly for the next few years radio will continue to be 


ine most massive and economical of aH media and the best buy for 


most advertisers, 


“While radio remains the basic 


country by storm. It is not 
tising media. It is also the 


only the 
ideal 
products and dramatizing services right in the 
question that television pays off for the 


television is taking the 
forceful of all adver- 
dium, demonstrating 
There 


medtum, 

most 
selling ms 
hore is 70 


advertiser. 


“In our approach to organization in the network field we are 
seeking to eliminate any possibility of burdening radio with tele- 


vision or burdening television with radio. 


We are doing that be- 


cause we have abounding faith in the future of both media—if they 
are developed and administered intelligently to meet changing re- 


quirements. 


“While a year ago NBC had an interconnected network of only 


seven stations on the east coast, 


it will have an interconnected net- 


work of 28 stations in the east and midwest by the end of this year. 
These, plus the 20 non-interconnected stations will give NBC a 
total of 46. The increase in facilities has extended NBC’s network 
television coverage area to a population of over 51,000,000 for the 


interconnected stations alone. 


Today 


NBC has 1912 hours sold to 


28 advertisers, compared with 834 sold to 18 advertisers a year 


ago. 


for DuMont. 


In number of total stations sold, NBC is way out in front 
with 770, compared to 338 for Columbia, 


260 for ABC and 227 


“NBC goes into the fall season in radio with only five evening 


half-hour periods between 8 and 11 p.m. 


for sale. This compares 


to 10 half-hours for CBS, 13 hours and 45 minutes for ABC and 


over 17 hours for Mutual. 


f NBC expects to sell at least one or two 
more periods of evening time by early fall. 


In the daytime, NBC 


is sold out solid, Monday through Friday, with the exception of 


one 15-minute strip.” 
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/on the network. Where, NBC, 
argues, would the stations be with- | 


out the web shows? Yet these 
same siations wani NBC io carry 
the whole load. 


5. Denny indicated that. on 
evolving a rate formula, payments 


| would be made to stations based 
The affili- , 


on circulation figures. 
ates want a guaranteed figure 
every six months on a fixed date. 
NBC can't see it that way, prefer- 
ring the more flexible formula to 
permit for a circulation rate. 


WOR-TV’s Old Knick Show 


A two-hour-long variety show 
from the Old Knick Music Hall 
is being wrapped up by WOR- 
TV, N. Y. Series will duplicate 
the program at the Old Knick and 
will include its Gay Nineties acts, 
community sings, and silent films 
with comic commentary. 

Paul Killiam is handling the 


| package. 
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Originals 


NEW “HEAVENLY HEIGHTS” 


Exquisitely beautiful...with air-light cork 
platform soles and hand-crafted sculp- 
tured details. Custom-made to your 
order in sizes 2-9... 
In all colors of suede or satin. As 
pictured with 2-inch platform, 
$32.95; 


. AAAA-C widths. 


with 1%-inch platform, 
$27.95. Other styles up t $75. 
Mail orders filled. 
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Tele Chatter 








New York 


Bernie London, now freelancing, 
signed to direct the CBS-TV ca- 
era crew on pickups of Columbia 


Univ. football games this fall, un- 
der Chesterfields’ sponsorship. 
Marty Glickman will call the play- 
by-play... Dennis James returns to 
calling the wrestling bouts for Du- 
Mont from Sunnyside Arena Sept. 
26. with boxing teeing off four 
days earlier...CBS-TV’s “This Is 
Galttaxr moving inte the. Srr- 
day night at 7:30 slot when Cros- 
lev assumes sponsorship Al Paul 
Lefton is the ad agency on the 
RCA account for sponsorship of 
the WFIL-TV (Philadelphia) news- 
reel NBC is the first network to 
subscribe to the TV-Network Hoop- 
eratings...John Nelson pianing in 
from the Coast to handie produc- 
tion reins on ABC-TV’s “Auction- 
Aire.” slated to bow in Sept. 30 
Russell Thorsen and J. Anthony 
Smythe now the only two members 
of the “One Man’s Family” radio 
cast to be retained for the video 
show by packager Carlton E. 
Morse. Program will be launched 
on NBC-TV in three weeks 
William H. Glasscock named exec | 
producer of TV Consultants 
Gladys Swarthout signed to star in 
a weekly series of TV shows titled 


“Music from Everywhere,” being 
baer sd ke Gara<d, Dick TV. Den 

pat Rage Hy Sesame s se = & f ‘ 

ductions Toby Deane’s Tele- 


phone Game” being extended from 
15 minutes to a full half-hour on 
WJZ-TV across-the-board Chuck 
Luchsinger, cartoonist on ABC- 
TV's “Cartoon Tele-Tales,” now 
doing quick-sketch commercials 
for Admiral on the same web's 
“Stop the Music” “Lend An Ear” 
will be the first Broadway legiter 


to be covered by CBS-TV's “To- 
night on Broadway,’ when the 
show preems Oct. 2 Burton 


Hoimes will launch a series of his 
travelogs on CBS-TV Oct. 2 under | 
sponsorship of the Atchison, To- 
peka & Santa Fe Alan Dinehart 
named director on CBS-TV’s “54th | 
Street Revue,” replacing Herbert 
Sussan, who takes over the up- 
coming “Little Show” Role of 
Dan Friendly on NBC-TV’s “Mar- 
tin Kane, Private Eve” was played 
by Walter Kinsella and not Horace 
McMahon as erratumed last week 

McMahon couldn't take the part 

because of a conflict with his ap- 
pearing in “Detective Story” legit- 


er Hugh James has taken over 

announcing assignment on ABC- 

TV's “Crusade in Europe.” 
Hollywood 


Phil Nasser televisign package 
was cinemascoped at KLAC-TV 
Saturday (10). Program is the first | 
in a series titled “Tales Out of the 
Shadow.” Nasser and John Darrow 
produced and directed, Leif Erik- 
son starred ... Don Rode has been 
inked by Don Taylor for top role. 
in video film, “Ship Ahoy.” .. . 
“Meet Me in Hollywood,’ KTLA 
man on the street interview pro- 

ram, will be sponsored starting 

pt. 23. Kaye Halbert, video re- | 
ceiver manufacturer, will pick up| 
the tab .. . KTLA has launched a) 
new video program, “City at Night.” | 
Show packaged by Klaus Lands-| 
berg, will be emceed by Keith | 
Hetherington and Dorothy Gar- | 
diner. KTLA cameras will tour the 
city setting up at Union station. 
airports, night courts, auctions and 
other places of momentary inter- 
est... Dick Darly has moved to, 
KECA-TV as program assistant | 
from KFMB, San Diego .. . Cotton | 
Warburton and Kenny Washington | 
will act as an advisory board to! 
Jimmy Vandiveer during the, 
KECA - TV telecasts of the USC-| 
UCLA football games. Vandiveer | 
will call the camera shots for the | 
Station. 


Chicago 
_ WBKB director Bill Balaban set-) 
ting up freelance production outfit 
to headline Willie Shore in a TV 
comedy series .. . Lewis Gomavitz 
Switched to NBC-TY to handle pro- 
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duction of “Kukla Fran and Ollie,” 
along with J. Walter Thompson's 
Beulah Zachary show, incidentally, 
makes guest shot at Wisconsin Out- 
door Exposition Sept. 17, which 


-- 
| 


won't be screened . . . Sarra, Inc.., | 


signed to make series of TV spots 
for Purity Bakeries through Young 
& Rubicam agency ... Producer 
Herb Laufman has inked actor 
Buddy Ebsen to do three separate 
TV shows, which will be peddled 
to agencies short!v , NBC-TY 
comic Dave Garroway to drive his 
own car in American Grand Prix 
auto race Sept. 17 at Watkin’s 
Glen, N. Y....WBKB flack Lynn 
Connelly married to Walter Dauno- 
ras Saturday ‘10). Bride will con- 
tinue as Red Quinlan’s assistant 








Columbus — John Rossiter. for- 
merly with WICU, Erie, last week 
was boosted from commercial man- 
ager to general manager of WTVN 
Edward Lamb television station in 
Columbus, which is, due on the air 
this month. 


! 


COOLEY DUMPED OFF 
‘HOFFMAN HAYRIDE’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 
Hoffman Radio Corp. has can- 
celled “Hoffman Hayride.” 
ing Spade Cooley, 


featur- | 
after 29 weeks | 


on KTLA. Hoffman was laying 
out $600 weekly for talent on 
program. 

Breakup came when Hoffman 


requested Cooley to do his regular 
Saturday show plus a Monday lay- 
out for the firm. Cooley refused 
twice weekly stint fearing that 
viewers would grow weary of his 
appearances, thus killing poten- 
tial impact. Hoffman cancelled 
riaVridae 
fusal. Radio firm will pick up tab 
on a new layout being prepared. 





b J a . 
TV’s Missouri Spread 
St. Louis, Sept. 13 
Union Electric Co. of Missouri 
reports 40,800 television receivers 
installed in KSD-TV area as of 
Sept. 1, of which 37,000 are resi- 
dential. 
Balance were installed in public 
places. 


” SECHUSE “OF COdiey s “Fe 


With N. Y. Tele Bldg. Still in Blueprint, 


~ Stations Holding 


None of the major television net- 
works or independent N. Y. sta- 
tions has yet negotiated for studio 


space in the projected new Tele- 
vision Building, which is to be 
erected on a full bleck on Broad- 
way in midtown Manhattan. Check 
by VARIETY revealed all stations 
still hardpressed for studio space 
but reluctant to make a commit- 
ment for a project which is still 
only in the biueprint Sfage.° ~~~ 

Plans for the building were an- 
nounced last week by Herbert J. 
Freezer, a shirt manufacturer who 
has obtained a 30-year lease on 
the property, which is the block 
bounded by 5lst and 52d streets, 
Broadway and Seventh avenue 
John Sloan Associates is handling 
the architecture. According to 
Freezer, the building will contain 
unbroken floor space for studios 
and rehearsal halls. He won't de- 
cide on the actual floor plans un- 
til he determines the requirements 


Off on Space Bids 


of his prospective lessees. Freezer 
said also he does not plan to install 
video equipment, expecting rather 
that any station or network leas- 
ing space will bring in their own 
cameras, control monitors, etc. 

Entire block, which now in- 
cludes Brandt's Republic theatre, 
a subsequent run house, is to be 
torn down and rebuilt. Freezer 
said space would be provided for 
stores on the street level but it 
was unlikely a new film theatre 
could be erected Questioned as 
to whether he had any previous 
connections with the TV industry, 
Freezer declared: “Yes, I watch 
the baseball games on television 
whenever I get a chance to see the 
teams I like.” 


Seattle—Milo Ryan, publicity 
director at KIRO, local CBS outlet, 
is leaving the station Sept. 15 be- 
cause of expansion of his stint in 
the radio schoo! at the Univ. of 
Washington. 
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audience to sit with him at the 
piano while he kidded through 
“Some Enchanted Evening.” _ 
Carmen Mastren aggregation 
backed Downey well. Bob Stanton 
handled the Mohawk plugs, doing 
an excellent selling job on the 
product. Stal. 


THIS IS YOUR CITY 

With John Tillman, narrator 

Writer: Paul Keough 

Directors: Clifford Evans, Ed Stas- 
heff, Fred Stange 

30 Mins., Thurs., 8:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WPIX, N. Y. 

This show has the possibility of 
growing into a firstrate documen- 
tary on the vast machinery of New 
York City’s municipal government 
Prepared in cooperativa with Clif- 
ford Evans, director of *he N. Y. C 
television unit, this bi-weekly se- 
ries is being projected as an inside 
tour of the various local depart- 
ments, covering housing, health, 
hospitals, transportation, police. 
firemen and sanitation. Each show 
will be based on a mixture of spe- 
cial films and live remotes. 

Initial show (8), unfortunately, 
was disappointing. With Mayor 
O'Dwyer on hand to introduce the 
series, the proceedings had an offi- 
cial, rather than an inside air. Sub- 
ject was housing and the treatment 
was once-lightly-over on the polly- 
anna side. Series of film clips of 
the various housing projects going 
up around the metropolitan area 
were repetitious and had no news 
angle. There was no attempt made 
to probe into the housing crisis and 
only the most platitudinous com- 
ments were offered. A brief skit 
depicting the plight of a veteran’s 
family, while neatly done, only 
made the evident more obvious. If 
the show, morever, doesn’t iose that 
official tone, some opposition can- 
didates in the upcoming elections 
are likely to yell “political propa- 
ganda.” Herm. 


AL MORGAN SHOW 
With Al ‘Morgan. Billy Chandler 
trio, Lenny Collyer 
Director: Don Cook 
30 Mins., Mon., 7:30 p.m. 
Co-op 
DUMONT, from Chicago. 
Pianist Al Morgan made his net- 
work debut along with the Billy 
Chandler trio and mimic Lenny 
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Collyer, but it wasn’t the same 
Morgan who's been causing a lo-; 
cal splash. This was a quieter, 
conservative version of the frenzied 
keyboard style that caused a TV 
stir hereabouts, and the show suf- 
fered as a result. 


Format was the same thing Mor- 
gan’s been using on WGN-TV pro- 
grams — plenty of piano numbers 
with songs to match; Billy Chand- 
ler group backing instrumentally, 
and a guest shot. Main camera ac- 
cent was directed to the flying 
fingers and keyboard trips that 
have made his playing outstanding. 

It might have been the first time 
on a net show that subdued Mor- 
gan, but he'd better get back to the 
carefree flailing manner of earlier 
days or his TY show will lose its 
appeal. Chandler trio could have 
been brought into the act more— 
they were solid on accompaniment 
but didn't get much chance to show 
their stuff. 

Lenny Collyer was a happy 
choice for guest. He offered skilled 
takeoffs of singers Billy Eckstine, 
Carmen Lombardo, Bill Kenny, 
Ted Lewis and Rose Murphy. Di- 
rection sagzed towards the end of 
the program when Morgan kidded 
with Chandler just before the sign- 
off. But the main trouble was that 
Morgan was too quiet, just wasn’t 
himself, Mart. 


PHOTOPLAY TIME 
With Wendy Barrie, Sonny Tufts, 
Mildred Hughes, Joan Barton, 
Carlotta Sherwood, Brock Pem- 
berton 
Producer-writer: Perry Lafferty 
30 Mins., Wed., 9 p. m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 
Wendy Barrie's brand of sophist- 
ication is aimed at fairly literate 
audiences. It’s a chi-chi brand of 
gab that she purveys and she’s one 
of the few glamor gals that can 
keep a show on a high pitch most 
of the time. 


In fact at her pace, she tends to 
make the surrounding performers 
a bit paie. For example, on the 
opening show, Sonny Tufts in self- 
defense had to assume a stance of 
a good-natured schmo. He pro- 
vided a strong contrast to the brit- 
tle gab by Miss Barrie. Producer 
Brock Pemberton, however, gave 
a respectable account of himself in 
discussing his fall plans. 

Camera work on the initial lay- 
out wasn't too well conceived. At 
times the orthicons panned on the 
back of the heads. There was a 
time when one camera got in the 
way of another. However, these 
faults are easily corrected. 

Miss Barrie, in the main, is able 
to keep the show going on the 
strength of her sparkle. Her ad- 
libs come off well and the scripted 
portions of the program are in 
keeping with the tenor established 
by the headliner. 

There are minor performers who 
are interviewed and these sessions 
come off extremely well. Joan 
Barton, Mildred Hughes and Car- 
lotta Sherwood contributed briefies 
for good all-around results. 

Jose. | 


With Dick Larkin, Naney Evans, 
Nancy Doran, Wally Reuhs, Rex 
Maupin orch 


Producer-director: Greg Garrison 
30 Mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 


ABC-TV, from Chicago 


ABC-TV's new musical package 
is an arty, ghostly program in 
which fine acts and clever camera 
tricks are nullified by an almost 
complete lack of audience tie-in. 
No intros, no studio audience, no 
applause—all combined to give an 
effect of other-world activity. 

It was a shame, too, because the 
calibre of the acts was topgrade, 
and the camera work brought in 
some interesting effects. Between 
haunting vocals by Nancy Evans 
and Dick Larkin. interpretive 
dances by Nancy Doran. and in- 
strumentals by the Rex Maupin 
orch, there were neat lens stunts 
catching puppets laughing. and 
dancing, horseback riding, besides 
an unusual shot of two manicurists 
at work, visible only by their 
hands 
and it wasn’t strong enough for 
TV. What the show needed were 
some intros which could be worked 




















DAVID BROEKMAN 








in without breaking the effect, and | 
give the viewers some chance to 
get in the show. “Revue” repre-| 
sented an attempt to get so far 
away from radio that the partici- 
pation factor was cancelled out en-| 
tirely. Mart. | 





THE UNKNOWN 
With Jack La Rue 
Writer: Douglas MacRae 

Director: Jack Balch 

15 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 

WPIX, N. Y. 


This series of suspense dramas 





has started out poorly, although 
there's undoubtedly a good idea 
underlying this attempt to link 


thesee weekly shows together via a 
common creeping atmosphere. Ini- 
tialer (12), however, was thinly 
written, crudely produced and in- 
adequately acted. This batting 
average can be lifted only if 
scripter Douglas MacRae shows 
more ingenuity and originality in 
turning out his material. While 
this series’ budget is obviously lim- 
ited, it’s no out for the preem’s flop. 


Prefaced by some formula aba- 
cadabra spoken by a shadowy fig- 
ure, story concerned a judge who 
is being menaced with death 
threats for sending a killer to the 
electric chair. Climax has the judge 
shooting his own son who is mis- 
taken for the criminal’s avenger. 
Twice during the quarter-hour, the 
cameras were dollied into range of 
each other and production person- 
nel were clearly visible at another 
point. Jack La Rue, in the piece’s 
solo role, played without conviction. 

Herm. 





Tele Followup 











“Phileo Television Piayhouse” 
launched its tiein with the Book 
of the Month Club Sunday night 
(11) with an adaptation of Frank 
Yerby’s current bestseller, “Pride’s 
Castle” via NBC-TV. Selection 
represented an unfortunate teeoff, 
since the bock was not the type 
that could suitably be condensed | 
into a one-hour legiter. Sam Car- 
ter’s adaptation missed completely 
the sweep of the story, emerging 
with enough cliches and trite situ- 
ations to make it resemble a sec- 
ond-rate soaper. 

Casting, too, while it featured 
three film names, was n.s.g. An- 
thony Quinn gave a highly inaccu- 
rate portrayal of Pride Dawson, his 
sulking characterization making it 
seem as though he still had “Street- 
car Named Desire” in mind the 
currently has the male lead on 
Broadway). Catherine McLeod was 
too stymied by the cliches to show 
much, but Louise Allbritton made 
out much better as Dawson's rich 
wife. Her looks and _ thesping 
ability gave a much-needed lift to 
the show. 

Program was backgrounded with 
some lush sets. Music and film 
clips were none too wel! integrated, 
but otherwise NBC-TV_ director 
or Duff handied his cameras 
we 





Consolidated Edison of New 
York bowed in as sponsor on 
WPIX’s “‘Tele-PIX Newsreel” Mon- 
day night (12), marking the first 
time a public utility has used TV 
in N. Y. as an ad medium. It was 


|too bad that the Daily News sta- 


tion's reel couldn't have had a bet- 
ter news break on the teeoff, such 
as one of those events on which it 
has consistently beat all other 
mediums. With nothing spectacu- 


| lar to cover, the reel was a good 
|roundup of the day’s events. 


John Tillman, permanent an- 
nouncer on the five-minute film 
roundup, did his usual capable job. 
Reel is supervised by Waiter En- 
gels and edited by Howard Heller. 
Agency for Con-Edison is BBD&O. 
which plugged the utility’s public 
service benefits in the clipped-in 
film commercial. 

“Leave It to the Girls” is com- 
prised chiefly of glamorpusses but 
even glam gals don’t always have 
that professional models’ walk, and | 
what looks good ahove the brain- 
trusting table is sometimes dissi- 
pated by that entrance as they 
walk to their places. Bill Slater 
did a good pinchhitting job for the 
absent femcee Maggi McNellis. 
with Guy Kibbee a frank rebuttaler 
io the committee comprising regu- 
lars Eloise McElhone, Robin 
Chandler and Florence Pritchett. 
Thyra Samter Winslow was the 
guestar. Per usual the show had 
sparkle. 





Dallas—Two new programs have 
made their debut here over KIXL 
which are to be sponsored by the 
A. Harris & Co., local department 
store. In the morning for a half- 
hour will be “Dell Rogers Recom- 
mends” and in the evening for a 
half-hour will be “What's New at 
Harris’.” Airings heard daily Mon- 


‘day through Friday. i 


97% of L.A. Taverns 
Have Video Receivers 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 


Recently completed survey 
among 3,000 tavern owners In Los 
Angeles County revealed that 97°% 
of all taverns in the area have tele- 


| vision receivers. Survey was taken 
' by KTTV with the cooperation of 
the California Tavern Assn. 


In addition to finding that only 


'8% of the taverns do not have 


video receivers, survey showed 
that 35% of sets installed are RCA 
receivers, with Philco pulling 25% 
and General Electric following. 

night proved to be the 


big television night locally. 


| ABC's ‘FBI’ 
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A A 2mm 














Continued from page 25 





in this country every 18 seconds. 
We believe that law enforcement 
must be properly portrayed if it is 
to counteract the effects of some 
of the more harmful types of pro- 
grams and I challenge any fair- 
minded observer to find a ‘biue- 
print for crime’ in any program of 
FBI.’ 

“If the program is bad, why does 
it enjoy a good Hooper rating? If 
it is a bad program, why have 
teachers’ associations singled it out 
as an educationa! program, why has 
it been endorsed by the Parent- 


| Teacher Assn. of St. Louis and by 


law enforcement agencies? 

“If ‘This Is Your FBI’ is bad 
then we might as well destroy our 
Bibles and the great books of lit- 
erature, for they, too, run the full 
gamut of man’s passions and foul 
deeds. It is likely that some stories 
have been responsible for the com- 
mission of crimes, but the remedy 
lies in investigating the forces in 
our society that have created men- 
tal instability in such youthful 
criminals.’ 

Nichols also said the program 
had the okay of J. Edgar Hoover, 
head man of FBI. Freund, who pre- 
viously had criticized the failure 
of the FBI to solve the vote fraud 


| case in Kansas City where a safe 


in the County courthouse was 
blown open in May, 1947, and the 
evidence stolen said, “Everyone 
seems to be agreed that the FBI 
is a fine organization but we in 
Missouri would be happy if the 
stolen Kansas City ballots could be 
recovered by the FBI and the cul- 
prits brought to task. But perhaps 
that’s one of these crimes impos- 
sible to solve that we hear so much 
about.” 


However, after Nicholas 
concluded his retort 


had 
Freund re- 


marked to the audience, “You see | & 
there are two sides to the question. | ; 
Let the record show that my re- | 


marks were the expression of the 
speaker's opinion and not neces- 
sarily that of the committee.” 
Nicholas let the matter drop after 
this remark. 


Freund announced his committee 
has agreed to conduct a survey to 
determine just what effect the ma- 
terial contained in radio programs, 
comic books and motion pictures 
has on human conduct, especially 
that of juveniles. 











Ratner 


Continued from page 25 





man to work with Housman. 
ner moves into the $60,000 a year 
class at Macy's, taking over his 
new spot on Nov. 1. 

Meanwhile 
thet Neal Hathaway. director of 
program promotion for CBS. is re- 
signing. He has been with the 
network for five years. Charles Op- 
penheim is slated to move into his 
spot. 

Ratner’s career at CBS goes back 
to 1930, when he was appointed 
assistant director of sales promo- 
tion. In 1935 he became director. 
He resigned CBS in 1941 to be- 
come a member of the planning 
board for Lord & Thomas and early 
in the war moved in as information 
specialist with the consumer divi- 
sion of the Office of Price Admin- 
istration and iater with the War 
Dept. 

Ratner returned to CBS in 1947 
after he had done some specialized 


promotion for the web while op- 
Wire, write or phone 


ast have presented a toughie | 


erating his. own company. 

a... between-Ratner intervals in 
the 
for CBS in sales promotion. For a 
stretch Paul Hollister held down 
the post. Oddly enough, he re- 
versed the procedure, coming to 
Columbia from the ad-public rela- 
tions post at Macy's, 


Rat- 


it's been disclosed | 


Productions 
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 


Bay State’s Wail 
Puts the “AVCO’ 
~ Finger on WALE 


Washington, Sept. 13. 


The ghost of the AVCO (Avia- 
tion Corp.) bidding system for 
station sales popped up last week 
in a petition filed with the FCC 
for dismissal of a request to re- 
voke the license of WALE in Fall 
River, Mass. Revocation action 
was brought by the Bay State 
Broadcasting Co. of the same city 
which filed an application for the 
1.400 ke facilities used by WALE. 
Bay State charged irregularities 
in WALE financial reports. 

Bay State’s action, WALE told 
the Commission, is actually an at- 
tempt to circumvent existing rules 
governing station transfers and to 
bring about, through an applica- 
tion for a construction permit, a 
reinstatement of the AVCO pro- 
cedure. WALE points out that 
Bay State’s application also offers 
to meet the terms of a contract 
for transfer of control of WALE 
to Bristol Broadcasting Co. 

Under present Commission rules, 
said WALE, Bay State “has no 
standing to prosecute a competing 
applicatisa fcr transfer of control” 
of WALE and has no right to be 
heard in any of the proceedings 
involved. 

The fact that Bay State’s appli- 
cation was filed on a form previ- 
ously used for AVCO proceedings 
does not entitle its rival to a hear- 
ing, WALE further contended, but 
in any event such a proceeding 
should be held after the revoca- 
tion request has been dismissed. 

WALE asked for prompt action 
on the case as its agreement for 
transfer expires Oct. 17. 





Toronto —- Former Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. announcer, W. 
A. (Doc) Lindsey, has joined the 
Baker Advertising Agency Ltd. as 
assistant radio director. He will 
retain his announcing chores on the 
“Kate Aitken Show,” “Take a 
Chance” and “Caravan of Melody.” 
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The Texas Rangers, stars of 
stage, screen, radio and tele- 
vision, early this summer 
made a personal appear- 
ance tour in the Midwest. 
| They are pictured here in 


Oklahoma City, when they 
were commissioned honor- 
ary Colonels of the State of 
Oklahoma by Governor 
Roy J. Turner. 


The Texas Rangers tran- 
scriptions, used on scores 
of stations from coast to 
coast, have achieved Hoop- 
eratings as high as 27.4. 


Advertisers and stations 
—ask about our new 
sales plan! 


ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
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Bell Intercon 


Continued from page 29 


thorized by the FCC, it said, “the. 


Bell system is in effect exercising 
a veto power with respect to any 
determination by the Commission 


... that common carrier video re- 
lay facilities between particular 
points are inadequate to meet the 
needs of the broadcaster.’ 


However, the report emphasized 
that interconnection between com- 
mon carrier and relays operated by 
other companies is a purely tem- 


porary measure designed to aid 
television until permanent facili- 
ties are generally available. “Those 


broadcasters who venture into the 
business of relaying television pro- 
grams,” it warned, “should plan to 
amortize their investments at the 


earliest possible date.” 


The Commission concluded that 
Bell policies are unlawful to the 
extent that they refuse service to 
subscribers who (1) desire inter- 
connections with broadcasters’ in- 
tercity channels authorized for TV 
use until common carrier facilities 
are available= (2) desire service to 
interconnect with video broadcast- 
ers’ private mobile picup equip- 
ment; and (3) desire to use inter- 
city channels in connection with 
video networks partially consti- 
tuted by direct pickup and relay of 
the TB broadcast signal of a TV 
broadcast station. 


The Commission left the ques- 
tion of possible need for operation 
of Western Union's video channels 
between New York and Phila- 
delphia on an interconnected basis 
with Bell facilities for considera- 
tion in further proceedings. 

Participating in the proceedings 
was DuMont, which operates an ex- 
perimental microwave relay station 
at Oxford, Conn., which picks up 
the TV signal of WABD in New 
York and relays that signal for re- 
broadcast by WMAC-TV in New 
Haven. 


Also participating was Philco, 
which operates a radio relay link 
providing a channel in each direc- 
tion between New York and Philly. 
Philco does not furnish relay serv- 
ice on a common carrier basis but 
on occasion has permitted use of 
| _____________ 


, ing 


its facilities by others without 
charge. 

The Commission has also li- 
censed microwave relay channels 
to General Electric Co., Balaban & 
Katz and NBC. 








Raytheon 
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ee arene 
& T. would wait for orders before 
constructing links.” 

In defense, Rugg explained that 
Raytheon, “intoxicated” by its ex- 
pansion as the result of fat 
contracts, went overboard in plan 
ning an extensive television setup, 
with its own network and connect- 
relay links. But this turned 
out to be an over-ambitious pro- 
gram, he said, and retraction was 
necessary. 

When Raytheon sales fell from 
$173,000,000 during the war to 
$66,000,000 in 1947. he said. the 
company “in equity was bankrupt” 
and found itself without available 
cash to finance the station. A\l- 
though it did have a large amount 
of cash in the bank, he said, the 
money was committed elsewhere. 

However, he said, conditions im- 
proved in the latter part of 1948 
and the company was able to 
spend $274,000 to complete the 
station. It is now in a position to 
operate on its own finances, he 
said, regardless of whether the 
transfer to CBS is approved. 


war 











Era of Manager 
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radio a resourcefulness and inven- 
tiveness that established local 
operations as a vital community 
cog, so, tou, it waa agreed, TV in 
the final analysis will stand or 
fall on the astuteness of the station 
manager. 

Panel participants included 
Eloise Smith Hanna, of WBRC-TV. 
Birmingham; Harold Hough, of 
WBAP-TV, Forth Worth; Bill Ryan, 


of KFI-TV, Hollywood: Robert 


D. Swezey and Edgar Stern, Jr., of | 
WDSU-TV, New Orleans; A. H.' 


Kirchhofer, of WBEN-TV, Buffalo; | 
Walter 


Milwaukee; Bob Thompson, of 


Damm, of WTAM-TV, 


WBEN-TV, Buffalo; George Bur- 


bach, of KSD-TV, St. Louis; Sid-| 


ney Fox, of KDYL-TV, Salt Lake 
City; Hank Siavick, of WMET, 
Memphis; John Outler, of WSB-TV, 
Atlanta; Walter Benoit, of WBZ- 
TV, Boston; Lyle DeMoss, of WOW- 
TV, Omaha; Walter Krebs, of 
WJAC-TV, Johnstown, Pa.: and 
r A. Sugg, of WK Y-TV, Oklahoma 
rity. 


| KTSL 
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its transmitter site on Mt 
where other six 


Wilson 
local outlets are 
housed. It is understood though 
that site will be padlocked and 
outlet will continue to beam from 
Mt. Lee if Don Lee does not get 
its permanent commercial license 
from the FCC. KTSL is currently 
on a 90-day temporary commercial 
license. 

Station has sold its live audience 
participation program, “What's the 
Name of That Song?” Tab is being 
picked up for 52 weeks by Thrifty 
Drug Stores. “Touchdown,” 13- 
week film series of last season’s 
big football games has also been 
sold, going to Los Angeles Buick 
Dealers. 


FEMME. PROGRAM T0 
BUCK GRID GAMES 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 


KFI-TV will angle its Saturday 
afternoon programming toward 
femme audience in an effort to 
buck KECA-TV's football telensing. 
KFI is the only outlet operating 
against KECA here. 

Indie station execs don't feel 
they can actually pull viewers from 
grid games but believe they will 
get a good perecntage of channel 
roamers plus a fluctuating audi- 
ence during a dull game. This, in 
addition to aé_ definite tunein 
market, will give outlet’s Satur- 
day schedule a good-sized audience 
pull. 








coming hearings, 


the public,” CBS said. If this com- 


patible system never becomes real- | 
ity, then the FCC would be forced | 


at some future time to authorize 
another system. At that time it 
would be necessary to adapt not the 
2,000,000 receivers now in use, but 
a possible 10,000,000 or 15,000,000 
sets. 

Least amount of economic dis‘o- 
cation is possible only by “prompt 
authorization of color television, 
previded such a system permits 
conversion of sets now on the mar- 
ket to celor at a reasonable cost,” 
the brief stated. “Columbia be- 
lieves that inherent in the kind of 
delays suggested by Philco are the 
very dangers of economic disloca- 
tion caused by the fact that, now 
that the issue of color television is 
being reconsidered, the public ap- 
petite is whetted with uncertain 
prospects of being satisfied. The 
result will be that a substantial 
number of potential buyers will 
defer purchase of any kind of set 
for an indefinite period.” 

CBS objected to views expressed 


by the Radio Manufacturers Assn. 
that “wide public use” of color 
might take several years Web 


said certain manufacturers testify- 
ing at the hearings would submit 
a much shorter timetable. Brief 
objected to what it claimed 
was an “assumption” by Philco that 
there must be a wide disparity in 
cost between standard black-and- 
white receivers and color receivers. 
Web understands, according to the 
brief, “that the manufacturers who 
have been cooperating with Colum- 
bia on production designs will sup- 
ply cost figures of a different na- 
ture.” 

In answer to a suggestion of the 
Allen B. DuMont Labs that an op- 
portunity should be afforded to 
compare side by side standard 
black-and-white receivers with 
color receivers, CBS agreed pro- 
vided the black-and-white sets “are 
of a type now commercially avail- 
able and in common use, and that 
the viewing conditions are normal.” 
CBS also agreed to arrange for the 


also 


CBS: ‘Who's Stalling?’ 


such a delay | 
would “threaten grave injury to) 





demonstration of “typical types of 
program material” requested by 
DuMont, “within reasonable limits 
of cost and convenience.” 


Brief also contained an objection 
by CBS to a Paramount proposal 
that there be an increase in the 
number of cities which would have 
both very-high frequency and ultra- 
high freguency transmitters. “If 
the Paramount proposal were ap- 
plied to larger cities, which, under 
the FCC proposal, would be all- 
VHF,” CBS said, “it would be nec- 
essary for the owners of more than 
ialf of the present TV sets to pur- 
chase frequency converters and 
UHF receiving antennas.” 


WPIX Swap 
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band and stagehands to make the 
telecast possible. They were im- 
pressed with how well Miss Piaf 
televised last year when WPIX 
covered her Versailles opening 
and figure the resultant publicity 
makes the extra cost worthwhile. 
All that, WPIX will pay, conse- 
quently, are the technical charges 
involved in setting up its cameras 
at the nitery 

Show _is_ scheduled for 10 p.m, 
First half-hour will comprise inter- 
views with guest celebs conducted 
by Lois Wilson, WPIX film com- 
mentator, and staffer John Till- 
man. Miss Piaf takes the floor at 
10:30 and the station will stay with 
her until the end of her first show. 


Jack Murphy wil direct the TV 
pickup. 
Columbus — Dr. William H. 


Ewing, program director for Ohio 
State University’s WOSU, is taking 
year’s leave of absence to act as 
visiting professor of speech in 
charge of radio broadcasting and 
student training at the University 
of Oregon. He will also be a mem- 
ber of the staff of KOAC, Corvallis, 
Glenn Elistrom, assistant program 
director at WOSU, moves up te 
take Ewing’s place. 











The Du Mont Television Network 
Telecasts from WGN-TV, Chicago as well as WABD, New York 


For the promotion-minded Midwest, Du Mont offers every facility for produc- 


ing the best in television through the studios of its Chicago offiliate, WGN-TV, 


National advertisers now have their choice of two originating cities, serving a 


list of stations which can be seen by 99% of the country’s television receivers! 
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Sarnoff Vs, Paley on Wax . 


The phonograph recording industry reflex on the Sarnoff (RCA)- 
Paley (CBS) feud persists that the entire record business is caught 
in the middle of the battle between the two captains of industry. 
The tiffing of the tycoons is no secret*climaxed by the recent CBS 
raids on NBC (RCA subsid) stars. 

It is still hoped that eventually the entire record and record 
player industry will retoo! so that all three speeds are accommo- 


dated on one machine. 


A new tack now is to build up the idea that 78 rpm will never be 


extinct. 


For a time, both Long Playing (33'3 rpm) aad RCA Vic- 


tor’s 45 rpm gave the impression that either or both would make 


78 obsolete. It's recognized that 


this needless stymie in the public 


mind has created too many big holes in sales volumes, even whiie 
both of the new processes were fighting for their place in the 


markets. 


x 








Diskers Seek § 


necial Royalty Rates : 


On Lesser Tunes Backing Hit Sides 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. * 


Capitol Records has a new ap- 
proach to the problem of saving 
royalty money on songs that hap- 
pen to be coupled on its disks with 
potential hit tunes being sent to 
market. During recent wteks Cap 
execs have been suggesting a plan 
to publishers who own copyrights 
coupled to they feel 
sell well Majority of times these 
backings never help Sales. 
has been asking publishers of these 
backings for special royalty rates 

Some months ago, Capitol got 
the idea that whenever it had 
something that looked hot, it would 
back that disk with an arrange- 
ment that was public domain, on 
which no royalty need be paid, or 
back it with a tune from one of its 
own music publishing firms. Such 
a procedure could save the disk 
company important coin over a 
year's time if enough hits were de- 
veloped, but it has not been ap- 
plied to any extent. 

Major and minor music publish- 
ers alike were, naturally, very 
much opposed to and hit against 
any such plan. Though they 
couldn't stop Cap from doing it, 
they felt that somewhere along the 
line they could make the company 
regret the practice. 

Cap’s new idea isn’t finding good 
reception from pubs, either. Lat- 
ter feel in most cases that, whetier 
or not a tune of tueirs happens to 
become coupled to a hit, they have 
an investment in and want to pro- 
mote the tune they submit to Capi- 
tol And because it happens to be 
backed with a stronger-selling 
melody is no reason why they 
should accept a lower royalty. 
Some pubs, of course, figure to ac- 
cept on a lower-rate-is-better-than- 
nothing basis. 

Capitol, however, is not the only 
company seeking special rates. All 
majors are doing it to varying de- 
grees—and frequently getting the 
concessions. Mostly they try when 
pubs present tunes that aren't 
“musts” for wax, such as show or 
film scores. Small publishers, who 
find it absolutely impossible to 
promote a song of any kind cur- 
rently without a recording, fre- 
quently don't have to be asked to 
reduce rates. They present the 


tunes will 


So Cap 


thought. But reductions are sought - 


from even major publishers by all 
major labels on all sorts of tunes. 


Band Review 


RUSS MORGAN ORCH (16) 
With Louanne Hogan 
Mark Hopkins Hotel, Frisco 
The emphasis which Russ ‘Jor- 
gas slants on attracting danc or 
activity is proving a patror aag- 
net here in Peacock Court, which 
is taking time out from specialty 
artists highlighted here in recent 
months by this hostelry. The sweet 
rhythms’ effected by Morgan's 
three violins, four sax, five brass, 
piano, drums and bass, with good 
choice of tunes, is scoring with im- 
epact, well-crowded floors being evie 
dence that the Morgan combo has 
the local pulse. 
Morgan pitches such as “So 
) nimy Yl “I Can't Believe It, But It's 
rue.” and “That’s My Weakness 
Now” with effectiveness, with 
enough novelty items scattered 
through sets to provide variety ap- 
eal. Song contributions are fur- 
her entertainment factors, with 
vocals by Louanne Hogan making 
for well-balanced compote. 
Peacock Court (575 capacity) 
well-filled when caught. Ted. 

















Satchmo’s 1-Nite Sked | 


London, Sept. 6. 
Louis (Satchmo) Armstrong has 
been set for a string of one-night 
stands opening Oct. 3 Itinerary 
includes Scandinavia, Holland, Bei- 


gium, Switzerland and Italy, with ; 
one-night concerts in England to 
follow 


Lew & Leslie Grade set the dates 
by arrangement with Joe Glaser. 





Lawrence Tooters Caught 
In Montana Freeze 


Butte, Sept. 13. 

Elliot L*wrence’s orchestra, one- 
nighting through this territory, 
was caugh’ shivering in the switch 
of weather in these parts last 
week, when parts of Montana re- 
corded a 12-inch snowfall. Snow it- 
self didn’t bother the band or its 
movements, it was the fact that 
Lawrence and his sidemen were 
caught with nothing but summer 


clothing. And they ran into a 
temperatur. reading one night of 
seven abov. zero. 


Lawrence himself, a proponent 
of sweaters, wore three at one 
time to keep himself warm. 


- VARIETY 


Disk Jockey Review 


BREAKFAST WITH BILL 
With Bill Myers 

‘2 firs., 7:05 a.m., Mon.-to-Fri. 
Sustaining 

| WPTR, Albany 


Bill Myers, who recently debuted 


|here after service at WCAF, Bur- 
‘lington, Vt., features a quiet, 
straight-forward style that wears 
well for a stint keeping him on the 
air from 7:05 to 10 a.m., with time- 
outs for news, sports and religious 
programs. He does not attempt wit 
or novelties, announcing the num- 
bers with what is often a minimum 
of comment, using the introduc- 
tions as a bridge, and no more, lor 
recorded music 

Myers owns a medium deep and 
pleasing voice, plus a rather un- 
obtrusive but engaging radio per- 
sonality. The tone could be less 
muffled and the projection a trifle 
clearer. There could be a niche in 
this area's radio for an early-morn- 
ing platter spinner who does not 
exude the brisk, cheery manner. In 
this connection, it might be well 


for Myers to de-emphasize the 
“wake from your dreams” line 
Jaco. 





CRC to Market 
Spitalny's Disks 


Columbia Records has completed 
arrangements with “Hour of 
Charm” maestro Phil Spitalny un- 
der which it will press and market 
Xmas recordings heretofore sold 
by Spitalny himself. Cuttings are 
those Spitalny made at his own 
expense a couple years ago and 
which he packaged and distributed 
all over the country, often acting 
as his own salesman in cities he 
was playing with his all-girl band. 
Disks were sold under an “Hour of 
Charm” label. 

Spitalny made a deal with Co- 
lumbia under whick he gets an 
undisclosed guarantee plus a roy- 
alty per record sold. Columbia 
will have the platters ready io 
market along with its own Xmas 
material. 


Ray Morton band opened at 
Mural Room, Baker hotel, Dallas, 
for extended engagement, replac- 
ing Dick LaSalle orch. 




















Louis Armstrong 


“Maybe It’s e"-" 
the ‘Lovelight Burning” (Decca). 
Decca pulled a smart one in using 
Louis Armstrong as 4a soloist, 


By BERNIE WOODS 


“That laaeiy | Samed cat — ae, gets a 
Senet? 66 lueberry Hill’;| typically relax cko 
Py OT ecause™-" Tl Keep | Como that jocks and jukes will get 


backed by Gordon Jenkins’ orches-— 
tra. These are choice “personality” | 


vocals by the trumpeter, who side- 
steps his usual gravel-style and de- 
livers straight—and solidly. Of the 
four, “Sun” easily ranges into a 
spot behind Frankie Laine as the 
best follow-up performance. “Blue- 
berry Hill” is excellent, too, and 
not far behind is his “Because. 


“Lovelight” is okay. There’s a mini- 


mum of trumpet work on the four. 
They're great jock and juke items. 

Sammy Kaye “Last Mile Home”- 
“Hawaiian Sunset” (Victor). Kaye's 
“Last Mile” is a smooth and silky 
ballad performance of a tune that 
looks headed for hitdom. Spot- 
lighting the Kaye Choir and Kay- 
dets, the side moves in a groove 
bound to draw plenty of jockey 
spins and frequent machine atten- 
tion. Flipover is a new disking of 


an old Kaye tune. Sung by the 
Choir and Kaydets again, it’s a 
good jock item. 

Dean Martin “That Lucky Old 


Sun”-“Vieni Su” (Capitel). Conced- 
ing the headstart on “Sun,” Capitu! 
used a different approach with 
Martin. Avoiding the dramatic 
aspects, it features instead a light- 
lv-whipped dance-beat vocal; Mar- 
tin handles the chore smartly and 
gets a big as#i#t from conductor 
Paul Weston. It’s really good, and 
different. Backing is a new ballad 
that sounds saleable; Martin is 
okay on it, but it’s probable there'll 
be better. 

Gordon Jenkins ““Dreamer’s Holi- 
day”"-"“Tell Me Why” (Decca). Jen- 
kins is right on top of his “Don't 
Cry, Joe” click performance with 
another pairing with possibilities. 
“Dreamer’s Holiday,” a new tune, 
impressive from a sales angle, is 
well-cut, using Eileen Wilson on 
the vocal. It could be strong. Miss 
Wilson. who handles her chores 
with a warmth and clarity that in- 
dicates a solid future. works the 
flipover smartly, too. Backed by a 
choral arrangement, she makes of 
“Why” a strong contender. 

Perry Como “Meadows of Heav- 
en”-“Dreamer’s Holiday” (Victor). 
Two good items. “Meadows,” a new 


Week of Sept. 10 ; 


_aRIETY  \() Rest Sellers on Coin-Machines "eo" Seet. 19 


4. SOMEDAY (3) (Duchess) 


AGAIN (26) (Robbins) 


! 


LAST MILE HOME (Leeds) 
MY BOLERO (Shapiro) 
SOMEHOW (Algonquin) 


HOW IT LIES (Morris) 


HOMEWORK (Berlin) . 
CRYING (Greenwich) .. 
CIRCUS (Massey) 


THAT’S MY WEAKNESS NOW 


1. YOU'RE BREAKING MY HEART (5) (Algonquin) 
2. THAT LUCKY OLD SUN (2) (Robbins) 
3. 


ROOM FULL OF ROSES (8) (Hill & Range) 


5. SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (16) (Williamson) .. 
6. MAYBE iT’S BECAUSE (3) (Triangle) 


HUCKLEBUCK (11) (United) .... 
8. JEALOUS HEART (1) (Acuff-Rose) 


10. BALI HA'I (13) (Williamson) 


I CAN DREAM CAN'T I (Chappell) . 
RIDERS IN THE SKY (20) (Morris) 
NOW THAT I NEED YOU (Fameus) 
LET'S TAKE OLD FASHIONED WALK (Berlin) 


YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING (Barron-Pemora) ... 
YES YES IN YOUR EYES (Remick) 


BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (Melrose) ..... 


24 HOURS OF SUNSHINE (Witmark) 


WEDDING LILLI MARLENE (Leeds) .. 


FOUR WINDS, SEVEN SEAS (Lombardo) 


ee ee) 


Vic Damone........ Mercury 
{ Frankie Laine coe. - Mercury 
|} Vaughn Monroe.........Victor 
{Sammy Kaye ..... .... Victor 
Dick Haymes ...... oo. LOCCE 
{Vaughn Monroe..........Victor 
\ Mills Bros. (eceweueas Decca 
§ Perry Come. ....ce. Victor 


‘| Frank Sinatra....... ‘Columbia 


‘Dick Haymes...... Decca 
oe ee \Connie Haines ....... Coral 
ere \ Frank Sinatra ........Columbia 
ee Tommy Dorsey PPPOE oe Victor 
(tht detekaeesneeewene Al Morgan eeses 
oe § Gordon Jenkins....... Decca 
a \Vic Damone.......... Mercury 
aici a a ee ee \ Perry Como ........... Victor 
—— | Bing Crosby . Decca 
Second Group 
+ eeebeaeeeeeesesetenseaes Andrews Sisters Decca 
§ Vaughn Monroe Victor 
“ee ee ee eee ee eo One Ives — Columbia 
(++ ceeeeneenneseeeense ee Doris Day .......... Columbia 
§ Sinatra-Day ......... Columbia 
PEST OSET + Re MD, 66406 .. Victor 
§ Evelyn Knight........... Decca 
Chee, i aro euy M-G-M 
{ Blue Barron seeee. M-G-M 
Sere ee een *eeee** ) Carmen Cavallaro ....... Decca 
§ Whiting-Mercer Capitol 
a . **** | Shore-Clark -.see.. Columbia 
5+ 808 ° 506009 0000sbOeRuRs om, Bee Ge. . 0500000 Decca 
pachhpeed106 1 dbebeatdaeaeadsns Vic Damone ......... Mercury 
hedos ° Cosccccerecccccccccccs Billy Eckstine ...... M-G-M 
{Art Mooney ...... M-G-M 
ee ee ee ee a seceeecoooes | Bees Jurgems.........Columbis 
Saal ade eal § Bing Crosby ......... Decca 
ee . nnekoe Capitol 
{Gordon MacRae...... Capitol 
oe ae ee ) Steve Conway....... Harmony 
} Fran Warren ........ Victor 
eile Po ee - seerees** ) Dinah Shore..........Columbia 
** ee eeeeeeee Billy Eckstine “see eevee M-G-M 
SH BEER. ..ccccccocs Victor 
— eee . es LULlmlmlmlmll 
{Sammy Kaye ...... ..... Victor 
ne seeeeeerrse**") Guy Lombardo ..........Decca* 
DEED 506000660 066n0ns 006s _ (as Decca 


[Figures tn parentheses tndicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 





from 


long mileage out of; it’s one of 
those dreamy things that often go 
over big. Como’s coverage of “‘Holi- 
day.” is swell, too. Based on a 
smooth, light beat, it sells. Fentane 
Sisters are twined into Como’s vo- 
cal, the package backed by Mitch 
Ayres. 

Johnny Desmond “Don't Cry, 
Joe”-Last Mile Home” (M-G-M). 
Perhaps the best disk Johnny Des- 
mond has turned up. Unfortunate- 
ly, he has a lot of competition on 
both junes. At any rate, Desmond 
works ballad vocals on these two 
likely hits that are crammed full 
of appeal, tastefully assisted by 
Russ Case’s orchestra and a chorus. 
Desmond isn't exactly a new name, 
but he isn’t as widely known as he 
could be, and jocks could spin these 
on that basis. They’re worthwhile, 

Paul Weston “I Know. I Know, 
I Know.” “Lingering Down the 
Lane” (Capitol).. “I Know” struck 
a possible hit chord a few weeks 
ago as done by Russ Case (M-G-M). 
Weston’'s disking, spotlighting the 
Jud Conlon Singers, makes that a 
double-impression. Cut on the 
same style, the Cap face is a solid 
rendition of the baliad, from the 
Metro film “Midnight Kiss.” On 
the back Weston planted a corn- 
waltz, of which there are many 
platters. His is a good job, again 
using the Conlon Singers. 

Tony Pastor “If I Had a Million 
Dollars’-““My Mammy” (Columbia). 
Whether “Million Dollars” is hit 
material or not is completely up 
to public whim. But it’s a swell 
side for jocks, a semi-novelty with 
a good melody and cute lyric. cut 
on a light beat. Pastor pours all 
of his personality into it and uses 
band chorusing and the Clooney 
Sisters to round it out. On the 
reverse, Pastor cooks up a jazz vere 
sion of “Mammy,” plus his vocal, 
that is also good jockey stuff. 

Bing Crosby “Meadows of 
Heaven”-“T'll See You in My 
Dreams” (Decca’. Crosby’s platter- 
ing of “Meadows” taps the bell 
resoundingly. Coupled with the 
Ken Lane Singers and Victor 
Young's orchestra, the Groaner 
turns the ballad into a polished 
Sheen. His face will figure when 
the tune shows. On the flipover, 
Crosby sowed a clicko standard for 
which jocks will find good use. 

Margaret Whiting “St. Louis 
Blues’’-“It's a Most Unusual Day” 
(Capitol). Miss Whiting’s “St. 
Louis Blues” is a rare cut. She 
does things with the time-worn 


‘lyric that W. C. Handy must have 
'felt when he put it on paper. This 


|will be a standard se 


| Backing, 
With Judy,” 
only for the ride. 


| Laurie”-““Oddy 
_Kadee” (M-G-M). 


er for the 
singer and a handy item for jocks. 
from the film, “Date 
is okay, but along 
Art Mooney “Story of Annie 
Kadoody Kadidy 
Mooney did an 


_about-face on “Annie,” going into 
|a straight ballad groove spotlight- 


ing an excellent vocal by Johnny 
Martin. Tune has great possibili- 
ties, and this disk brings out every- 
thing in the swell melody and good 


lyric. Jocks will like it, for there's 


|Spade Cooley 
SESS SO SS SESOS SOS SSS S LOSES OS FELEFEOPSISESOOSEESE SSS EEEOS* 666646506666660 | ’ 


caged in Martin's vocal, backed 
y chorus and band. On the flip- 
over, Mooney grooved one of his 
banjo novelties. Anything can 
happen with it: they all are be- 
ginning to sound alike. 


Platter Pointers 


Tommy Dorsey might have some- 
thing in his “Knock Song” (Vic- 
tor), Decca starting Xmas _ re- 
leases; Andrews Sisters and Guy 
Lombarde coupled on “Xmas 
Candles”-““Merry Xmas Polka.” a 
bright side . . . Top wax on “I 
Want You to Want Me” so far is 
Mills Bros. face (Decea)... 
Modernaires’ “Love Happy” sells 
nicely, but the tune seems weak 
. . . Louis Jordan followers will 
get a kick out of his “Saturday 
Night Fish Fry” (Decca) .. . Bill 
Farrell (M-G-M) improves sharply 
every disk; his “You've Changed” 


is solid . Bob Hannon and 
Johnny Ryan, ex-Sammy Kaye 
vocalist, a new team: their “I 
Never See Maggie Alone” and 
“Ain't She Sweet” (Decca) are 
good. 

Standout western hillbilly, 


race, polka, jazz, etc.; Billie Holi- 
day, “Ain't Nobody's Business If I 
Do” (Decca); Slim Carter, “I 
Would Send Roses” (M-G-M); 
“Kitty White, “It Pays to Adver- 
tise” (Capitol); Floyd Tillman, 
“Don't Be Blue” (Decca): Eddie 
Williams, “Red Head 'N’ Cadillac” 
(Supreme); Meredith Howard, 
“Jelly and Bread” (Victor); Buddy 
Tate, “Six-Foot-Two Blues” (Su- 
preme); Dave Denney, “I Wanted 
You for a _ Lifetime” (Victor); 
“You Can't Take 
Texas Out of Me” (Victor). 


Q 
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‘CREATIVE’ DRI 


Per-Program Payment Formula to Be 


Presented to Indie Video Stations’ 


Washington, Sept. 13. + 
A per-program payment formula! 


already agreed upon in principal 
between the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers and a committee of independ- 
ent video station owners will be 
resented to tele station owners 
ere Sept. 23. Robert P. Myers, 
NBC general counsel and chairman 
of the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters TV Committee, has called 


a meeting of all video station own- | 


ers and holders of construction li- 
censes, for the purpose of placing 


the formula before them and wres- | 


tling it out. Urgent invitations to 
attend were sent out over the sig- 
nature of Justin Miller, head of 
NAB. 

The formula to be “recommend- 
ed” to the individual station own- 
eis calls for a three-year agree- 
ment tetween them and tne Socie- 
ty. Its financial terms are uncis- 
closed, but they call for conditions 
similar to the existing per-program 
pact which governs reiations be- 
tween ASCAP and individual AM 
broadcasts. Except that the terms 
are proportionately higher, on just 
about the same percentage levels, 
in the same way the ASCAP-TV 
blanket contract is proportionately 
higher than the ASCAP-AM radio 
blanket pact. 

Main point of difference between 
the TV blanket and per-program 
pacts seems to be that while the 
single-program deal is for three 

ears, the blanket deal is for five. 

his is said to be due to the fact 
that there’s more indecision be- 
tween both sides as to the general 
effect TV's growth will have on the 
conditions in the per-program for- 
mula as against those in the 
blanket formula. 

ASCAP and tele men have not 
completely settled on the blanket 
contract. Its terms and length of 
tenure are held to be okay, but 
there is some discussion over sev- 
eral different portions of phrasing, 
and the possible legal interpreta~- 
tion of them. But that’s said to be 
minor. 

Once the blanket and per-pro- 
gram deals are worked out, ASCAP 


heads must then go back to writer, 


and publisher members seeking an 
extension of assignment of rights 
given the Society. Original assign- 
ments were for two years, ending 
Dec. 31, 1950. Three years will 
have to be added to empower 
ASCAP to close the deals being 
worked out. 

In addition to Myers, the Com- 
mittee comprises Julius F. Brauner. 
CBS, New York; Robert L. Coe, 
WPIX, New York; Mortimer Loewi, 
DuMont, New York: Joseph A. Mc- 
Donald, ABC, New York; Theodore 
C. Streibert, WOR-TV, New York; 
William Fay, WHAM-TV, Roches- 
ter, N. Y.: Clair McCollough. 
WGAL-TV, Lancaster, Pa.; and 
Donn B. Tatum, KHJ-Don Lee, Los 
Angeles. 


BENEFIT FOR MAESTRO 
HURT IN CAR CRASH 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 
Barclay Alien, orchestra leader, 
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Col. Signs 2 Singers 
| Columbia Records Corp. has 
signed two vocalists to term con- 
tract, picking up Toni Arden, for- 
merly with Shep Fields’ orchestra, 
on the basis of a tele date she did 
recently, and Johnny Thompson, 
now in “Miss Liberty,” Broadway 
musical. Thompson did his first 
| side last week, cutting “Someday” 
'with Hugo Winterhalter, CRC mu- 
sical director. 
| Miss Arden will be used as a 
single, too, but has not as yet made 
any sides. 


Decca Plans To 
~ Build New Band 
Thru Platters 


Decea Records is interested in 
selecting a band to build via re- 
cordings and possibiy help give the 








| 


band business a new bheost. Dave 
|Kapp, head of the company’s 
artists and repertoire division, 


feels that the time is ripe for the 
promotion of band music anew on 
wax, but emphasizes that the com- 
pany is not interested in maestro 
names that have been in existence 
and before the public for any 
length of time. He’s looking for 
a definite musical style he feels 
will do the job, and he won't ac- 
cept any other ideas. 

Kapp states he has had such 
thoughts for some time, including 


the idea of building a band around | 


a personality not now in the band 
business, recording it only, and 
watch the results. That’s what 
RCA-Victor did a few weeks ago 
with arranger Ralph Flannagan, 
who wrote four arrangements of 
pop and standard tunes, used a 
studio band to record them, with 
the results issued on Victor's re- 
cently revived Bluebird label. 





\tembenda Monroe, 
Ellington, T. Dorsey 


Draw Sock CNE Biz couia'be‘ieaa” hits. 


| More than a year ago VARIETY 


Toronto, Sept. 13. 

| Four out of five mame bands 
|grossed big takes at the two- 
weeks’ Canadian National exhibi- 
tion, with Guy Lombardo leading 
for $16,000 for three nights, 8.000 
payees jamming his Saturday (10) 
finale dance for the heaviest at- 
tendance of the CNE fortnight’'s 
‘lineup. Total take for the five 
| bands was $49,500 at $1 per for 
8,000-capacity prefabritated ball- 
room. 

| While Lombardo topped the five- 
‘band field for those three-night 
| engagements, Vaughn Monroe was 
/up there with $13,000, Duke Ell- 
|ington at $10,0000, and Tommy 


‘Dorsey at $9,000. Disappointing | 


who was seriously injured in an was opening two-night appearance 
auto crash at Lake Tahoe two! of Ina Ray Hutton for a poor 
weeks ago, has been brought here $1,500, not blameable on Miss Hut- 
from Reno in a chartered plane. ton but due to the unexpected 
He is at St. Joseph's hospital in dropping out of Benny Goodman, 
Burbank. Allen is paralyzed from skedded for the opening two 
the chest down, but has shown im- nights at the CNE. Miss Hutton 
provement. /answered the Goodman cancella- 

Ike Carpenter, who subbed for , tion SOS without an advance press 
Alien in an engagement at the Las , campaign. 
Vegas Flamingo, has absorbed the; On_ separate occasions, wet 
Allen bandmen into his own outfit; weather hurt Miss Hutton, Dorsey 
and, via MCA, is filling dates for and Ellington. Stanley St. John, 
which both crews had been booked. | socialite bandleader with big Cana- 
All the performers working at the dian following, was stand-in with 
Lake Tahoe-Reno area, under the | an 18-man orchestra plus Kenneth 
leadership of Ted Lewis, joined | Vaughan, baritone. 


last week for a benefit show which 
raised $2,300 to help Allen pay FRISCO’S SYMPH SERIES 





medical expenses.. 





Rubinoff’s Dallas Concert 
Dallas, Sept. 13. 
Dave Rubinoff. violinist, will be 
Presented here in concert Dec. 2 
at State Fair auditorium under 
feeaeeeahip of Lions Club of Dal- 


San Francisco, Sept. 13. 

The San Francisco Art Commis- 
sion has announced an eight-con- 
‘cert symphony season for 1950, 
with prices ranging from 50c to 
$1.50. ee 

Artur Rodzinski wili conduct the 
series. 
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‘COPYING’ OUT 
INSALES UPBEAT 








| leads of artists and repertoire | 


| at recording companies appear to 
be entering a new phase of think- | 
ing coincidental with the renewed 
uplift in sales and the beginning 
of a new season. There is a defi- 


nite trend by various major labels 
toward creation of their own hits, 
a groove completely contradictory 
to the habit of the past couple 
years, during which a. & r. men,! 
jittery over the skittish and un-| 
predictable attitude of record- 
buyers, strove only to match and 
|copy rival hits, in the event they 
| weren't first with one. 


A great deal of the change in 
thinking is due to top artists them- 
selves. They have found that 
duplicating the hit of a rival, or 
even coming on the market with 
the same material aS that done by 
a major name tied to another com- 
pany does them no goad, finan- 
cially or reputation-wise. Too | 
many top names of one style on 
one type of tune tends only to re- 
duce the overall impact of any| 
single disking, plus cutting down| 
on the total sales of one version of | 
a hit song. 

Therefore, top-rated artists have 
in recent months expressed a de- 
sire to avoid heavy competition, to 
strive instead to create hits that 
rival] artists and rival labels might 
not have. That isn't always easy, 
but the fact that it’s being striven 
for is felt to be a step in the direc- 
| tion that will completely revive the 
_ recording business. 


Stress Creation 


| During recent weeks there have 
been plenty of examples of the de- 
sire by artist and recording ex- 
ecutives to avoid competition and, 
instead, concentrate on creation. 
| Capitol Records a few weeks ago 
came out with a Jan Garber coup- 


| 
| 





ling of “You're Breaking My 
Heart” and “Now That I Need 
You,” the release of which recog- 


nized that Vic Damone’s Mercury 
plattering of “Heart” couldn't be 
caught. Too, Columbia Records 
this week issued a coupling of 
“Someday”™-“Jealous Heart,” by 
Hugo Winterhalter. Latter is Co- 
lumbia’s musical director and the 
disk indicated that Columbia, as 
Capitol, was simply “covering” the 
hits for the sake of its distributors 
/and dealers, and was really con-' 
items that 


pointed out that the constant prac- 
tice of recording companies check- 
ing rival artists, and their new 
tunes, then assigning those tunes 
to similar artists on their own 
labels, was stifling the disk busi- 
ness. That the release of Frank 
Sinatra, Perry Como, Bing Crosby 
and similar type singers on identi- 
cal tunes was doing no one any | 
good. It was pointed out that the | 
practice of copying the interpreta- 
tion given a song by a rival artist | 
and rival company, so widely used | 
since the end of the war, was a 
deterrent upon sales and it suc- 
ceeded in throttling the imagina- 
tion so vital to a healthy business. 
The record business is now headed 
out of that era. 


NEW HILLBILLIES SET 
BY DECCA RECORDS 


Decea Records corraled a new 
bunch of hillbilly artists in the 
Tennessee hills last week, signatur- 
ing seven new names. Company 
grabbed Hank “Sugar Foot’ Gar- 
jand, i8-year-oid, of Nashvilie; 
Bob Price, another 18-year-old of 
Memphis; Jim Work, writer of 
|\“Tennessee Border”; Ed “Smilin’” 
| Hill, now on WMPS, Memphis; the 
| Jordanaires, quartet, on WSM, 
Nashville; Owen Bradley, pianist- 
organist, of Nashville; the Lonnie 
Glosson vocal group of Fort Smith, 
which had been with Mercury, and 
the Louvin Bros. of Memphis. 

Paul Cohen, head of Decca’s 
hillbilly and country music divi- 
sion, did the corraling. They'll all 
jrecord in the south, 





N.Y.’s 802 Demands B’way Deluxers 
Use Local Musicians in Pit Bands 





Steeles Coralled 


Jon and Sondra Steele, piano- 
vocal duo who hit the jackpot last 
year with their odd-label recording 


of “My Happiness,” has been. signed 


by Coral Records. Decca sister 
label has them on a term deal, 
which starts with a disking date 
next week. 

“Happiness” side, the lone hit 
the pair came up. with, was on Da- 
mon label, Kansas City outfit, and 
published by Blasco Music, also of 
=. © 


Green Shakes Up 
MGM Studio band, 
Reducing Costs 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 

Now under the supervision of 
Johnny Green, the MGM studio's 
has been over- 
hauled, with 18 chair changes, a 
new concertmaster and consider- 
able alteration of the instrumenta- 
tion of the orch. Move was 
prompted by economy and a desire 
on Green's part to weld a more 
proficient ensemble with less stress 


on individual soloists. 

Green was made MGM musical 
director some weeks ago. He has 
worked out the changes in the orch 
slowly after numerous huddle? 
with Dore Schary, studio produc- 
tion boss. Some of the men in the 
orchestra reportedly have taken 
cuts and replacements have been 
hired at lower salaries than their 
predecessors received 

Mark Levant, who Yormerly led 
the SIMPP-IMPPA band, is the 
new concertmaster, replacing Lou 
Radiman. Werner Gebbauer will 
be assistant concertmaster, coming 
in from batoneering the Dallas 
Symphony. Rafael Mendez, who 
had been getting $600 weekly, is 
leaving to do trumpet solo work 
on the concert circuit. 

Other new faces will be those of 
Uan Rasey and Joe Triscari, radio 
trumpet team; Mortie Friedman, 
sax and clarinet; Si Zentner, first 
trombonist; Aaron and Alex Gersh- 
unoff, father-and-son reed team; 
Jakob Gimpel, featured pianist, 
and Harry Frohman, as second 
88er. 


Leeds in Unique Pitch 





50-man orchestra 





+ New York local 802 of the Amer- 


ican Federation of Musicians, sim- 
mering ever since the advent of 
the Taft-Hartley Act and the sub- 
sequent refusal of Broadway vaud- 
filmers to pay standby salaries, last 
week took on a new tack. Local 
advised theatres and booking 
agents that in the future the deluxe 
houses using music must use a pit- 
band composed of 802 men. Noth- 
ing was said about “travelling” 
bands or standbys, but the net re- 
sult is the same. In the event a 
house wants to play an outfit com- 
posed of non-802 men, and mo- 
mentarily dispenses with the all- 
802 combo, it is actually paying 
men who aren't working, which in 
effect is paying standbys. 

It's quite possible that if 802 
wins out in the legal skirmish 
that figures to ensue, it will have 
sounded the death knell of name 
bands on Broadway, unless a band 
is extremely desirable due to ex- 
traordinary b.o. power. 

Local's move below the surface is 
deemed directly contrary to Taft- 
Hartley terms. However, bookers 
and agents are ofthe opinion that 
802, in the manner in which it ap- 
proached the problem, has had 
sound legal advice. It did not in- 
sist on standbys, it insisted on the 
use of 802 members 52 weeks a 
year. 

Without time to consider all 
angles of the ultimatum, Broad- 
way houses have begun temporary 
compensating moves. Gene Krupa, 
who opens at the Capitol tomorrow 
(Thursday) will be allowed to com- 
plete his run, but the following 
band will be Emil Coleman — all 
802 musicians. Freddy Martjn was 
due to follow, but a mixup in dates, 
caused by the Cap’s setting back of 
an original Sept. 15 opening date, 
caused him to pull out anyway. On 
the other hand, the Paramount has 
cancelled Woody Herman and King 
Cole, who were to open Oct. 19, be- 
cause of the 802 edict. 

These moves have been made be- 
cause the theatres are afraid that 
if they do continue these bookings, 
meanwhile paying an 802 combo to 
sit by and do nothing, that will be 
tacit admission of recognition of 
the contract that had been in ef- 
fect with 802 calling for standby 
salaries, which the theatres voided 
after the T-H Act came into play. 


BIZ SOARS WITH LAINE 
| IN NEW DAILLY POLICY 


| New policy at Frank Daiiey’s 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
got off to a winging start over the 
| weekend, Frankie Laine working 
ito over 4,500 patrons in three 
| nights. Laine, accompanied by 
Billy Bishop’s orchestra, drew 





To Sell Orchestrations | 1,406 Friday (opening) night, 1,802 


Of Brass Band Catalog 


Leeds Music will launch an 


Saturday, while a!most as many 
were turned away, and 1,209 Sun- 
day. On Saturday Laine did three 


unique pitch designed to quicken shows as against the two Dailey 


the sale of orchestrations of its 
large catalog of brass band music. 
At its own expense, Leeds has had 
11 compositions recorded on a Mis 
crogroove Long-Playing record (24 


| minutes each side). In a forthcom- 
'ing campaign, the publisher will 


offer free a copy of the disk, plus a 
Columbia Record LP player, along 
with the purchase of $50 worth of 
its band orchestrations. 

Reason for Leeds’ approach is 


that commercial record companies | 


do not cut band music because it’s 
too expensive, requiring many 
musicians, and doesn't sell well 
enough to justify the expense. That 
makes it difficult to sell brass band 
compositions because rehearsals 
are long and painstaking. Leeds 
figures that its recording, which can 
be played by conductors, will 
quicken rehearsals by setting 
proper tempos, demonstrating the 
way a composition shouid be 
played, ete. Platter, incidentally. 
was made in England. 

Columbia Records will also mar- 
ket the Leeds record commercially, 
Leeds drawing a royalty per disk 
\ sold. 


_asked for each ‘evening, to help 
turnover. 

Dailey’s policy calls for name 
vocal acts to work weekends only, 
with a semi-name orchestra which 
‘will supply dance music only 
‘throughout the rest of the week. 
Bishop's band is a midwestern 
combo not widely known in the 
east. His run at the spot is for an 
|indefinite period, while Laine’s 
booking covered only the weekend. 

Patti Paige is set for the coming 
weekend. 





LONDON BUYS SEATTLE WAX 
Seattle, Sept. 13. 
London Records has bought the 
master for the recording of 
“Wouldn't It Be Fun,” by Bob 
Harvey, from Linden Records, 
Seattle recording outfit. Harvey, 
Seattle orchestra leader, wrote the 
tune, which has been recorded on 
MGM by Art Mooney and others. 
Linden record has been getting 
a strong play on jukeboxes through- 
out the country, and feeling was 
that London could do a better job 
on national distribution. 
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A SMASH AIT. 7 


A DREAMER 


il KIM eI NNINe) | Music by MABEL WAYNE 











Moderately (With a lift) 
CHORUS 











Climb a-board a but-ter-fly and take off onthe breeze Let your wor-ries flut-ter by and 


ier ee jb Ft 


do the things you please In the land where dol-lar bills are fall-ing off the trees 























Ev-'ry day for breek-fast there's a 


dish of scram-bled stars 


a 


You'll be liv- in’ a- la-mode on Ju-pi-ter or Mars 


CS Sa ee 


Make it a long Va - ca- tion 


—* a 


Time there is plen - ty You need no re - ser-va-tion Just 


Help your-self to hap-pi-ness and 






































An@ for lunch-eon youll be munch-in’ rain-bow can- dy burs 




















On A DREAM-ER'S HOL-I-DAY 















































bring a-long the one you love 
= == == = SS = == === S=e — 
= p —_— =e ig ie +o —_< a. é lide » J: : 


sprin-kle it with mirth Close your eyes and con-cen-trate and dream for all youre worth 



































--- 














Yoo will feel ter- 


ee ee Se ee ee 
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From A DREAM-ER'S HOL- I - DAY. 
Copyright MCMXLIX by SKIDMORE MUSIC CO. INC. 1270 Sisth Avease. New York 





SKIDMORE MUSIC CO. INC. 


— A Subsidiary of - 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO. INC. a 


RKO Building, 1270 Sixth Ave., New York 20, N _ Sees \ 
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Wednesday, September 14, 1949 









POPULAR 


The Meadows Of Heaven 
A Dreamer's Holiday 
Twilight 

The Knock Song 


The Lost Mile Home 
Howaiion Sunset 


The Tom-Tom Song 
Where Did The Wild West Go? 


PERRY COMO 
20-3543 (47-3036") 


TOMMY DORSEY 
20-3544 (47-3037") 


SAMMY KAYE 
20-3545 (47-3038") 


RAY McKINLEY 
20-3546 (47-3039") 


The stars who 
make the hits are on 











Arranged for Glenn Miller... put over with all the punch 
ond drive that made this band famous! The fans'll cry for 
more! It's a natural-born best seller—get on it! 


and THE ONE WHO GETS YOU 


RCA Victor 20-3513 (47-2989") 


Go with it on 45 rpm too! More and MORE peopie are adopting the 
great 45 rpm system! Be sure you get YOUR shore of 45 rpm profits 
... match ALL your new 78 platters with 45's! 





THIS WEEK’S RELEASE! 





(Both 78 rpm end 45 rpm. Numbers marked * are 45 rpm.) 








You Can't Take Texas Out of Me SPADE COOLEY 
I've Got A Heart Filled With Love 20-3547 (47-3040") 


COUNTRY 
DAVE DENNEY 
21-0107 (48-0110°) 


| Hate You 
| Wanted You For A Lifetime 


Little Mother Of The Hills 
Shoke Hands With Your 
Mother Today 


THE BLUE SKY BOYS 
21-0108 (48-O111") 





BLUES 
Jelly And Bread 
Easy Come, Easy Go Bives 


MEREDITH HOWARD 
22-0044 (50-0028") 


RHYTHM 
1 Found A Dream BIG JOHN GREER 
If | Told You Once 22-0045 (50-0029") 
DEALERS! Are you ringing up these extra profits with RCA 


Victor's new Mullti-Pley Needle? Counter displeys. Co-op 
mats, end national! edvertising edd up te easy soles. 


cy AND 


RCA VICTOR DIVISION, RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA, CAMDEN, NE'W JERSEY 
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! e * 
| Best British Sheet Sellers | “RH” L, Syst 
Bands at Hotel B.O.’s *3 7 ogsing oystem 
nl © (Week ending Sept. 3) 
Covers Total : | 
played Week os Date Landen, Sept. ra Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform- 
J >! Waldorf 1 —_ 2.100 3,900 Riders in the Sky B —_ ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 
Nat ‘ - ~ ' ioneetin (400; $1.50-$2) eae 850 3,800 a of Lam F 4 & H. They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, 
Henry Busse Statler (450; $1.50-$2) .....-+-. 6 1,200 71875 Forever and Ever F. D. & H. 2 points for sustaining vocals, 3 for commercial instrumental, 4 for 


———_ 


Chicago 

Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach, 700, $1.20 cover’. 
Eddy Howard closed Thursday (8), Brandon following. Fine 4,000 tabs. 

Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck; $2 min.-$1 cover). Betty 
Jane Watson and Jerry Austen here. Upped 2,000 covers 

Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.$1 cover) 
“Spice On Ice” opened Friday (9), with Masters. Boif 4,400 covers 

Eddie O’Neal (Ebpire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.50 min.-$1 cover) 
Janet Blair & Blackburn Twins. Fine 4,100 tabs 

Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min.) 
holding high; 3.700 covers 


“Salute series 


Los Angeles 
Eddie Fitzpatrick (Ambassador, 900; $1.50) 
and Mary Healy Fifth week, 3,284 covers 
Chuck Foster (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Fourteenth week, 2,400 covers 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Lower 700 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Cee Davidson ‘(Chez -Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover) 
and Fran Warren. Still capacity 6,000 tabs 


With Peter Lind Hayes 


Danny Thomas 


Jimmy Featherstone (Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.) Cold weather and 
school reopening hurt; 8,900 admissions 
Buddy Moreno (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). “Whiffinpoof’’ Revue 


teed off Wednesday (7) boosting take to husky 3,400 covers 
Griff Williams (Aragon. $1-$1.15 adm.). Weather and 


into turnout. Okay 10,990 admissious 


schools cut 


(Los Angeles) 
Ray Robbins ‘Aragon, Santa Monica; 6th wk.) 
Lawrence Welk (Palladium B., Hollywood; Ist 
admissions 


6.300 admissions 
week). Good 11,900 


Metro Falls in Line On San Antonio Longhair 


-=* ——— atia San Antonio, Sept. i3 
Disk Jockey i romotion In its 14th year, Friends of 
Metro's Big 3 music firms are Music announces its seasonal 
following in the footsteps of most schedule opens with the Wag 
major publishers, who within re- nerian soprano, Helen Traubel, 
cent months have begun employing Oct. 28 Next will be the Robert 


promotion men to do nothing but Shaw Chorale group of 32 voices, 


contact disk jockeys. followed by two Charles L. Wag- 
Big 3 shifted Benny Alberts from ner opera presentations, “Caval- 
regular contact work into the leria Rusticana” and “Pagliacci.” 
jockey groove; he’s representing all A return performance will be 
firms grouped under the Metro made by the Ballet Russe de Monte 
filag—Robbins, Feist, Miller, War- Carlo, and the season will close 
ren, etc with Alexander Brailowsky, pianist. 








“PVE READ ALL THE TESTIMONIALS FOR 
SPIKE JONES’ ‘DANCE OF THE HOURS’... 


~~ ee +. 
- 





js ay 
. bg oe 
a z 





. . + Believe me—they only told half the story. Life was dull... | couldn't 
eat... 1 couldn't sleep . . . my outlook was dark! Then | heard ‘Dance of 
the Hours." Look at my smile! | have a new lease ea life. My world is now an 
eyster—and Spike Jones is the peari!” 


78 RPM——, 
20-3516 





-——45 RPM— 
47-2992 


© mca VICTOR Records“ 























Buy Killarney P. Maurice 


“A” You're Adorable Connelly York, Chicago and Coast. 


Red Roses ...L. Wright 
Angelus Ringing .. Southern 
Careless Hands Morris 
I Don't See Me Connelly 
Lavender Blue ; Sun 
Echo Told a Lie Chappell 


First Group 


commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 major territories, New 

For example, a commercial vocal tm all 

three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 

of commercial shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs. 
Week of Sept. 2 to Sept. 8, 1949 








Second 12 Songs Publishers 
12th Street Rag Chappell Again—t“Road House” .........-scccccccescscsccssccees Robbins 
Confidentially New World And It Still Goes newness dak eeer'ess 474004 Shapiro 
ee ee | ——— A Wonderful Guy—*“South Pacific” ........+eeeeeeees: Williamson 

ue Ribbon Ga as 7 af Bre ew eieeneae 
Leicester Square Rag Norris Bali Ha’i—**South Pacific ts ssenesceeseoeseseses sence Willian ~~ 
Put Shoes on Lucy Gay Every Night Is Saturday Night B.M.1. 
It's Magic Connelly Fiddle Dee Dee—?“It's a Great Feeling” Harms 
Every where You Go ¢ happell Four Winds and the Seven Seas ............+++55:. Lombardo 
Clancy Lowered Boom _ Leeds ae 

Strawberry Moon Yale Hucklebuck ; 
Dreamer With a Penny Magna It's a Great Feeling—t“It’s a Great Feeling” ..........--- Remick 
Wedding Samba Leeds I Wish I Had a Record.................. cece ese cceeees Crawford 
— Just One Way To Say I Love You—**Miss Liberty”........ Berlin 
Katrina—‘*“Ichabod and Mr. Toad” ..............+eeeee-: Morris 


ROYAL THEATRE, BALTO, 
IN RAP VS. BROWN 5 


Baltimore, Sept. 13 

Management of the Royal thea- 
tre here has announced it will file 
formal charges with the American 
Federation of Musicians against 
Charles Brown and Quintet, col- 
ored aggregation 

Morton Gerber official of 
the theatre operating company 
claimed that Brown, singer and 
pianist. ran out on a one-week en- 
gagement at the theatre on open- 


ing day, last Friday (9). Wire of 
protest was immediately sent to 
James C. Petrillo with the infor- 


mation that formal charges would 
be made 

A spokesman for the Royal 
theatre said the Brown aggregation 
motored in on Friday and that 
Brown went to his hotel and 
claimed he was ill Later, after 
a doctor examined him, it is 
claimed, he and his troupe piled 
into their bus and headed South. 
Detroit May Have No 

Symph This Season 
Detroit, Sept. 13 

With Henry H. Reichhold resign- 
ing as president of the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra, and Karl 
Krueger quitting as conductor, be- 
lief here is there'll be no symph 
season in Detroit this year. 

Symph board of directors hadn't 
signed a pact with the musicians’ 
local for the coming season. There 
is no visible financial support from 
the board or elsewhere, this being 
one of Reichhold’s beefs. He car- 
ried the financial load for several 
years. 
hold’s 
legedly 
“angels.” 

There will be some visiting or- 
chestras, however, the Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestra being due Oct. 
22, the Cleveland Orchestra Nov. 
8, and Chicago Symph Dec. 10. In 
addition, about 30 members of the 


“dictatorial” 


had scared off other 


Detroit Symph, under name of 
Little Symphony, will give a se- 
ries of four concerts, beginning 
Sept. 22. These will be gratis, 


financed by the musicians’ welfare 
fund Bernard Rosen, group's 
sparkplug, says the series may be 
extended if there’s public demand. 


On the other hand, Reich- | 
attitude al-, 


Let's Take Old-Fashioned Walk—**Miss Liberty”............-. Berlin 


Lave Te a Bemwtitel TRIG. .... ccc ccc c cc ccrccvccccseoseccces Porgie 
Lover's Gold , PE a eee eee, eee Oxford 
Ge Pee ee BVC 


Famous 
Hill & Range 


Now That I Need You—?t“Red, Hot and Blue” 
Rocm Full of Roses 


a i errr ee Duchess 
Some wachanted Evening—*South Pacific” ........ Williamson 
Song of Surrender—7“Song of Surrender” Paramount 
There’s Yes Yes In Your Eyes Witmark 
Through Long and Sleepless Night—*“Come To the Stable” Miller 
Toot Toot Tootsie—‘‘Jolson Sings Again” Feist 


Advanced 
Famous 


Twenty-Four Hours of Sunshine 
Wedding Day 





.. | £° | — "errs rrerrey TT rT. Leeds 
Wee DO TOR MeOw Fh HOOVOM. .... 2.6.6. cceccdccccens Robbins 
Younger Than Springtime—**South Pacific”’........ Williamson 
WO OO TGR Tr TUNES oc ccc tees ccc cwcens Algonquin 
Second Group 
A Kiss and a Rose Mogull 
Baby, It’s Cold Outside—?“Neptune’s Daughter” Morris 
ee ey I I, gob cses cece ces csenenseemmess United 
eo BB . Bo RE Ree Eee Feist 
Georgia On My Mind Melody Lane 
Give Me Song With Beautiful Melody—?‘‘It's a Great Feeling’ Witmark 
Homework—**Miss Liberty” Berlin 
2 kerr eT . Morris 
If You Ever Fall in Love Again ee ee J. J. Robbins & Sons 
I'll Keep the Lovelight Burning ............ Laurel 
Lora Belle Lee Santly 
Make Believe Triangle 
My One & Only Highland Fling—i“Barkleys of Broadway”. H. Warren 
Now Now Now Is the Time oT Fremart 
Se Oe WE WD bik nce deaSnowadees Johnstone-Montei 
i Ce MR os a) od be ee eee SERS TEOE RAO Morris 
PEE GED... sc ccovesacecossecuseecasesseceeese Southern 
That Lucky Old Sun eee eee ee ee Robbins 
This Nearly Was Mine—**‘South Pacific” Williamson 


You're So Understanding Barron-Pemora 


Nat’l Ballroom Ops Set 
Annual. Meet in Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 
National Ballroom Operators’ 
Assn. will hold their annual con- 
vention here Oct. 4-5 at La Salle 
hotel, with emphasis on promoting 
more regional ballroom  associa- 


tions so as to formulate organized 
promotions towards stimulating 
ballroom biz. 

Business sessions of the NBOA 
confab will cover competition of 
private clubs, AFM relationships, 
contracts with agencies, the staging 
of a National Dance Week, poteh- 
tials of coinmachines in ballrooms 
and the 20°) cabaret tax. 
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ALWAYS REQUESTED 
CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 


IT SEEMS LIKE 
OLD TIMES 


LEO FEIST 
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Inside Orchestras—Musi 

Vaughn Monroe's manager, Willard Alexander, who came out on the 
short end of a deal involving tiie film rights to Stan Jones’ “Riders in 
the Sky,” feels that Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, of Morris Music, pub- 
lisher of the tune, gave him a brush on the negotiations. Alexander 
finds it difficult to understand how Morris, a vet publisher, could have 
inked a contract with Jones, giving the newcomer authorization to 
dicker for film sales. Such rights are virtually always disposed of by 
the publisher only. 

Gene Autry, who acquired the film rights to the tune. did so while 
it was under option to Alexander. Alexander's deal, made with Morris 
early in August, gave him an option cn the song until Sept. 1. Jones, 
who resides on the Coast, was in the dark about the New York negotia- 
tions and in line with his contract independently sold the tune to 
Autry in mid-August. Alexander wanted the song for a film that 
Monroe is slated to make for Republic. He began negotiations with 
Morris for the tune with the publisher asking $25,000. This was later 
brought down to $15,000 and further dickering resulted in the option 
deal which called for Alexander to pay $10,000 for “Riders” and to use 
another of Jones’ tunes in the pic. The other song, “There’s No One 
Here But Me,” was priced at about $500. Autry outbid Monroe and 
Alexander with an offer of $20,000 for “Riders” and “Whirlwind,” an- 
other Jones song. 

Alexander's ultimate disinterest in “Riders” is ascribed to the song’s 
peak having waned. Instead Monroe will introduce new tunes in Rep’s 


screen adaptation of Max Brand's “Singing Guns,” shooting on which 
is scheduled to start next month. 











OLD SUN 


recorded and featured by 

















1! WANT YOU 
TO WANT ME 
TO WANT YOU 


e 
MISSION BELLS 





and WISHIN’ WELLS 


YOU CAN’T LOSE 
A BROKEN HEART 





MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19. N ¥ 
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Decca Prexy Rachmil Details Co. 
Reasons for 10% Royalty Holdout 


In seeking to plug all possible 
loopholes of dissipated revenue, 


Decca prexy Milton R. Rachmil ex-| 


plains the company’s desire to de- 
fer 10% of total royalty remit- 
tances for two years on all records. 
This is for the purpose of permit- 
ting a truer accounting on sales, 
including returns. As it is, once 
a royalty statement is rendered, 
and the publisher in turn accounts 
50°% thereof to the songwriters, 
there can be no redress in the 
event of large returns. Publishers 
agree with the idea of deductions 
for unsold disks, having already 
for unsold disks. Having already 
to songsmiths, they don’t think it 


equitable to carry the 100 load 
in the event of later returns. 
Rachmil agrees, and has thus 


proposed to Harry Fox, as trustee 
for the Music Publishers Protective 
Assn., that the two-year withhold- 
ing of 10% must eventually achieve 
a truer accounting system, abeit 
a tremendously complicated one. 

As it works now, suppose a dog 
tune achieves a large theoretical 
sale towards the tag end of one 
quarter. it takes more than the 
ensuing quarter, or ~ven half-year 
to get all the returns property 
checked. As a practical thing, of 
large debits against a dis- 
appointing seller do show up 
within the very next quarter, and 
often within the same quarter of 
rovalty accounting, and the rebates 
thus discounted, 


erir<ee 


Under Duress 


Decea’s copyright expert, Isobel 
Marks. an officer of Decca Records, 
Inc., had made accountings foi 
two quarters allowing for very late 
returns. Publishers squawked but 
have accepted the remittances 
under protest. In actuality the sum 
total involved doesn’t run to big 
money; possibly under $5,000 per 
quarter for the entire music pub- 
lishing business so far as Decca is 


pile up, the excessive royalties can 
reach much higher. 

As a matter of principle the 
music men object to any such 
rebates, just ag they nixed RCA- 
Victor's proposal for a blanket 
812° discount on royalties (for 
“breakeage,” etc.) some time ago. 

Rachmil says he’s willine even 
to compensate the pubs tor their 
50% of the “overpaid” royalties. 


but feels the publishers, as busi- 
ness men must recognize the 
diskers’ position at the moment 

Incidentally, “breakage” is now 
a euphemism in light of vinvlite 
and the new speeds which reduce 


cartage costs and shipping hazards 
rhe record companies however 
take the position that there's noth- 
ing deader than vesterday’s pop 
hit. Thus it behooves them to 
quickly service the market, or else. 
Frequently the gamble on over- 
production creates these hazards 
of large returns, hence the request 
for rebate, 

Rachmil 
trade 


laughs at a 
proposal for 


recent 
semi-annual 


clearance sales.” He thinks that’s 
fallacious because yesterday's 
‘Cruising Down the River” can't 
be given away gratis once it has 


run its vogue 


DORIS DAY, AUTRY 
IN DUET FOR COL. 


Hollywood, Sept. 13 

and Gene Autry will 
record oatunes together for 
Columbia Records this week. Move 
follows success of Capitol’s using 
Margaret Whiting and Jimy Wake- 
ly on “Slippin’ Around.” 


Doris Day 


Iwo 


Columbia also will team Dinah 
Shore and George Morgan, hillbilly 
singer, next month Morgan will 
fiy out here then for the waxing, 


when he finds a lull in his chores 


Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Scller 
“You're Breaking My Heart” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“You're Breaking My Heart” 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“You're Breaking My Heart” 


Seller on Coin Machines 
“You're Breaking My Heart” 


Best British Seller 
“Riders in the Sky” 


Pubs Still Cool 


To Decca’s Plan 


> 
Rec oras 








apparently has 
made no headway against 
publisher resistance to 
payment formula, to which was 
added last week an amendment 
calling for Decca to withhold 10% 
of all individual statements to 
cover returns Harry Fox, pub- 
lisher agent and trustee. circular- 
ized pubs last week on Decca’s ad- 
ditional proposal, and publishers 
were just as adamant 


music 
its royalty 


As a result, it isn’t likely that 
the dispute between the recording 
company and _ the pubs. will 
Straighten out fast Many major 
music men are flatly in favor of 
holding Decca to the terms of the 
1909 copyright law, which would 
force the disker to pay a full 2c 
legal royalty on everything it 
recorded—and to pay that royalty 


on the basis of every record manu- 
factured, making no allowances for 
returns Plus which the pubs 
could demand an accounting every 
30 days rather than the quarterly 
that are the 


statements accepted 


procedure in music pub and re- 
cording relations 
Decca’s thought about the with- 


holding of 10° of each quarterly 
return works out thusly: it would 
deduct that amount from eight 
consecutive quarters. At the end 
of the ninth, an accounting would 
be made, and if the difference be- 





ASCAP Board Members ‘Annoyed 
At ‘Secrecy’ of Society's Operations 


+ Top publisher and writer mem- 
CKL'Y Goes Bigtime 


| bers of the director board of the 

| American Society of Composers, 

Detroit, Sept. 13. | Authors and Publishers have gen- 

CKLW, Detroit and Windsor, erally become somewhat annoyed 
Ont. station, dedicated its new 50.-' in recent weeks with the “secrecy” 
000 watt facilities Wednesday (7) ith hich the Society’s affair 
with a celebration at its new trans- Wt) which ne Societys afairs 
mitter site in Canada have been handled. Accustomed to 





J. E. (Ted) Campeau, station keeping close tabs on everything 
prexy, said: “The investment of yital to the Society's welfare 
about $400,000 which we have } o.rq members themselves haven't 
made in this new broadcasting been able to ascertain too much 
equipment is evidence of the faith about what's happening with the 
which I and my associates hold two most important issues of the 
in the future of AM radio moment the television negotia- 

Station has been using the hy- tions and the consent decree dis- 


poed juice since Sept. | Attend- cussions with the Department of 
ing ccremonies were Gov. G. Men- Justice 
nen Williams, of Michigan, and Lt Aside from infrequent confabs 


Gov. Lawson, of Ontario. with the committee of top ASCAP 


- - - employees who have been conduct- 
ing negotiations on both problems 

RCA’S STUNT RELEASE the board has been kept strictly in 
the dark concerning the activities 

ON JUANITA HALL DISK of the employes on both fronts— 
and they don't like it at all. In the 


RCA-Victor is trying a new stunt Past, vital Society problems have 
on the release of the first Victor been handled by a committee of 
recording by Juanita Hall, one ot board members appointed for that 


the leads in the Broadway hit, Purpose, who reported to the 


“South Pacific.” At the time the board regularly. That was the way 
disk is shipped for distribution to the current tele negotiations 
retailers, it will be the sole platter Started out, but when discussions 


on that particular release. Purpose Between this committee and the 


is to spotlight the single with as g8roup representing the National 
much emphasis as possible, to Assn. of Broadcasters broke down, 
dealers and buyers, and to do that the committee of paid ASCAP-ites 
all other pop, hillbilly, western, took over. They started negotia- 


tions anew with individual reps of 
video networks, and they've had 
the ball ever since. Same commit- 


etc., platters will be withheld 


Sides Miss Hall made are “Don't 


Cry. Joe” and “Love's a Precious 

Thing.” Pairing goes out Sept. 16 tee has handled negotiations for 
hing airing goes ) ‘"* 4 

from Victor's plant and will be the new conse nt decree with the 

heavily promoted D.of J. and here, too, the board 
on members have found it hard to 

keep track of what was going on 
to the publisher Where returns Meanwhile, since the Society 
exceeded the 10°) withheid, Decca board indicated 10 days ago that it 


would not stand for another exten- 
sion of the Oct. 1 deadline on a 
television deal, the NAB has called 


would absorb the loss 
In addition, Decca agreed to turn 
over to pubs 50° of the coin de- 


concerned. But, Rachmil thinks on NBC's “Grand Ol’ Opry” pro- tween the coin withheld and re- ducted from the past two state- a meeting for Sept. 23 in Washing- 
that if a streak of poor sellers gram at Nashville. cordings returned would be paid ments ton, D. C. (see separate story) 
= — — 
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The Musical Comedy Smash Hit 


KISS ME KATE 


«CENTURY THEATRE, New York 
© Produced by SAINT SUBBER and LEMUEL AYERS © 


— SHUBERT THEATRE, Chicago 


Recorded by: | 


ALFRED DRAKE 


Columbia 
e 


HILDEGARDE 
Decca 
* 


JANE PICKENS 
and 
ALFRED DRAKE 


RCA Victor 
- 


HENRI RENE 
RCA Victor 
eo 


JO STAFFORD 
nd 


a 
GORDON McCRAE 
Capitol 


RKO BLDG., RADIO CITY, New York 20,'N._Y 
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Mercury, Behind On 
Production, Gets Help 
From RCA-Victor Plant 


——— 
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New Twist in Autry, 
Boyd Disk Narrations, 
Instead of Vocalistics 






























































VARTETY | | is | = o Marketing of cowboy material on 
Mercury Records is so far be- R s > Oo}. records could take a new twist in 
hind in production, because of survey of retail disk best ws | MO) |. 5 2 iC) | form due to recordings being is- 
Frankie Laine’s “That Lucky Old sellers, based on reports ob if) ISi8ls e 3|% EB] | sued by Columbia Records by Gene 
Sun” hit, that RCA-Victor's In- tained from leading stores tn 'si¢gl|e |e eiliziel2 [Sia a| 2 T ty d one recently issued by 
dianapolis pian’ is pressing disks 12 cities and showing com z | ae | 2 be | 5 5 8 w i% o|s ra Autry and one - a “Hopalong 
ak isles — an « dak parative sales rating for this > cS i= 5 © “|e = | & | = LY Capitol with Bi oy . 
for its rival. Mercury made a dea! } gee is x : late els gi@lieic = T Cassidy” ) Autry’s forthcoming 
! eK. | oo ° 3 ssid) . é 7 . 
with Victor that calls for 100,000 anc ‘ast ¢ ei sis K|éio |& S e ié 8 z A “Stampede” album and Boyd's 
pressings to be delivered as soon siZi@lély 1 | iy YI) 4 i & Capitol single both use the cowboy 
as possible. Whether any others ° SPisliliz , © i | | > tars relating action stories of the 
/ . De | _ : r= 4 , 7 w £ stars retating 
will be made by \ ictor de pe nds on National Week Ending | | = tio 7} = § or = 3 = |B P range rather than singing western 
Mercury's position at the end of ‘ ‘“ iis | | 2 |g | i ie E Oo - 
ao — S i 10 is |e iB /SZ/\E|s rr 5 eleé . “a yitol was out a week cr so age 
Laine’s “Sun,” which exploded ep “ mi ieaie!|s|e! § | |i gi<« eis N with & pair of yarns, backed by 
4 “ ‘ . e a — } - 5 i « . ‘ “am 
ae ne - — & + “tal his Last _ : =\8/6 < 7 S\|£/5 5 = Pi ¥ complete sound effects, to whic h 
thing on wax in recent years, fo wk. wk. Artist, Label. Title 7% Oim | MRiniSiOdDioOlié¥ialt&éA lia kids have taken to fairly heavily. 
lowed closely upen the heem “ —_ - One is titled “The Legend of Phan- 
Vic Damone’s top hit for Mercurs VIC DAMONE (Mercury) : : as tem Scout Pass” and the other, 
“You're Breaking My Heart.” Com l 1 “You're Breaking My Heart” 1 2 2 - = ae “Hoppy’s Good Luck Coin.” 
—— a +°Y , —, FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) - They're straight narrations. Colum- 
— ol hang 5 Pull 9 » 3 “That Lucky Old Sun” 3 i 1 a 9 . 2 : io 1 te 2 = 2 66 bia’s pA with Autry is similar. 
amone's new My tole i : A monic . a — — ~ —___——— ——— . lcter ectually uses m 
‘ ger’s “Ag ” VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) RCA-Victor ac . 
— —— wi oy 1 ~~ # pn 3 2 “Someday” 2 8 5 WW ss. ¢ 7 _ +. 49 idea first, a while back, when — 
fading somewhat) and a ; ‘'VELYN KNIGHT (Decca) Rovers turned out a story-type 
hed ey's tactlities tight ; "You've Se Undorst nding” 4 5 a) 4 66 31 platter based on the character 
stretched Mercury A facilities tight- 4 6 _ ‘ You re So | nderstanding a = ai = = ail = oo +s a “Reces Bill.” from - recent Walt 
ly PERRY COMO (Victor) coon anaes 
” ) 4 “Some Enchanted Evening” 6. 6 9 a 2 30 Disne} ; 
: » WY , D. HAYMES-TATTLERS (Decca) . : 
McHugh Sets | p Own ’ 6 8 “Maybe It’s Because” 8 Pra em 22 Leighton Noble Wins 
Foundation for Polio J. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) 2 Release From GAC 
Songwriter Jimmy McHugh has 7 13 “Whispering wope” a 7 4 8 5 — ka Hollywood, Sept. 13 
siarted his own infantile paralysis KENNY ROBERTS (Coral) | Holly | . le 
crusade, having donated two iron 8 y “I Never See Maggie Alone” pee I 7 a a 19 Leighton Noble asked for and 
; S is —St. John's ‘ 1)’ (Decc; obtained his release from his con- 
yy ey a ho General Artists Corp. 
at Santa Monica, and County Gen 9A 5 “You're Breaking My Heart” 9 — 2 2 es ee CU Deal had = mene yet to go. 
ores Reagent, i. A BUDDY CLARK (Columbia) pone es My ff ne 
/e ‘alle ae p waked “ ‘ Bandleader, currently drawing $2, 
H —. rr — Mc 9B “You're Breaking My Heart 3 1 fi : poe 13 sae weekly at the Catalina Casino, 
a ee eeens ; M. WHITING-J. MERCER (Cap) ME pete po ay may 
1OA “Baby, It's Cold Outside” - . : —— __$ —— getting him more coin 
REGENT’S TAKEOVER - TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) ' . After a four-week stand at the 
Regent Music has taken over the 10B 10 “The Hucklebuck” —_ a y 3 6 15 Rice hotel. Houston, he will be a 
copyright of a pop tune written EZIO PINZA (Columbia) . : free agent 
several years ago by publicist Ed 1A 11 “Some Enchanted Evening” _.. oS .. .- 5 - 14 oe . 
Weiner, Art Weiner and Hal! Gold. ~ —D. DAY-F. SINATRA (Columbia) : aii — _ ; 
Titled “It's the Little Things,’ 11B 7 “An Old Fashioned Walk” _ _.: , 7. ¢ -- 6 .. _:-- -- Ps 
song has been held by Feist Music MILLS BROS. (Decca) . . v cs 
since before the recent ban on re- 12 12 “Someday” a 8 _7 - = 13 $ thy Show maris trina 
eneeings. ~ AIL MORGAN (London) aes 
_ 13 8 “Jealous Heart” . wm i 7 10 9 12 ‘ WELCOMES YOU TO THE 
BELLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
14 “I Love You” 6... § a) _-. It : ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 
INK SPOTS (Decca) ; 
’ h t. i ANGELES 
15A “Who Do You Know in Heaven’ ee ne 8 __ 3 9 . 10 Sth at Spring $ os 
- PERRY COMO (Victor) Wir or peace. we 
15B “I Love You” , 5 7 10 always foune 
. a ; [—_—e. aea it a < dations for 
G. JENKINS-ANDREWS SIS. ‘(Di pay ae = yeaa 
1I5C “ft Can Dream, Can't I” ¥ Ta I __10 business. And now 
P. WESTON-STARLIGHTERS (C) —as always — you'll 
15D “Reom Full of Roses” 1 __ 10 receive traditional 
_ " ae Frank Walker serv- 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) ice... plus a special 
IGA 15 “Cireus” + 2. 9 tee th:eatrical rate! 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 3 «Per GARAGE , 
16B “Again” 3 10 is 9 A eli NY Mis aly ly 
ag DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
16C 16 “Room Full of Roses” rer 10 3 9 
ART MOONEY \M-G-M) It's Music By 
16D 15 “Hep Scotch Polka” _......... wt 2... 9 SSE REER 
ee ee l G 
CURRENTLY | 1 2 3 é 5 JE 
FIVE T oO P | SOUTH PACIFIC | MISS LIBERTY SILVER LINING KISS ME, KATE SONGS WITHOUT Program today 
CAPITOL THEATRE | SONGS WonDs veh 
A L B U M S Broadway Cast | Broadway Cast Veughe Genre Broadwoy Cast Selected 
WASHINGTON, D. Cc. | (Paul Weston Orch) | fay 
| Columbia Columbia Victor Columbia | Capitol 
any Disk Best Sellers by Companies ——Decca Record (63128) —— 
The American Love Song (Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No. of FRANKIE CARLE | 
| CAN'T GIVE You Label Records Points Label Records Points ; 
DE ocessacosscosnsee: 2 137 = Capitol , 3 45 (Mills Music) 
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LOVE, BABY 








Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


MILLS MUSIC 











Upbeat 
New York 


Jack Hooke, of United Music, 
going into record biz with Sammy 
Kaye. former co-owner of Royal 
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America’s Foremost Vibraharpist 


RED NORVO 


and His Sextette 
BOP CITY, NEW YORK 


Opening Thursday, Sept. 15 
for Three Weeks 


oe ’ 
ee ae ee 
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ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


"JOE GLASER, Pres. 





New York 


745 5th Ave. Pi, 9-4600 203 N 


Chicago 


Hollywood 
9151 Sunset Bivd 


°o. Wabash 


| Roost, New York, using Roost Rec- tering of “Cherry,” tune published 


vrds as basis of new label called 


Three Deuces | Mercury Rec- 
ords signed vocal group called | 
“Voices By the Sea” 26-person 
outfit from Norfolk, Va. Paul 


Salvatori will represent St. Nicho- 
las Music in Chicago, Danny Cam- 
eron on Coast Ted Livingston, 
head af Mills Music copyright di- 
vision, resigned to establish own 
copyright and research office 
Tony Cabot, N. Y. maestro, pre- 
paring television show aimed at 
youngsters Jack Wilson, former 
Louisville, Ky., disk jockey, now a 
time salesman for New Rochelle, 
N. Y., FM station Mike Conner, 
Decca Record promotioner, un- 
harmed in second auto smash with- 
in three months, first of which 
broke his shoulder Charlie Spi- 
vak cuts first records for London 
label Saturday (17) Hot Lips 
Page cut “That Lucky Old Sun” 
for Harmony Records. 


Hollywood 


Tommy Dorsey has renewed his 
| lease on the Casino Gardens, Santa 
| Monica, for another five years 
Arthur Michaud off for N. Y. for 
a month of business talks on four 
/orchs he handles, Frankie Masters, 
|/Tommy Dorsey, Jack Fina and 
Charlie Barnet Harmony label 
will release Benny Goodman's plat- 





by Peer International. 


Cleveland 


Sammy Watkins back from Pip- 
ing Rock Club, Saratoga, N. Y., 
for month run at Vogue Room. 
before heading band for Florida 
winter date Hal Aloma’s 
Hawaiian crew into Statler Terrace 
Room Monday (12), staying until 
George Duffy outfit returns from 
Boston .. . Janet Haley added to 
Haydr Hendershott’s Debonaires at 
Vogue Room as vocalist ... Blue 
Barron, ex-Clevelander, set up 
$200 scholarship for local singing 
talent, to be picked by Gene Car- 
roll of WJMO and WEWS 
Lloyd Myers’ Aragon  baliroom 
returning to name band polic; 
Sept. i8 with Tex Beneke ... Dave 
Ennis orch reopened Borsellino’s 
for second season. 


Dallas 


| Orrin Tucker due in during Oct. 
and Nov., and has already several 
society affairs lined up during 
|those months. He also plans to 
make a series of one-nighters over 
the state .. . Blue Barron due in 








during Nov. and Dec, and Charlie | 


Spivak in Oct. and Nov.... Tex 
booked into Louann’s Noy. 


| 
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Michigan State Fair Lures 776,218 


Visitors for Record $730,000 Gross 


Detroit, Sept. 12. 
The Michigan State Fair 
smashed all attendance and gate 
receipt records as it celebrated its 
100th year Sept. 2 through Sunday 
(11). 


It was host 
fair officials 


to 776,218 persons, 
said. The previous 
record attendance was 728,947 in 
1938, when it ran 16 days. Gate 
receipts were $295,000, compared 
to $135,000 last year. Total fair 
receipts were about $730,600 

Much of the credit for its suc- 
cess was given to the entertain- 
ment program which featured Bob 
Hope, Jo Stafford, Bobby Breen, 
Tommy Bartlett, Tex Ritter and 
his rodeo, Grand Ole Opry and a 
supporting package of eight vaude 
turns All were booked by the 
Gus Sun agency. 

Hope drew 48,000 to the 8,000- 
seater Coliseum for his two-a-day 
performances (Sept. 2-4) for nifty 
$37,000 

Fair officials said Hope received 
$22,500, while Gus Sun represen- 
tatives set his three-day salary at 
$30,000. 


' 24. - 
o Stafford vande 


program Sept. 5-8, supported by 
Bobby Breen. They drew 25,000 
for a take of about $21,000. Miss 
Siafford received $7,500. Breen got 
$1,500. 

Tommy Bartlett, star of NBC's 
“Welcome Travelers” show, worked 
the last three days of the fair and 
drew about the same size audience 
and gate the Statford-Breen 
combine 

All headliners 
by the same eight 
The acts were bought 
age deal with Hal Sands. Cost was 
$30,000. They included turns by 
Hal Sands’ 24 Rockets, Ted Wald- 
man, harmonica; The Berrys, rol- 
ler-skating family; Wilkie & Dare, 
dancers; Mel Hall, bicycle act; 
Jack Shea, mad auctioneer; Ray 
and Madeline Samuels, dancers, 
and Al Verdi and Dolores, dancers. 


Tex Ritter and his rodeo put on 
two-a-day shows Sept. 3-10 and 
played to capacity audiences total- 
ling 100,000, in the grandstand. The 


as 


were 


gate was about $75,000 of which 
Ritter received 50°. 
Grand Ole Opry made one ap- 


pearance on opening day. 





supported | 
acts of vaude. | 
in a pack- | 





Abel's ‘Lexicon’ 
Fred Allen 
Gordon Allison 
El Asinof 
Buster Astor 
Al Baker 
Car! Ballantine 
‘Arthur Barkow 
Eileen Barton 
A. S. Beck 
Dr. Maurice Berger 
Lyle Bettger 
Billy Bishop 
Dr. Boston 
June Bundy 
Lee Burchill 
Joe Cavalier 
Sou Chan 
Cheeseborough Mfg. Co. 
Ci 6-0680 
J. C. Collier 
Cheryi Crawford 
Joe Csida 
Dan Dailey 
Jack Davies 
Dario D'Avila 
Wally Dean 

Paul Denis 

National! Distillers 
Bruce Elliott 


Nanette Fabray 
Gustave Flaubert 
Jerry Franken 
Franklin Savings Bank 
Tim and Moe Gale 
Diamond Horseshoe Gang 
Max Gordon 

Pauja Gould 

Johnny Greenhut 
Herman's of 6th Ave. 
Herman Hanson 
Hildona Court 
Holiday For Strings Ore. 
Helen Hoimes 

Doris Herne 

Betty Lee Hunt 
Herbert Jacoby 
Jennifer Jones 

Ade Kahn 

Jeanette Kamins 
Wolfe Kaufman 

Elia Kazan 

Sheldon Keller 
Messmore Kendall 
Abner Klipstein 
Irving Kostal 

La La 

j Dick La Marr 
Howard La Noce 

| Mark J. Leddy 











Max Leibman 





NOW APPEARING AT CAPITOL, New york 


* 


THANKS TO: 


* 


Alan Jay Lerner 
Marcus Loew 

J. H. Lubin 
Abbot Lutz 


A. A. & J. B. Marshall 














James Ward Marshail 
James Mason 
Julius May 

Bert McCord 
Victor McLeod 
Ray Middleton 
Joe Mirabeiia 
money 

Wm. Morris 

MCA 

Leon Newman 
Northwest Airlines 
Chauncey Olman 
Pazo Ointment 
Joan O'Sullivan 


Sam Pearlman 
enicillin 

ill Peterson 
Sidney H. Piermont 
Lydia Pinkham 
(lied about my age) 
Sol Radam 

Re 2-9915 

Renald and Rudy 
Billy Rose 

David Rose 

Natalie Rosenburg 
Paul Ross 
Jay Russell 
Julius Schmid 
Security Mutual 
Ira Skutch 

Walter Siggins 

Bill Smith 

Spivy 

Ed Sullivan 

Robert Sylvester 
Herbie Swank 

Eliz. Talbot-Martin 
Johnny Thompson 
Max Tishman 

| Bank and Trust Co. 


Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Marshall | 


Colonel Wade 
Billy Waldron 
Hiram Walker 
Kurt Weill 

Allan Whitehead 
R. FE. M. Whittaker 
Earl Wilson 

Gleb Yellin 

John Yorke 


George Zieg 
AND MANY OTHERS 
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Julie Wilson Doubling 
Chicago, Sept. 13. 
Julie 


Sept. 22. 

Singer, who has the Lisa Kirk 
role in the musicomedy, leaves the 
cast Jan. 1 to play the Maisonette, 
N. Y 


Philly Cafe’s Talent 


~ Splurge to Stave 
Off Competis 


Philadelphia, Sept. 13 

The Latin Casino has lined up an 
array of top talent in an attempt 
to stave off opposition of the Click 
Club. 

Harry Steinman, Casino’s oper- 
ator, is shelling out one of. the 
largest budgets in the history of 
the cafe. Attraction parade opened 
with the current show headed by 
Martha Raye. Carl Ravazza fol- 
lows, Sept. 28; George Jessel is 
booked for week of Oct. 12; Harry 
Richman bows Oct. 19; Martin and 
Lewis go in for a month, starting 





Oct. 24, and Tony Martin follows 
Nov. 23 
Jessel is slated to be in Phila- 


delphia for the Haym Solomon an- 
nual celebration, and while there 
was persuaded to go into the nitery 
for a week. The Martin and Lewis 
stand is a date owed by the come- 
dians from last season, when they 
were released for other appear- 
ances. 

The Philadelphia cafe booking 
situation is reminiscent of the one- 
time rivalry between the Latin 
Quarter and Harem. New York. 
Latin Quarter snagged a series of 
top attractions which couldn't be 
bucked by the nearby Harem, and 
consequently the latter folded. 





New Kay Thompson Act 
Debuts at Beverly, N. 0. 


New Orleans, Sept. 13. 

Kay Thompson, after splitting 
with the Williams Bros., is break- 
ing in a new act to open at the 
Beverly Club here Oct. 6. She'll 
be supported by a male trio which 
Robert Alton is picking up on 
the Coast. 

Alton, who staged the act with 


Wilson will double from | 
Chi company of “Kiss Me, Kate” | 
into the Palmer House starting | 


| 


By JOE WALKER 
Atlantic City, Sept. 13. 

More than 41,000 people paid 
$60,000 to witness the events lead- 
ing up to the crowning of the new 
Miss America. This figure does 
not include income from the huge 
boardwalk parade, which might 
net the Pageant between $5,000 
and $10,000. It also does not in- 
clude the income from programs, 
which were hawked from booths 
on the walk and in front of the 
Convention hall the four nights 
of the show 

Attendance in the huge hall was 
up 26% over last year. Box seats, 
with 1,176 completely sold out for 
all nights, went for $4.89, includ- 
ing tax, for three nights, and were 
upped to $6.89 for final night. Sat- 
urday night excepted, general ad- 
mission, in the balcony, was $1; 
orchestra, $1.25, and reserved $3, 
all plus tax. 

Although $60,000 was the ex- 
pected take from the show this 
total is regarded conservative con- 
sidering that $57,000 was realized 
last year, and with the scales high- 
er th’: year. 

On the outgo. costs for staging 
the show are figured at $31,000. 
Then there year-round office 


Is a 


to maintain plus traveling costs 
for its director. Leonore Slaugh- 


ter, and incidental expenses. With 
the $57,000 take in 1948 the Page- 
ant corporation figured it netted 
less than $2,000, and this year, 
despite the increase, won't have 
too much profit. 

Contestant Awards 

Girls who get into the inner 
circle, the 15 finalists from whom 
Miss America is named, each gets 
$1,000. Miss America gets $5,000; 
runner-up gets $3,000; second run- 
ner-up $2,500; third $2,000; fourth 
$1,500, and fifth $1,000. The money 
must be used for scholarships. 

The girls usually do well after 
the Pageant is over also. For in- 
stance, Bebe Shopp. Miss America 
of last year, was reputed to have 
made $50,000. 

The Pageant this year, with re- 
gard to entertainment, eclipsed 
previous years. Some of the talent 
was weak, but for the most part 


License Snarl Delays 
Opening of Birdland Cafe 


Opening of the Birdland, N. Y., 


the Williamses, is also staging the | sated for last Thursday (8), was 


new routine and is writing original | 


material with Miss Thompson. Ap- 
pearance here will be ivliowed by 
a booking at either the Palmer 
House or Biackstone Hotel; Chi- 
cago, and the Plaza or the Ver- 
sailles, N. Y. Singer is now re- 
cording for Decca, having left 
Columbia. 


Midwest Vaude Dates | 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 
Vie Brown, formerly with Na- 
tional Concert and Artists Corp., 
joins the 
agency as head of the new radio 
and television department... 
Jorbnny Mack into the Bellvue, 
Moutreai, Oct. 6 for four weeks 
Pearl Bailey set for the Na- 
tional, Louisville, Sept. 29... 
Dick Gale comics at the Troca- 
dero, Evansville. Ind., Sept. 15. 
' Palace, Akron, and Circle, In- 
dianapolis, are still waiting for the 
go-ahead signal on vaudeville with 
Palace trying to work out a deal 
with the musicians union, and the 
Circle, with the stagehands ... 
Tri-State theatres are welcoming 
back vaude at the Paramount, Des 
Moines, with William Morris 
agency handling bookings. First 
show Sept. 16 has Lind Bros. pack- 
age with Tony Marx, Frank Tucker 
& Gloria, and the Malinos. 


—FOR RENT — 
NIGHT CLUB 
OR RESTAURANT 


1576 Broadway 
at 43th Street 


Formerly “The Roos?" 
Famous BEBOP Lecation 


APPROX. 6,600 SQUARE FEET 
Prominent Broadway Entrance 


WALTER J. SALMON 


or Your Own Broker 


11 West 42nd Street, New York 
PEna 68-5300 























| postponed because of failure to get 
|a liquor license. Spot's operator, 
|Monte Kaye, had already spent 
| considerable coin on decorations 
|and advertising when notification 
_ came that the State Liquor Author- 
ity declined application for a li- 
cense pending further investiga- 
| tion. 
' It’s reported the liquor board is 
checking on several anonymous 
complaints against the  nitery. 
| Charlie Parker and the Treniers 
| were to open at the spot. 
Birdland, operated as the Clique 
'Club last year, and closed during 
| the spring after a siege of bad busi- 


David P. O'Malley ¢SS. Kaye took over and gave it 


the newer tag. 








Atlantic City's Miss America’ Pageant 
Drew Over 41,000 for $60,000 Gate 


, the girls were good enough to hold 
| their own on any stage. 

The show attracted some top 
show biz names. Eddie Cantor was 
,on hand, and called to the stage 
by Bob Russell, emcee, clowned 
and sang “If You Knew Susie.” 

Lee Shubert took a bow. Then 
Russell introduced the Miss Amer- 
icas of previous years. Talent 
hunters were many. 

Talent, besides the girls, in- 
cluded some topnotch vaudeville 
acts plus six girls who made the 
finals in other Pageants. Show was 
directed by Howard Buzby, one of 


the owners of beachfront hotel 
Dennis. 

The new Miss America, Miss 
Arizona, appeared in an abbre- 


viated version of “Romeo and Ju- 
liet.” 























SQUARE DANCE 
CALLER 


Now Appearing at Studio 61 
Carnegie Hall, New York 


Available Saturday Nites 
Starting October 7 


BILL CAIRNS 


7 La Veta Piace, Nyack, N. Y. 
Nyack 7-1631-J 


NAOMI 
STEVENS 


Chants With a Chuckle 
NOW APPEARING 


Glenn Rendezvous 
NEWPORT, KY. 

















YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
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America's Newest Young Singing Discovery 


Featured in Russell Markert’s New Revue 


at RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Mgt.: PHIL OFFIN, 48 West 48th St.. New York 


ROGERS 


Vaudeville — Radio 
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Schine Circuit Expanding Vande Time | 
To 102 Days by End of October 


The Schine circuit, now with 72| up theatres in the following Penn- 
days of playing time, will add 30. 


additional days by the end of Octo- 
= cm around Oct. 25 with Bucy- 
rus, Norwalk, Tiffin, Mi. Vernon 
and Athens scheduled to teeoff on 
that date. 

The circuit’s major concentration 
will be in New York state, where 
24 houses will be in operation at 
the end of the month It’s cur- 
rently the largest number of vaude 
houses for any circuit. It also will 
run regular stageshows in Milford, 
Del., and Lexington, Ky The 
Schines will operate in Albany, 
Amsterdam, Syracuse, Gloversville, 


Geneva, Glens Falls. Watertown, 
Lockport, Auburn, Little Falls, 
Newark (N. Y.), Portiand, Norwich, 
Oneonta, Saranac, Ogdensburg, 
Olean, Oswego, Corning. Malone, 
Messena, Bath, Plattsburgh and 
Ithaca. 


The Al & Belle Dow office. which 
books for the Schines, will start 
booking the Natopolis circuit, in 
Pennsylvania, and independents 
located in Michigan, Maine, Mas- 
sachusetts and Vermont. Towns 
already lined up include Benning- 
ton, Vt.; Calais, Portland, Bidde- 
ford. Bangor, all in Maine: Fall 
River and New Bedford. Mass.: 
Flint, Washington and Bay City 
Michigan. 

In addition, the Dows have lined 
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Margery Welles at the Piano 
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SPECIAL WEEKLY Rates 
HOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES 
Seantifad Air Conditioned Cocktadl Lounge 
GEEEBWALKING DISTANCE Of ALL [HEAT OOS 





The Ohio territory is slated 
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Client Willing te Buy 
SMALL NIGHTCiUB 
About 75 Seating Capacity, including Bar 
: Kast 408 or M's 
Submit Complete Details 


F. PEGLER 
¢ Sparc E DAVIES REALTY CO. 
4 Madison Ave., N. ¥. MU. 6-3076 





————_————— 


Auditorium Attractions Wanted 
50 Consecutive Dates! 
$250-$750 Nightly, Guaranteed 


Prefer singers with ‘movie’ names, 
however slight, in “pop” concerts! 








carefully consider 41) = Sub- 
missions; novelty, instrumental, dra- 
matic, ete. 


Write Box 543 VARIETY, 
164 W. 46th St.. New York 19, 











ton and Denver college museums. | 


sylvania towns: Ecorse, Altoona. 
Alaquippa, Huntingdon, Butler 
and Shamokin. Dows will also 


book vaude for the Walter Reade 
Circuit. 


Hildegarde Ties 
With Morris Agcy. 


Close on the heels of her tiff 
with Jack Bertell and Music 
of America, both no longer 
ciated in the booking representa- 
tion of Hildegarde, Anna Sosenko 
has taken her charge to the Wil- 
liam Morris agency. Miss Sosenko 
is longtime personal manager for 
the chanteuse, and it was her dis- 
approval of some of MCA-Bertell 
booking tactics that caused the 
schism. 

This included (1) a 
week signaturing for the Statler 
Hotels route, when Miss Sosenko 
held out for and got $6,000: and 
2), the acceptance of Hildegarde’s 
signature to such lower-salaried 
contracts. The unusualness of this 
lies in that Miss Sosenko has been 
personal attorney and signatory for 
the act for 17 years; in fact, Hilde- 
garde's signature of the Statler 
contracts were the first she ever 
signed personally. It was done at 
a time when, it is charged, the old 





Corp 


asso- 


$5,000-per- 


agents sought to create a breach 
hetween the songstress and Miss 
Sosenko. 

The Morris agency's g. m.. Abe 


Lastfogel, and the chanteuse’s per- 
sonal rep have long enjoyed close 
friendship, although not on a busi- 
ness basis. Wally Jordan, radio- 
television head of WM, has an ABC 
radio contract pending, but this 
may interfere with Hildegarde’s 
concert touring plans next year 





College Honors Hildegarde 
Rutherford, N. J., Sept. 13 


Farleigh Dickinson College will 
present a scroll of honor to Hilde- 
garde on Thursday (15) at a cap- 
and-gown fete. followed by a din- 
ner, saluting the chanteuse for 
“outstanding artistry.” President 
Peter Sammartino of this 900 co- 
educational student body, and his 
wife, will preside. 

Some of the Hildegarde-Sosenko 
collection of paintings will go on 
two weeks’ exhibition at the col- 
lege museum. They are siated for 
exhibition thereafter at the Hous- 





| Walters’ Bid for Carroll’s 


‘bid for the Earl Carrojl Theatre’ 


Must Await Court Okay 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 


Lou Walters, operator of 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., has put in a 


Restaurant. Deal is to be approved 
by the courts. 

Spot is currently being run by 
the late showman’s estate through 


_Mrs. Jesse Schuyler, estate's execu- 


trix. 














GEORGE PRENTICE 


“The Man Who Put the Punch in Punch and Judy” 


as 


CURRENTLY APPEARING 


AT 


RADIO CITY 
MUSIC HALL 


NEW YORK 





| Thanks to RUSSELL MARKERT 








Direction: 


_MARK J. LEDDY 





leon Newman 


PIAF’S LONDON DEBUT 


turned from a summer in Europe, 
where 


and 


SET BY CLIFF FISCHER 


Clifford C. Fischer, recently re- 


he was readying . Edith 
Piaf's return engagement to the 





Club Versailles, N. Y., opening to- | 


night (Wed.), is slated to make 


another European visit next month. 


He has several deals pending. 
Among them is a spring-summer 


concert tour for Miss Piaf in Lon- 
don with the provinces to follow. 


It will mark her debut in England. 

French chanteuse’s current en- 
gagement at the Versailles is for 
12 weeks, and she returns to Paris 
other Continental bookings 
pronto thereafter 


Anger Heads New GAC re 
Dept. to Handle Vaude-Musicals 


Belief that condensed versions 
of legit musicals will figure strong- 
ly in future vaude bookings has 


caused General Artists Corp. to 
form a production dept. to handle 
such _ displays. Harry 
who’s working on the tab version 
of “Make Mine Manhattan” will 
head it. “Manhattan” deal is still 
being worked on for the N. Y 
Strand to follow “High Button 
Shoes.” 


Possibility is that GAC will also 


Anger, | 


attempt to condense dramatie 
shows for vaude presentation. Idea 
is being broached to theatre book- 
ers, but response will depend on 
what shows would be available. 

GAC is the second agency to 
concentrate on condensed musicals. 
Charlie Yates of Associated Book- 
ing Corp. started the idea with the 
booking of “Shoes” at the Strand, 
N. Y.. to follow current Xavier 
Cugat layout. He has lined up the 
rights to several other shows. 
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America’s Newest Singing Team 
7 WEEKS — NEW RECORD — BISMARCK, CHICAGO 




















“THEY’RE WONDERFUL” 


... Hunt, 
Chicago Sun-Times 


“... GIVEN THE ROOM 
A WONDERFUL LIFT.” 


. . » Topper, 
Chicago Herald- 


American 





“It is a refreshing, pleasant ex- 
perience to hear lovely little 


BETTY JANE WATSON 


and her handsome husband, 


JERRY AUSTEN 


sing in the Swiss Chalet of the Bis- 
marck hotel. If they can keep the 
unassuming, happy manner they 
showed on opening night they 
should become one of the top sing- 
ing teams in the country. 

Betty and Jerry are blessed with 
beautiful voices, and their collab- 
oration is cute without being coy— 
heartwarming, not sticky. Dick 
Barstow, who seems to do every- 
thing well from writing special ma- 
terial for these kids to staging cir- 
cus revues, has provided Betty and 
Jerry with the cleverest number 
in their repertory. It is a conver- 
sation piece telling the story of 
their personal romance, and lead- 
ing up to a very entertaining ren- 
dition of “Happy Talk" from 
“South Pacific.” 

Of course the kids do their spe- 
cialties from ‘“Oklahoma!,” the 
musical in which they met, and 
each has a turn at solos. 


IT’S A GREAT ACT.” 


. Davidson, Chicago Tribune 








Lee Mortimer (N. 


Staging by: 
RICHARD BARSTOW 


ttn. 





, -__-s 


Y. Mirror), visiting Chicago, says: 


Opening CAPITOL THEATRE oct. 6th 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Exclusive Management: 


JACK BERTELL 














“A HIT AS A TEAM” 


. . . Morgan, 
Chicago Daily News 


“... DELIGHTFUL...” 


... Dawn, 
Chicago Herald- 
American 


“SOCKO.” 


Tweed eS 
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Ice Show Reviews 


Ice-Capades of 1950 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. 

Tenth edition of Arena Maw 
agers Assn. ice show in two acts 
and 30 scenes, produced by John 
H. Harris. Choreography by Ches 
ter Hale, assisted by Rosemarie 
Stewart and Robert Dench; cos 
tumes by Billy Livingston, John 
N. Boeoth. Jr... and Mme. Karinska 
scenery and props by Richard N 
Jackson and Floyd Parish; 
score by Jeri D. Mayghall 
by Fran Frey and orchestra under 


wusticdai 


assiste d 


direction of Mayhall Feature 
Donna Atwood, Bobby Specht, Old 
Smoothies Irma Thoma & Orr 
Markhu Eric Waite. Jackson & 
] jna Ruby & Bobby Maro. 
Charles Slagle, Patti Philleppt, Gil 
& Tuffy McKellen, Forgie & La 
son Alan Konrad Jack on & Ni 
son, Salter & Kinney, Helen David 
son, Johnny Lettengarver, Mary 
Lela Wocd, Frank St. Amant, Jo 
seph Setta, Don sjearson Mary 
Lou Landreville, Chuckie Ste 
Al Tne Gardens Pittsburg! for 
three weeks beginning Sept. 7 
$3 75 top 

On its 10th birthday “Ice 
Capade gives ample proof that 
the well hasn't run dry. If any 
thing, a new gusher seems to have 
come in 

Again John H. Harris has shot 


the treasury on his winter wonde! 











HELENE and HOWARD 
Currently 


EARLE 





PHILADELPHIA 











. lists’ 
‘The Magical Mentan® 
Lucille and Eddie 


ROBERTS 


currently 4th W we 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


New Orleans, 1a. 


n 
Thanks te May ‘Johns? 











land. and 1950 edition easily 
matches and even at times sur- 
passes past spectacles. It’s a daz- 
ziing thing of color and novelty. 
Since there are only so many 
things that can be done on ice, 
and the people of “Ice-Capades” 
have done them time and again 
it's the eye Harris has wisely con- 
centrated on. Even if his com 


pany merely walked out on the 
painted glaze and just stood still 
they would still be a pleasure to 
look at 

Costumes not only obviously 


come to a king’s ransom, but there 


taste. too, and a spinning beau 
as well about the silks and 
atins which swirl around the ice 


n breathtaking cascades of colo 
Openin revealed the need of 
ome editing. maybe quarter hou 


or so, and a speedier tempo, but 
those things will come with a few 
more performances, and no reason 
at al! why latest show shouldn't 
cash in everywhere just as heavil) 


as its predecessors. It’s got every 
thing to sell 


Having tapped the Walt Disney 
ode tor the first time last year 
vith Snow White and Seven 
Dwarfs Harris goes back there 
again al results -are just as hap 
py his time show's big feature 
which closes the first act, is Dis 
eyv's “Tov Shop.” an _ original 
tairy tale ‘by William Cottrell, of 
Disnev studio) which brings on 
Viickey and Minnie Mouse, Pinoc 
chio. Dumbo. Pluto and Donald 
Duck, and gives top-billed stars 
Donna Atwood, as a doll that 
comes to life, and Bobby Specht, 
playing a young toy-maker, a 


chance to show their graceful stuff 


on skates. It’s also a sock show- 
case for Erie Waite and his com 
edy routine Dialog and most 
of the music for “Toy Shop” have 
been tape-recorded, and a first 


rate technical job all around. The 


Disney characters are excellent 
recreations and on skates they're 
a corking novelty. Winds up with 


a toy soldier and sentry-box march 
by the ensembles that’s a crack 
topper especially those sentry 
boxes gliding over the rink like 
self-propelled automatons. 
Other stand-out production 
pieces are a beautiful “Garden of 
Roses.” which gives Miss Atwood 
and Specht another chance to go 
to town, and they do; “Jungle 


live strikingly costumed, which 
has Johnny Lettengarver, former 


Olvmpic star, in a neat exhibition 
and Jackson and Lynam virtually 
tving the show into Knots with the 
best of their antic routines: and 
“Teen Age Party,” which intro- 
duces Bobby and Ruby Maxon 
couple of classy skaters who were 


with “Ice Follies” for long time 
it gets Waite on again, too, but 
doing virtually same thing he's 


been doing for years but in a dif- 
ferent background. 

Old Smoothies (Irma Thomas 
and Orrin Markhus;: in their tradi- 





















































America’s Foremost Stylist 


Opening Thursday, September 15th 


CAFE SOCIETY 


DOWNTOWN 
oy. Undetinitety) 
‘Personal Management: JACK BERTELL 


| tional next-to-closing spot, are still 
standouts; Gil and Tuffy McKel- 


len put on football uniforms for 
some crashing acrobatics and bad- 
minton game between Hugh wy 
and Stig Larson has become a fhx- 
ture and deserves to be. Crowd 
went for it 
vear, and boys have added some 


new and amusing twists. Orch's 
under the direction of Jeri D. 
Mayhall. who also did the arrange- 
ments and compiled the score, 
which this season includes two 
original tunes, “I Fell. in Love 
With a Dream” and “Toy Shop 
Jamboree,” by Eliot Daniel and 
Johnny Lange. for the Disney 
number, and Brian McDonald, as 
in past handles the announce 
ments from a mike on the band 
stand Chester Hale's choreog 
rapl al' the way is out of top 
di wer 

Harris freely credits “Snow 
White with giving 1949 edition 
biggest biz in show’s history. “Toy 





Shop” should do likewise for the 
current show. At Digney’s, “Ice 
Capades” has clearly found a deep 
and inexhaustible source of sup 
ply Cohen. 
Holiday on lee 
(CITY AUDITORIUM) 
Denver, Sept. 9 
Taking about 130 to put on this 
sho with 85 skaters, there is a 
multiplicity of acts, but it runs 
along in snappy fashion 


scenes are slickly 
staged with 


The production 
lighted and beautifully 


elaborate costumes and orchestral 
backgrounding that enhances the 
artistry of the skaters Most un- 
usual of these is the “Enchanted 


Garden” with the ensemble rigged 
out as flowers and trees that dance 
with abandon and gaiety. At the 
climax of this number the ice is 
converted into a colorful garden. 

“The Princess with the Glass 
Heart.” featuring Dorothy Goos and 
Murray Galbraith, is also outstand- 
ing. Miss Goos is a vision of ioveli- 

(Continued on page 56) 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Sept. 13 
The Research Laboratory of the 
Variety Clubs hespital is being re- 
modeled, going all out in research 
of tuberculosis with the Rockefel- 
ler Foundation backing 





John Rosenberg (Loew's Hart- 
ford after three months of ob- 
servation, upped him for meals 


Marie Gallagher (Warner Bros. ) 


in trom Philadelphia for weekend 
to visit her daughter, Dolly Gal 
lagher. who expects all-clear pa 
pers soon 


Radio stztion WNBZ saluted Ed- 
die Vogt on his birthday. Also 
Dr. Henry Leetch, former .NVA 
medico 

Henrietta Allan has added extra 


pounds during her first month of, 


rest routine. 

Sophia 
former cashier Utica 
Utica, N. Y., now doing secre- 
tarial work in downtown colony. 

Ed Stokes. Jack and Phil Keir 
in trom N. Y. C. to bedside Sam 


| ‘RKO? Kelley, who is showing 
nice progress. 
Among the showfolks visiting 


the Variety Clubs hospital during 
the holiday were Desautels Bros., 
Henry Dionne, Abe Driscoll and 
KE. G. Dodds, all exhibitors and 
j managers. 

| The Ted Bodwells, who are va- 
cashing at Lake Placid, took time 
out to ogle the hospital and chat 
with Te Caumont, who is doing 
nicely. 

\fter spending a two-month va- 
cation in the colony Lee Klimick 
‘Republic Pix) has checked out 
— =. we oe 

Write to those who are ill, 


i 
' 


| 


Arthur Lee Simpkins set for 
Bellevue Casino, Montreal, Jan. 12. 
and Town Casino, Buffalo, Jan. 30. 


Ss 


CARDINI 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers.” 


ABEL, VARIETY 
MARCH 9th, 1949 














MCA WM. MORRIS AGENCY 





more than ever this | 


Medes, ex-Rogerite and | 
theatre, | 

















DIETRICH and DIANE 


Toys in Technicolor" 









Currently operating Children + 
Theatre, Chicage Railroad Fair. 
watil October 2. 


Booked solid until May 1. 1950 





For ovailabilities 
250 W: S7tn, N.Y.C 


EODIE ELKORT 


Persian Room, N. Y., 
Relights With Borge 


N. Y., will open Sept. 23 with Vic- 


tor Borge, Bob Grant and Mark 
|Monte bands. Only other name 
definitely set for this room is Hil- 
degarde, who plays annual stand 
there in March. 


Deal had been on for Kay 
Thompson and the Williams Bros., 
but team has been dissolved, Miss 
Thompson may play the date solo 


Million Dollar Pier 
In Atlantic City Is 
Gutted by 2006 Fire 


Atlantic City, Sept. 13 
The Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic 
Citv. was gutted in a $200,000 fire 
early this morning (13). The dance- 
hall and most of the front end of 
the structure was destroyed, but a 


small theatre at the end of the 
pier remained. Fire was discov- 
ered around 4 a.m. this morning 
and a general alarm was sent out 

Pier, operated until last year by 
George A. Hamid, who also op- 
erates the Steel Pier in this city, 
is now owned by a Philadelphia 
syndicate headed by realtor Clar- 
ence L. Crosson. Pier this year was 
operated by George Costeilo, of 
Staten Island. N. Y., who owns a 


Gant af 
mace. Vi 


It's not likely that the pier will 
be rebuilt for some time, inasmuch 
as it’s been a losing proposition for 
a number of years. This year, the 
front end of the spot was used as a 
bingo parlor, and a multitude of 
small concessions dotted the place. 

Million Dollar Pier was built in 
1906 by the late Capt. John L. 

‘Young and Stewart McShane, who 
operated it until it was leased by 
Hamid. Hamid gave it up last sea- 
son when owners refused to chip in 
with a necessary $200,000 facelift. 

The destruction of Million Dol)? «1 
Pier leaves only one major pier in 
operation, the Steel Pier. Othe: 
major pier still standing is the Gar- 
den Pier. which the city is seeking 
to raze and convert to a recreation 
park. Most of the big piers have 
been destroyed in fires. Young’s 
Pier burned in 1923; Central Pier 
was destroved in 1929, and the 
Steeplechase in 1932. 


Miranda Ill; Dick Haymes 
Subs at Cocoanut Grove 


Hollywood, Sept. 13 
Dick Haymes will substitute for 
Carmen Miranda Oct. 4 at the 
| Cocoanut Grove. Latin thrush has 
been cancelled, on her doctor's 
‘orders. Date is for four weeks. 
Eddie Fitzpatrick orch has been 
offered $2,250 weekly to backstop 
| Haymes, same figure crew will get 
'for its November date at the Grove 
with Carl Brisson. Miss Miranda’s 
| deal originally called for the nitery 
‘to use Bill Heathcock’s crew and 
four maraccamei. When she had 
to quit the Heathcock deal also was 
cancelled. 


excursion beats. 














Canadian Expo 


Persian Room of the Hotel Plaza, | 


Drew 2,650,500 


Toronto, Ont., Sept. 13. 

Record crowds totalling 2,650,000 
with turnstile tariff at 40c, set a 
new attendance high at the Cana- 
dian National Exhibition for the 
annua! fortnight show, closing 
Saturday (10) midnight. This was 
39,000 people over the 1948 two- 
week figure 

Olsen and Johnson at $2 top 
grossed a capacity $400,000 in ad- 
vance for the 24,000-seater grand- 
stand show; George Hamid had a 
hefty $150,000 for the afternoon 
three-hour grandstand vaude-cir 
cus at a $1 top and acts integrated 
into the O and J show for evening 
performances on a straight buy. 


Patty Conklin’s annual midway, 
with *mest attractions tabbed at 
50c. drew beefs from cautious cus- 


tomers but grossed a big $250,000. 
Operators and concessionaries re- 
ported highly satisfactory returns 
for the annual two-weeks CNE. 





Earle, Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 





COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTE R. 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 


NOS. 1 te 30 @ $1.00 Ea. 
(Order in Sequence Oniy) 


—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 


All 30 Files for £25.00 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES $10 Per 

@ MINSTREL BUDGET 

@ HUMOR-DOR for 

@ 3 Blackewt Books S| 

3 Diff. Vels. fer $50 

Send fer FREZ fe. eon ether material. 


Ne C.C.D's—Open ieei. Sundays 
PAULA SMITH : 


200 W. S4th St., Dept. V, N.Y. 19 
CIRCLE 7-1130 


or all 


Dotty 

















' r “and 
1 Jack : 
Powell ag 
Concluding 
BROCKTON FAIR 
THIS WEEK 
Mgr.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
RKO Bidg., Suite 902 3Udsen 6-3345 
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KANNON 


Stitt at DETROIT'S most becutiful 


CLUB GAY HAVEN 


Thanks To: 
PETE !ODICE & JOHN ANTHONY 
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BOOKING 
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@ENERAL UXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 46h %.. M.Y.€ * Byers 9.7888 
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Starlight Roof, N. Y. 

( IOTEL WALDORF-ASTORIA) 

jack Fina Orch (14) with Bob | 
Darnell and Pepe Larderos; Mischa 
Borr Orch; $2 cover after 10. 

Jack Fina, comparatively new ‘o 
maestroing, has the necessary in- 
gredients to click at a spot such 
as the Starlight Roof, and evi 
dences that anew on his current | 
date. The piano-playing maestro is 
a nice-looking front, and his work 
at the ivories is always properly 
spotlighted in the band’s var.ed 
routine of pops, old standards and 
semi-classics. All highly dance- 
able, and listenable, too, with 
Fina’s arrangements of his sweet 
stvie, leaning toward the semi- 
classical, being of top caliber. 

Outfit, which with Mischa Borr’s 
Latin outfit comprises the Star- 
light Roof's bill currently, includes 
14 men, with Fina, namely three 
brass, four reeds, three fiddles, 
three rhythm. Plus singers Bob 
Darnell and Pepe Landeros. Dar- 
nell does the straight pops, and 
Landeros the Latin melodies, both 
okay. A girl singer would give 
the outfit some needed s.a. 

Borr. longtime standby at the 
Waldorf, as usual, socks over for 
the Latin dansapation. There's 
never a lull in the dance music, 
incidentally, as the band change- 
overs find the sidemen exchanging 

laces gradually while maintain- 
ing the music. Kahn. 





Copacabana, N. Y. 

Joe E. Lewis ‘Austin Mack at 
piano), Kay Starr, Cabot & Dres- 
den, James Barrie, Terri Stevens, 

Far Isiz:—-C$ope —Gitis--+2}, 
Michael Durso and Fernando AIl- 
vares bands; songs, Gordon Jen- 
kins & Tom Adair; staged by Doug- 
las Coudy; costumes, Billy Living- 
ston; $3 and $4.50 minimum. 


7a 


Le 
eae ‘ 


Joe E. Lewis, the Copa and all 
that goes with postwar nitery stand- 
ards join the new trend of giving 
extra values, if business pavity is to 
be maintained. For a time it ap- 
peared as if Joe Everglades Lewis 
could come in and .recite Toots 
Shor’s menu and do business, but 
that easy-catchpenny trend has long 
since passed. The Copa knows it, 
too. because it’s only when a Du- 
rante, Lena Horne, Martin & Lewis, 
Peter Lind Hayes, Mitzi Green or 
Joe E. Lewis are the attractions 
that it really opens up that “Burma 
road,” as the end-room shelves are 
called. These are the faraway 

laces which, if populated, is the 

rometer that the walls are bulg- 
ing. 

As for Lewis himself, very wisely 
he has left his Racing Form for a 
spell and gone into a trance with 
his authors. The end results are 
socko. They have whipped up a 
galaxy of songs which makes the 
affectionate salvo given the come- 
dian consistent on quality as well 
as sentiment. It's no secret to the 
rounders that Joe E. had been 
coasting on his last year’s jewels, 
but he now has some Cartier lyrics 
that are as solid as Fort Knox for 
any nitery. 

The pixie personality comedian 
again gives accent to his gee-gee 
predilections with songs and stories 
glorifying his bookmakers, notably | 
the parody on “Ghost Riders in the 
Sky.” His Gilbert & Sullivan varia- 
tion of “The Groom” is a minor 
classic as is his Viennese t- 

urri built around the “Student 

ince” fol-de-rol. “Wonderful 
Guy.” “Yankee Doodle Litvak” (not 
7” the parity of the others). 
“Irish Shapiro” (‘also spotty), the 
“Bali Ha’i” number, parodies on 
“Margie,” “Susie,” etc., and top- 
ing off by introducing Tommy 
ead, ex-jockey in racetrack re- 
galia, comprise an all new reper- 
toire, most of it socko. Lewis is in 
for a solid run without a doubt. 

Douglas Coudy has whipped up 
another new format with mostly 
new Copa babes and good subfea- 
tures in song stylist Kay Starr; the 
terping Cabot & Dresden, who 
Overstay despite their basic worth; 
a cute and petite ballerina, Patricia 
Adair, who almost steals the sur- 
rounding revue; and two person- 
able number-leaders in James Bar- 
rie and Terri Stevens as juve and 

ue. 

ss Starr who comes east from 
the Coast and with a minor disk 
ildup errs in over-stylized deliv- 
ery that makes for sameness if not 
monotony. The similarity of pace 
to slow after her “Too Mar- 
Velous” opener. “Papa Goes,” 
Man,” “Ain't Misbehaving” 
and “Loneliest Girl in Town" are 
aiso slightly Janie-one-note in 
me. This does not gainsay Miss 
rr's basic values as a singing 
Personality. ‘Her brunet good looks 
and general class also are no deter- 
. In short, she has come a long 
Since first noticed in VARIETY 
Joe Venuti’s bandsinger at the 

um, Lincoln, Neb., in 1940. 

Feature of Cabot & Dresden’s 
ballroomology is still the acro-terp 
Prowess of the male with some 
Prodiguous lifts and whirls. 
on dy’s production numbers in- 


| Paris” opener, includin 


» > 


(ence community-sing of “Pal-ing 


toms inspector, etc. he second | 
number, the one with the dance- | 
cards, is a class flash and a spon- | 
taneous applause-inspirer. nci- 
dentally, the line has stepped up its. 
s.a. batting average. “Carousel” | 
samba finale is in the regular Copa 
idiom, but it is here where the 
diminutive sambaing of Patricia 
Adair is an audience-arrester. 

The Gordon Jenkins-Tom Adair 
surrounding songs are tuneful and 
one of durable proportions; Billy 


| Livingston's costumes are exceed- 
| ingly fetching; Mike Durso does his 
| usual tiptop show and dance band 


job; Lewis is back and maitre d’ 
Joe Lopez is in his heaven once 
again. 
_ PS—The same minimum of bill- 
ing to Monte Proser continues, al- 
though the onetime head man and 
founder of the Copa was circulating 
at the premiere, but the accent is 
more and more on Jules Podell, in- 
cluding program billing in the cui- 
sine department. Jack Entratter 
continues the No. 1 greeter as ma- 
jor domo of both the basement bis- 
tro and the Copa lounge which, in- 
cidentally, is due for a WMGM 
buildup when that Metro station 
inherits the WINS line and with it 
the Jack Eigen midnight-4 a.m. 
disk jockey buildup. The Metro 
station, apart from its powerful 
50,000 wattage, is already “casting” 
Hollywood names to make the Copa 
and Eigen a must stopoff while 
east, as part of the trailerizing for 
Eigen’s radio commercials § of 
which there have been a minimum 
during the WINS tenure despite 
the jock’s wide nocturnal listening 
audience. Abel. 
Vine Gardens, Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 9 
Doily Kay, Jerry Coe & Dick 
Lynn, Susan King. Mel Cole Orch, 
Pancho Rhumba Orch; $3.50 min- 


treat. 





Spot's getting a reputation for 
developing name _ talent—namely, 
Joey Bishop and the Lind Bros.— 
but with eurrent bill it looks as 
if Dolly Kay’s comeback will aiso 
spring from there. Miss Kay, with 
her husky voice, exciting gestures 
and manner of talking to the audi- 
ence in a tough but joshing way, 
garners sock response with seat- 
holders. Ga! ‘ooks good and the 
way she dis*<«s out the oldies be- 
speaks showmanship plus. A med- 
ley of Jolson tunes, “Ballin’ the 
Jack.” quickies of pops and en- 
cores of “Alexander's Ragtime 
Band” and “If | Mad My Way,” 
finds “The Madam” (‘as she calls 
hersif) begging off. Miss Kay was 
easily the winner with first night 
aud, and from their response, 
should be well on her way in the 
cafe circuit again. 

Jerry Coe & Dick Lynn are a 
couple of youngsters fresh from | 
Chi’s Borscht Circuit who need | 
more experience for niteries. Lads 
have ingratiating personalities and 
obvious ability, but routines are 
rehashes of current comedics | 
rather than their own stuff. Satires 
on radio programs provide yocks 
and showcase their imitative and 
vocal efforts. There's apparent po- | 
tentialities but stuff needs prun- | 
ing. 

Susan King’s terping serves as 
opener, with tall. comely brunet 
rating in a “Song of India” bit, 
while seated on a chair. Encore, 
“Tico Tico,” also garners plaudits. 
Me! Cole’s showbacking is ade- 
quate and Pancho’s Rhumba Orch 
keeps small dance floor occupied. 

Greg. 


Bal Tabarin. S. F. 
San Francisco, Sept. 13. 
Ted Lewis, Paul White & Elroy 
Peace, Geraldine DuBois, 3 Reed 
Sisters, Ted Lewis Orch (11) with 
Sol Klein; cover $1. 


s 





The traditional Ted Lewis syrup- 
and-corn, which has paid off 
through the years, does it again 


here with a gala rafter turnout 
giving Lewis and his unit a boff 
| reception and applauding through- 


out troupe’s hour and five minute 
stint. 

All the nostalgic reliables in- 
cluding “Is Everybody Happy,” 
“Me and My Shadow,” and the 
Lewis sure-fire “When My Baby 
Smiles At Me.” were peured on to 
good effect with such items as 
“Wiffenpoof Song” and “I Never 
Count The Years” rounding out 
the session. Lewis offered nothing 
new and didn't have to. It was 
sock entertainment all the way. 

Good performances are turned 
in by Pauli White and Elroy Peace, 
whose comedics. terping and songs 
garnered hefty applause. Geraldine 
DuBois’ femme appeal clicked 
neatly. Songstering by the Three 
Reed Sisters, offering a “South 
Pacific’ medley, was adequate but 
probably suffered from routining 
which spliced their standard items 
between too contrasty material. 
Lewis orch, with Sol Klein baton- 
backs show nicely. 
wis winds session with audi- 


Around With You” for sock finale 


;; timely “We're Back from .,,,,, ,, »o vy Ded. 
‘ee | treet eeenneneeeeeel uf eves a Si caees 


the Cus- 


|papa Tony Mele 


Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. | 

Bibi Osterwald, Paula Drake, | 
Michael Brown, King Odom 4, 
Norman Paris 3; $3 and $4 min-| 
imum, 





The Meles, father and son, now 
that Alphonse Mele is major- 
domoing this class bistro while 
is running the 
street-floor Theodore’s restaurant, 
have a good layout to reinaugurate 
the season. There's fine variety 
and change of pace from the open- 
ing King Odom Quartet, to come- 
dienne Bibi Osterwald, pianologist 
Michael Brown and song stylist | 
Paula Drake. 

Brown, who emcees until Julius 
Monk returns from Paris, be- 
speaks c* much promise, possibly | 
more as a songsmith and special 
material writer, although he’s a 
fetching enough performer. He 
works at the Steinway, opening 
with a rhythmic medley wherein 
he introduces the Ruban Bleu 
show lineup, working the names 
in patly and cleverly. Perhaps a 
shade too special, he manages 
to get em and hold ‘em. He seems 
to be developing a topical song- 
alog style by reprising, in rhyme, 
yesteryear shockers out of the 
headlines, such as the Judd Gray- 
Ruth Snyder case and the Starr 
Faithful saga. It bespeaks of some 
special value, perhaps as an album 
series, as young Brown develops 
his lyrical paeons of past dis- 
pleasures. 

Miss Osterwald suggests a 
younger Beatrice Kay as_ she 
gives new values to a Berlin oldie, 
“I Love a Piano,” “No Ring on My 
Finger.”” “Oceana Roll.” “Ballin’ 
the Jack” and “Casey Jones,” cou- 
pied with some modern ditties 
Blonde comedienne is setting a 
style for herself, perhaps with too 
obvious deliberation, including 
some not pleasant mugging. 

Paula Drake is a class brunet 
looker with an improving musi- 
comedy style. She's of the sophisti- 
cated genre without being too in- 


digo. The “Kick Love” and “Phftt” 
numbers segue into the zither 
satire on folk songstresses. The 


magazine serialization romance, in- 
terspersed with obtrusive ads on 
the “wrong” continued pages, also 
clicks. An s.a. gal with IQ song 
material, she’s GK b.o. in a class 
bistro like Le Ruban Bleu. 

The dusky King Odom Quartet, 
who made their impact here origi- 
nally, continue clicking with their 
harmonics. And not the least of 
it, the Norman Paris Trio. with 
the pianologing maestro perform- 
ing tipto,’ tunes at the Steinway, 
are excellent interiudes and excel- 
lent musical backer-uppers. Abel 


Blackhawk. (hi 
Chicago, Sept. 7. 
Buddy Moreno’s Orch with Perry 
Mitchell, Richard France, Rose 
anne, The Chordmen (4); $2.50 
minimum, 75c. cover. 








Looks as if the Blackhawk Is 
again making a play for the col- 
lege set. in hopes of recapturing | 
some of its past glory when, in 


|the late ‘30s, Kay Kyser’s College 


of Musical Knowledge originated 
there; Bob Crosby's Bob Cats 


waxed “Big Noise From Winnet- 
ka,” and the late Hal Kemp kept 
the placed jammed with the 
younger set. While the “Whiffen- 
poof Revue.”” current. can't com- 
pare with the attractions afore- 
mentioned, it should stimulate biz 
as well as appeal to the college 
kids. 


Borrowing the musical comedy 
type show from the “College Inn,” 
show uses a central theme of col-, 
lege activities, from the freshman 
pledging a frat to the big game. 
It's all tied together by causal 
commentaries interspersed in cho- 
ruses of the “Whiffenpoof Song” 
sung and talked by the Chordmen. 
Jimmy Savage, Chi Tribune daily 
columnist, has written the book, 
with dancer Richard France re- 
sponsible for the choreography. | 
Revue was staged by Art Peterson 
of the Actor's company and More- 
no’s orch backs proceedings, with 
Moreno in for a few songs and 
a professor bit. 


Bill’s been put together on small 
budget. since the Chordmen are 
actually from Northwestern U 
this being their first nitery date, 
and ballet dancers Dick France 
and Roreanna are local talent™at 
preser.t. The Chordmen prove to 
be four versatile youngsters in and 
out of songs and skits, particularly 
shining on “Sweetheart of Sigma 
Chi” and “Homecoming At Mo- 
rey’s.”” France and Roseanna rate 
in a junior prom scene, also in 
the Big Game finale where France 
does an exciting dance in football 
uniform and Roseanne exhibits 
terp ability as a cheerleader. Big- 
gest drawback was the ineffectual 
lighting, hardly showing up the 
dance scenes or spotlighting indi- 
vidual performances. 


i Maregee: rps fame, : MP HER 


capably, but rest of revue was 
rough around the edges via mi 

cues, faulty mikes and too few re- 
hearsals. Revue incorporates stock 


‘tunes and Moreno sells on neat 
‘vocal rendish of “Too Marvelous 


For Words” and the saga of “Jen- 
nie.” He also showcases musicom- 
edy abilities with his ease of de- 
livery as the professor. 
Considering talent costs and end 
results, type of presentation could 
very well find a niche at the Black- 
hawk, for the 45-minute show is 
colorful and highly entertaining in 
spots. Greg. 


Cocoanut Greve, L. A. 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 


Dorothy Shay. Ray Hackett Orch 
11); $1.50 cover. 





Dorothy Shay was bent upon 
proving that she could break away 
from the numbers which first 
zoomed her fame when she 
opened a four-week stand here. 
She didn't prove it. Instead, she 
discovered that nitery patrons (at 
least those at the Grove) like her 
best when she lets them have the 
old familiar tunes such as “Fussin’, 
Feudin’ and Fightin’,” “Mountain 
Gal” and “Uncle Fud.” 

She looked nifty in an elegant 
gown and a lush orchid in her 
hair. She had a fine, laconic 
subtlety of sex in the arresting use 
of her hips and hands. She was 
in good voice. But the songs she 
chose didn’t have novelty or wit 
enough to seck her over. Custom 
ers gave her a ripple of polite ap- 
plause after each number, but 
they weren't aroused until she 
launched into her standard old reli- 
ables. 


to 


Best of her new ditties were 
“Another Notch on Father's Shot- 
gun” and “Pure As the Driven 
Snow.” “Dear Mr. Sears and Roe- 
buck.” “Why Don't Someone Mar 
ry Mary Ann?”, “Responsibility” 
and “Howlingest, Hootinest Gal” 


all fell into a stereotyped hillbilly 
pattern. 

All performers have a legitimate 
itch to do something new. but Miss 
Shay must have grown aware of 
the lukewarm reception she was 
getting as the evening progressed. 
The contrast in audience response 


was vividly marked with terrific 
applause when she returned to 
familiar ground. She deserves an 


‘A” for her effort to cut loose from 
the old tunes, but she can't make 
it—not yet, anyway. 
Ray Hackett. with 
than he had for the 
Hopkins engagement at _ Frisco, 
gave the mountain chirp good 
backing and pleased the customers 
with smooth music for dancing. 
Dag. 


Havana-Madrid. N. Y. 

De Castro Sisters (3), Duanos 
(2), Miguelito Valdes Orch, Pan 
chito Orch, Charmaine, Line ‘6); 
$2.50-$3.50 ininimum. 

Havana-Madrid's boniface, Angel 
Lopez, is playing it safe for his 
fall inaugural. Every headliner on 
the bill is a repeater, and all have 
done well for him previously. ‘On 
his opening night Lopez doubled 
between his cafe and Madison 
Square Garden, where Kid Gavi- 
lan, whom he manages, outpointed 
Rocky Castellani; it was conse- 
quently a big night for the opera- 
tor when both his show and his 
pug were winners.) 

The major ingredients in this 
display are Miguelito Valdes, De 
Castro Sisters (3), and the Du- 
anos. Valdes is saved for the late 
display when his songs are lures 
for the rhumbaddicts, which make 
up the greater portion of the cus- 
tomers. Valdes still makes with 
his Latin scat-singing, and there's 
scarcely a patron whom he can't 
convert to his school of thought. 

The De Castros have virtually 
been built up to headline status at 


fewer 
recent 


men 
Mark 


this cafe. Their popularity here is 
tremendous, an it’s one spot 
where they can stay indef. The 


girls are excellent at comedy and 
Spanish singing, hitting heavy 
palms with both. They have cooked 
up a batch of new material and re- 
peat some of their familiars which 
send them off winners. One of 
their surprises is the serious ren- 
dition of “Ghost Riders in the 
Sky.” and it comes off surprisingly 
well. 

The Duanos are another team 
popular with the patronage here. 
Theirs is a smooth biend of baii- 
rooming, hitting a top reception 
with their spins and overhead lifts. 
They do solidly enough for legiti- 
mate encores 

The production isn't as _ inte- 
grated as it might be. The six 
girl line, with terping by the singu- 
larly monickered Charmaine, isn't 
imaginatively produced. General 
motif is Afro-Cuban, but the num- 
bers are too ponderous to be fluid. 
Panchito’s orch showbacks. 

Jose, 


the bulls, effectively. 


Riviera, Ft. Lee. N. J. 

Ritz Bros. (3), Joan Merrill with 
'Hal Kanner, Mavrellos (4), Joan 
Holloway, Jeffrey Clay, Line (16); 
Ralph Font Orch, Walter Nye 
Orch; opening night minimum $5; 
regular $3.50. 





Now that the nights are less 
balmy, Bill Miller needs strong 
lures to get the customers across 
the George Washington Bridge. 
His current buy, the Ritz Bros., is 
calculated to keep on the con- 
sistent pattern of the big grosses 
the room has done this season. 

Probability is that Miiier has 
figured correctly. Once the trio 
get the feel of this room, they'll do 
a consistent business. Late show on 
the opening night (7) found them 
working at their top speed to 
overcome an apathetic and noisy 
audience. Virtually every trick in 
the catalog of these zanies was 
pulled, but they were bucking an 
adverse tide. 

Probability is that they made 
their initial mistake in coming on 
very early in the show when the 
house had hardly warmed up. A 
couple of lengthy bits failed to hit 
their complete mark, and when the 
zanies returned in what was their 
regular spot, they had an extreme- 
ly hard time winning over the 
crowd. All this despite the fact 
that they had done an excellent 
opening show. 

The Ritzes, under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, are surefire in any 
situation. Their work has drive, 
good conception and routining. and 
their material is well-suited to 
their needs. Once acclimated to 
the room, Harry Ritz’s sharp pacing 
of the act, with healthy assists from 
Al and Jimmy. will undoubtedly 
hit a heavy laugh-total The boys 
were on for nearly an hour but 
without their customary payoff. 

Because of the trio’s long stint 
the rest of the show was abbrevi- 


ated, completely eliminating the 
finale which didn’t make for a 
firm topper. 

On the hit side is the sensitive 


Her 
projection 
There are 


warbling of Joan Merrill 
throaty and knowing 
finds a ready response. 
times when the arrangements are 
overdone in an effort to get a 
flowery background pattern, but 
the accompaniments blend well 
with her warm vocal texture. Miss 
Merrill played it safe with this 
show by essaving standard tunes, 
the encore including her standby 
“Ifow Did He l.ook?” Hal Kanner 
provides the &8ing for her turn: 
parlay went off well 

The Maxelios (4) are solid with 
their accomplished rislevy work. 
Joan Holloway is under New Acts. 

Jose. 


Biue Angel. Me Y. 
Claude Alphand, Eddie & Tony, 
Phil Gordon. Irene Williams. Her- 
man Chittison Trio; $3 minimum. 





The Blue Angel, ever-alert to 
the potential draw of its talent, 
is depending for its major iure, 
lin its fall reopening, on Mme. 
‘Claude Alphand, the French 
chantoosey. It's a good booking, 
too, from the entertainment angle; 
Mme. Alphand, wife of a French 
‘diplomat and well known in Eu- 
| Fopean social circles, has an un- 
|deniable charm that clicks, and 
there's no doubting her ability to 
lure the European colony. 

Rest of the bill comprises Eddie 
and Tony, pantomimics who work 


to phonograph recordings ‘New 
Acts}; Phil Gordon, comedy songs, 
self-accomped on the ivories, and 
Irene Williams, throaty blues 


' singer. 


Mme. Alphand, a repeat at the 
Angel, does French chanties, of 
course, and there's little need for 
one to understand the language. 
Her voice has almost a grating 
quality, but whatever she lacks 
in voice she more than ajniply 
makes up for this with an under- 
stated, quiet charm and person- 
ality. 

Mme. Alphand makes only one 
concession to  non-Francophiles, 
and that's in the specially arranged 
“Darling, Darling,” which, aione 
of her repertoire, fails to go over 
because of her failure to interpret 
properly the American romantic 
idiom- of her lyrics. The opening- 
night audience went big for her. 

Miss Williams has a self-effac- 
ing manner of projection, but she 
is smash right from her opening. 
Does pops and blues, including 
‘Just One of Those Things,” “St. 
Louis Blues,” plus a blues specia)- 
tv. “Man,” and al! of it sold on 
sheer vocai ability. Miss Williams 
is someone to be heard from when 
she gets a little more experience, 
being an especially good bet for a 
colored musical. 

Gordon's comedy songs are only 
mildly effective. 


The Herman Chittison Trio fills 
Kaha. 
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Newark, Sept. 13. 

For the first time in two decades, 
this town has had 16 acts of vaude- 
ville playing simultaneously. It’s 
also the first time in many years 
that there’s been a competitive 
vaude situation here. The Adams 
theatre has been a consistent user of 
stageshows. RKO Proctors has sim- 
ilarly been on a vaude sked, but for 
only one night weekiy. RKC is now 
giving the house bills one week 
monthly, using the pattern estab- 
lished by the N. Y. Palace and its 
roadshow units. 

So far during the recent vaude 
revival, shows in all situations have 
met with encouraging enthusiasm 
Newark got a double dose. Two 
openings and two receptive crowds. 

However, the openings proved 
there’s room for two vauders in 
this town. Business at both houses 
was satisfactery. Oldtimers remem- 
ber when four vaude theatres were 
running and all did business. With 
the current high interest in variety, 
it’s probable that the regular stand 
at the Adams and the spot policy 
at Proctor’s will do well 

A battle for talent is anticipated 
RKO has the prospect of a 14-week 
route to pit against house operator 
Adam A. Adams’ desire to compete 
and he'll stretch the bankroll 
whenever necessary. Even if Adams 
has to make an occasional depar- 
ture from his customary budget, 
he's set to fare better than in re- 
cent seasons when he played ex- 

ensive bands and headliners. If 
Pe's hurt on an occasional week, 
he can't be nicked for much. When 
he was hit last season, the losses 
were greater 

Most of the acts on both bills are 
graduates of the N. Y. Palace. The 
Adams has four who showed at the 
vaude flagship, while Proctor’s has 
only one ringer, Pat Henning. 

Both bills -have something in 
common, aside from being eight- 
acters. Both layouts have excellent 
pace and acts that fill their func- 
tion admirably. 

Proctor’s which opened Wednes- 
Tay followed the pattern of 
previous RKO vauders in major 
metropolitan centers. Several per- 
soralities showed up including 
Nick Lueas, Jack Mulhall and 
Blackface Eddie Nelson, to help 
inaugurate the policy 

On the regular show. the overall 
effect was something that a booker 
would like to achieve every week. 
Bill had a suitable mixture of acts 
that provided good entertainment. 
As in the Adams show, the added 
factor was audience enthusiasm. 

Each act made its mark. Three 
Juggling Jewels provide a fast start 
and Chris Cross sells his ventrilo- 
quist novelty in neat fashion. Pace 
of the show continued with the 
Mbofing of Jesse, James and Cor- 
nell, Negro trio, with a slick rou- 
tine. Comedy is contributed by 
Doris Patts and Mrs. Waterfall, 
who do their interview bit, and Pat 
Henning wins solid reception for 
his rapid crossfire and zany imita- 
tions. Although there were some 
blue lines, he stayed above the line 
of offensiveness. The Peggy Taylor 
trio got heavy applause when Miss 
Taylor's two male partners threw 
her around with abandon. Songs by 
Ben Yost's Vikings got heavy palm- 
ings and Proskee’s Tigers sent the 
crowd out with the feeling that 
this was the type of entertainment 
worth coming back. 

Adams Layout 

The Adams layout is a more pop- 
ulated show with three trios and a 
quartet giving the aura of expan- 
siveness. Joey Adams came in from 
New York for a cuffo turn. Of the 
trios, Roberts Sisters and White do 
a fast tap opener, showing promise 
of becoming an expert act with ad- 
ditional playing. Stagg MacMann 
Trio in the deuce are three per- 
sonable lads who are equally good 
at comedy and expert harmonica 
playing, while Los Gatos indicate 
they're one of the more expert 
troupes of hand-to-handers. Com- 
edy is between Ken Whitmer with 
a musical novelty wherein he plays 
a wide variety of instruments trick 
and otherwise, and Benson and 
Mann, who show some solid stuff. 
This team sometimes loses the 
crowd, but always manages to get 
them back for a healthy palming. 
Ciro Rimac has trimmed his full- 
troupe to a flash act. Rimac and 
Charlie Boy and two femmes pace 
a fast Latin song and dance turn 
for excellent results and Lilyan 
Carol. ex-Louis Prima vocalist 
shows up as a keen songstress with 
excellent projection. The Piero 
Bros. round out the bill with some 
of the best juggling around. The 
Sum total of entertainment here is 
also of ton calibre. 


Bilis of this type can enliven 


- 
(4) 


to come down to the center of town. 
Straight pictures do it only on rare 
occasions, since many prefer to 
wait until they come to the nabes 
at reduced prices. More stage- 
shows, operators here feel, would 
provide a greater incentive to go 
midtown. That's good for show- 
business here 





Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 9. 
Philharmonica Trio, Betty Reil 
Debonairs (5), Sid Caeser, 
Basil Orch; “It’s a Creat 
(WB). 


ly, 
Louis 
Feeling” 





While ‘his show does not have 
as much name value as its prede- 
cessor, its entertainment poten- 
tial is much higher. The Debo- 


| Jean & Joann Corbett); 


Berge, Dot Remy, Elizabeth Wal- 
ters, Irene Kaye, Hightower & 
Ross, Al Mardo, Danny Duncan, 
Danny Alexander, Joe Wong, Ma- 
bel Butterworth, Milton Charles- 
ton, The Enchanters (Darla Hood, 
Bob Decker, Shetdon Disrud, Val 


Grund, Bob Wollter:; The Elder- 
lovelies (Rose DeHaven, Ethel 
Getty, Mabel Hart, Sally Hale, 


Sue Kelton. Perle Kincaid, Mattie 
Kennedy, Julia Wright, Mabel But 
terworth); The Glamourlovelies 
(Lorayne Anderson, Phyllis Ap 
plegate, Consuelo Cezon, Bettye 
Meade, Jean Marshall, Joan Mor- 
ley, Crystal White, Joy Windsor, 
staged by 


| Murray; song, Charles Henderson 


nairs, five personable youths, open | 


with their sock standard robot rou- | 


tine, with modernistic dance high- | 


lighted by strong comedy finale of 
the revolt and breakdown of the 
mechanism. 

Philharmonic Trio register with 
their version of “Sleepy Time 
Gal.” With the other members 
backing the fine solo work of 
Charlie Layton, tenor harmonica, 
team add a rhumba beat to Listz’s 
“Second Hungarian Rhapsody,” 
and get hefty palm for rendition 
of “St. Louis Woman.” 

Betty Reilly, lush blonde song- 
stress, clicks with solid version of 
“When Irish Eyes Are Smiling” 
and follows with an equally torrid 
“Babalu ” pounding out the rhythm 
on guitar. She gags to the hilt 
with her hoked “All Right Louie, 
Drop the Gun,” interjecting some 
sharp impressions of Bette Davis 


and Pete: Lorre. For begoff she 
reprises “Rancho Grande" for 
solid returns. 

Sid Caeser, who made his first 


vaude appearance here two and a 
half years ago, returns with new 
material garnered from his tele- 
vision and legit appearances. 
characterization of the _ reticent 
British soldier and the emotional 
French warrior with whiz of shells 
added is fine, but this “basic hu- 
mor” sketch of the expectant 
father who day dreams about his 
new-born son, while loaded with 
chuckles is a bit overlong. Much 
punchier is the comics’ panto skit 


of a young man at his first dance | 


and the transformation into a hep- 

cat five years iater. Louis Basil 

orch backs show excellently. 
Zabe. 


Orpheum. Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 10. 
Edwards Bros. (3), Yvonne Mo- 
ray, Marvellos (2), Cook & Brown, 
Steve Evans, Appieions (3), Ross 





& LaPierre, Gus Van; “Rough- 
shod” (RKO). 
While this second Palace unit 


didn't have the tremendous bally- 
hoo that ushered in previous lay- 
out, it bids fair to roll up an even 
better gross than the first’s hefty 
total. It received as hearty and 
enthusiastic welcome from an 
early matinee audience that nearly 
filled the theatre and provided 
equally as pleasing a show. 

Again the wide variety of en- 
tertainment on tap, the swift pace 
and the added zip given to the pro- 
ceedings by the unit's own pit con- 
ductor, David Bines, and other bits 
of showmanship, seemed to meet 
with especial audience approval. 
Every act landed solid applause, 
but the most was reserved for Gus 
Van who, in the closing spot, prov- 
ed himself easily the star per- 
former. 

The novel twist the three Ed- 
words Beos. give to their acrobatic 
turn with their occasional piano 
innings to win them applause in 
opening spot. Tiny Yvonne Mo- 
ray’s comedy singing clicks for ap- 
preciation, white the blend of 
comedy magic and music of the 
Mervelios also goes over big. 

Cook & Brown. dusky hoofers. 
go all out with their speedy and 
difficult routines for nice returns. 
Steve Evans continues to offer his 
amusing impressions of radio hor- 
ror fare and of an inebriated for- 
eigner for solid response. 

The Appletons. two attractive 
girls and a man, seore in their 
apache’ _ routine. Next-to-closing 
spot is held down by Frank Ross 
and Anita La Pierre. who garner 
plenty laughs and applause for 
their slick comedics, including 
Ross’ vocal impressions of famous 
instrumentalists 

Closing the show, Van. whose 
last appearance here was in a nit- 
ery two years ago. seemed at his 
very best, which is plenty ood, 
and his dialect songs wer the 
show's standouts. Rees. 


His | 


| 


& Royal Foster; arrangement, A. 
M. Courage; musical director, Bert 
Shefter. Opened Sept. 6, ‘49, at 
Ziegfeld, N. Y., $3.60 top; scale 
$3.60 and $4.80 top (weekends). 





Ken Murray's “Blackouts” 
proves principally that Broadway 
standards are the toughest if not 
the highest in the world. This is 
not the first Coast hit to find the 
going rough in the east, although 
“Blackouts” is unique in that it 
had almost an eight-year pre- 
Broadway break-in. It should 
have stood on Hollywood and 
Vine. 


It's a good vaude-revue but not 
good enough for New York, where 
round actors aren't the novelty 
they are in Celluloidville. Apart 
from the fact that impresarios 
Dave Siegel and Ken Murray have 
pitched their boxoffice sights too 
high at a $3.60 and $4.80 (Sat.- 
Sun.) scale, as against the $2 
scale at El Capitan, Hollywood. the 
comparative standards are just 
more exacting around Times 





Original ‘Blackouts’ 

When “Blackouts of 1942” 
premiered June 24, 1942, at 
El Capitan, Hollywood, it was 
presented as a two-a-dayer by 
Ken Mururay and Billy Gil- 
bert. Cast comprised Murray, 
Gilbert. Marie Wilson, Nicho- 
las Bros., Connie Russell, 
Gene Austin, with Candy & 
Coko, Roy Davis, Betty Atkin- 
son, Park & Clifford, Helene 
Gardner Foursome, Helen 
Charleston, Vivian Marshall, 
Romer Twins, Ken Stevens 
band (10). Scaled at $1.65 top. 





Square. Furthermore, the Zieg- 
feld’s out-of-the-way location is not 
the best site for this policy. 

Too many of the “Blackouts” 
components suffer comparison 
with something already done and 
seen in past seasons around Brwad- 
way. The showmanship and the 
madcap pace that succeeded in 
projecting a “Hellzapoppin” into 
greater longevity are not suffi- 
ciently sturdy in this instance. Not 
that Murray isn't a facile come- 
dian. He is one of the most poised 
funsters extant but somehow the 
sum total lacks the necessary 
punch. As a matter of fact his 
comic predilections keyed his ad- 


vent to New York under a CBS-TV | 


deal. 

The ingredients are generous 
and, in the main, good, but the 
pace, zing and zip that is the 
tempo of the present-day standard 
of showmanship doesn’t obtain. 
Murray's leisurely mien is in con- 
trast to his own flip drolleries, but 
he sometimes errs in throwing 


away lines too flippantly. In con- | 


trast, he permits that opening 
“Hollywood and Vine” to run as 
long as a Fanchon & Marco unit. 
George Burton's Birds do a mara- 
thon aviary repertoire; and Owen 
McGiveney’s protean display with 
a Dickensonian impression, Peg 
Leg Bates, Nick Lucas, Shelton 
Brooks, D’Vaughn Pershing on his 


own, then with Charles Nelson 
and later duo-clarineting with 
Murray, Alphonse’ Berge, are 


among those running from a min- 
ute to minutes overboard. 

Brooks, with his now-standard 
“Some of These Days” and “Dark- 
town Strutters Ball,” runs two songs 
beyond that; the guitaring Lucas, 
iom@iiy remembered by the first- 
nighters and generously reward- 
ed, should have left them hungry; 
the precocious pianistics and clari- 
net virtuosity of young Pershing 
and the incipient Vaughn Mon- 
roesquing of Charles Nelson also 
run fullsome, etc. 





trappings to give this vaude-revue | 
a piquant Minsky flavor — all of | 
which is certainly no b.o. handi- | 


cap. “ 
Opening “Hollywood & Vine” | 
sequence impresses with Danny | 
Alexander’s standout acro-rope 
dance; the first of two Hightower | 
& Ross specialties; and Joe Wong, 
the Oriental singer with an Occi- 
dental technique. ; 
Harris & Shore, with their 
knockabout, hokum adagio routine, 
register. Jack Mulhall, yesteryear 
film star, is handicapped by a | 
mediocre “Bridal Night” blackout. 
He’s virtually wasted in the main. 
Al Mardo reopens the second half 
with his dog act, of which the pat- 
ter is the highlight; Alphonse 
Berge does his couturier drapings 
with all the energy of Bernarr 
Macfadden, and takes his bows | 
with the avidity of a Hamlet. 
In between there are the usual 
fashion displays, quickie blackouts | 
of a more or less indigo flavor, | 
and Murray's own facile inter- | 
spersings. In crew-cut crop, busi- 
ness suit, cane and heater, he is an 
affable eonferencier. His sense of 
comedy and satire is seasoned and 
surefire: unfortunately, there isn’t 
enough substance for this vaude- 
revue to sell at legit prices. 
Abel. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Ella Fitzgerald, Dorothy Done. | 

gan, Billy Williams, Anthony, AI- 

lyn & Hodges, Nipsy Russell, Spi- 

der Bruce & Co., Eddie Wilcor & 

Jimmie Lunceford Band (14); 
“Crime Doctor's Diary (Col). 





The Apoiio is set for another 
solid session via Ella Fitzgerald, 
songstress; Dorothy Donegan, pi- 
anist, and the late Jimmie Lunce- 
ford’'s band fronted by Eddie Wil- 
cox. They provide triple threat 
in marquee lure to keep the wick- 
ets rolling at a merry pace. Sock 
biz was registered opening day, 
Friday (9), and will likely con- 


tinue once the word-of-mouth a 


around. 

Layout is a compact. fast-playing 
show comprising Negro talent, 
with exception of terp team of 
Anthony, Allyn & Hodges, and gets 
applause dividends all the way. 
Lunceford’s combo, fronted by 
Wilcox since the maestro’s death, 
comprises three rhythm, five 
brasses and five reeds. Its current 
library follows the Lunceford pat- 
tern and is sufficiently groovey to 
ring the bell with the hep ele- 
ments of the audience. Although 
its major duties are the backing 
of the other acts, it gets a couple 
of opportunities to shine on its 
own, especially in a torrid version 
of “Moseka,” which gives the side- 
men a field day, and “Io--n and 
Peachie,” also plenty be: «sy to 
rock the house. 

Billy Williams provides a neat 
pacemaker with his slick tapster- 
ing for nice reception. Spider 
Bruce & Co. spot the customary 
comedy blackout in next spot and, 
as usual, grab guffaws despite 
corny material. 

Miss Donegan follows, her forte 
of piano-concertizing the pops in 
the manner which has made her a 
disk and nitery fave, registers po- 
tently. Teeing off with a rhythmic 
version of “If I Had You,” she 


‘follows with a bop version of 


“Night and Day” 


Les Zoris (Claudine Baudin and | 
Robert Goss), French adagio pair | 


making their 1). S. debut, belabor | 


the panther-versus-Tarzan routine, 
a variation of the standard Harald 
and Lola act with the cobra. The 
AK group known as the Elderlove- 
lies (9 likewise overdo it in an 
early spot where the audience is 


and a boogie 
mediey that sends her off to top 
applause. Nipsy Russell sustains | 
comedy motif of bill with some 
raucous yarns and parodies. An- | 
thony, Allyn and odgers, ofay 
trio of two males and gal, provide | 
class and artistry in their comic 
acro-ballet interlude for neat re- 
ception. 

_ Miss Fitzgerald mops up in clos- 
ing slot. Robust songstress pulls 
all the stops and has ‘em with 
her from walkon to begoff. Her 
stylized versions of “Somebody 
Loves Me,” “New Shade of Blues” 
and “Old Mother Hubbard” had 
them stomping and applauding. 
Her encor impresh of Louis Arm- 
strong warbling “Basin Street 
Blues” is a show-stopper. Offed 
to solid applause. However, she 
comes back to join Miss Donegan 
and the Lunceford band for a jam 
session on “Lady Be Good.” which 
provides a sizzling finale to the 
well-rounded stanza. Edba. 


Meldock and Marlow In 


Formby’s Canada Unit 

London, Sept. 13. 

Meldock and Marlow have joined 

the George Formby vaudeville unit 

which sails for the U. S. on the 
Queen Mary Wednesday (14). 

Group will tour Canada for 

seven weeks. 





| Edgar 
| However, 
| stand sapolioing for 


Miles Ingalls agency. 


nied by the increasing difficulty 
of getting the right kind of. acts 
to maintain the flow of entertain- 
ment, it’s amazing that the Palace 
on Broadway, flagship of vaude's 
rebirth, can still maintain the high 


|standard of its initial “comeback” 


show of several months ago. The 
current layout may have one or 
two weak spots, but it’s undeni- 
able overall entertainmént for the 
type of customer drawn to this 
kind of modest-budgeted show. 


Opening the current eight-acter 
is Jack Meyand and Co. (2), uni- 
cyclist, with a girl who feeds him 
the props (New Acts). Minda 
Lang, bird-whistler, No. 2, and 
Terry & Ralph Rio, No. 4, are also 
reviewed under New Acts, as are 
Al Norman, comedian-hoofer, and 
the Lavernes (4), Apache act. Bob 
Hopkins, impressionist, is next-to- 
closing; singer Ray Eberle and the 
Three Chocolateers, comedy hoof- 
efs, complete the bill. 


Hopkins does varied mimicries, 
Crosby being his best, of course, 
since he has the vocal and facial 
mannerisms of the Groaner. 
Others include Frank Morgan, E. 
E. Horton, Ed Gardner, Hugh 
Herbert and Charlie McCarthy- 
Bergen, all done neatly. 
some of his talk could 
the family 
houses. 

Eberle, formerly with the late 
Glenn Miller’s band, looks good 
on stage and does well enough 
with the bobbysox contingent. 
Strictly a ballad singer, he occa- 
sionally pushes those top notes, 


| however. 


The Chocolateers, colored trio, 
have been around for years with 
their comedy and breakaway hoof- 
ing, and there’s no dozing when 
they’re on. They close the show, 
supplying the necessary fast pace 
for such a spot. 

As usual, Don Albert in the pit 
remains an excellent musical pacer 
for the acts. Kahn. 


Capitol, Wash. 


Washington, Sept. 11. 
Blue Barron Orch (17). Virginia 
Lee (2), Hal Sherman; “Too Late 
for Tears” (UA), 





Accent on the Blue Barron 
troupe is on novelty and vocals. 
Apparently the combo, along with 
band music on the sweet side, is 
a hep one, for this outfit is getting 
rave reaction from Capitol audi- 
ences. 

Vocal chores are handled by six 
members of the orch, with all but 
the two chantooseys doubling on in- 
struments as well. Gals appear in 
various combos, as well as soloing, 
while there are enough maie 
singles to make it interesting. 

Repertoire is varied and exten- 
sive. There's something for almost 
anybody's tastes in the hour-long 
bill, except for the strictly jive 
crowd. Barron steers from latter, 
cleverly keeping within his group's 
special talents. Following the usu- 


,al pattern of name bands, there's 
/much emphasis on disk hits but, 


to Barron's credit, the plugging is 
casual. 

Best bet with payees seemed to 
be baby-voiced miming of saxer 
Stan Morris, who had galleries 
giving out with laughs and mitt 
action for his comedy turn. On 
the musical side, Patty Lane in the 
“Hucklebuck Song” registers par- 
ticularly well, though reaction to 
practically every number was 
pleasing. Also rating special at- 
tention were the duet version of 
“Baby It's Cold Outside.” tenor’s 


solo of “My Darling” and “Riders 


in the Sky.” Barron’s batonning, 
though on the coloriess side. is ef- 
fective. His emceeing is pleasant- 
ly straight, with a minimum of 
gags. Less known in these parts 
than other troupes, this p.a. should 
do much to boost the Barron rep 
here. 

Rounding out the show are two 
acts, both strictly for laughs. Acro- 
terper Virginia Lee. working with 
a male partner who stooges from 
the audience, @ees some rib 
tickling stunts in a pseude audi- 


ence participation routine. Pint- 
size comic Hal Sherman_ clicks 
with his gag-terp routine. His im- 


pressions of the ex-GI on the ball- 


room floor and the sailor doing the 


/tango are side splitting. . Payees 


went for it in a big way. Lowe. 


DITSON JOINS INGALLS 


Lenny Ditson, for many vears 
an indie agent, has joined the 





Before turning agent, Ditson 
was a member of the comedy act 


jof Rollo, Ditson & Verna. 








Kee 
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Musie Mall, N. ¥. 
Bernie George, Robert Marshall, 





onald Rogers, George Prentice 
jon Ward, Landre & Verna, Cho- 
ral Ensemble, Corps de Ballet, 
Rockettes, Symphony Orch; “Un. | 
der Capricorn” (WB), reviewed in 
current issue of VARIETY. 





This big New York showcase has 
come up with a nicely-paced lay- 
out that wisely takes advantage 
of its commodious stage to drive 
across a spectacular curtain-drop- 
ping choral which earns solid ap- 
plause. If the current program, 
produced by Russell Markert, is a 
little short of humor, it has all the 
other ingredients of song, terpery 
and color to please the customers, 





who like their scenic and fast- | 
moving. In short, the bill ts a 


quality offering up to the expected 
standards of the Music Hall. 
After a striking ballet number 
which simulates a hall of mirrors 
by posing the dancers four-deep 
in meticulous precision work, Ber- 
nie George comes on for some nice 
radio mimicry. George is particu- 
larly effective in a trans-Atlantic 
bit which works in Winston 
Churchill, accompanied by the cus- 
tomary fading and garbling of 
cross-ocean radio reception. Art- 
istry on Fred Allen and a Joe 
Louis fight as radio fodder also 
pleases. George is less effective 
when attempting a rippling rhythm 


tune. 
Robert Marshall's tenoring 
comes in strong and clear, with 


the impact of his tunes backed by 
nicely-laced piping of the Hall's 


choral ensemble. His best is 
“You're Breaking My Heart,” 
opening number, which gained 


solid mitting by the audience, part- 
ly for the opulent Venice scene 
in whick he sings. Tenor’s ‘“Finicu- 
li, Finicula” is handed strong sup- 
port by both the choral ensemble 
and a neatly executed tambourine 
dance by the corps de ballet. 

Rockettes then take over. 
prancing to “The Lady with Red 
Hair,” a high-stepping, tricky num- 
ber that stresses the general ex- 
cellence of the troupe's terping. 
Number ts sock, aided and abetted 
by the uniform red wigs of the 
dancers. Ronald Rogers performs 
the bar‘tone chores for the num- 
ber in pleasing style. 

Puppeteer George Prentice’s 
punch-and-judy show gets lost in| 
the capacious Music Hall setting. | 
Act is obviously intended for more | 
intimate surroundings, and the 
petrene in the back seats get the 

lurred impression that their spec- 
tacles need adjusting. For one, it 
is difficult to make out the various 
characters which Prentice uses in | 
his charade. Offering overworks | 
one comic idea and needs new 
material. 

Hall wincs up with its best offer- 
ing, “Serenade of the Stars,” in 
which the mazda display is spec- | 
tacular and the _ singing and) 
dancing are tops. Jean Ward 
gives operatic trimmings to the 
song, her firmly-rounded tones | 
adding lift to the number. Landre 
and Verna, ballroom’ dancers, | 
smartiy execute the traditional | 
twirling lifts as part of the pro-| 
ceedings. Performing two dances, 
team clicks with both. 

Alexander Smallens, wielding 
the baton paces his symph aggre- 
gate in a condensed version of 
“Scheherazade” as the opener for 
the show. Wit. 


RKO-Keith’s, Syracuse 
Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 7. 

Berk & Hallow, The Cords (2), 
Fanny & Kitty Watson, Bob Ham- 
mond’s Birds, Mack, Russ & Owen, 
Wally Brown, Dolinoff & Raya Sis- 
ters (4), Pat Rooney, Sr.; “Rough- 
shod” (RKO). 





Vaude-hungry Syracusans turned 
out strong to welcome the unit 
which revived four-a-day at the 

Y. Palace and gave them a 
warm welcome here at Keith's. 

They got their money’s worth, 
e 72-minute show which 
offered ones from trained 
cockatoos to genial Pat Rooney, 
Sr., reminiscing about his days 
here at the old Grand Opera 
House. 

Berk & Hallow set a lively tempo 
in the opener with their terping, 
followed by The Chords, who reg- 
ister solidly with their vocal imi- 
tations of pop dance band ...emes 
and singing stars. The Watson Sis- 
ters, celebrating their 40th year 
mn show business this week, 
brought back memories with their 
comedy kidding routine. Kitty's 
cowgirl outfit and ample girth are 
Played up to the customers’ de- 


light. The show-wise gals had them 


yeliing for more. 

On the novelty side, Bob Ham- 
mond’s Birds do some pleasing 
tricks and Dolinoff & Raya Sisters 
‘3) contribute dance turns with 
Surprises. Payees liked the knock- 
about tumbling of Mack, Russ & 
Owen, which spotlighted midget 

wen's prewess. Wally Brown 
Still gets laughs with his disjoint- 
ry chatter and clicks with a new 

tty reminding that “You Got to 


Do Your Loving While You're! of Durante, Chaplin, 
rn 


Young.” 


Groucho 


Marx, Garbo, Hep and Mae 


Rooney got a big welcome for | West, to neat applause. 


his short speech on vaude’s come- 
back and then went 
“Rosie O’Grady” softshoe. 


The Titans, two muscular gents, 


into his| win solid returns with hand-bal. | 
In “It | ancing stint worked from a plat- | 


Seems Like Old Times” he proves form. Pansy The Horse drew only | 


he is still limber, and closes big 

with a cigar-puffing tap imitation 

of Joe Frisco imitating himself. 
Hayd. 


Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 8. 
Billy Carr, Perry Franks & 
Janyce, The Madcaps (2), Lee 
Davis. Pearl Bailey, Carl Sands 
a: “I Was a Male War Bride” 
(20th). 





House reverts to vaude policy 


after two weeks of light business 
with bandshows featuring Louis 
Prima orch. 


Carl Sands orch returns after 
a two-week hiatus with medley of 
songs from “Jolson Sings Again” 
bringing on Billy Carr, bistro 
comediar. in blackface, who, in 
addition to offstage tune snatches, 
socks acress “California, Here I 
Come” and “Rock-a-Bye My Baby.”’ 
Perry Franks and Janyce get a 
hefty hand for their rapid taps 
and twirls, with Franks doing a 
neat job on a “Peguine.” 

Madcaps, two youngsters, show 
promise with their comedics and 
harmonica playing. Comedy char- 
acter might be done straight or 
more subtle but lads finish strong 
with rippling version of “One 
O'Clock Jump.” 

Lee Davis flips the oldies, which 
surprisingly get yocks from the 
crowd. His psycho-killer and love 
routines seem worn and it’s when 
he edges near the blue stuff he 
registers the best. His closer, part- 
ly done in rhyme, demonstrates 
that with some better material 
comic has potentialities. 

Peal Bailey opens with “Ma, 
He’s Making Eyes At Me,” embel- 
lishing the oldie with some mod- 
ern touches. Follows w ih “Tr at’s 
Good Enough For Me” for good 
returns. Her rapid tempo version 
of “St. Louis Woman,” with spe- 
cial lyrics is a little too torrid 
for the matinee juve trade, but 
“Million Dollar Baby” goes over 
sharply. For finale, she reprises 
her hit, “Tired” for solid response. 

Zabe. 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, Sept. 8. 
Edgar Bergen, DeMarcos (2), 
Ray Noble, Pat Patrick, Yvette, 
Vic & Adio, Larry Flint’s House 
Orch; “Strange Bargain” (RKO). 





Foregoing the Palace vaude for- 
mat for this stanza, house has 
come up with another Hollywood 
package for boff results. Using 
his radio cast plus a couple of 
standard acts, Edgar Bergen has 


third week, continues as a big fave 
| here. 
i“Won’t You Come Home Bill Bai- 


no trouble convincing Hub audi- | 
ences why he is top man in his | 


division. 

Grabbing three spots for him- 
self, Bergen was plenty solid in 
each, the gab coming from dummy 


Charlie McCarthy exactly what. 


would be expected from a wise- 
guy kid such as Bergen has built 
up. In his second spot with Mc- 
Carthy, Bergen uses an operating 
room ro.tine for solid yocks. 
Others of Bergen’s cast that get 
feature spots are Pat Patrick, as 
Ercil Twing, a zany professor, 
with some okay chatter, but is 
more sock when he drops the char- 
acterization and exchanges banter 
with Ray Noble. Noble also solos 
at the piano in a medley of his 
|compositions for nice returns 


| Other acts on the bill are open- | 


ers, Vic & Adio, Brazilian imports. 
{in a sock acro turn. Yvette, viva- 
cious thrush, scores in vocalizing 
\“Some Enchanted Evening” and 
| other 


‘here, Sally and Tony DeMarco are 


|a solid hit. Their classy routines | 


are the smoothest seen here in 


' 


/some time and stubholders loved 
them. 


Bergen closes bill putting Mort-— 


‘imer Snerd through his paces, and 
although lacking a sock windup 
‘Jayout adds up to solid fare. Larry 
Flint’s house band on stage neatly. 
| Biz terrific at opener. Elie. 
| Fox. St. Louis 
St. Louis, Sept. 8. 

Armand Guerre’s Seals, Burton 
& Janet, The Titans (2), Pansy 
The Horse, Cralie Ackerson, Lela 
Moore, The Amazing Mr. Ballan- 
tine, Russ David Orch; “The Big 
Cat” (EI). 


| 


A wide range of entertainment 
is offered in the current layout 
with Burton and Janet, impres- 
sionists and The Great Mr. Ballan- 





tine, in white tie and tails bur- 
lesing magicians, vying for top 
honors. 


Guerre’s seals, for opener have 
one distinction. The mammals do 
not blow horns but one does cre- 
ate some harmony on a harmonica 
in a duet with Guerre. Burton and 
Janet wham over their mimicking 


s. 
| In their first vaude appearance | 


a feeble okay from the payees. | 
Charlie Ackerson, a native bass- | 
baritone, holding over for the 
He socks over “Swanee,” | 
ley,” and “Shine On Harvest 
Moon” with Joe Schirmer, talent- 
ed banjoist with the band accom- 
panying. Schirmer also does a solo 
for good returns. 

Lela Moore, attired in 
femme gown and man’s 
clicks in a dance stint. Before 
Ballantine wound up the _ show 
Russ David scored with his piano 
interp of “Nola” and then paced 
the tooters through a medley of 
“Show Boat” numbers. Ballantine 
strews the stage with a saw with 
which he was going to cut a gal in 
half, only he had no gal, and a 
bunch of other stuff that was to 
be used in completing tricks that 
never materialized. His line of 
chatter was swell and got plenty 
palm pornding. Sahu. 


half a 
attire, 


National, L’ville 
Louisville, Sept. 10. 
Gaynor & Ross, Harmonatones, 
Virginia Page, Barr & Estes, Pedro 
& Durand, Jack Soo, Tip Tap & 


Toe, Tiny Tomale’s Orch (9); 
“Model Wife” (U) and “State Dept. 
File 649” (FC). 


Another smooth playing seven- 
act bill is on tap this week. And 
policy looks to be paying off here, 
judging from the filled houses. 

Whirling roller skating turn, 
Gaynor & Ross, opens, working on 
an elevated. platform. They pace 
swiftly through a fast routine of 
spins which had the customers 
palm pounding. 

Harmonatones, couple lads play- 
ing harmonicas, coax a lot of music 
and rhythm out of the king-sized 
mouth organs. Guys keep up a 
constant jitterbug bounce, which 
helps to liven up their tooting, and 
garner nice response with “Again,” 
“William Tell Overture,” “Har- 
monica Boogie” and “Peg O’ My 
Heart.” 

Next out is Virginia Page, baton 
twirler. Gal offers nothing new 
or sensational in the twirling line, 
but paces through her routine 
nicely. She is followed by Barr & 
Estes. Act has played this house 
many times, and Barr, with as- 
sistance of new blonde partner, 
registers with eccentric dancing. 

Pedro & Durand offer an effort- 
less routine of balancing, with 
Pedro doing the upside down 
stuff. His muscled partner, Durand, 
has a fiair for comedy, and keeps 
up a running line of kidding whilst 
doing the difficult one-arm lifts, 
etc. Caught big hand. 

Personable Chinese baritone, 
Jack Soo, has a well-rounded set 
of pipes. He gives out on “Night 
and Day.” “Old Man River” and 
“When You're Smiling” for good 
returns. 

Closer, Tip, Tap & Toe, Negro 
dance trio, work atop a raised 
platform, so their footwork is in 
plain view. Work up interest in 
their stepping by a challenge rou- 
tine, with each doing _a different 
type of heei and toe work to bring 
the show to a speedy finish. 

Tiny Tomale’s Orch (9) back- 
grounds in neat fashion. Wied. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Sept. 10. 
Olga San Juan & Co., Freddie 
Calo, Earl, Jack & Betty, Alan’ 
Stone, Mara & Quentin, Freddie 
Carlone House Orch; “The Great | 
Gatsby” (Par). 





Mild could be the word for the | 
layout on tap currently at this 
Florida mainstay of vaudeville. 


In topliner Olga San Juan, film 
songstress, there's a, solid act, with 
the aud going for her Latin-ac- 
cented song routines, plus the vi- 
brant assistance of Carioca and’ 
Russo. Working in a style which 
projects her vivid personality the 
Latin lassie racks up plaudits with 
her unsubtle approach to the South 
American rhythms, with the top- 
per her version of “Heat Wave.” 

Supporting show is an in-and- 
outer. Roller skating standards in 
routining by tee-offers Earl, Jack 
and Betty hit fairly well with the 
stubholcers. Aud participation seg- 
ment was something seen here 
many times before with same type 
of act. Highlight of the prelims 
to Miss San Juan was the work 
of ballroom terpers Mara and 
Quentin. Fresh-looking team offer 
some well worked out lifts and 
spins with their circus bit a stand 
out 

Another lifter to the setup is 
Freddie Calo, with keyboarding on 
the Steinway, though his stint 
could have been routined for bet- 
ter results. 

Emceeing of Alan Stone was) 
okay, though in his own spot he 


New 


EDDIE & TONY 
Pantomime 

7 Mins. 
Blue Angel, N. Y. 


| Eddie (Grubin) and Tony (San-. 
tro) have a standard type of act in 
their pantomime to phonograph 
records, but a refreshing approach 


and execution are far better than 
ordinary. Their split-second timing 
is uncanny, and they have a nifty 
flair for coordinating their facial 
expressions with the lyrical con- 
tent. 

Eddie is a roly-poly who's con- 
fined to a wheelchair because of 
polio, but the plaudits that he gets 
are strictly on his ability, certainly 
not out of sympathy. The manage- 
ment has exercised good taste in 
darkening the stage while Eddie is 
being wheeled on and off, so as to 
play down to a minimum the af- 
fliction 

For intimate spots and theatres, 
Eddie and Tony are right up any 
audience's alley as they go through 
such standards as “Wait Till Sun 
Shines, Nellie,” a takeoff on 
Crosby-Mary Martin ‘with an apol- 
ogy to the Bernard Bros., who also 
do it): “Loved Me in Sheboygan” 
(hilariously funny); satire on Kath- 
ryn Grayson, Judy Garland, Bea- 
trice Kay, etc., ete. And all of it 
sock. Kahn. 


PHIL LAWRENCE & MITZI 
Dancers 

8 Mins. 

Esquire, Montreal 

Although this team is strictly in 
the routine terp offering, their 
fresh appearance, youth and tech- 
nique cut them in over the usual 
Working the opening spot in the 
show, this duo sets a solid pace and 
maintains it throughout their single 
and double dances. 

In spite of the male member of 
the team taking top billing, the 
femme half jis the sparker judging 
from customer reception. Besides 
her trim tapping, Mitzi shows off a 
very neat figure and both seem to 
enjoy their work without the usual 
forced smiles and half-hearted ef- 
forts. Act still needs careful han- 
dling and would give a lift to any 
big production number. Newt. 


JOAN HOLLOWAY 
Dance 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J. 

Joan Holloway impresses as a 
competant tapster suitable for the- 
atres and cafes. She’s a _ looker, 
tastefully garbed, and has a choice 
assortment of routines which build 
up to excellent returns. 

Miss Hollloway’s routines are 
nicely projected. She mixes her 
steps excellently with good spins to 
punctuate the generally good terp 
designs. Jose. 


TERRY & RALPH RIO 
Comedy 
8 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. : 

Terry & Ralph Rio are the weak 
spots on this bill with their com- 
edy. She's a little blonde dressed 
as a child, and the comedy stems 
from their weakly-gagged crossfire. 

He opens singing, then she comes 
on to interrupt with the little-girl 
talk. They also do a song duet. 

Kahn. 


could have used some more origi- 
nal material and approach than 
utilized. Includes impreshes that 
were on the fair side with some 
of the lines garnering hefty 
laughs. 

Freddie Carlone’s Orch handles 
the backgrounding capabiy 

Lary. 


State, Hartford 
Hartford, Sept. 2. 
Jane Russell, Jan Murray, Fred 
Lowery, Ross Wyse, Jr., with 
Peggy Womack, Mage & Kerr, Les. 
lie Roberts, Sam Kaplan House 
Orch; “Angels in the Sky” (Mono). 





Current presentation is top 
heavy in the vocal department. Of 
the six turns on the bill, four are 
in there pitching with canarying. 
Bill runs 70 minutes and is unhal- 
anced. Trimming would improve 
the pace. Backing the acts is the 
Sam Kaplan House Orch. Custom 
at this house has been for band to 
accompany acts from pit. Band on 
stage is an improvement. 

Opening slot is taken over by 
Mage & Kerr. boy and gal hoofing 


duo. Do neatly with their terping, 
with iad warbling “Donkey Sei 
enade" while gal dances. Jan Mur 


ray, comic, intersperses the bill in 
several spots with his glib line of 
patter. His jet-propelled gagging 
sells well. Ross Wyse, Jr., & Pegay 
Womack get strong accolade for 
their zany efforts. Their acro 
stuff. Wyse’s patter are familiar 
stuff but strong sellers. Miss Wo- 
mack vocals “One of These Days’ 
effectively. 

Fred Lowery puts over his socko 
whistling with little effort. Leslie 


Acts 


| DIANE ADRIAN 
Songs 

| 12 Mins. 
Carrousel, Montreal 


Diane Adrian makes her first ap- 
pearance in Montreal at the Car- 
rouse! and sells her sophisticated 
songs in strong fashion. Gal has an 
‘easy manner around the mike, 
mixes her offerings and keeps the 
chatter between songs down to a 
minimem. 


From the usual fast opener, 
Diane goes into “Don’t Want Him” 
from “Miss Liberty” but her im- 


presh of Chevalier doing “Every- 
thing in its Place” for the local 
French crowd was a iitiie over- 
worked and would be just as effec- 
tive without the hoked up dra- 
matics. 

Miss Adrian with excellent 
taste in clothes and song selection, 
is a natural for the intime boite 
and her voice is strong enough to 
work even a good sized room with- 
out the use of a mike. Newt. 


AL NORMAN 
Comedy-Hoofing 
9 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

This is for the record. Al Nor- 
man has been around in the vari- 
eties, but is not in the New Act 
files. He clicks with varied com- 
edy and eccentric hoofing. Starts 
off with his interpretation of vari- 
ous types of sleepers, then some 
talk followed by his dancing. 
ner, indicating emcee ability. And 
he knows how to reach an audience 
prone to sit on its hands. Okay 
for the varieties, Broadway or any- 
where Kahn. 





LAVERNES (4) 
Apache Dancing 
5 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

The Lavernes, two girls and two 
guys, have an excellent Apache act 
that can play anywhere. They're a 
fast-working quartet who know all 
the tricks of this sort of turn, and 
they make the most of them. 

The audience went especially big 
for them. This may be a standard 
type of act, but the way the payees 
applauded when caught, they’re 
new all over again. Kahan. 
JACK MEYAND & CO. (2) 
Unicyclist 
10 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

Jack Meyand, opener on this bill 
at the Palace, has some cuté stunts 
of juggling while riding the high 
unicycle, though at this catching 
he was way off. 

Stunts include circling hoops on 
his limbs while cycling, balancing 
a ball on a cone clamped between 
his teeth, etc. Unbilled girl feeds 
him his props. 

OK for family vaude. Kahn. 


MINDA LANG 
Bird Whistles 
7 Mins. 

Paiace, N. ¥. 

Minda Lang is an _ attractive 
brunet who bird-whistles assorted 
tunes, all of it effective. In the 
No. 2 spot here, she clicks strongly. 

Can play anywhere on the fam- 
ily-time circuit. Kahn. 


Roberts gets by with a vocal of 
“Begin the Beguine.’ Lowery and 
Roberts team up to duo “Forever 
and Ever” in okeh style. Wind-up 
spot is taken over by Jane Russell 


who offers a medley including 
“Gabriel,” “Do It Again” and “But- 
tons and Bows.” Fiimster sells 


both in the sight and sound depart- 
ment, making lush appearance in a 
strapless white gown. 
Biz sluggish at show caught. 
Eck. 





Ohio Liquor Bd. Nixes 
Transfer of Nitery Permit 


Columbus, Sept. 13. 
An attempt to transfer the liquor 
permit of the old Showboat Night 
Club, which burned last year, to 
the Ritz Supper Club was tem- 
porarily blocked by the Board of 

Liquor Control Wednesday (7). 
“A false material statement” 
was made on the application, the 
board charged, and a hearing was 
set for next week. The application 
was made by Forty-Five Hundred 


East Broad, Inc., whose stock is 
owned by Louis De Victor, his 
wife, and Edwin Tuttle, an attor- 
ney 


De Victor claimed on the appli- 
cation form that he had never been 
convicted of violating the Liquor 
Control Act. Court records show 
De Victor and Mary Louise Doran, 
a waitress, were fined $100 and 
costs each on June 3 after a Ritz 
Club raid on May 8 The board 
said the Ritz Club has no liquor 
license. 
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Letter In parentheses indicates ci 
(L.) Leew; (M) Mess (P) Paramount; 


WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 14 


Namerals in connection -with bills below indteate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


reuit (PM) Fanchon M 


(Rh) RKO; (8) 


(WR) Walter Reade 


arco; (1) Independent; 
Stall; (W) Warner; 











NEW YORK CITY 
Capito! (lL) 15 

Dave Rose Orc 

Eileen Barton 

Jay Marshall 

Renald & Rudy 
Music Hall (1) 15 


Robert Marshall 
Ronaid Rogers 
Bernie George 
Landre & Verna 
Jean Ward 
Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 
Sym Orc 


Paiace (R) 15 
Hi Lo Jack & Dame 
MacFarland & 


Brown 
B West & L Page 
4 Skating Macks 


Ray Douglas 
Glenn & enkins 
dtwo to filb 
Paramount (P) 14 
C Cavallaro Bd 
DeMarco Si 
Gary Morton 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Roxy (!) 
Jack Hailey 
Murs® = ‘rt 
May 


Pa 
.¢ 


is 
re 
wit E 
, 45-17 
dh a ax@ily 
Sitiney & Ross 
Stage-McCann 3 
18-21 
Felicia Shore 
T & T Carr 
Gene Doyle 
3 Murray Sis 
done to fill 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (R) 15 
Berk & Hallow 
Chords 
F & K Watson 
B Hammond 
Mack, Russ 
Owen 
Wally Brown 
Dolinoff & Raya 
Sis 
Pat Rooney, St 


Birds 


Regai (P) 6 
Count Basie Orc 
Berry Bros 


2 Zephyrs 
(one to come) 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (R) 19-21 
Dizzy Gillespie 
Ravens 
DAVENPORT 
Orpheum (R 
Edward Bros 
Yvonne Moray 
Marvellos 
Cook & Brown 
Steve Evans 
Appletons 
Boss & LaPierre 
Gus Van 
HARTFORD 
State (1) 15-17 
Artie Shaw Or« 
Olea San Juan 
Alan Carney 
Clark Bros 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 14 
B & J Reedy 
Harry Steffan 
Terry Lawler 
Bob Eberle 
Archie 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Radio City 
Edgar Bercen 
Ray Noble 
Pat Patrick 
Vice & Adio 
S & T DeMarco 


Yvetie 


LL. & M ; 
D & D Workman 
Ross Wyse, Jt 
Johnson & Owen 
(two to fill 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (i) 15 
Ricarans 
H Levan & Karr 
Lew Nelson 
ROCHESTER 
Palace (R) 14 
Dick Contino 
Richard Melari 
Ewing Sis 
Mystery 4 
Lou Ann Sims 
Glenn Pigott 
Don Mclivaine 


orc 


15-18 


(P) 15 











AT 
THE 
Thursday 





twice aicghtly—Mats. 


F&M STAGESHOWS Inc. 


BREAK YOUR JUMP! 


FOX THEATRE, St. Louis 


Operings 


Sat.. Sun., Hols 











Parn mount New 
Building DOC HOWE Vork 
BRIDGEPORT Hackney Sis 
Lyric (tL) 17-18 Johnny Muneall 
Gene Krupa Orc Dixieland Band 
BUFFALO SPRINGFIELD 
Buffalo (L) 15 Court Sq (1) 15-18 
Dunhills J & E Hayden 
Virginia Lee Minda Lanz 
Siby! Bowan Bobby Pinkus Co 
Jan Murray Briants 
Vic Damone Anthony & Rogers 
CAMDEN | Kate Murtagh 
Towers (1) 16-18 Howell & Bowser 
Mage & Karr Gibsons 
Bette Moore ST Louis 
Wallace Puppets Fox (FM) 15 
Roy Benson Arthur LaFleur 
Kayos Ward & Dane 
CEDAR RAPIDS Burns Twins & 
fowa (‘R) 19-21 Evelyn 
Edward Pros Danny Drayson 
Yvonne Moray 5 Antelaks 
Marvellos Russ David 
Cook & Brown Joe Schirmer 


Steve Evans 

Appletons 

Ross & LaPierre 

Gus Van 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (P) 14 

Sid Coesar 

Betty Reilly 

Debonairs 

Phitharmonicas 
Oriente! (1) 5% 

Pearl Bailey 

P Franks & Janyce 

Billy Carr 

2 Madcaps 

Carl Sands Ore 


fone to fill Gene Krupa Orc 
BRITAIN 
ASTON Los Reverhos 
Hippodrome (1) 12 Infa-Sahara Trp 
elix Mendelssohn Dorocinas 
awaiian | Amber & Bucks 
Serenaders | Little Jimmy 
Les Ritchie & Anettes Aerial 
endy Lovlies 
Ford & Lenner 2 Myrons 
seeneey & Karna | BIRMINGHAM 
arry Worth Hippodrome (M) 12 
Curzon 4 —— & 
Jimmy Lyons iroham 
BLACKPOOL Ben “ue 
Grand ii) 12 | Les Silvas 
orge Formsby | Hersche Henlere 
illy Russell |B Lane & Claire 
orman Wisdom | Noni Nita & Dody 
Arnley | Lee Royce 
Day _ BOSCOMBE 
ygram & Brandon Hippodrome ii) 12 
Zena Renee Becke 
Albert Marland Albert Whelan 
Opera House (1) 12. Fred_Hugh 
Charlie Chester Co BRIGHTON 
Andreas Hippodrome (M) 12 
Casavecchia | Billy Cotton Bd 
Henry Lytton Tessie O'Shea 
France Clery | 4 Kentons 
Shiela Matthews Arthur Dowler 
alama & Konarski Cooper Twins 
iller Girls Elray & Dorothy 
Midsummer Loviies | Hamilton & Vassi 
Corps de Ballet | TOL 


G & B Bernard 
Palace (1) 12 
Delta Rhythm Boys 

Chaz Chase 
Woodward Co 
Johnny Lockwood 
& J Paul 
uglas Maynard 
Syd Amoy 
Adey & Dawn 
harles Hague 
Tower Circus (1) 12 
Charlie Cairoli 
aul Co 
le’s Animals 
ictor Julian Pets 


recos 
chester Riders 
Paloma 
Colbergs 


Dottie Bennett 
Billy Gilbert 
WASHINGTON 
Capito! (L) 15 
Los Gatos 
Connie Haines 
Artie Dann 
Frankie Laine 
Howard (1) 158 


| Stump & Stumpy 
| Georte Hudson Orc 


Sarah Vaughn 

Striders 

fone to fill 
WATERBURY 
Poli (L) 16 only 





Empire (1) 12 
Jimmy Slater 
Jack Henry 
Mad Martins 
Zillah 
Frank Bernard 
Mavis Spencer 
Vicky ymond 
Diamondettes 
Hippodrome (‘S) 
Frank Mariowe 
Jack Jackson 
| Leon Cortez 
La Esterella 
Winifred Atwell 
Hal Menken 
Jose Moreno 
El Granadas 

CARDIFF 
New (Ss) 12 


| Harmonica 


Nat Jackley 
Costello Twins 
Marienne Lincoln 
Jack Francois 


Armand & Anita 
CHATHAM 
Chatham (8) 12 
Afrique 
George Lacy 
( Warren & Jean 
Graceful Garcias 
rommy Truman 
Terry 
Cottrell Bros & 
Margaret 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 12 
Leo Fuld 
rerry-Thomas 
Johnny Denis 
Ranchers 
Arthur Worsley 
Harry Bailey 
Hotley 3 
> Adairs 
DERBY 
Grand ‘(S) 12 
Arthur Lucan 
Kitty McShane 
EDINSURGH 
Empire (M) 12 
Issy Bonn 
Wacky Boyd 
Darly Co 
Mickey Ressel 


Merreaux & 
Lilliane 
Noberti 


Elverita & Ortero 


Ted Ray 
B & A Pearson 
Kitty Bluett 
Kermond Bros 
Sook & Roman 
LINCOLN 
Royal «1) 12 
Peter Cavangh 
Collins & Brett 
Scott & Foster 
Condons 
Jimmy Robins 
| Walcott’s 
} Marionettes 
Ed Morelle 
Potter & Carole 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire ‘M) 12 
Jimmy Edwards 
Freddie Frinton 
Joyce Golding 
Toros & Reach 
Renee Piat & 
Naudy 
' St Clair &é 
Finlay Bros 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome ‘S) 12 
Harry Lester Ce 
Chris Sands 
Regon & Royal 
B & M Konyot 
Ann Vernon 
Carol 
P O'Farrell Co 
NEWCASTLE 


Day 


Empire (M) 12 
Dump Harris & 
Stan 








LeROY 


SEPT. 





STEUBENS, BOSTON 
: WEEKS 
22-SEPT. 20 
Booxed by 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
RKO Bidg., Suite 902 — JUdson 6-3345 


BROS. 














FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 12 
Mills & HBelita 
Dr. Crock & 
Crackpots 
Wheeler & Wilson 
2 Berty Borrest 
Hutch 
Anona Winn 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Dick Henderson 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 12 
Vie Oliver 
June Manton 
Jeanette Hughes 
Elizabeth Gray 
Maureen Q'Dell 
Ernie Brooks 
Lionel Smith 
Les Rayner & 
Betty 
Leslie Sarony 
Stevil Sis 
Benson Dulay 
Frank Maex & Iris 
Fred Lovelle 
GRIMSBY 
Palace ‘t) 12 
Jack Tracey 
Varga Models 


Andrieva Dancers 
NEY 
Empire (S$) 12 


Max Miller 

Ladd Lyon 

Alfred Thripp 

Permanes 

Olga Varona 

J & M Kinson 

Bega 3 

Marjorie Manners 
LEEDS 


Leeds (M) 12 


, DeVere 3 


Deep River Boys 
Hope & Ray 
Max Bacon 


| Olgo 


Charlie Clapham 
Jean Jack & fudy 
Cawalini’s Canine 
Comedian 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 12 
5 Smith Bros 
Canfield Smith 
W Latona & Sparks 
Nazzaro 
Rosinas 
Joe Black 
Stevano 
Maurice French Co 
LONDON 
Paitadium (M) 12 
Ink Spots 
Florence 
Borrah 


Desmond 
Minevitch 
Rascals 
Joy Nichols 
Think Drink 

Hoffman 
3 Rudelis 
Gaston Palmer 
Len Young 
Michael Bentine 
Cromwells 
Skyrockets Ore 

Stoll (S) 12 
Cecilia Colledge 
Richard Hearne 


Billy Barr 

Johnny Downes 

Eddie Arnoid 

Joey Hopkinson 

Bennet O'Lachlan 

Patricia Leigh 

Eddie Lee 

Count LeRoy 
NORWICH 

Hippodrome ii) 12 

Smeddle Bros 

J Robey & Joan 

Kenny Noble 

Millionaires 

Len Keold 

Wrato & Sis 

Valencies 

| Montmarte Ballet 

| NOTTINGHAM 

| Empire ‘M) 12 

D & J O'Gorman 

H Norman & Ladd 

3 Monarchs 

Ariston 

Beryl Seton 

Slim Allan 

Nigel Neilson 

4 Yeomen 

| Helen Daemora 
PORTSMOUTH 

| Royal (M) 12 

T & P Shamva 

| Vera Lynn 

|}1 & S Davis 

Adrienne & Leslie 

Valmar 3 

Jack Stanford 

Fran Dowie 


| Boy Foy 

SHEFFIELD 

Empire (M) 12 
Campbell & 

Rogerson 

| Ryan & McDonald 


Balcombes 

| Suzette Tarri 
Harry Benty 
Lionel King 
Frankie Higgins 
| Annell & Brask 
Laconas 


SHEPHERDS BUSH 

| Empire ‘(S) 12 

| Peter Lorre 

Al Marshall & Lana 

Pepino’s Circus 

| Ronnie Leslie 

| Joe Church 

Madge Kent 

Graig & Vovyle 

| Red Fred & Rosa 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (i) 12 
Jimmy Gay 
Goldwyn 3 

Margie Morris 

| Bert Brierley 

Johnny Marsh 

Tom Hanley 

10 Mayfair Girls 

Sloane Sis 

Leslie Brooks 


YORK 

Empire (1) 12 
Lee Brooklyn 
Mike Howe 
Joe Poynton 
Frank Formby 
Jill Manners 
Brooklyn Levies 











Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Bive Angel 
Irene Williams 
Claude Alphand 
H Chittison 3 

Bop City 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Red Norvo 
Savannah Churchill 
Velma Middleton 
Geo Shearing Ore 
Treniers 

Cate Society 
Jack Prince 
Patricia Bright 


| J Bothwell Ore 


Cliff Jackson 
China Oot 
Noro Morales 


12 Jose Corbello 


| Toy & Win 
| Myra Kim 


Katharine Chang 
8 


Canton Bros 
Copacabana 


| Joe E. Lewis 


Kay Starr 
Cabot & Dresden 


| Terri Stevens 
James Barrie 


_ Patricia Adair 
| M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Billy Bishop 
Jack Gansert 
W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Cheral Quartet 


Juenger Baliei ‘Line 


| Gleb Yellin Ore 

| €i Chice 

| Rosita Rios 

Ballesieros & 
Torres 

| Yayite 3 

D’Alonso Ore 
Havana-Madrioe 

Miguelito Valdes 

De Castro Sis 

| Duanos 

Havana-Madrids 

| Pancho Or« 

| Hotel Ambassador 

Jules Lande Ore 

Xavier Cugat Ore 

|_ tote! Biltmore 

Don Bestor Orc 


Harold Gene Barry 
Hotel ESiesn” Paul Killiam 
Payson 


| Kitty Kallen Orc 


|mean to revise the film agreement 


| petitive situation in the locale; and 


‘ies a full year but the attitude now 
|is “they lost the law suit.” Govern- 
| out the divorcement plan. 


| Tuesday (20), no plan for divesti- 
| ture 


Lee Ore Evelyn Ward 
Hote” Plaza | Donald Saddler 
Nicolas Matthey Or Jack Cassidy | 
Re Ore | Gloria Manning 
Hotel Roosevelt § Al Cooper Ore 
N Brandwynne Orc) oumanian 
Hotei St Regis 





Holiday on Ice — 
Carmen Montes. _ ness in the ballet leaps and spins. 


Laszioc & Pepito 
Mickey Freeman 


Hote! Shelbourne 


Mervyn Nelson Joanne Florio and Galbraith joins her in 

Tholme Cospenter | 200 an Or Ore duo number. His ame apet . a = 
= “ ~~ Afro-American number, “Kumba- 

Ji Dorsey Ore Penthouse ro-Am ; 4 

im™otel Tat ‘ Bill Tabbert lero.” with the entire cast, inter 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Warwick 

Irving Fields 

Fred Fassler 


Gigi Durston 

Kurt Maier 
Riviera 

Ritz Bros 


preting the pulsating Latin dance 
/movements to the rhythm of conga 
drums. Galbraith and Miss Goos 


Nina Joan Merrill also do a breathtaking double to 
H Arminsky Maxellos “Night d Day.” 

iceland Joan Holloway Night an ay. 's Be Gay.” 
G D Washington Jeffrey Clay Then there is “Oh Let's Be Gay, 
Line Line with the Glamoricers and _ Ice 
Jack Palmer Orc Catalino Ore 


doing difficult stunts 


- 7 (50) 

Latin Quarter he Nye Ore Squires (090), stu 
Sonny | Skylar Ruban Bieu with huge hoops and rubbet balls 
— Se pet Gxerwene They also shine in “Spirit of Win- 
Paysees Paula Drake ~ Pm : sng Bate 
Don Saxon Michael Brown ter,” skating with power and — 
Art Waner O King Odom 4 “Starlight Serenade” is lavish, 
. ee , ann + —*y with the entire company in {coe 
Helen Edwards Annabelle Hill tumes covered with mirrors. M hen 
Oscar Calvet Ore Arleigh Peterson the spots hit, the arena seems alive 
— ae Jimmy Lewis with twinkling stars. 

Leon & Eddie's Manhattan Paul eat in af @ dv. espe- 
Myron Cohen The Blenders _ There's plenty of ‘ omedy, es pe- 
Farrells Shotsie Davis cially in Mrs. Penny-Bottom s 
Renard Mayes Andre & Dortheo (Charm School,” with eight male 
Marion Powers Tini Benson 


zanies as the charmers. With some- 


Bella Smaro Lucille Dixon Ore 7 
Art Waner Ore Versailles ing happening every minute, it gets 
' —— Edith Piat o funnier to the end. Holly and Day, 
verry ersen Bob Grant re aye wa . _ ae a 
Bob Hannon | Panchito Ore in their “Two Too Many C€ rooks, 
Johnny Ryan | Village Barn keep things moving in humorous 
—_ _ ae Oe 6 fashion, with their timing and pan- 
oy se yt M: tlien ; icer > ice 
Rochelle Carter ye Albert Ore tomime tops. Phil Hiser, vet ice 
No 1 Fifth Av@  “Vitisge vanguaro comic, and Joe Shillon boost things 

Wie Cox Mary Lou Williams with their humor. 
ton ary ~ ; ete nae ” 
Downey & Fonville ? Gordons. Aetesto Bobby Blake and Karen are neat 
Hazel Webster tock Fina Ore in their version of “Christopher Co- 

x *seaidy Jac . ” 4 , 
— o- Knick Mischa Borr Ore iumbus and Isabella, and handle 
HICAGO their routines in expert manner. 
C Kay Ferrelli contribs neat juggling. 
Slackhawe - — Tommy and Susan LaVonne score 
vie ‘ e 

Perry Mitchell Jean Arlen in a humorous portrayal of a win- 


Chordmen 

Dick France 

Ann Radoc 

Buddy Moreno Orc 


Maxwells ‘2) 
Rob Murray 
Buddy Lewis 
Vivian Adams 


dow dresser and dummy. 
Henry Lie, twice Norwegian fig- 
ure skating champ, does difficult 


Cher raree i — figure skating atop stilts. Leo Frei- 
Jac affioer = - “a : 4 a . 
Danny Thomas | Jerry Mapes singer returns with his_ speed 


Fran Warren 
Ginger Kinney 
Adoraties (10) 
Cee Davidson Ore 
Lino Rhumba Ore 


(which carried him to the Olympic 
championship) and does even more 
daring jumps than previously. The 


Frank Masters Ore 
Paimer Mouse 
Janet Blair & 


Blackburn Twins 


Sid Stone smooth skate dancing of Phil 
Heisings Maria Neglia Houser and Jean Berman appeais 
he Eddie O'Ne*oter | to the oldsters, being a repeat of 
Adrianne Loraine | “Salute to Rodgers | last year’s “Down Memory Lane. 
Lenny Colyer & Hammerstein Newcomers include Michael Mee- 
oily Cheater Gre | Bee? ae han, whose ballet routine is solid, 
tem seat aiph Steru ° " J n 
mo. Watson Kenneth Mackenzie and Don Hooten, whose cowboy 
Joe ish ow — roping routine is new for ice shows. 
Jerry Austen yi. Bobby Blake and Ann Schmidt are 
Johnny srewer @ Bill Snyder Ore - y d . , isht-c le num- 
Vine Gardens featured in an _ eight-couple y 
H Edgewarer Beach Holly Kay ber, “May I Have This Dance, 
Cardini Jerry Coe . 


neatly presented. Joan Freisinger, 
7-vear-old daughter of Leo, appears 
| like a dancing doll in her old-fash- 
ioned pinafore and perky hair bow 
More for the kids inciude a “Bo 
Peep” number, with the wolves be- 
ing played by Ted Meza and Joe 
Romaine, with it all happy and hu- 
morous. 

A word or so of praise would not 
be amiss to George and Ruth Ty- 
son, husband and wife combination, 
who directed the past four “Holi- 
days on Ice,” and of course each 
succeeding edition tops its prede- 
cessors. Marie Carr did a neat job 
on group choreography, as did Eve 
Ross on supervision of principals. 
The musical score, conducted by 
Carmen Nappo, was tailored by 
Dolores Pallett of Radio City Music 
Hall, who also wrote the special 
music and lyrics, orchestrated by 
Paul Summey. Costumes were de- 
signed by Billy Livingston. Add- 
ing to the presentation is the fine 
duo singing by Roy Carter and 
Clelia Nenditti. Jaro. 


Dick Glinn 
(one to filD 
Mel Cole Ore 
Pancho Ore 


Spalding 3 

John O’Brien 
Henry Brandon Orc 
D Hild Dancers 


| 
| 
| State Dept. 
i Continued from page 5 
slashing of the British film quota, 
the Daily Express Thursday (8) 
described this as “just another sac- 
rifice that is made for unnecessary 
dollars.” 

“There are many signs,” the 
paper says, “that the Government 




















on which the home producing in- 
dustry is being set up. In that case, 
we shall see an alteration of the 
quota to the advantage of the U. S. 
and more frequent showings of 
American films. This is believed 
to be one of the benefits to Amer- 
ica which Bevin and Cripps carry 
with them.” 





British Equity Complaint 

A special meeting will be heid 
under the auspices of the Minis- 
try of Labor Sept. 30, to hear the 
British Actors Equity complaint 
about the employment of foreign 
artists in British pix. Reps from 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica and British Film Producers 
Assn. will also attend. 


Gov't Seeks 


Continued from page 5 


lee Fellies of 1950 
(PAN PACIFIC AUDITORIUM) 
Los Angeles, Sept. 8. 

Shipstads *& Johnson presenta- 
tion of ice show in two acts, 20 
scenes, with Frick & Frack, Betty 
Schaiow, Ray & Roy Schramm, Jo- 
anne & Joyce Scotveld, Hugh Hen- 
drickson, Harris & Phyllis Lega, 
Hazel Franklin, Marilyn Ruth 
Take, April & Nadine Schramm, 
Montel Phillips, Mae Ross, Charles 
Davidson, Les Hamilton, Virginia 
Morrison, Narena & Norris, Ed 
Dunigan, Ole Ericsen, John Mul- 
vey, Paul & Yvon Leduc, Richard 
Rasmussen, William Cameron, 

















Vivienne LaFayette, Carlos Ro- 
ment will also ask that no more mero, Bert Panting, James Mc- 
| than one year be granted to carry Anany, Dick Mershon, Jeanne 


“rystal, Paul Gannon, Ice Follies 
Girls (50), Ice Follies Boys (10), 
Walter Rudolph and Orch (12); 
directed by Frances Claudet, Mary 
Jane Lewis and Stanley D. Kahn; 
costumes by Helen Rose; musical 
score by Larry Morey; designed by 
Fernando Carrere; orchestrations 
by Dave Stretch and George Hack- 
ett; produced by Oscar Johnson 
and Eddie and Roy Shipstad at Pan 
Pacific Auditorium, Los Angeles, 
Sept. 8, "49; $3.60 top. 


When decree _ hearings _ start 
(as distinguished from di- 
vorcement) will be presented by 
the Government although it con- 
siders that final phase of the suit 
the real problem to be answered. 
Instead, it is expected that the 
court will be asked to forego a rul- 
ing until the country-wide checkup 
of the Government on a theatre-by- 
theatre basis is completed, possibly 
many months from now. 

In view of the prodigious work > 
involved, the D of J expect to as- 
sign a number of outside investi- 
gators to the job. It will be their 


Oscar Johnson and the Shipstad 
Bros. have pulled another highly 
saleable item out of the deep 
freeze. Their “Ice Follies of 1950” 


duty to probe the history of each ng pee Foal ol “= 
theatre; its past owners; its com- with a $50.000 advance. This is 


$9,000 more than they had in the 
till when they preemed their frozen 
frappe here last year. The 14th 
edition looks every cent of the 
$350,000 it took to get it on the 


its relation to the circuit as a 
whole. On the basis of this re- 
port, the DC toppers will finally 
shape a divestiture decree. 


Ice Show Reviews 


Continued from page 52 


' 


in a neat | 





rink, from every angle—costumes, 
production numbers, speed in 
presentation and the smooth-as- 
silk individual acts. 

One reason for the upped take 
is the fact that show will be here 
only three weeks, compared with 
four-and-a-half last year. That's 
because Omaha has been added to 
the itinerary for the first time. 
Tour comes to a halt in San Fran- 
cisco next June. It'll take its 
stand at Madison Square Garden, 


New York, Nov. 17 to 29. It 
should be all velvet for the pro- 
ducers, who split $1,500,000 last 


year, by the time they hit Boston 
in February, despite staggering nut 
of between $5,000 and $6,000 a day. 

All the old favorites are on hand 
except Roy Shipstad and his 
debonair top-hat-and-tails turn. 
He’s confining his activity to busi- 
ness and production this time 
around, and he is definitely missed. 
As for the rest, time hasn't dulled 
their blade = skill. Additionally, 
choreographers Frances Claudet, 
Mary Jane Lewis and Stanley D. 
Kahn have furnished sparkling new 
routines in an overcrowded field 
where a novelty to knock the cus- 
tomers out of their seats doesn’t 
seem possible. They've accom- 
plished it, in spades. 

Helen Rose has outdone herself 
on the costume end this time. 
The Ice Follies Girls seem pret- 
tier this year—or maybe it’s just 
because the Metro designer has 
dressed them prettier. At any rate, 
here’s a new mark in couturiering. 
Likeliest candidate for hitdom in 
Larry Morey’s hummable score is 
“It's a Good, Good Morning.” 
Score also includes the listenable 
“Building Bee,” “Shake 'em Off” 
and “School Bells a-Ringin’,” all 
albumed by Capitol and deservedly 
so. 

Rubber-ankied Frick and Frac 
are back, in “World Travelers,” ta 
top the sparkling taient roster. 
Theirs is a one-shot appearance 
this time, and it’s showmanshipe 


plus to hold them to one. Next- 
to-closing, but natch. Crowding 


them for honors are Betty Schalow, 
a skater’s skater if ever there was 
one, queen of the spread-eagle, 
and holder of many another title; 
Hugh Hendickson, sleek exponent 
of the back spiral and the axle 
jump; the personable Schramm 
Twins in “Clockwork Precision,” a 
debonair exhibition and the Scot- 
vold Twins, lushly blonde counter- 
parts of the Schramms. 

Others in the brilliant single-o 
lineup are Mae Ross, who show- 
cases her unique crouching spins 
and flying splits in “Circus Day”; 
the Harris and Phyllis Legg stilt 
act and the male half's thrilling 
leap, replacing his flaming hoop 
jump. through a gyroscope in the 
“Hearts Are Trump” production 
number; James McAnany and his 
back somersault through a steel 
ring; and the flash bladework by 
graceful Munica Moran, Marilyn 
Ruth Take, Hazel Franklin, Charies 
Davidson and rope-twirling April 
Schramm. 

Comedy cornucopia bulges, too, 
with “The Skating Lesson,” ludi- 
ecrous contribution by Les Hamil- 
ton and Virginia Morrison; Bill 
Cameron in “Building Bee,” Ice- 
dom’s version of Gautier’s Brick- 
layers; Ole Ericsen and John Mul- 
vey, fore and aft, respectively. of 
a wistful St. Bernard in “To the 
Rescue”; the acrobatic, antic-cut- 
ting “Ueauc Brothers in “Fisher- 
aan’s Luck"; polar bear takeoffs 
by Montel Phillips, Ole Ericsen. 
Dick Mershon, John Mulvey and 
Bert Panting in “The Dream of 
Snoopy Bear"; and the Dick Ras- 
mussen-Bill Cameron dude-and- 
dame takeoff in “The Bowery.” 

“Winter's Beauty,” opener for 
the second half, is the most spec- 
tacular layout ever staged by the 
production trio—a glamorous, all- 
white confection that had the 
first-nighters cheering. Close be- 
hind it are “June Week at West 
Point,” featuring the old standby, 
“Swing Waltz’; “In a Viennese 
Garden,” another waltz hoedown, 
to open; “Music Shop,” in which 
Miss Franklin and a passel of real 
dogs and a lone, deodorized skunk 
are calciumed; “Dairyville, 
U. S. A.,” stroblite salute to the 
bovine set and its by-products; 
“Totem Ceremonial Dance,” finale 
in which the Ice Follies Girls 
crack their whips as of yore and, 
on occasion. their spines; and 
“Circus Day,” paean to the Big 
Top in which performers and man- 
size beasts light up like Christmas 
trees and a bouncing ball ballet 
goes to town. 

Master mechanic Russ Williams 
came through with.some cleverly 
contrived milk wagons for the 
dairy turn. Walter Rudolph's 
batoning gives the proceedings a 
big lift. Jeanne Crystal and Paul 
Gannon sing the production num- 
bers. They can’t be heard for the 
pattycakes, Mike. 
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Variety’ Editorial Sparks Fire Dept. | 
To Action vs. Theatre Smokers ict2°2is Maer" sues 





As a result of an editorial in¢ 


last week’s Variety the New York | 
fire department will take action to, 
end wholesale violations of fire | 


regulations in Broadway theatres. | 


That was promised by Fire Com- | 
missioner Frank J. Quayle, in a 
letter to James E. Sauter, deputy 
commissioner of the N. Y. depart- 
ment of commerce and chairman 
of Mayor O’Dwyer’s new commit- 
tee on the theatre. Sauter had 
mailed Quayle a clipping of the 
editorial. 

A representative of the fire de- 
partment phoned VARIETY last 
week to explain that firemen on 
theatre duty are not, as the edi- 
torial stated, authorized to serve | 
summonses on violators of the fire, 
regulations. The fireman may 
merely warn the offending play- 
goer, but must phone the depart- 
ment’s public assembly division to 
send a representative to serve a 
summons, it was asserted. In the 
ease of backstage violations, the 
fireman on duty can only ask the 
theatre management to force the 
offending actor, stagehands or 
others to stop smoking or cther- 
wise breaking the fire rules. 

However, it Was admitted by 
the fire department rep that since 
the public assembly division is 
part of the fire department, the 
distinction between them is actu- 
ally just a technicality. Also, the 
widespread violations in the audi-| 
torium and backstage at all per- 
formances in all Broadway thea- 
tres are common knowledge to the 
public assembly division as well 
as the firemen on duty. So the| 
public assembly division could 
readily send an officer with power | 
of summonses to any theatre with- 
out waiting for a specific call. 
Therefore, it was agreed, responsi- 
bility in the matter still rests with 
the fire department. 


The representative asserted that 
actors who smoke backstage are 
among the worst offenders in 
breaking the fire regulations, ex- 
plaining that in many cases they 
go into the wings at one side of 
the stage to smoke when they) 
know the fireman on duty is busy | 
at the other side. It was also as- 
serted that a fireman on theatre 
duty has so many things to attend | 
to that he would have no time to) 
“loaf around backstage.” But it 
was admitted that some firemen 
ignore some of the required tasks 
in order to lounge around and gos- 
sip with backstage attendants. 


After VARIETY was read over the 
air Thursday ‘(8 by Ed and Pegeen 
Fitzgeraid, a representative of the 
fire department phoned them to 
ask that a spokesman be permit- 
ted to «ppear on their show the 
next day to “correct” statements 
contained in the piece. The re- 
quest was turned down, however, 
and the department was told to 
write a letter explaining the al- 
leged misstatements. 


Show-of-Month Forming 





Drama Book Club Setup; 


Plan Monthly Choices 


The Show-of-the-Month Club, 
which obtains tickets to selected 
Broadway shows for its members, 
is forming a Drama Book Club to 


distribute monthly book choices to 
subscribers. Idea will be to op- 
erate a setup similar to Book-of- 
the-Month Club and other such 
projects, except that selections will 
be confined tc theatre books. Ex- 
act discount rate is still to be 
worked out. 

First selection for the Drama 
Book Club will probably be the 
forthcoming “Matinee Tomorrow,” 
by Ward Morehouse, N. Y. Sun 
legit critic, to be published by 
Whittlesey House, and the second 
may be “The Show Must Go On,” 
novel by Elmer Rice about the the- 
atre, being published by Viking 
Press. 

Idea of the Drama Book Club 
was suggested by Arthur Canter, 
ressagent for the SOMC, and is 

ing worked out by him in asso- 
ciation with Sylvia Siegler, SOMC 
president, and Lou Cooper, of the 
same organization. As a test, post- 
card queries were sent last week 
to 500 SOMC members, and more 


than 100 replies favoring the idea 


ave been received so far. The 
SOMC has a membership of 2,678. 


s ’ 
Priestley’s ‘Summer’ OK, 
‘ > ’ ~ . 
Wind’ Tepid in London 
London, Sept. 13. 

J. B. Priestley’s “Summer Day’s 
Dream,” which opened at the St. 
Martin’s Thursday (8), was ac 
corded a warm audience reception. 
The play, set in the year 1975, pic 
tures England following an atomic 
war with a Utopian existence visu- 
alized by the playwright. Press 
notices were mixed, giving the play 
a 50-50 chance. 

Directed by Michael Macowan, 
the cast headed by Herbert Lomas 
turns in a splendid job. 

Tepid press reception greeted 
the »pening of Charlotte Frances’ 


“Western Wind” at the Piccadilly 
Though audience re-| 
the play, | 


Friday (9). 
ception was favorable, 
with its undecided theme swaying 
between bedroom farce and tense 
drama, isn't strong enough to hold 
up under present conditions. 

The three-character play is im- 
peccably acted by Anne Crawford, 
John McCallum and Hubert Gregg, 
and has been given a smooth pro- 
duction by Tom Arnold. Show was 
presented in the U. S. last month 
on the strawhat circuit. 


Churchill ‘Story 
Set for Touring 


Two productions from the straw- 
hat circuit are being sent on regu- 
lar road tours this fall and winter. 
One is “The Philadelphia Story,” 
with Sarzh Churchill _ starred, 
which will play Theatre Guild- 
American Theatre Society sub- 





scription dates under Guild man-| 
agement. The other stars Eva Le- 


Gallienne in “The Corn Is Green,” 
probably also for the Guild. 


Permission for Miss Churchill 


to make the tour was granted yes- 


terday ‘Tues.) 
on application by + 
union agreed to waive 
rule which would have barred the 
actress from appearing in the play 
until after a six-month interval. 
Miss Churchill played to substan- 
tial 
dates last summer in the Philip 
Barry comedy. 


‘Guys & Dolls’ lato 
December Rehearsal 


“Guys and Dolls,” musical com- 
edy based on characters and stories 
of Damon Runyon, will probably 
be ready to go into rehearsal early 
in December for a late-January 
opening on Broadway. Work on 
the book and songs has progressed 
| so rapidly in recent weeks that the 
'authors and producers expect to 
| be in New York early in November 
‘to whip the material into final 
shape. 


by Actors Equity, 
. Guild. The 





collaborating with 
|Ernest Martin on the Coast. Co- 
producer Cy Feuer returned to 
New York last week after sitting in 
on several sessions. When the 
others arrive east, casting and 
other production matters will be 
actively undertaken. The balance 


of the required financing will be 


lined up then also. 
Loesser is already represented on 


Broadway by “Where's Charley?”, 
musical adaptation of “Charley's 
Aunt,” for which he supplied the 
Martin and 
Feuer are co-producers, in associa- 


songs and of which 


tion with Gwen Rickard. 


Beatrice Lillie May Do 





| London Play in Spring 


London, Sept. 13. 


its alien| 


grosses in various cowbarn | 


Shuberts Drop Pearl 


Following expiration last week 
of individual pacts between the- 


Union, IATSE, Jack 
Pearl was dropped as boxoffice 
man at the Majestic, N. Y., by the 
Shuberts. Pearl, who was suspend- 
ed after his refusal to cooperate in 


Investigation Commissioner John ! 





Murtagh’s probe of ticket agency | 


practices, 
Rinaldo. 
Local 751 execs stated that Pearl 


was replaced by 


Billy | 


would be placed at some other the- | 


atre before next month. 


No other | 


shifts of boxoffice men occurred in | 


Broadway theatres now housing 
plays. Currently inactive houses 
will be required to hire their box- 
office staffs on or before Oct. 12 
under the union’s general basic 
agreement. 


Margo Jones Will Use 
Road Profits to Repay 
Original ‘Smoke’ Angels 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 

Although backers of the Broad- 

way production of “Summer and 
Smoke” did not buy into the 
present road edition, they will be 
repaid their loss on the original 
investment before producer-direc- 
tor Margo Jones takes a profit 
from it. Since her cut will be 50% 
of the company’s profits, the $65,- 
000 loss may be entirely recouped 
|if the Tennessee Williams play 
| clicks here and in subsequent teur- 
jing stands. 
Under the original financing 
setup of the show, the backers had 
the option of investing in the road 
version. But having gotten back 
only $35,000 from their original 
$100,000 stake, they ail passed up 
the proposition. So the Shuberts 
supplied the entire bankroll for 
the new production, for which 
they'll get first call on the earnings 
until their investment is regained, 
after which they'll split the profits 
50-50 with Miss Jones. 

Despite mixed notices, “Smoke” 
chalked up $17,800 at the Harris 
last week. At an operating nut 
of about $14,000, that was a prom- 
ising start. 


ROBSON LOOKS LIKELY 
FOR B’WAY ‘CHIFFON’ 


London, Sept. 6. 
John Wildberg and Joe Kauf- 
man probably will get Flora Rob- 
son, currently starring in “Black 
Chiffon” at the Westminster thea- 
tre, for the show on Broadway. 
Miss Robson is under contract to 








_ . | 
Composer-lyricist Frank Loesser | 
and librettist Jo Swerling are now 
co-producer 


J. Arthur Rank for five years, at 


$40,000 per annum, but has been 


given permission by Rank to go to 
America to star in “Chiffon” when 
show finishes its London run, 
sometime next summer. 

English star is wililng to play 
her London role on Brodway, pro- 
viding terms are right. Under- 
stood she is asking for 10% of 
the gross, with $1,000 per week 
against the 10%, which W. and K. 
are likely to give her. 


Ashton Stevens Back 
Covering Chi Legit 


Chicago. 





Editor, VARIETY: 

I seemed to be starting life all 
over last Monday night (5). When I 
got home from “Summer and 
Smoke” and started to write my 
notice—the first in a whole season 
{the dean of American drama 
critics has been aiiing—Ed.)—I 
was informed by telephone that if 
copy reached the office in time 
the piece would run in all editions 
of Tuesday which would start 
printing at 2 a.m. 

Well, such as the yarn was, It 
was there on time and ran all day 
with a 2-col. box announcing it 
'on P. 1. 

That front cover of Theatre 
Arts is about as pretty a Variety 
testimonial aS I've ever seen. And 
speaking of plugs, is it coincidence 
or conspiracy that accounts for ail 
the “Miss Liberty” picture and 
prose in this month’s Reader's 
Digest? 


Beatrice Lillie, here on vacation, 
may return to the West End next | 
spring to star in a straight play, | 
“The Brass Bed Knob.” However, | 
she’s also being sought by the 
American author-director, Joshua 
Logan, for the lead in a play on 
Broadway next season. 

@medienne returns to the U. S. 
shortly to resume her tour in the 
musical, “Inside U.S.A.” 


Ashton Stevens. 


Gives Up ‘Poison’ 
Lassor Grossberg has _relin- 
quished his option on Leonard 
Lee’s “Sweet Poison.” Kevin Burke 
remains as sole producer. 
Play is still casting. with nego- 
tiations on for Faye Fmerson and 


| 


‘ 
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NY. City License Dept. Likely to Act 


Soon on Adopting Mgrs. Code On 
Tickets, Enforcing It as Muny Law 


7% 





‘Harvey’ Smash In 
Copenhagen Bow 


Copenhagen, Sept. 13. 


“Harvey,” the former Broadway 
comedy hit about a six-foot white 
rabbit, is doing smash biz here. 
With Max Hansen starring as El- 
wood P. Dowd, the Mary Coyle 
Chase play opened at the Folke- 
teatret Sept. 5. Show got rave 
reviews, with Hansen and Helga 
Frier, femme lead, getting favor- 
able comment. 

Indications are the local run 
will extend through Christmas, 
with an engagement in Stockholm 


probably opening early in Janu- 
ary, and a tour of Sweden and 
Norway t_ follow. 





Baltimore Gives 
Brush to Prostie 


Baltimore, Sept. 13. 


“The Respectful Prostitute,” 
Jean-Paul Sartre drama which was 
forced to close last summer in 
Chicago, has been barred here be- 
fore it could open. The Catholic 
Church, which was understood to 
have pressured municipal authori- 
ties to close the piay in Chicago, 
was directly responsible for pre- 
venting the opening here. As a 
result, Edward Kaplan's indie 
Maryland theatre, where “Prostie” 
and “Hope Is the Thing with 
Feathers” were to have opened to- 
night (13) got “Glass Menagerie” 
instead. 

Kaplan had arranged for the 
local presentation of the two 
plays, which were a combo hit on 


| Broadway two seasons ago when 
|produced by New 


Stages. The 
settings were built, actors were 
engaged (‘although no _ contracts 
were signed) and Jay Barney, of 
the original New Stages cast. was 
signed to produce and direct the 
double bill. However, two priests 
visited Kaplan, told him that 
“Prostie” had been rated “objec- 
tionable in its entirety” 
Legion of Decency, and warned 
him against going through with 
the presentation. 

After considering the matter for 
several days, Kaplan called off the 
booking. Barney has since gone 
to the Coast, reportedly to appear 
in _assor H. Grosberg’s production 
of the two plays next week at the 
Coronet theatre, Hollywood. 


H’wood Producer Bars 
Radio Critic Kamsler 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 

Ben Kamsler, radio drama critic 
heard on KFMV here and tran- 
scribed in Chicago, Detroit and 
Chattanooga, has been barred from 
the Greek theatre by Gene Mann, 
producer. Mann refused to let 
Kamsler attend the opening of 
“Carmen Jones,” currently at the 
amphitheatre, because Kamsler 
rapped “Girl Crazy,” the preced- 
ing attraction. 

Kamsler’s “On Stage With Ben 
Kamsler” has been on KFMV 
Thursday nights, sustainer, for the 
past 39 weeks. Mann's barring of 
the critic reportedly arose from 
the producer's belief that he found 
it too tough to take criticism from 
the press without having the radio 
rap him, too. 

Kamsiler, on his last Thursday 
(8) program, said it was “a signal 
honor” to be barred by Mann. He 
added: “A wise producer can take 
praise or blame at the same time.” 


Met’s Bing Due in U. S. 


Edinburgh, Sept. 6. 

Rudolf Bing, artistic director of 
Edinburgh's International Festiva! 
of Music and Drama, will sail Oct. 
29 from Southampton for New 
York on the Queen Elizabeth. He'll 
be new manager of the Metrovoli- 
tan Opera Assn. for the ‘50-’51 
season. 

Before leaving for U. S., he plans 
» “liday in Switzerland. His fam- 








Richard Hart to play the leads. ily will accompany te America. 


by the | 


+ The New York City department 


|of licenses will probably take ac- 
tive steps in two or three weeks 
,to adopt the ticket code of the 


League of N. Y. Theatres. It can 
thus make the stringent rules of 
the code a part of the municipal 
regulations, with the force of law, 
without vote of the city council or 
other legislative procedure 

First step In the license depart- 
ment move will be to submit a 
draft of its proposed reculations, 
based on the League code. to the 
Mavor’s new theatre advisory com- 
mittee. Subject to the reaction 
of this committee, which includes 
representatives from various ele- 
ments of the Broadway theatre, 
the rules will be _ revised or 
adopted in toto by the license de- 


partment. However, no maior 
changes are likely, as both Ed- 
ward T. Caffrev. commissioner of 
licenses. and John M. Murtagh, 


commissioner of investigation, ap- 
prove the code as it stands, and 
they have the final say on what 
form it takes 

With the Mavor’s 
slated to hold its first meeting 
Friday (16). several recommenda- 
tions for its consideration were 
made Monday (12) by Howard S. 
Cullman, theatre investor and 
chairman of the New York Port 
of Authority. The three principal 
points in Cu'lman’s letter to 
James FE. Sauter, committee chair- 
man. dealt with possible revision 
of the building code to permit 
office bui'dings above theatres; 
revision of the fire regulations ap- 
p ying to theatres; giving produc- 
ers instead of the theatre owner 
control of the boxoffice; scaling 
different locations in the orches- 
tra at different prices, so produc- 
ers, talent and investors can 
share in the revenue from desir- 
able seats, and raising the 75c. 
limit on ticket broker fees. 


49% of Cast Can Be 
Pro, Equity Rules On 


| Off-B’way Problem 


Taking its cue from a little 
theatre system employed in Los 
Angeles for the past 10 years, 
Actors Equity has offered a tem- 
porary answer to the problem of 
union members working in off- 
Broadway theatres. Discussions 
between the off-Broadway Theatre 
League and Equity have resulted 
in the union's announcement that 
_49°% of the cast of an experimental 
| theatre production can be profes- 
‘sionals recruited from any branch 
of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America. 

A permanent policy is still in the 
making, with Equity keeping a 
weather eye on the economic set- 
up of the groups. As yet no coin 
arrangements have been decided 
upon, except for a small token 
payment to the professional per- 
formers. 

The Los Angeles arrangement 
calls for a $40 payment to senior 
Equity members and $25 to junior 
members. Equity has also strength- 
ened its foothold by demanding 
that the non-union cast members 
get working permits from Equity. 
The union will also issue permis- 
sive certificates to members of the 
Four A's not signed with Equity. 


committee 





| 





Ethel Waters to Do 
McCullers’ ‘Wedding’ 


Detroit, Sept. 13. 

Ethel Waters will return to the 
dramatic stage as femme lead in 
“Member of the Wedding,” Carson 
McCullers’ adaptation of her own 
novel of the same name, which 
Robert Whitehead and Oliver Ree 
will produce on Broadway this 
winter. Singer, whose only other 
straight part, in “Mamba's Daugh- 
ters” won her the drama critics’ 
choice as best performance of the 
season in a Vartety poll, is cur- 
rently on a concert and nitery tour. 

“Wedding” will go into rehearsal 
in November for a road tryout and 
Broadway opening early ia Janu- 
ary. Harold Clurman will stage 
the $75,000 production, for which 
Julie Harris is also being sought 
for a leading part. 
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pickup—which seems to be more 
than the to-be-expected seasonal 
tilt—is in large measure a reflec- 
tion of general economic condi- 
tions in the country. The statis- 
tical boys in Washington indicate 
by all their figures that things are 
shaping up well in the reaajust- 
ment that necessarily followed the 
war. After the deflationary down- 
trend, biz is climbing again 

The President’s Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers reported on Sat- 
urday (10), for instance, that in- 
dustrial production rose during 
August for the first time since Oc- 
tober, 1948. Council said the in- 
dex of industrial production had 
fully recovered a 4% drop in July 
and was even with June. 

The report followed by two days 
a release from the Census Bureau 
showing civilian employment rose 
to 59,947,000 last month—the 
highest for 1949. That represents 
a reversal of the trend which saw 
July with the highest unemploy- 
ment figure since 1942. 

Postponement and possible set- 
tlement of the steel strike is also 
looked upon as a stabilizing factor 
that will be reflected in amuse- 
ment business Latter hinges 
largely on potential patrons’ sense 
of future financial security. When 
there are unsettling economic fac- 
tors, such as large strikes, a great 
deal of the population zips up the 
grouchbag in anticipation of hard 
times ahead, with amusements 
naturally quick to feel the result. 


Hollywood in High Gear, 
Foreign Looms Brighter 


Hollywood production is in hign 
gear and the foreign § situation 
looms brighter. Prospects for the 
film industry are generally regard- 
ed as good in the season now get- 
ting started. The panic of 1947-48— 
and the relapse suffered last May 
and June—appear to be definitely 
behind, with the road ahead 
straight, even though perhaps 
paved with some pretty rough cob- 
blestones 

Optimism on the distribution- 
exhibition front goes back, of 
course, to that basic of basics—the 
b.o. Grosses have sprung back 
nicely from the late spring-earlv 
summer slide and have shown a 

econstant rise since mid-August. On 
the production § side, the large 
quantity of films now in work is 
providing employment at a rate 
that is giving Hollywoed's guilds 


See Show Biz Nifty 


Continued from page | jae 


and unions no room for a squawk. | 


Profit situation for the majors | 


should be good, particulariy in 
comparison with fiscal 1949, when 
many of the companies were go- 
ing through severe readjustment as 
result of the change 
conditions. High-cost pix are now 
well shaken out of inventories and 
budgets are down to what are con- 











less gloomy than it did when for- 
eign freezes began to hit in 1947. | 

Indie financing from normal 
sources seems about as tough as 
ever to come by, but is starting to 
be supplemented by oil million- 
aires, fruit and vegetable tycoons. | 
exhibs and other outside angles. | 
While this might not be an en- 
tirely healthy situation, it at least 
means that indies are able to go 
back to work and an _ increasing 
number of pix is coming from that 
source. This is considered an im-| 
portant balance wheel in the pro- | 
duction picture 


Radio ‘Panic’ Over; 
TV’s $28,000,000 Payoff 


’ 


Despite the apprehensions of a 
few morths back when there was 
evidence of sponsors running for 
cover, the °49-'50 radio broadcast- 
ing season officially teed off this 
past week on a note of optimism. 
While the four major networks 
have cream time segments for 
sale, the so-called “panic” is over. 
There is e.ery indication that bill- 
ings, while not achieving the peak 
of 1948, will be on the black side 
of the ledgers, with possibility 
that the networks will wind up 
ihe new semesver with their sec 
ond best year in gross time sales. 

Advertisers who during the late 
spring and summer months of un- 
certainty had signified their inten- 
tions of dropping out of nighttime | 
radio have, in most cases, decided 
to string along, convinced that ra- 
dio’s impact as a sales medium is 
still unmatched, despite the as- 
cendancy of television. 

Mest of the bigtime station op- 
erations around the country are 
boasting of sellout business for 
this fall, indicating that spot busi- 
ness—both on a local and national | 
level—will pay off in handsome 
dividends and possibly reach new 
highs. Spot business has always 
been the “life blood” of radio and 
the fact that it’s on the upbeat 
is indicative of the healthy year 
ahead 

As for television, the advertiser 
acceptance has been nothing short 
of phen: menal. Whereas a brief 
two years ago clients were repre- 
sented in the overall TV picture 
to the tune of $1,000,000, by the 


end of this year the advertising 
expenditures will reach $28,000,- 
000. Considering that TV is still 


restricted to one-third of the na- 
tion, that’s unprecedented. NBC 
alone, for example, has 28 national | 
sponsors committed to fall pro- 
gramming. 

While no one ventures a guess 
as to the 1950 billings, videc op- 
erators in key cities report that 
the era of “peak” losses has 


| passed; that they’ll begin to write 


in postwar. 


sidered reasonable levels in light | 


of b.o. prospects. 

Although costs are being viewed 
very somberly in all branches of 
the industry, morale has bounced 
back from the low point of a year 
ago. Those workers who were 
forced to suffer the economy axe 
have already been removed and the 
employees remaining have reason- 
able job security. It is felt that 
that in itself is an important factor 
in guaranteeing a better grade of 
product out of Hollywood. 

While any experienced observer 
will hesitate to make predictions 
regarding specific pictures, general 
run of films coming up does look 
better than that of the past year. 
Columbia's “Jolson Sings Again” 
has already demonstrated its power, 
Metro looks to have real biggie 
in “Battleground,” Paramount has 
a tremendecus potential in “Samson 
and Delilah,” 20th-Fox may have a 
smash in “Pinky” and there are a 
number of other films that should 
be important to the trade in that 
—good, bad or indifferent—they'!1 
give the public something to talk 
about. It has been lack of excite- 
mont among filmgoers from a 
dearth of such pix that has sever- 
ly hurt the industry in the past 
yerr or so. 

While foreign restrictions on 
U. S. pix are still as great as ever, 
recap of the past year shows Amer- 
ican distribs as having had tremen- 
dous ingenuity in shaking loose 
their overseas coin. As Eric John- 
ston pointed out at the Theatre 
Owners of America convention this 
week, foreign take is 38° of do- 
mestic currently, as against only 
35°> before the war. That makes 
the situation seem considerably 


in black ink before many more 
months have elapsed. 


See Legit Production 
Reaching New Low 


Attendance may be relatively 
good on Broadway this fall, but 
production will probably reach an 
unprecedented low, legit managers 
figure. With such _last-season 
smashes as “South Pacific,” “Kiss 
Me, Kate,” “Where’s Charley?,” 
“Death of a Salesman” and the 
holdover “Mister Roberts” setting 
the pace, the continuing shows are 
expected to draw hefty grosses. But 
there are few bright b.o. prospects 
in the slim list of incoming presen- 
tations. 

Beginning in October, the new 
show schedule will become more | 
active. But partly due to a short- 
age of available financing, a record 
low in number of productions for a 
single season is indicated. If these 
incomers include more hits than | 
usual the overall gross for Broad- | 
way may be higher than antici- 
pated. But preliminary signs are 
that the general level of business 
may continue to run below that of 
last season, which was the worst on 
record. 

New season prospects for the 
road are also bleak. Business for a 
few touring hits, notably “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” “High Button Shoes” and 
“Brigadoon,” has been potent. In 
the straight-play field such offer- 
ings as “Mister Roberts’ and 
“Streetcar Named Desire” have 
mopped up, and there are likely 
new entries in “Death of a Sales- 
man” and, in a few more weeks, 
“Detective Story.” 

But there are fewer touring 
shows scheduled this season than 
at any time within memory, so the 
overall picture is not impressive. 
Moreover, the business pattern of 
last season, in which conditions 
deteriorated in the last few months, 


Part Rounded Out 


Miriam Goldina, who plays 
the South American villainess 
in “Diamond Lil,” at the 
Plymouth, N. Y., has been 
padding up for the part since 
the comedy-meller reopened. 

That's at the insistence of 
Mae West, star and authoress, 
who put on some extra weight 
while laying off last spring and 
summer because of a fractured 
ankle. 








‘sie biz 


‘Common Glory’ Has 
Most Successful Season 


Richmond, Va., Sept. 13. 

Paul Green’s symphonic drama, 
“The Common Glory,” winding up 
its third season at Matoaka Amphi- 
theatre, Williamsburg, Va., Sept. 4, 
had the “most successful season” 
of the history of the history of the 
Virginia pageant, officials report. 

Paid admissions during the 10- 
week season ran to approximately 
75,000 with another 4,000 compli 
mentary tickets having gone to 
orphanages, hospitals, disabled vet- 
erans and guests. Financial reports 
have not been completed, but a 
profit on this year’s operation is 
assured, it is reported, since aver- 
age nightly attendance was 1,400, 
and the production can break even 
with an average attendance of 
i,160. 


O’Dwyer to Guest At 
Drama Reporters’ Feed 


Mayor William O’Dwyer; Hugh 
Quinn, chairman of the new city 
council Luilding committee; Rob- 
ert W. Dowling, president of City 
Investing Corp., and Irwin S. 
Chanin, who built several of the 
Broadway theatres, are slated to 
be guests at the next 





ganization of Broadway legit re- 


porters. 
Meeting of the group Monday 
(12) considered the matter of 


drama editors breaking release 
‘ates of publicity announcements. 
deveral recent such breaches by 
Bert McCord, in his daily drama 
column in the N. Y. Herald Trib- 
une, were cited, but it was report- 
ed that McCord had explained that 
his violation of release dates was 
inadvertent, so the matter was 
tabied. 





particularly in the industrial areas, | 


may be even more pronounced dur- 
ing the coming semester. 

So the general picture on the 
road is somewhat similar to that 


1of Broadway. That is, good business 


for a few top hits, but not enough 
shows to go around, and total 
grosses sinking to all-time lows. 


Sheet, Disk Sales 


Continue to Climb 


Sheet musie and record sales 
continue to pick up. Since the 


| first sign of a reawakening sev- 


eral weeks ago, following the deep- 


est seasonal slump since before the | 


war, both phases of the music biz 
have gained sales ground steadily. 

Sharpening of interest has been 
greatly helped by heavy selling 
“lead” tunes. Whenever there are 
really outstanding hits such as 


|“You're Breaking My Heart.” the 


new “That Lucky Old Sun,” one 
of the fastest clicks of recent mu- 
history; “Someday” or 
“Some Enchanted Evening,” biz 
gets a pickup. These are supple- 


/mented by “Room Full of Roses,” 


“Maybe It's Because,” and ‘“Jeal- 
ous Heart.” 

Record and sheet sales on all 
the above go hand in hand. They're 
all hot. 


Vaude, Cafes Show 
Remarkable Upbeat 


The variety field has hit an amaz- 
ing stride lately. Cafes have been 
nabbing some of the highest 
Zrosses of the year since the ad- 
vent of cooler weather. Return of 
vacationers has bolstered metro- 
politan attendance, and general 
feeling is that the increased flow 
of coin will continue at least until 
the Christmas shopping season 
starts. In New York, for example. 
Billy Rose has been attempting to 
get his new minstrel show started, 
but business with the old layout is 
so strong that he’s holding on to 
his current show indefinitely. 

Increase applies to spots that 
have no name shows, as well as 
niteries using expensive talent. 

Vaudeville, of course, is having 
its biggest year since 1935. The 
Palace-type shows are hitting top 
takes wherever shown, and the few 
name packages that are touring 
are similarly in the tall coin. 


luncheon | 
meeting of the Drama Desk, or-| 


HAYES-' HOUSEKEEPING’ 
RECORD 126, W°PORT! 


Westport, Conn., Sept. 13. 

The Playhouse here took in over 
$12,000 last week with Helen Hayes 
| in “Good Housekeeping.” Show 
| played to standing room at each of 
'the eight performances given. The. 
theatre was sold out three weeks | 
_in advance. . , 
| Figure tops the house’s previous 
record of $11,800 taken in earlier 
in the season by Cornel Wilde in | 
| “Western Wind.” 


| Ann Harding’s $5,100 } 
Albany, Sept. 13. 
Ann Harding in “Yes, My Darl- 
ing Daughter” drew over $5,100 
last week and added a week at 
Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass., only $117 under capacity. 
Producer William Miles tried to 
extend season another week but 
couldn't book Helen Hayes in 
“Good Housekeeping.” 














Holman ‘Mistress’ 


Washington, Sept. 13. 

Despite chill September nights 
and a rainout, Libby Holman in 
“O Mistress Mine” added $6,500 to 
the till of Meridian Hill, town’s 
outdoor theatre, bringing down the 
curtain on the venture for the "49 
summer season. 

With its many ups and downs, 
starting with its 1lth hour forma- 
tion late last spring. the Washing- 
ton Theatre Festival, sponsor of 
the theatre, reveals that the orig- 
inal nut of $18,000, ontributed by a 
group of 60 “limited partners,” is 
still on the red side of the ledger. 
But plans are already being for- 
mulated for a 1950 season for the 
rent-free strawhat. 

Take for the 11 shows ran around 
$65,000. 





‘Medium’-‘Telephene’ SRO $9,500 
Olney, Md., Sept. 13. 
Olney theatre's charmed life 
continued last week with Marie 
Powers in “The Medium,” plus the 
curtain-raiser, “The Telephone,” 
doing a near-capacity $9,500. It was 
SRO at virtually every evening 
performance. Take was somewhat 
cut by matinees, when understudy 
substituted for Miss Powers. 
Helen Hayes in “Good House- 
keeping,” current, was sold out 
well before it checked in tonight 
(13), despite an extra Friday mat- 
inee. Over 500 checks had to be 
returned. 





| Westboro’s Long Season 


When the Westboro Red Barn 
, Stock company concludes Oct. 16, | 
| it will move to Lowell to open a} 
winter season at the State two) 
nights later. The Barn claims the | 
longest “summer” season in the 
country. It opened in mid-April, 
and will have played 26 weeks. 
| The Lakeside theatre near Put- 
|mam, Conn., which is in its first 
season, also will operate until mid- 
October. However, it did not open 
until July. 
Mt. Lebanon Folderoo 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 13. 

Poor business resulted in the. 
premature folding of Francis May- 
ville’s strawhat operation at the | 
Washington (high school) audito- 
rium in Mt. Lebanon. Final two 
shows, “Out of Frying Pan” and 
“Hay Fever,” were cancelled al- 
though Mayville still plans to put 
on “Medea” for a few perform- 
ances here before taking it on the 
road. 

He bought the phySical produc- 
tion of the Judith Anderson hit 
and has a long tour mapped for it 
' this season. 


Calgary Plays Ist Show 
In 25 Years, ‘Brig’ 


Calgary, Alberta, Sept. 13. 

Engagement of “Brigadoon” at 
the 1,442-seat Grand theatre here 
last week was the first legit book- 
ing in 25 years for the town. J. B. 
Barron, manager of the Grand, did 
some persuasive talking to bring 
the musical here, and the Herald, 
loca! daily, came through with 
liberal copy and pictorial cover- 
age. However, the $21,400 gross 
for the week may make it tough td 
get any other touring productions 
here. 

Ordinarily, a musical as big as 
“Brigadoon” wouldn't play a full 
week in a town of 100,000, but 
Calgary is 25-30 hours away from 
Vancouver in one direction and 
Winnipeg in the other. Saskatoon, 
only town near enough to share 
a split-week, has only a small- 








capacity theatre, so is impractical. 
Show played eight performances 
here, including Wednesday * and 


Saturday matinees at $3.25 top, 
jand evenings at $4.25. 


| sooner 


Worcester, Sept. 13. | 


‘cedita, 
‘santo chanter, Caridad Hernandez, 


N. Y. Ballet Schedule 


Crowding Up; Only 
Ballet Theatre Not Set 


New York’s ballet calendar for 
the fall is crowding up, with only 
the Ballet Theatre not scheduled to 
show in the city this season. The 
group, however, is lining up an ex- 
tensive tour, with 20 weeks already 
set. Tour will open in Baltimore 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Due to its late booking start, BT 
has had to set some of its dates 
through the United Booking Office 
—about 20% of its bookings, in 
all. While this has been an aid to 
BT, it has also worked the other 
way, the UBO being eager to get 
Ballet Theatre because it doesn’t 
have enough legit shows to fill its 
houses out of town, Ballet Theatre 
aiso has plans for a European tour 
next summer, to include France, 
England, Italy and Scandinavia. 
Group is also booking already for 
next season here. 


The N. Y. scene is likely to be 
hectic, with the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, N. Y. City Ballet, 
Sadler’s Weiis of London, and Ro- 
land Petit’s Ballet de Paris, all 
showing in the fall. Ballet Russe 
will open the season, with a brief 
fall stay at the Met Opera House 
starting Sept. 16. Troupe is in, 
surprisingly, for only two weeks, 
instead of tuc usual thres sor bet 
ter. But with two other treupes 
showing in N. Y. soon after, Ballet 
Russe wants to take to the road 
quickly, and gain the benefit of 
early touring. Troupe, as usual, is 


_ headed by Alexandra Danilova and 


Frederic Franklin. Mia Slavenska 
has been signed as guest artist. 


| Nathalie Krassovska will be the 


only principal ballerina missing. 
The Sadler's Wells, in its first 
visit to America, will open at the 
N. Y. Met Oct. 9, under Sol Hurok’s 
management. It has had an unusu- 
ally large advance sale, and has 
been publicizing its advent for 
months. Now comes word that 
Arthur Lesser and the Shuberts, 
who are importing the Ballet de 
Paris, plan to open the season 
than originally planned, 
bowing it Oct. 6 at some Broadway 
house. This isn’t likely to take the 
edge off the Sadier’s showing, but 
it may affect the Paris troupe's 


| boxoffice. 





“Afro-Cuban Revue’ Set 
To Preem Sept. 18 in S.F. 


Havana, Sept. 13. 
“Afro-Cuban Revue,” sepia musi- 
cal in three acts and 36 numbers, 
by Ernesto Lecuona and Gilberto 
Valdes, which followed “Cabalgata” 
here at the Teatro Marti last year, 
and has since been playing in 
Mexico, Panama, Venezuela and 
elsewhere in the Caribbean, wiil 
fly to San Francisco to open a 
coast-to-coast tour at the Geary, 
Sept. 18, when “Streetcar Named 

Desire” finishes its run there. 
Brigida Rivalta, producer, had 
30 weeks booked in Barcelona and 
Madrid, but balked when Spanish 


-impresarios could not guarantee 


exchange of pesetas into dollars, 
and switched to the U. S. instead. 
United Booking Office, setting the 
dates, included three weeks in San 
Francisco, four weeks at the Biit- 
more, Los Angeles, starting Oct. 10. 
with engagements in Kansas City, 
St. Louis, Chicago, Detroit, Cleve- 
land, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 
Boston and New York to follow. 
A. J. (Jack) Clarke, is company 
manager. 

Featured in the company and 
orchestra of 40, directed by Rene 
Touzet, are Canelina, Havana's 
“number one” rumbera, Oscar 
Lopez, Avro-singer who previously 
won favor at the Mark Hopkins 
and Club Lido in San Francisco, 
Tondelayo, mambo dancer, Con- 
chita Balbon, bolero star of Goar 
Mestre’s radio CMQ, Beba & Kilo- 
wat, creators of “La Mula” dance, 
Isaura Mendoza, pato pasqual 
singer, Anita Arias, rumba: dancer, 
Litico, comedy pantomimist, Mer- 
tambo dancer, Delpino, 


lavandera dancer, Olga Socarras, 


jungle terper, and the celebrated 


“Las Mulatas de Fuego” (fiery 
mulatas), octet of Havana’s ace 
dancers who will introduce the 
mambo, atomo, trompetas, gelen- 
gue, maraquero, batala and other 
new dances for the first time in 
America. “Las Mulatas de Fuego” 
recently did “Salom Mexico,” pro- 
duced by Clasa Films, and “Escuela 
de Modelos,” native Cuban pic. 
Entire troupe is joining AGVA, 
by arrangement with Irving Mazzei 


| of the Hollywood office. 
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(Sept. 12-24) 
“Afro-Cuban Revue” — Geary, 
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The following are the comparative figures, based on VanieTy’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 15th week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 
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Equity has declined to modify its 
alien rule, as asked by British 
Equity. As a result, British Equity 


Evans, at the 
bertville, N. J. 
the show 


Music Circus, Lam- 
was forced out of 
last week because of a 


| Frisco (19-24). 

| “Blackstone” — Davidson, Mil- 
waukee (12-17): Music Hall, K. C. 

| (19-22); KRNT theatre, Des Moines 


“Kiss Me, Kate” 


12-17); 


Curran, Frisco 
Shubert, Chi. (22-24) 


Blackouts’ $26,800 First 8 Times, 














| (Wed.) is Bobby Clark in “As the 
Girls Go,” at the Broadway. Last 


‘Smoke Sturdy 


aaa . * ; " week's single closing was “A Night 
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edition of “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes” can go into production 
with its required $200,000 bankroll 
Theatre, Inc., has been de-acti- 
vated as a legit producing firm. 
Chester Morris will have the 
Ralph Bellamy part in the Chicago 


Ann Dvorak in “People Like Us.” 

Pressagent Harvey Sabinson 
an any-minute-now father . ' 
Bill Doll, pressagent for “Diamond 
Lil” and Ken Murray's “Black- 
outs,”’ has exited as Michael Todd’s 
p.a., so Max Gendel will drumbeat 
“As the Girls Go,” the forthcom- 


Break Thru.” is weak at El Capi- 
tan. “Sugar Hill,” all-colored revue 
at the Las Palmas, has been held 
over for another week due to okay 
biz. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Carmen Jones,” Greek theatre 


first eight performances, 
Sunday night (1) 
over $26,800. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (188th 
wk) ‘C-940; $2.40). Rose a bit 
with the general trend; $6,800. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 


through 
registered 


But the Truth” for its ninth and 
last week. World preem of “House 
in the Seas,” at Eighth Street the- 
atre, will be a benefit performance, 
Sept. 15-16, at same time showcas- 
ing for possible angels interested 
in a New York opening 


company of “Detective Story” ing “Two a Day” and other Todd (‘!st wk) (4,400; $3.60). Mild $41,- Estimates for Last Week (31st wk) 'D-919; $4.80). One of 
“Anne of the Thousands Days” projects Maurice Turet has °0° “Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger (53d the three shows that has no room 
cleses Oct. 8 at the Shubert, N. Y., succeeded Gendel as advance man “High Button Shoes,” Philhar- week) (1,334; $4.33). Near-capacity for improvement, getting — the 


with “Lend an Ear” probably mov- 
ing from the Broadhurst, N. Y.. to 


for the touring ‘‘Finian’s Rainbow,” 
with Samuel J. Friedman continu- 





monic Aud. (4th wk) (2,670; $4.80). 
Just topping $33,800. Low for L. A. 


standee limit at all performances; 
$24,100 


$27 400. 


“Summer and Smoke,” Harris 


o°7 oh “ » néier . _" (95 
replace it. pending the arrival Nov. ing as general press rep for pro- Civic Light Opera attractions. (Ist week) (1.000; $3.71). Theatre _" wy ~ 1 * =e . 
2 of the Lunts in “I Know My ducer Lee Sabinson. Closed Saturday night (10). Guild subscription held it to over = adn ode. - Spurted to 
Love.” Following “Ear” at the —— “Sugar Hill,”,Las Palmas (9th $17,800. > d Lil” Pl th (ist 
Broadhurst will be the George , ’ wk) (388: $3.60). Good $5.500 a _ 7 y= - : = a 
Abbott revue. “Touch and Go” SALESMAN SELLOUT he Ki , ra, ‘KATE’ SELLOUT IN pg 


The Assn. of Theatre Benefit 
Agents has asked to be represented 
on Mayor O’Dwyer’s 


committee | 


$28,800 IN DETROIT 


“The Kids Break Thru,” El] Cap- 
itan (2d wk) (1,142; $2.40). 
poor $7,500. 


Very 





drama, starring herself, presented 
by Albert H. Rosen and Herbert 


F RISCO AT $42,000 J. Freezer, opened Wednesday 


studying the Broadway theatre Detroit, Se night (7); last season's brief run 
~ “ui ” » & pt. 13. | . "yy *j be se as a iy led h 4 i} 4 t 
Backers of “Kiss Me, Kate” re- — ti , San Francisco, Sept. 13. was_ curtailed when the actress 
ceived another $50,000 dividend a Cass aa, — ook Balto Color Ban Back; “Kiss Me, Kate,” Civic Light broke her ankle; few formal re- 
last week, bringing the total prof- > 28°: B&W carpets. a redecorate Opera production featuring Anne views, but good press reaction; 


its on the investment to $200,000° 


lobby and a standblasting job on 
the exterior, opened the season iast 


Kay Francis-‘Gay’ 5G 


Jeffreys, Keith Andes, Julie Wilson first five performance got $15,500. 


so far. : : } Baltimore, Sept. 13. and Marc Platt, moves on Saturday “Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 

Additional members of Drama week with a $26,800 sellout for The Maryland put on a color ban (17) after a capacity six-stanza run (42d wk) (CD-366; $4.80). Comedy 
Desk, organization of Broadway | Death of a Salesman.” Gross was jast week with Kay Francis in “Let at the 1,775-seat| Curran. Fifth moves Monday night (19) to the 
legit reporters, include Mark Bar- "ld to that figure because play Us Be Gay,” drawing somewhat week did sellout $42,000. Beck theatre, where the larger 
ron ‘Associated Press), James YW OP the Guild subscription list petter than Miriam Hopkins in “High Button Shoes,” finale of Capacity (1,214 seats) may help on 
Barstow, Jr. (‘Herald Tribune), {rst week. Top is $4.20 for the 1- “The Heiress” the previous week season's Civic Light operas, opens weekends; upped last week to 
John Chapman (News), Robert 482-seat house. The second week with all segregation barriers down. at the Curran Sept. 19, with Eddie $10,900. 


Coleman (Mirror), Rube Dorin 
‘Morning Telegraph), Robert Fran- 


emme part, in Brock Pemberton’s 
roduction of “The Time Is Yes.” 
he producer will probably direct 
ep land Hayward plans a fall 
roduction of the new Garson 
anin play, “The Rat Race.” And 


cis (Billboard), Don Godfrey ‘Show ae , “Streetcar Named Desire” con- ¢Xtra performances over the Labor 
Business), William Hawkins (World- The Cass hasn't lined up a re- In-and-out policy of house On ¢iydes its eight-week stay at the Day weekend, the skating spectacle 
Telegram), Ward Morehouse (Sun), placement for “Salesman.” Neither the racial problem since its switch 1550-seat Geary Saturday. Show. Played 11 times last week, getting 
Lee Posner (Journal of Commerce), has the Shubert-Lafayette found a from burlesque to indie legit book- Wit) Judith Evelyn and Ralph $50,000. 
Tom Prideaux (Mayfair), Robert play to succeed “Diamond Lil,” ings has created only slight local yooye, slipped a bit, getting about “Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (37th ‘Fi 
Wahis (News), Tom Wenning which opened its season two weeks reaction, with no effect on bo. 17 909 for a fair seventh week wk) (M-1,654; $6). Another solid W 
(Newsweek) and John Wilson. ago with a hot $32,500. one way or another. Current re- “Afco-Cuban Revue” preems at Capacity runner; $47,200 again. q 
Don Castlé making his Broad- eoetieds Saitewes —_ by 4 the Geary Sept 18 show sup- “Lend An _ Ear.” Broadhurst } 
> , >» t “ : ” q > . ‘ I > g ‘ > * .- ° ° - , . 6 r * os). . mo | 
) A ty oR tries Booth wn; Busch Back from London ify the “Heiress” engagement Posedly patterned after recently {39th wk) RI 160; $6). Speeded up . 
lay a daffy actress, the leading . Robert Busch, who with Harold was very sparse and promised sup- Successful “Cabalgata,” moves in’ eo, oo, ‘ f| 
4 
Al 


also is a sellout. It moves to Chi- 
cago, after leaving Detroit, for an 
extended run. 





Stone plans to produce a British 
comedy, “Lace on Her Petticoat,” 
on Broadway, flew back to N. Y. 
Saturday (10) after a 10-day Lon- 
don visit. 

London trip was to set up deal 


Consistently building business 
reached an all right $5,000 at a top 
of $2.50. 


port from interested groups did 
not materialize. 

House is being picketed for this | 
week's attraction. “The Glass Men- | 
agerie,” siarring Helen McKellar. | 


} 
| 


“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 


Foy, Jr., in starri spot. Show has 
OF. 28» IB SAFTINE EPOX. HHOW NSF | ter (16th wk) (R-2,064; $8.68). With 


$4.80 top. 


from Cuba and is set to play to a 
$3 top. 


Finian’ 196, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 13. 


“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Royale 
(28th wk) (CD-1,035; $4.80). A 
mounted a few steps to abou 
| $18,006. 
| “Miss Li_. ety,” Imperial ( 
wk) (M-1,400; $6.60). Improv 





since Joshua Logan doesn't intend with en English producer for a Dewling Still Resting Legit season at Nixon teed off again to $42,500. 
> do his “Wisteria Trees” adapta- tryout of the play in the British | Houston, Sept. 13. me 1 —. ys “Mister Roberts,” Alvin (82d 
ion of the Cherry Tree right provinces, to save tryout expenses, Actor-producer Eddie Dowling nian s ainbo K £ wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Has bee 


away, Hayward may also be asso- 


then to ship the entire production 





continues te recuperate after a 


about $19.000 at $3.50 top. It came getting virtual capacity in recen' 
4.500 


Ward's Barat presentation: | Hay- to the U.S. Deal is still pending. serious operation. He was hos- cease Vietualiy, hall ef the qoams| Cian tt tee Eeeetuee cath 
the British hit, “Daphne Laureola,” | pitalized recently after arriving turned up final three performances. wk) (R-1,900; $3.60). Closed Satur- 


isn't slated until a year hence. 
«n%4¥ Gorney, who did score for 
Touch and Go,” starting his course 
nm musical playwriting at N. Y.'s 
Dramatic Workshop for secohd 
fear ...Donn Arden and Ron 
etcher recruiting dancers and 


MARY SHEA BACK IN N. Y. 


Mary Jane Shea, first American- 
vorn dancer to direct a French bal- 
let company. returned to N. Y. last 
week after three years in Europe. 
She went to Paris in 1946 as a bal- 
lerina with George Balanchine, 


here to head the Houston Players, 
Inc. 

His illness stems from an old 
stomach ailment. 


Take was particularly drab in day night (10) after 76 
face of smash biz “Finian” had formances; $22,600 for the finale. 
done here during fortnight stay “South Pacific,” Majestic (23d 
last winter, But it’s the same oid | wk) (M-1,659; $6). Always the ab- 
story in Pittsburgh; a show never solute limit at all shows: $50,600. 
picks up the original momentum “Streetcar Named Desire.” Bar- 
on a return. |rymore (93d wk) (D-920; $4.80), 


Singers for a revue to tour N. Y. .. dan —— “Double Bill”—Maurice Evans. . Nixon is currently dark, reopen- Business has improved the last 
boites and hotels. ~ y Ban peony 5 al = “Goodbye My mee pote __ ing Monday (19) with “Mister Rob- several weeks; $1 500. _ 
Claudia Cassidy, legit and music = of directing the Paris Munici- Michael Kanin-Aldrich & Myers. erts,” which piays three weeks. Where's Charley?” St. James ~ 
ertic of the Chicago Tribune, ar- ot ,  Chatelet ballet c “Hasty Heart” (road) — Theatre After that, house hasn't a thing (48th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Ray ©) 
rived in New York by plane Sat- P4! Theatre de Chatelet ballet com- ¢,i14 Minnesota Univ. definitely set. Bolger is proving a sturdy b.o, 


wey (10) from Ireland with her 
usband, William Crawford. Cou- 
ple summered in Europe, seeing 


shows in London, Dublin. Rome. 
and Edinburgh and attending con- | 


certs in Salzburg. They planed 
to Chicago that night, after catch- 
South Pacific” and “Miss 
pared . . . Elliot Norton, legit 

tic of the Boston Post, in town 


pany. 
She plans to stage and produce 
ballet for television here. 





. Buffalo Troupe Sets Moliere 
Buffaie, Sept. 13. 
New little Buffalo Arena theatre 
will feature the Circle Players in 
Moliere’s “Doctor in Spite of Him- 
self,’ beginning Sept. 28. 


“Innocents”—Aldrich & Myers. 

“Julius Caesar’-“Taming of the 
Shrew”— Margaret Webster 

“Life With Mother” ‘road)—Os- 
ear Serlin 

“Montserratt” — Gilbert Miller- 
Kermit Bloomgarden. 

“Regina”’—Chery! Crawford 

“Touch and Go"—George Abbott. 


' “Twelfth Night’”—Roger Stevens. ' 


draw: continuing capacity at 


Swarthout’s 10G Benefit , 974°. 
Buck Hill Falls, Pa.. Sept. 13. | 
The Gladys Swarthout concert | 


held at Buck Hill Falls Inn here! ‘The Houston Civic Theatre will 

last week (3), for benefit of the present “Aladdin” fer three pere 

Monroe County Hospital, raised formances Oct. 7-8 at the Musie 

slightly over $10,000 for the hosp. . Hall as the group’s first play of the 
Richard Crooks staged the event. season. 








Houston's ‘Aladdin’ 
Houston, Sept. 13. 
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Strawhat Reviews 


qome Back, Little Sheba 


Westport, Conn., Sept. 12. 

Theatre Guild production of drama in 
three acts (six scenes) by William Inge 
Stars Shirley Booth, Sidney Blackmer 
features Cloris Leachman Staged by 
Daniel Mann; production supervised by 
Lawrence Langner and Theresa Heiburn, 
associate producer, Phyllis Anderson; set 
ting and lichting, Edward T. Cooper. At 


Westport Country Playhouse, Westport, 
Conn., Sept. 12, 49; $3.60 top 

‘oc Sidney Blackmer 
Marie Cloris Leachman 
Ola Shirley Booth 
Turk Lonny Chapman 
Postman Daniel A. Reed 
Mrs. Coffman Olga Fabian 
Milkman John Randoiph 
Western Union Boy Chilton Rvyan 
Bruce John Larson 
Ed Anderson Wilson Brook 


Elmo Huston Charles Hart 
The season's button-uppe! at 
Westport goes into the book as the 
likeliest of the Broadway prospects 
first-timed this season in this play 
barn. Lifted by brilliant lead per- 
formances ‘Come Back Little 
Sheba.” a drama of domestic trus- 
tration by William. Inge, theatre 
editor of the St. Louis Star-Times 
should pay off for the Theatre 
Guild with the necessary re-do 
The what-it-takes is definitely 
present The action mounts to a 
climax and has some wham acting 
generating plenty of excitement 
It is in the construction, particu 
larly in the loose third act. that the 


work must be done Whatever 
coneern the attender may have 
about tie play turning out to be a 
tract on Alcoholics Anonymous and 
the wages of drink is effectively 
resolved in a scene of tremendous 
impact Problem is, what to do 


after the fireworks? 

Shirley Booth and Sidney Black- 
mer are both right for the Guild's 
Manhattan production. Established 
as a comedienne, Miss Booth neatly 
fuses the extrovert and the suffer- 
ing woman, the gal whom a gentle- 
man married because it was the 
decent thing to do. She is uniquely 
suited to the light monologue 
which runs through most of the 
first act and is profoundly affect- 
ing in the last act, when she dis- 
covers her man has again gone to 
pot 

Blackmer’s change from the 
quiet AA who has kept dry almost 
a vear. to the violent ax-wielder 
who explodes all the disgust he 
has pent up during the years of 
his marriage. provides the vet ac- 


tor with a challenge of whi.h he 
takes complete advantage The 
part has a terrific emotional and 


physical wallop, and is, of course, 
a show-stopper. 

The galvanizing factor in the 
domestic plot is a pretty art stu- 
dent whose attraction to a wolfing 
athlete arouses the jealousy of 
Blackmer, in whose house she 
rooms. The arrival of the girl's 
fiance from Cincinnati and their 
hurried marriage after she has 
over-nighted with the javelin- 
hurler are awkwardly composed. 
Just how the athlete took the run- 
out is not told. 

Cloris Leachman socks over as 
the girl. Lenny Chapman has the 
hysique for the sports star, but 
e handled his lines stiffly at this 
catching. The other characters are 
minor 

Utilizing a remarkable set 


by 




















An outstonding example of one of 
the most famous sports cars in the 
world... 


ALFA ROMEO 
1750 C.C. SUPERCHARGED 
Zagato Body * Disappearing Top 








Entire Car in New Condition 


Price $6,500 


rREREY 


145 W. Sith St., N.V.C.  Clrele 37-5320 

















FOR SALE 
Immediately available approxi- 
mately 2,000 fully upholstered, 


spring cushion, padded back Thea- 
tre Chairs—in excellent condition. 
Also back stage equipment con- 
sisting of drapes, curtains, pul- 
leys, etc. Must move becouse of 
ouiiding changes. 

CONTACT 


L. N. Kloppman 
H. J. HEINZ CO. 


P. 0. Box 3, 
Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 











Edward T. Cooper, Daniel Mann's 
staging achieves an abundance of 
movement. There are no less than 
six exits, two interiors (kitchen 
and living room), and front and 
back porches, a real feat within 


the limitations of the Westport 
Playhouse: 
The title refers to a lost dog, 


which represents the elusive factor 
in the lives of the lead couple and 
which they ultimately learn to live 


without Elem 
rammy 
Duxbury, Mass., Sept. 9 

Duxbur Playhouse production of drama 
with music by Cid Ricketts Sumner trom 
her novel Tammy Out of Time Musi 
und ivrics by Albert Moritz staged by 
Moritz; sets b Ariel Ballif; dances by Pat 
Birch At Duxbury Playhouse. Duabury 
Mass.. beginning Aug. 29, $1.80 top 
Grandpa Bill Molikin 
Tamms Anne Shaw 
Pete Frederick Congdon 
Barbara Roberta Cutler 
Ernie Patrick Welch 
Steve Bill Houston 
Osia Claudia McNeil 
Mrs. Brent Heien Livingston 
Prof. Brent Kenneth Brooks 
Aunt Renie Joan Field 
Roots Thomas Bulu 
Mrs. Bissell William Smeaton 
Fernan Frederick Gwynne 

Although this play with music 
wouldn't have a chance in any 
other league without a drastic re- 
write, it Is a very superior seer- 


sucker offering notable for turning 
up a couple of talented youngsters 
who bear watching. These are Al- 
bert Moritz, who staged the play 
and composed music and lyrics for 
it, and Anne Shaw, a newcomer 
whose ability and quality project 
instantly across to the audience 
There’s plenty of promise in both. 

There isn't so much promise in 


the piay, which ranges from sen- 
timental nonsense to social sig- 
nificance propped up along the 
way by a vast collectien of plot 
chestnuts. Story focuses on Tam- 
my, a Mississippi river girl in- 


credibly pure in heart. She fishes 
a downed air pilot from the river, 
and when her preaching grand- 
paw goes to jail for moonshining. 
Tammy goes to stay with the pilot’s 
plantation folks Despite’ the 
mother’s snootiness and the boy's 
preoccupation with a society gal, 
Tammy wins out 

The moments of charm develop 
entirely as a result of Moritz’s 
music and staging and Miss Shaw's 
acting in the title role. Some of 
Moritz’s songs, ““‘We Remember the 
Day” and “I Remember,” for ex- 
ample, are plenty listenable, while 
one called “Enchanted Lullaby,” 
put over in a sock performance by 
Claudia McNeil, a colored singer, 
is big stuff. The staging, mean- 
time, brings in musical and dance 


interludes that indicate a lot of 
creative imagination. Both as 
director and songwriter, Moritz 


seems a comer, 


Miss Shaw, who is attractive. 
scores throughout as Tammy. The 
role calls for ingenuousness but 
she never overdoes it, giving the 
character ample credibility. The 
supporting cast is generally okay, 
too, with particularly nice assists 
by Frederick Gwynne and Joan 
Field. 

A single piano supplies the ac- 
companiment for the singers and 
dancers who, for a silo group, are 
better at it than most resident 
companies. The show was held a 
second week and. when caught dur- 
ing the second week, it had a big 
house. Elie. 





Let's Take Stock 


Jennerstown, Pa., Sept. 7. 
Mountain Playhouse production of mu- 
sical by William Wheeling and Russ 
Ames, in two acts (6 scenes). Directed by 
James MacAllen. Dances by Rudy Rich- 
ards; sets. Mesrop Kesdekian. At Moun- 


tain Playhouse, Jennerstown, Pa., Aug. 29- | 


Sept. 5, °49. { 
Sere Elizabeth Parrish 
DS a a a’ nih eas Frank Reynolds 
Pete Peter Milazzo 
i + iteee-ee6 Barbara Cloud 


Bob Pate mea ”” ‘Robert Purinton 


Sal . Sallie Watson Anderson 
Mrs. Blake ian -~ Louis Tanno 
Chuckie Charlies Sciotto 
Donald Crawford Bruce Hall 

ave Winslow Kaye Lyder 
Jack Robert Hooker 
Chery! Brown Edith Bell 
ii a ys ea RRR Rudy Richards 
Cairo Windham... Charles Cooper 


Cynara St. John és Norma DePaolis 
Alabama St. John . Charles H. Schultz 

Girls and Boys: Connie Paulakos, Patri- 
cia Bellak, Mary Ann Kusch. Patricia 
Hefflet. Rernadette Shleehan. Sonia Wa! 
ters, James Smalley, Jack Strobel, Fulton 
Connor. Jr 


William Wheeling and Russ 
Ames are a couple of Harvard stu- 
dents who are going to be heard 
from one day. Their first crack at 

———— 








— aso. 
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Academy of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 


BRCOADLEA HNHALL, 
Chartered by the Regents tic SCHOOL 


hoarding school for girls im an Ideal country setting 


Conducted by THE “SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC OF BLAUVELT 


rectress— 


GOSHEN, WN. Y. 


Phone: Goshen 476 








| 
putting together a musical will 
hardly land them on Broadway, 
for “Let's Take Stock” doesn’t have 
it, but the boys doubtlessly have 
something on the ball. 

Wheeling, who wrote the book 
and lyries himself, and the music 
with Ames (they provide the ac- 
companiment at two pianos), got 
the idea for “Let's Take Stock 
while serving as an apprentice at 
the Mountain Piayhouse a year ago, 
and it’s all about the trials and 
tribulations of a strawhat troupe 
that’s getting the heave from the 
owner of the village film house and 
the sheriff that’s in his corner. A 
widow in the town with dough puts 
up the cash providing they do her 
son's play and let her act the lead 

Story line fumbles but there are 
some first-rate offshots. A lampoon 
of Tennessee Williams, satirizing a 
combination of “Glass Menagerie” 
and “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
which is the play within the play, 
could come right out and go into 
any Broadway revue. So could a 
couple of comedy numbers, “Kis- 
met,” a takeoff on the East Indian 
stuff with clever lyrics, and “When 
You and I Grew * * which follows 
the present-day frend in nostalgia 


for the '20s, with a touch of both 
“Billion Dollar Baby” and “The 
Gladiola Girl” from “Lend An 
Ear.’ “Under Cover” is a pleasant 
ballad with a nice melody, and 
“The First Night” is a comic pleas- 
antry relating the rigors of a 
preem 

Wheeling’s lyrics have a spark 


most of the time. but too much of 
the music is ordinary and reminis- 
cent First act of “Let's Take 
Stock” drags, and most of the good 
numbers are crammed into the 
second. Show gets a crackling per- 
formance from Norma DePaolis, as 
the widow with legit ambitions, and 
as her son, a budding horn-rimmed 
genius. Charles H. Schuitz scores, 
too. Able support by Bruce Hall, 
Kave Lyder, Edith Bell. a first-rate 
comedienne. and Charles Cooper, 
with Rudy Richards clicking in a 
couple of dance numbers. Cohen. 


Miranda 
Pawling, N. Y., Aug. 30 


Starlight Theatre production of comedy 
in three acts by Peter Blackmore 
Staged by Isobel Rose Jones: setting. Rus- 
sell Wilcox and Helen Christian. At Pawl- 


ing. N. Y., Aug. 30, °49 

Betty Annarose Tronco 
Isobel Marcia Peden 
Lady Martin Lujah Fonnesbeck 


Siw Paul Martin 
Charles , 
Miranda 

Nurse Cary 
Nigel Hood 


Tony Dowling 
William Weyse 
Dorothy Harrington 
Helen Christian 
Cricket Skilling 

Modest applause greeted the 
American premiere of Peter Black- 
more’s English comedy, but one 
had the feeling it was intended 
more for the efforts of the Isobel 
Rose Jones company than the play. 
It hardly has a future in America. 

Blackmore's heroine is a mer- 
maid. The theme is hardly a new 
one, and in the case ofeMiranda” 
it is only mildly amusing. By the | 
end of the first act the audience 
and three members of the cast— 
including Miranda—-know her se- 
cret. But not until two acts later. 
does any of the other characters 
solve the mystery of Miranda's 
strange behavior. 

Dorothy Harrington does an ade- 
quate job in the title role. Tony 
Dowling likewise does satisfactor- 
‘ily as Sir Paul Martin, a physician | 
who brings Miranda to the Chel- 
sea flat which he shares with his 
wife. 

William Weyse plays the butler 
convincingly, and Annarese Tronco 
makes a splendid maid. Marcia 
Peden is adequate as Isobel, Ni- 
gel's fiancee. 

“Miranda” has some pretty good 
dialog, and under Miss Jones’ able 
direction the Starlight company 
makes the most of it. But after 
a slow start first act, the comedy 
never really gets into high gear. 


Too Much Johnson 
Baltimore, Aug. 31. 


Don Swann production of musical in 
three acts. Book adapted by George 
Schaeffer from play by William Gillette; 


music and lyrics. G. Wood; staged by 
Schaeffer; sets, Taylor-Sullivan; dances, 
Alice Sobe 


Cast: Archie Lang, Cliff Cothren, Doug- 
las Henderson. Frances Schleider, Dean 
Whitmore, Robinsen Stone, June Prud’- 
homme, Olive Blakeney, David Post, Mar- 
tine Bartlett, O. Tolbert-Hewitt, Lou Raso, 
Bruce Jewell. At Hilltop theatre, Balti- 
more, Aug. 30, "49. 


Second attempt of the season at. 
an original musical is drawing 
some trade and is demonstrating 
the versatility of Don Swann’s resi- 
dent troupe. Latter has essayed 18 
plays to date with no visiting names 
to bolster it into profitable trade. 


Current production has a fullsome showed talent 


| 
law-baited sharpie who manages to 
stay one step ahead of trouble 


through the invention of a string of 
bogus doubles. ‘ 
Rounding out the libretto is a 


lilting score by G. Wood, who comes | 


through with the lyrics as well, 
and there are some tuneful high- 
lights here and there. 

There's a good performance by 
Robinson Stone, as Billings, the 
philanderer from Yonkers (that 
used to be good for a laugh), and 
Douglas Henderson, Cliff Cothren, 
June Prud’homme, Olive Blakeney 
and O. Tolbert-Hewitt get the most 
out of the singing and acting chores 
allotted to them. 

It's a good try 
summer stuff, but 
moment. 


refreshing 
the 


and 
na more at 
Bu ri 


Roman Holiday 
Pompton Lakes, N.J.. Aug. 30 


Pompton Lakes Playhouse production 
of musical comedy in two acts (six scenes 
Music, Marcel Dumas; lyrics, Greg Kayne 
book, Peter Xantho. Staged by Xantho 
settings, Kayne; musical director, Harold 
Glick; pianists. Al Barr. Raymond Tar 
rantino; arrangements. Allan Small Al 
Pompton Lakes Playhouse 


Head Usher 


Naomi Riseman 


Mable Irene Taylor 
Harry Blackie Wvyrowstek 
Ticket Buyer Pat Marland 
20p Gus Lambiase 
Bella Catherine Barber 
Alice Cobina Hadzi 
Susan . Mary Tallas 
Eddy Peter McNulty 
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Naomi Riseman 


Chorus: Jo Deodato. Gail 
Millen, 
Marilyn 


Judy 


Cassie 
Boss. 
Mirsky 


Esther 
land, 
Doering, 


Friendly vacationists in this 
north Jersey lake area may be in- 
clined to overlook the faults of the 
Pompton Lakes Playhouse’s new 
musical comedy, “Roman Holiday.” 
On the other hand more @discrimi- 
nating Broadway audiences would 


give short shrift to this leosely 
written, loosely performed work. 
It’s difficult to see how “Holi- 


day” could be whipped into shape 
without a major rewrite of every 
phase of its overall structure. With 
the except.on of one or two num- 
bers, the music is fairly ordinary 
while the lyrics are on a similar 
plane. Weak book “satirizes” a 
theatre’s backstage happenings. 
Perhaps best of the musical se- 
quences, although far from big 
league calibre, is “What Are the 
Things I Need?” winsomely war- 
bled by Mary § Tallas. Peter 
McNulty, as a stage manager, list- 
lessly reads his lines, but is much 
better in handling several terp bits. 
Withal, the general impact of 
“Holiday” might have been better 
had the cast been better re- 
hearsed. Barn-like auditorium of 
the local highschoo! is of no help. 
and the two-piano accompaniment, 


although competent, is hardly a. 


substitute for an orchestra. 


This production is a prime ex- | 


ample of the technical problems 
facing a strawhat operator who at- 
tempts a musical with a limited 
budget and limited facilities. Gilb. 


Off-B’way Show 


Came the Dawn 

Sub-titled “A Fairy Tale for 
Adults,” this musical is burlesque 
of “Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs.” Produced by the Laugh- 
ing Stock Co., for four perform- 
ances beginning Thursday (8) at 
the Master Institute, N. Y., the 
show ran three hours when caught. 
Even with tightening it would be 
risky for Broadway. 

Idea is good, but there’s not 
enough worthy material to hold it 
together. Outstanding virtue is in 
the words and music department, 
which are above par for an off- 
Broadway offering. Robert Alan 
Bernstein and Seth Rubinstein 
have written some catchy lyrics, 
while Richard Hyman did _ the 
tunes, played by two pianos. 

Performances were offered in a 
tongue-in-cheek manner, with the 
cast playing along with the story 
of a washed-up prima-donna who 
tries to disfigure her talented and 
beautiful daughter. Lynne Mark. 
as the prima-donna, gave an inter- 
esting performance, handling her- 
self with assurance. Elaine Ileen. 
as the daughter, did some good vo- 
caling, but Bernard Bogin’s por- 
trayal of a critic was average. 
Minus the French accent, Kathrin 
Day would have been a better 
maid, but nevertheless she also 
as a songstress. 














book, many musical numbers, en- Joseph Alston was believable as 
sembles and a wide change of sets, the butler. 


and it runs smoothly despite lim-| 


ited facilities and time. , be 


Director George Schaeffer, 


Direction, a difficult assignment 
cause of an exceptionally large 


a cast in comparison to the small 
glutton for punishment, has adapt- stage, 
ed this one from the antique by Bernstein. 
William Gillette, and has managed were 


was handled capably by 
Edwin Wittstein’s sets 


appfopriate and colorful, | 


to get some semblance of playable lighting by Peter Leavy and Rich-| 
dialog and situations out of the ard Shull also being worthy of 


creaking original. It’s the one about mention. 


the philandering and mother-in- did a good job at the pianos. 


Hyman and Rubinstein haa pho d 
an 





Legit Follow-Ups 


Diamond Lil 
(PLYMOOCTH, N. Y.) 

The incredible Mae West, in the 
preposterous “Diamond Lil” is still 
hilarious entertainment. Back on 
Broadway, the revival is apparently 
set to resume the b.o. mop-up it 
was starting last February, when 
the star’s broken ankle closed the 
show. Because of the expenses in- 
volved in that closing the invest- 
ment is now more than the original 











$36,000, but still should be re- 
couped before long. 

Except for minor cast changes, 
“Lil” is the same as last winte: 
That is, it’s still primarily Miss 
West burlesquing a floozie 


fatale amid the pulp-mag sin and 


sex of a Bowery dive in the gas- 
light era. Although nobody could 
take either the play or the star's 
performance seriously, the com- 
bination progresses from mildly 
amusing to convulsing. And Miss 
West's song spot just before the 


final curtain wows the house. 

No one else in the cast is partic- 
ularly important. Richard Coogan 
is still almost believable in the im- 
possible part of the Salvation Army 
worker, while Walter Petrie is ef- 
fective as Lil’s favored admirer of 
the moment. Of the others, Steve 
Cochran, Miriam Goldina, Charles 
G. Martin and Shei.» Trent are as 
plausible as circumstances permit. 

“Diamond Lil” is a legit freak 
and, as such, should coin a satisfac 
tory profit. It'll be a natural for 
the road afier the Broadway run 

Hobe. 


Born Yesterday 
(HENRY MILLER, N. Y.) 

“Born Yesterday” kas under- 
gone a number of cast changes 
since its opening in 1946, but it 
still remains a very funny show. 
Garson Kanin’s dialog is as bright 
and witty today as three years 
ago, and the story of the mil- 
lionaire junkman and his dumb 
girlfriend in Washington retains 
its flavor. Current leading team of 
Jesse White and Joan Morgan suc- 
ceeds in milking continuous 
laughter from the audience. White 
doesn’t dominate the stage as Paul 
Douglas did, but fills the bill am- 
ply. Miss Morgan is patterned too 
much on Judy Holliday’s portray- 
al. But on the whole, both per- 
form with credibility and under- 
standing, though _ occasionally 
overstraining. 

Scott McKay, as the newspaper- 
man, and Howard St. John. as the 
corrupt lawyer, also do creditable 
jobs. 


Summer and Smoke 
(HARRIS, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Sept. 13. 

Tennessee Williams’ analysis of 
an irreconcilable love cloaked in 
Freudian overtones was unveiled 
here in its original form, as first 
presented by Margo Jones at her 
| Dallas theatre, '47. The rewriting, 
alterations and prolog that accom- 
—- the production during its 

roadway run have been deleted. 
largely due to Miss Jones’ insist- 
ence, and an engrossing bit of the- 
atre results. 

Jo Mielziner’s brilliant set re- 
mains intact, Paul Bowles’ back- 
ground music is out, but the play 
itself seems to hold the audience 
throughout, primarily due to the 
excellent performance of Katherine 
Balfour. 

Miss Balfour, as Alma Wine- 
miller, frustrated, old-maidish min- 
ister’s daughter who loves her 
lifetime neighbor, Dr. John 
Buchanan, Jr., a handsome, hedo- 
nistic chap, fulfills her role with 
great understanding. Through Miss 
Balfour, the warm and yearning 
Alma shines through the encase- 
ment of her inhibitions, suppres- 
sions and physical unattractiveness. 
sharply etching the conflicts that 
give rise to her neuroses. Reunited 
again with Tod Andrews, as in the 
Dallas production, Miss Balfour's 
almost plain appearance in contrast 
to Andrews’ attractiveness lends a 
note of reality to the young doctor's 
lack of love interest in Alma. 

Andfews still plays Dr. John 
capably, as during his New York 
appearance, with Marga Ann 
Deighton superbly characterizing 
the wacky wife of the minister. 
Rest of cast, Betty Greene Littie as 
the catty neighbor, Raymond Van 
Sickle as the minister, Monica 
Boyar as the Mexican siren, Earl 
Montgomery as Roger, all turn in 
| topnotch jobs. Peggy McCay as the 
gal who wins the doctor's heart, is 
/an effective newcomer to the com- 
/pany, as are Jack Warden, the 
|salesman; Manuel Aparicio, as 
Papa Gonzales, arsi Geoffrey Lumb, 
as Dr. Buchanan, Sr. 

Aside from unevenness remain- 


ing in the playwriting itself, “Sum- 
mer and Smoke” in its original 
version emerges as good theatre. 

tion, stag- 
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The Waggish Romans 


to success for a strip. Miss Kent's | 


Still bearing a stout lance in his | scripter indicates, is giving listen- 


crusade ag 


ainst melancholia, Paul/ers a 


story which flatters 


the | 


J. Phelan, staff writer on the N. Y. housewife, and gives her self-con- | 


as compiled and edited an- 
a eatholegy of Catholic humor, 
“& Time to Laugh” (Longmans, 
Green; $4). The title derives from 
a verse in Ecclesiastes but the text 


is strictly from the Romans—a dis- | 


criminate culling of humorous es- 
says by Catholic wits representa- 
tive of church, theatre, the press, 


etc. , ; 

The author. in a previous an- 
thology (“With a Merry Heart”) 
began his thesis that there is noth- 
ing incompatible between religion 
and humor; and in the current col- 
lection he proves his point again 
with plenty of pith and an edify- 
ing host to back it up. In the sec- 
tion where the bonhomme of the 
church have a recess from liturgi- 
cal solemnities, there is a “tilting 
of halos,”’ a loosening of decorum, 
with hilarious effect. Misanthro- 
pes, Pharisees and other bilious 
bozos who look askance at life and 
laughter haven't a Chinaman’s 
chance when the merry padres 
start exorcising them with wit. The 
editor’s contention that the mod- 
ern Catholic writers follow faith- 
fully the cultural tradition of 
Chaucer, Dryden and Pope can- 
not be gainsaid. They crack down 
on cant and put the bite in their 
jovial delineations of our foibles 
In some instances they show they 
are not a bit squeamish if the barb 
turns boomerang and makes them 
the target. 

The reading monotony usual in 
most anthologies. is lacking in this 
one because of the diversity of ma- 
terial, prose and verse. selected 
and the agreeable group arrange- 
ment of the stories under apt head- 
ings. Additionally. each section is 
introduced with a preamble by the 
author, and these are worth the 
price of admission alone. They 
are as funny as they are literate 
this Phelan guy being an ex-prof 


of English at Santa Clara | 
Jimmy Durante paces the the- 
atrical contingent with his “De- 
proach to Art” and Frank Fay 
tails him with “An Armful of Cab- 
bage.” Harvey should have fol- 


lowed here, but didn't. The dead- 
line boys are fairly representative. 


with Bob Casey. Hi Phillips. Red 
Smith. Ed Wallace. John Kieran 
and Westbrook Pegler getting in 


their best licks 

Life-Lines—thumbnail biogs of 
the contribbers and an index of 
authors and tities end up the book 
The jacket design and the several 
drawings were neatly fashioned by 
Douglas Grant. 

Harry G. Smith. 
Robbins’ Film Saga 

Film industry has its biog traced 
in novelized form in new book re- 
cently completed by Harold Rob- 
bins. exec in the accounting dept. 
of Universal. The Robbins novel, 
“Merchants of Dreams.” which Al- 
fred A. Knopf is putting out, will 
hit the bookstores Oct. 17. Con- 
centrating on one family. the yarn 
starts with the early beginnings 
of the pix biz in New York and 
winds up in Hollywood in 1938. 

Robbins is a son-in-law of Sam- 
vel Machnovitch. U's treasurer. 
Book is his second. the first being 
“Never Love a Stranger.” pub- 
lished several vears ago by Knopf 
Robbins has a deal with Knopf to 
Supply the house with four more 
novels. 


Literati B.o. 


Variety's characteristic idiom is 
the basis of an anecdote to appear 
in a forthcoming issve of This 
Week mag. Yarn is about a dis- 
tinguished history professor who. 
after reading this publication for 
the first time. was asked by a 
young post-grad stude what he 
thought of Schiesinger as a_his- 
torian. 

a, Well.” answered the savant. 
he’s certainly got a good rep in 
the biz.” 


—————_ 


Mona Kent’s Soap Opera Tome 
‘ “Mirror, Mirror on the Wall” 
Rinehart, $3) is a novelistic treat- 
ment of the soap opera industry 
By Mons Kent, who scripts the 
Portia Faces Life” strip on NBC 
Despite the fact that she assertedly 
ares a nice living from radio,” 
iss Kent sinks a few harpoons 
nto the washboard weepers. Cen- 
tral character is a sevial writer 
who patterns her life after the her- 
cine of her soaper—and messes up 
he lives of the people around her. 
th ome, however. appeals more to 
é “dl Same market that listens to the 
thy ime airers than to people in 
e industry. Basically it’s formu- 
vt romance about an over-am- 
oa woman. But there are some 
- — that mav inierest the 

+ Gealing with the develop- 
ment of the sOaper format. Key 


dence. 


One of the tome’s better seg- 


ments reports the scenarist’s foul- 
ing up o 
and the soaper’s leading lady by 
the way she writes the show. 
“Mirror,” however, is not another 
“Hucksters.’’ Miss Kent's opus 
won't really arouse the ire of the 
daytime radio moguls Bril. 


Hearst Yens Earl! Wilson 
Earl Wilson is mulling a 
posal to switch his Broadway 
umning from the N. Y. Post-Home 
News to the N. Y. Journal-Ameri- 
can and the King Features svndi- 
cate. With his current pact with 
the Post expiring in two months 
Wilson will make up his mind 
within the next couple of days 
Ward Greene. King Features 
chief, pitched Wilson an offer to 
double his current list of 75 news- 
paper outlets with a proportionate 
rise in income. Hearst subsidiary 
has long been anxious to snare 
Wilson for its chain and the cur- 
rent offer is a revival of a similar 
proposition made some time ago 
by the late Joe Connolly. head of 
King Features 
The Post management 
centiv reshuffled its 
up, is making a counter-offer to 
keep Wilson under its masthead 
Before even considering the Hearst 


pro- 
col- 


which re- 


editorial set- 


deal, Wilson was assured that 
other show biz columnists in the 
King Features stable. such as 


Louis Sobol! and Dorothy Kilgallen. 
would be unaffected by his possi- 
ble move-over 


Gruber Westerns Sold to Pix 

The 
Gruber westerns have 
by the author “The 
published by Rhinehart sold 
to Joseph Levinson, who plans 
filming the story on the Coast be- 
ginning next month lwo others 
“Man of the Plains” and “Cariboo 
Trail” were acquired by Nat Holt 
as starring vehicles for Randolph 
Scott. The remaining novel Da- 
kota Lil.” was purchased by Ed- 
ward Alperson to be filmed with 
Rod Cameron in the leading role 

In addition to the film sales. 
rights to six western serials by 
Gruber were sold to the Danish 
magazine, Venter. 


four Frank 
Deen 


Outlaw, 


+ - ack i.e . 
screen rignis to 


‘4 
sora 


Was 


Josef Israels’ Trek 


Josef Israels Il flies to Europe 
on a three-four month = stint 
‘throughout France, Austria. Swit- 


zerland, Norway, Denmark and 
Italy. He has a roving commission 
from NBC for pickups where the 
network is not regularly covered 

Writer will de pieces for Col- 
lier’s and Satevepost. His Viennese 
actress-bride, Ilka Windisch. ac- 
companies him for a return to visit 
to her «uative Austria. Their de- 
parture for abroad was stalled by 
Hal Wallis’ return from an Italian 
film production chore. as he is 
screentesting Miss Windisch before 
she and her husband depart Sept 
18. 


CHATTER 

F. Van Wyck Mason has arrived 
in Ireland for a visit 

Coronet doing a picture spread 
on Renee Carroll, Sardis hatcheck 
girl 

Author Eric Bentley returning 
to Europe Saturday (17) on his 
Guggenheim fellowship theatre 
study. 

Tony Weitzel replaces Norine 
Foley as gossip columnist on the 
Chicago Daily News. Weitzel 
comes from Detroit 

Norman Reader, Frenth National 


Tourist Office flack topper. to 
Dallas for lecture in connection 
with French exhibit at Hotel 


Adophus Sept. 21 

Alva Johnston has been working 
for some time on a book about Wil- 
son Mizner, his life, bon mots, etc 
which Farrar, Straus hopes to have 
ready for publication in 1950 

Richard Henry Little. former 
correspondent. colummist and dra- 
ma critic of the Chicago Tribune, 
to be biographed by Philip Cooke. 
who's currently digging materia! 
on his life. 

Publication by Duell, Sloan & 
Pearce Sept. 30 of “Deep In My 
Heart.”’ Sigmund Romberg biogra- 


phy written by Elliott Arnold, will’ 


tie up with the 40th anni of the 
composer's coming to America 
from his native Hungary 

“The Man Who Sank the Navy,” 


a short footbal! yarn by William 
Fay, has been asquired by Metro 
for approximately $2,500. Story 


originally appeared in the Sateve- 
post several years ago and wes 
later included in a collection of 
best sport stories from thal maga- 
zine. 


an ad exec. his mistress | 


} 

_ Ex-Mugg’s German Post 

} Frankfurt, Sept. 13. 

A VARIETY mugg has been 
handed the top information 
job in Germany under the new 
State Dept. regime which is 
replacing Military Government 
in administration of the U. S. 
zone. He is Arthur Settel, 
who repped Variety in Berlin 
before the war and returned 
to represent the paper in Ger- 
many again in recent vears. 

Settel has been named Chief 

of the Public Information Of- 
fice. He will have under his 
aegis newspapers, radio, films 
and all other media of infor- 
mation operating here. 
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full power of the 
given AGVA in its 
Petrillo’s tvrannical 








eee ene 
clared that the 
4A’s has been 
resistance to 


ultimatum,” and his threat to take 
over the actors. Any attack upon 
any branch of the 4A’s wouid be 


considered an attack on all 4A af- 
filiates. 

“The 4A’s will not be intimidated 
or coerced by Petrillo We are 
ready to follow the traditional pat 


tern of American Labor and sit 
down with Petrillo and discuss any 
problem which may arise. We have 


always gotten along well with mu 


sicians, but if Petrillo wants to 
start a fight which may involve the 
entire entertainment field, he may 
have it.” 

To buttress its support of AGVA 
the 4A’s okayed a $25,000 loan to 
the performer union last week 
The fund will be used only in case 
of dire emergency. AGVA officials 


feel, despite its low treasury. that 
the union is in a solvent situation 
and that fund will be used if 
Petrillo starts his war in earnest 
The 4A support in AGVA'’s bai 
tle with AFM may be the deciding 
factor in this battle It’s recalled 
that in 1939 when George Browne 
and Willie Bioff, racketeer boss« 
of the International Alliance c. 
Theatrical Stage Emplovee 


over the variety 
then called the 


Actors, the 


wanted to take 
talent organization 
American Federation oft 


4A’s was ready to pull its actors 
out of any situation where stage 
hands were employed Al one 
point a general walkout was 
threatened in legit, radio, films and 
opera The IA relented 36 hou 


before the deadline and the stage 
hands’ threat to the 4A’s was ove! 
It's still not known just how fat 
the 4A’s would go in this instance 
since there have been some sharp 
differences between AGVA and the 


4A’'s. Parent org has been dis- 
satisfied with the current AGVA 
administration for some months. 


mainly because of AGVA'’s opposi 
tion to the original 4A plan on 
video. Since then AGVA has 
okaved a subsequent plan that was 
drawn. 
Aimed at Television? 

AGVA_ spokesmen unofficially 
declare that Petrillo’s ultimate ob- 
jective in this battle is the con- 
trol of television. With jurisdiction 
over actors and musicians, AFM 
head would be in a powerful posi 
tion to be the kingpin in video 
However, Petrillo on several occa 
sions denied that he’s interested in 


taking over actors Two weeks 
ago, he declared that despite the 
fact that many actors have asked 
him to step in and take over. he's 
“not interested.” However if 
AFL head William Green wanted 
him to take the union over, build 


it up and turn it over to someone 


else, he would do so 
The 4A’‘s, however, would fight 
such a move to the limit. They teel 


that if Petrillo can get a hold on 
AGVA, their respective jurisdic- 
tions are threatened as well Both 
sides are now waiting for Petrillo s 
move in this matter. 

Battle started because of Petril- 
lo’s insistance that AGVA return 
the initiation fee it took from Lee 
Norman, bandleader at the Regent 


theatre. N. Y who emeceed the 
shows at that house AGVA fell 
that since Norman had replaced 
the regular emcee. Charlie Banks 
Norman should join When the 
AFM demanded return of the fee 
it pulled musicians out of that the- 
atre. and this house which used 
stageshows one night weekly, has 


been vaudeless since 

This is the second 
recent months that 
AFM have fought it out 
sas City, several months ago. an 
AGVA organizer, told a singing- 
pianist to join. AFM then pulled 
all musicians out of the = area. 
AGVA then capitulated and trans- 
ferred its organizer Vincent 
to another area. 


situation in 
AGVA and 
In Kan- 


‘perfectly dandy title. 


Lee. 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK } 


By Frank Scully on 


Seven Storey Mt., Sept. 10. 

Fired by my lack of success in selling a previous batch of story ideas, 
even to producers who make a habit of going out of business right 
after exercising an option, I have whipped up another packet of sam- 
ples. These are nearer the current market demands, though I realize 
they're sort of short on sadism. 

One, however, concerning a lobbyist called Art Samish, possesses a 
I call it “What Makes Samish Run.” This is a 
documentary on bribery, and if producers hurry they could beat the 
rival, “Vaughan With the Wind.” to the nabes. 

Others, like “The Stoolie Sings Again,” “Crisco Kid Gets Fried.” 
“Il Was a Mail Female,” “Mighty Jo Yonkers,” “Red Ryder’s Shoes,” 
“Cagney Kicks His Mother,” “It’s a Grate Feeling” (a Fireside feature), 
“Miss Richmond Takes Cary Grant” and “Captain Blood Gets Bled 
are hardly worth detailing, but al! have possibilities. In fact, maybe 
film salesmen would prefer them to these 

“CHARRED BLACK” 

This is a sort of sequel to “White Heat” and treats of the gangster 
with an Oedipus complex who once tried a darkhair rinse to match his 
mother’s hair and turned black all over. After that he becomes a cop 
killer, a dame-crusher, a triple-crosser of double-crossers 

To hide out for a while after killing six crippled pencil sellers and 
collecting $6 from them, he gets himself committed to a state peniten- 








tiary in Florence, Ariz, where everything including the warden’s car 
is hot 

He stages a jailbreak two days before he is about to be released, just 
to keep in the practice of killing cops. Roadblocked by planes and 
radar, he is strafed as he races across the desert in a half track. Giant 
cacti go down like wheat as he tears across the state border 

At Los Alamos, New Mexico, he crashes the Atom Bomb Project 
and defies everybody, including the U. S. Marines, to come and get him 


a band grenade into a job called 

No Visitors,” and blows up and the whole project into one 
super-colosal sky-reaching mushroom liis laughter in hell rings in 
the ears of all who scramble for the theatre exits. A family picture, if 
l ever saw one 


Finally wounded by a rocket, he tosses 


himself 


“TITOGRAD"” 


sian winter the German Nixed 
a grimly fascinating novel of the 


Under the deep freeze of a fierce Ru 
Army perishes in Titograd his | 
most gruesome, bone-chilling killing of modern war 

rrapped on four sides by Soviet soldiers who have piled up 
turned into icebergs, the fuehrer’s divisions call on their knowledge of 
solid geometry to get them out But to no avail. There is no fifth side 
known to Isosceles. Spies report Einstein has discovered a fifth but he 
is in Bourbon, Ky., and all attempts to kidnap him have been frustrated 
of course by the ever-present U.S. Marines 

Doomed and damned the German Nixed 


and 


Army freezes and dies amid 


the ruins of a city they destroyed but cannot conquer 
litograd is a more bloody bucket of borsch than Secondgrad, which 
old over a million copies of a European edition under the Marshall 
Plan 
“INTRUDER IN THE MAZE” 
This one is a lot of corn but would make a wonderful picture for 
Ethel Barrymore, Jim Thorpe and little Mary Jane Saunders 


From midnight to daylight one dark night the self-respect of a Mis 
souri Town hangs by a thread while an old woman and child 
grave to keep the scales of justice in balance and thus save the life of 
a Red Son of Carlisle, who has been accused of a murder in the maze 
4 sportswriter has been shot through the heart and by his side is a 
note: “This will learn Red Son of Carlisle a Com- 
tmunist.”’ 

Brought to court as Exhibit Ugh. the body is revealed holding a gun 
with one bullet gone. It is of a special police caliber 

Members of the vice squad break down and confess they put the gun 
in a dead man’s hand and made him shoot the sportswriter, who once 
exposed the great Indian amateur athlete for having taken $15 a week 
playing semi-pro baseball. The sportswriter was about to expose that 
the cops were getting $1,500 a2 playing the field” For this 
ihey did away with the blackmailer and were banking on race prejudice 
to place the blame on the redman 

All through the trial the old woman eats dried Indian corn and when 
justice ultimately triumphs she spits out a mouthful at the craven cops 
and walks out of court with the child heid by one hand and the huge 
hulking Indian by the other 


rob a 


you for calling a 


week for 


“SOUSE PACIFIC” 

The white beauty of Sunda. the next corral island north of Munda, 
practically sobered the colonel on sight. He encircled the island three 
times before proclaiming in his high state that that three times gave 
him permanent possession. He took a final swig of rve and tossed the 
empty canteen to the ground It bounced high. “Well, that means I 
won't bog down anyway.” he said to himself. 

He came in on a dry deserted field that hadn't been used sinee 1945 

Bloody Mary greeted him warmly You Soundso SeaBee'” she 
cried, embracing him As a naval air licutenant, assigned temporarily 
to the Sea Bees, Click Cable, had bossed the construction of this field 
Bloody Mary remembered She turned to the girl behind her You 
like’ You like verv much” ‘Take her Fo Dolla'” 

She laughed her old dirty laugh 

Click Cable's eyes moved between the tawny beauty of the girl and 
the scrawny piece of burlap that once was Bloody Mary. Against the 
corral background they stood out like bronze statues. 

“Remember Bali Ha’i’” said Mary Remember Michener 

Cable remembered too well 

“Michener’s making 2.000 bucks a week on Broadway now,” 
colonel 

The Soandso'” said Mary 

“That reminds me,” said Cable 
ever ran into you to give you these 

He handed her a pair of passes to “South Pacific.” 

“They're worth 50 bucks if they re worth a dime,” he said 

lier eves gleamed at the sight of the Annie Oakleys. 

He figured they'd pay for the tour bucks he owed you for the grass 
skirt 

The old Tonk woman rubbed herself in glee 

“Get lieutenant some of the best rve whiskey 
ordered Fix him my atabrine oild-tashioned, 

Cable watched the slow rhythmic weaving of 
she headed for the kitchen. 

You like Liat?” 

“More than ever,” said Cable 

He walked past her and followed Liat inside the crumbiing quonset 
hut. le crushed the girl in his arms 

Bloody Mary shrugged her shoulders and moved out of hearing. She 
looked at the passes again. Just pieces of paper. 

“Aisle seats. Good for fo’ dolla.” she read 

She spat and left another red betel stain on the white corral run- 
way. Her mind began wondering about these Americans as it used to 
when they were souvenir-hunting all over the South Pacific. She 
couldn't understand why they preferred a show to people. Personally 
the only sogt of pass she liked was one made at her. 

“Soandso all of you: she cried and tore the passes te pieces. 


on 


said the 
“You know he still owe me fo dolla” 
Last time | saw him he said if I 


in Souse Pacific,” she 
she added 


the Tonkinese gir! as 
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Broadway 


Jimmy Savo due back from 
Europe Monday (19). 

Irving Mills in town for two 
weeks to confer with brother Jack. 

Stage designer John Wenger ex-~ 
hibiting his water colors Sept. 19- 
30 at Grand Central Art Galleries. 

Ben Serkowich’s p.r. agency do- 
ing special promotion job for Uni- 
ted Artists’ upcoming “Without 
Honor.” 

Johnny Broderick, ex-detective 
turned politicien, lost his bid for 
Tammany leadership in the Broad- 
way area. 

Coq Rouge resumed its socialite 
songstresses policy last night 
(Tues.) with Helen Edwards mak- 
ing her debut. 

Walter Seltzer, Hal Wallis studio 
rep. in for huddles with Max E 
Youngstein, on releasing plans for 
“My Friend Irma.” 

Eddie Cantor back from an At- 
lantic City weekend booking for a 
charity and a Lancaster, Pa., fair, 
latter a return booking. 

Ann Tanz weds Morris Golom- 
bik in New York next Tuesday 
(20) and honeymoons in Bermuda. 
She’s sec to the editor of VARIETY. 

Benito Collada’s El Chico cele- 
brates its 24th anniversary tonight 
(Wed.), something of a record for 
consecutive operation of any nitery. 

Mrs. Leon Kimberley (& Page), 
wife of the London vaude agent, 
sails for home Wednesday (21) 
aboard the America after a short 
visit here 

The David “Sonny” Werblins 
{Leah Ray) moving back to town 
Sept. 28. They've been commut- 
ing from W. Long Branch. N 
all summer 

Songwriter Jimmy McHugh in 
from the Coast for the reopening 
of Mike Todd's “As The Girls Go” 
at the Broadway. McHugh wrote 
the “Girls” score. 


Elinor and Reeves Lewenthal 
(American Art Galleries, of N. Y 
and Bevhills) divorced in Reno 


after 13 years, custody of their 7- 


year-old daughter to the mother. 

Alfred Hitchcock returning to 
N. Y. from London end of this 
month to join his partner Sidney 
L. Bernstein in casting for Trans- 
atlantic Pictures’ next film, “I Con- 
fess.” 

Adam Gi Gatano, of the terping 
Di Gatanos, credited with direc- 
tion of special dance routines in 
Warners’ “Always Leave ‘Em 
Laughing” and “Daughter of Rosie 
O'Grady.” 

Jane Wyman due in N. Y., Sept 
27, after completing “Stage Fright” 
in London. She'll head _ im- 
mediately for Hollywood for War- 
ners’ production of “The Glass 
Menagerie.” 

Helen Deutsch, Metro writer, at 
the Ambassador hotel, working on 
the script of “King Solomon's 
Mines” after dropping her plans 
to trek to South Africa for the 
scripting stint. 

Irving Geist, w.k. in show biz, 
g. of h. of a $20 testimonial! din- 
ner at the Waldorf Nov. 3 by all 
veterans organizations for whom 
the manufacturer consistentiy did 
wartime and postwar jobs. 

Newly-formed Variety Club of 
N. Y. being saluted Monday (19) 
at special open meeting of the 
Cinema lodge, B'nai B'rith, with 
Max A. Cohen, chief barker of the 
N. Y. tent, as guest of honor. 

Irving Shiffrin, former RKO 
flack, now doing a 65-city promo- 
tion tour for Willy de Mond, Hol- 
lywood hosiery designer, with 
$65,000 worth of stockings used in 
various pictures to be displayed in 
department stores. 

Margaret Truman hosted the 
President, Mrs. Truman and a 
group of friends Saturday evening 
(10) at a special screening of “Red 
Shoes,” making it the third time 
that the President's daughter has 
viewed the Rank pic. 

Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald staged 
a clambake at their Hay Isiand 
(Conn.) manse for all the neigh- 
bors, fire dept., police dept., etc. 
Incidentally, the Mr. half of this 
pioneer Mr. and Mrs. breakfast 
team is driving around a fancy 
Rolls he picked up from some- 
body who paid a small fortune to 
have it specially built. 


Chicago 


Gene Autry in town for biz 
confabs 

“Skating Vanities” preesas its 
1949 show here at Chi Stadium 
Sept. 21. 

Fred Townsend, publicity direc- 
tor for Palmer House, back at desk 
after battling virus infection 

Henry Senber, flack for “Death 
Of A Salesman,” in town ahead of 

lay’s opening Sept. 19 at Er- 
anger. 

“House In The Sea,” play penned 
by Chicagoans Cyril Heiman and 
Phil Geib, preems at Eighth St. 
Theatre, Sept. 15-16. 

Ashton Stevens, dean of Chi 
critics, came out of semi-retire- 
ment last week, to catch “Summer 
and Smoke” opening Sept. 5. 

Blackhawk Restaurant picked up 


\the musical revue format and 
launched “Whiffinpoof Revue,’ 
Sept. 7, based on college activities. 
anny Newman appointed pub- 
licity director here by Laszlo 
Halasz, of New York City Opera 
Co. Group begins its Chi season 
Nov. 4 
Charlie Ruggles and Tom Dug- 
gan, here for Chevy Chase Summer 
Theatre leads, spent their after- 
noons entertaining the boys at 
Great Lake Training Station Naval 


Hospital. 
Tokyo 


By Russell Aplane 

Life cf Kokichi Mikimoto, Ja: 
pan’s 92-year-old cultured pearl 
king. to be filmed soon by 
Shochiku. 

Masaichi Nagata, Daiei studio 
prexy, planed to U. S. for brief 
Hollywood visit to study American 
production techniques. 

Charles Mayer, chief of Central 
Motion Picture Exchange, U. S. 
film distrib agency here, back in 
Tokyo after flying trip to N. Y. for 
huddles with Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. 

Bob Carlisle, indie producer who 
spent six months in Japan last year 
shocting footage for a color docu- 
mentary slated for release by Co- 
lumbia, back in Tokyo to let occu- 
pation bigwigs o.o. film before final 
cutting 

Zenshin-za 





theatrical troupe, 
which made headlines last year 
when all members joined the 
Japan Communist Party, are in hot 
water with Nipponese tax officiais 
for alleged 1,500,000 yen ($4,000) 
tax dodge. 


Montreal 


Gayety opened fall season last 
week with Lili St. Cyr taking top 
billing 

Charles Trenet doing sock busi- 
ness at Cafe de l'Est in Montreal's 
east end. 

Corinne Calvet here for Cana- 
dian opening of “Rope of Sand” at 
the Palace. 

Rose Murphy out of Royal Vic- 
toria Hospital after bout with a 
nasal hemmorage. 

The De Marcos head up a special 
benefit show Sept. 14 in new ball- 
room at Ritz-Carlton. 

Pianist Johnny Gallant planing 
to Rio de Janeiro for 10 weeks 
work with singer Jacques Peals. 

The Hayward & Hayward en- 
semble of 16 singers from Bermuda 
set for their first Canadian appear- 
ance here late in September. Group 
will be under direction of Lancelot 
Hayward, blind pianist-composcr 
and arranger. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Rudy Vallee will get $4,000 for 
his week at Bill Green’s next 
month. 

Jackie Heller hitting the road 
again for month, opening at Chez 
Ami, Buffalo. 

Bert Stearn fiew in from Miami 
Beach upon receiving word of 
death of Harry Long. 

Charles Dickson, formerly with 
Ballet Russe, joined faculty of 
Genevieve Jones studio of dance. 

Skater Denise Benoit going it 
alone this season; her sister, 
Frances, recently got married and 
is honeymooning in Europe. 

Trixie and her husband, Esco 
LaRue, of “Howdy Mr. Ice.” flew 
here for a look at new “Ice 
Capades,” in which they were 
featured for years. 

Lisbon 
By Lewis Garyo 

Lily Fayol, French songstress, 
playing return dates in Portugal 
seaside resorts. 

Deanna Durbin will probably 
give two concerts in the Colisseu 
Theatre, Lisbon (holding 6,000), in 
the fall. 

At the Cristal, smart Lisbon 
nitery, the Mary Sandra Spanish 
ballet has been booked for another 
fortnight. 

Film producer Antonio Lopes 
Ribeiro and brother, Francisco, 
planning legit company, employing 
some Portuguese cinema stars. 

Costarica, new nitery opened on 
the left bank of the Tagus, doing 
good business, presenting singers 
— the Portuguese Radio Nacio- 
nal. 

Ricardo Covoes, part owner of 
Colisseu theatre, is organizing a 
company to present operettas for 
at least six months starting end 
of September. 

Rosa Mateus has taken lease on 
the Avenida theatre, Lisbon, which 
he will operate in conjunction with 
the Maria Vitoria theatre. where 
he has been for the iast five years. 

Lily Moreno, Brazilian songstress, 
after the quick closing due to the 
heat of the revue in which she was 
starred in Lisbon, is doing niteries 
in seaside resorts prior to her 
reappearance in Lisbon in the fall 
in a new revue, 


VARIETY 
| Londen 


Cecil Landeau’s “Sauce Tartare” 
legiter passed the 200 mark last 
week. 

Bernard Delfont expects to go to 
New York and Hollywood around 
| Christmas. 

“Cats in our Lives,” by James 


and Pamela Mason, was published | 


in London last week. 

Sir Barry Jackson, managing di- 

rector of the Birmingham Reper- 
| tory theatre, celebrating his 70th 
=ey- 

| Royal Command Variety Per- 
formance, Nov. 7, will be held this 
year at the Coliseum, instead of 
the Palladium 

Margaret Lockwood, film star. 
engaged by the Daniel Mayer Co 
to be this year’s Peter Pan in an- 
nual revival at Christmas 

Joseph Calleia to star with Wan- 
da Rotha in a new play by Leon 
Gordon, “Until the Thaw,” due in 
the West End in October. Gordon 
authored the “White Cargo.” legit 
hit. 

Harry Dubens, theatrical cos- 
tumer, who dabbles in stage pro- 
duction, brings over his play, 
“Train To Venice,” currently tour- 
ing the provinces, to the West End, 
probably at the Ambassadors’ the- 
atre, end of September 

First ice show to play Italy for 
the Paoni management, at Turin, 
with other Italian cities to follow, 
opens Oct. 2. Show has been staged 
by Gerald Palmer and is one of 
Tom Arnold's ice shows, with deal 
set by Leslie Macdonnel, of Fos- 
ters’ agency 

Alfred Zeitlin’s “The Man With 
the Umbrella,” ‘starring Charles 
Goldner, opens in the West End. 
with theatre not yet set, end of 
September. Play is from the French 
by DuCreaux. Play will be pre- 
sented by Zeitlin in association 
with Hubert Woodward. 

Jack Waller intends to present 
Pinero’s “The School Mistress,” 
recently tried out at the Art« Thea- 
tre Club, with cast to be headed 
by Cyril Ritchard, who just finish- 
ed in Jack Hyiton’s “Ann Veron- 
ica,” and his wife Madge Elliot, as 
soon as he can get a West End 
theatre. 

When Val Parnell visits New 
York and Hollywood end of Octo- 
ber, he will take his father, Fred 
Russell, formerly ventriloquist, and 
now head of the Variety Artistes 
Federation. He is aged 87, and 
was awarded the O.B.E. last year. 
They will visit Wallace Parnell, 
formerly revue producer in Aus- 
tralia and now in business on the 


Coast. He is Val’s older brother. 
Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blwd. Montparnasse ) 


| Larry Adler held over at Gau- 
mont palace. 

Eric Maria Remarque writing 
book in Zurich. 

Rita Hayworth lunching at the 
Ritz with Priscilla Kastner. 

Sam Berger now has the photo 
concession at the Paris Lido. 

Alain Cuny. onetime matinee 
idol, now making pic in Africa. 
Bernard Hilda to open new class 
nitery on Champs Elysees on the 
old Tyrol premises. 

Seen at the Longchamp race- 
track: Boris Morros, Bmil Boreo, 
Lewis Milestone, the Louis Hay- 
wards. 

Fred Orain, producer of “Jour 
de Fete” smash, now making “Pre- 
mieres Armes,” directed by Rene 
Wheeler. 

The John Wildbergs to Cannes, 
on their way back from Venice, 
heading for Paris and London 
where they have taken a house in 
Mayfair. 

Caryl Barrett, Broadway legit 
backer, attending the Cannes Film 
Festival in a timeout from an ex- 
tensive tour through Europe and 
israel. He's due back in the U. S. 
in Novernber. 


Dublin 
By Maxwell Sweeney 

_Abe Elliman, g.m. Irish Odeon 
circuit, vacationing in Cannes. 

Siobhan McKenna, former Ab- 
beyite, mulling return to Abbey for 
short season. 

Dublin Light Opera Co. readying 
fall production of Richard Tauber’s 
“Old Chelsea.” 

Irish Cinemas, Ltd., announced 
5° dividend on shares, a cut of 
5° from last year. 

Radio Eireann productions direc- 
tor Larry Morrow inked to do legit 
criticism for Sunday Press. 

P. K. Nolan, RKO vp. in charge 
of production, to 
giving Irish houses the 0.0. 

Bernadette O'Farrell inked for 
“The Happiest Days of Your Life” 
being directed by Frank Launder 
for Individual Pix. 

James Gow's “Deep Are the 
Roots” got its Irish premiere by 
Clopet Productions at Cork Opera 
House; biz reported good. 

Donagh MacDonagh back after 
pasts London opening of “The 

| ading Mansion,” his adaptation of 
Jean Anoilh’s “Romeo et Jean- 





London *after ph 


ette. He'll plane to N. Y. for| 


opening of his “Happy as Larry.” 
v Abbey theatre reviving W. B. 

| Yeats’s “The Countess Cathleen, 
marking 10th anni of Yeats’s death. 


Hollywood 


Mrs. Robert Montgomery back 
from London. 
William Saroyan in town for one 


Theodor Christensen, Danish docu- day. out to Frisco. 


mentary director who made “Green 
_ Gold” for 


Portland, Ore. 





Grand Ole Oprey at the Audi-| 


torium for one night. 


i 


nald Hyde joined Famous 


UNO, in for brief visit.| artists as an executive. 


| 


Jed Harris houseguesting with 
William Joyce Cowen and Lenore 
Coffee. 

Dave Diamond out of retirement 
to form new agency partnership 


Jacques Ravel and his girl line with Al Kingston. 


headlining Club Hy Mac. 


Charlie Barnet band at Jantzen 


Ballroom for two nights. 

Eddie Lawrence Four with Gene 
Hackett packing Tropics Club. 

Helen Barton held at the Sap- 
phire Lounge along with Jerry 
Owens. 

Cole Bros. circus did badly dur- 
ing their three-day stand here last 
week 

“Street Car Named Desire” set 
for Mayfair for six nights and two 
matinees 

Gypsy Markoff at Amato’s Sup- 
per Club; Ray Parker and Port- 
hole on same bill. 

Eddie Lawrence Quartet 
to Tropics club after lengthy stay 
at Diamond Horseshoe. 

Jantzen Beach to shutter for 
winter after this final weekend. 
R. W. Owsley cited for doing real 
job this season. 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Ted Weems into Mural Room of 
St. Francis hotel. 

The Vagabonds into Venetian 
Room of the Fairmont. 

Paul Neighbors band bows into 
Berkeley's Hotel Claremont. 

Paul Spier new chairman of 
activities of Variety Club Tent 32. 

Louis Lurie feted by Frisco Saints 
and Sinners with Louis B. Mayer 
and Sol Lesser up from L.A. for 


shindig. 
Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Kitty Davis’ will reopen Oct. 26 
when Barry Gray returns. 

Park Avenue Club reopens in 
October with Charlie Farrell due 
back for eighth year. 

New owners of Chez Paree 
(shuttered the last two seasons) 
planning on tor “ow policy. 

Jack Goldma:. going all out to 
pact the Vagabonds, Jackie Miles 
and other toppers to enter compe- 
tition with Beachcomber and Copa 
City. 

With most top Beach clubs 
|closed, Ned Schuyler debuts his 
|newly acquired Five O'Clock Club 
Sept. 15 with show topped by 
Georgie Price and Frank Linaie’s 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Jack Radcliffe, Scot comic, 
launches month’s season in Aber- 
deen Oct. 17. 

Robert Wilson, Scot tenor, flies 
Oct. 31 for concert to United Scot- 
tish Clans of New York and New 
Jersey, skedded for Manhattan 
Centre. 

Terence Rattigan’s “Adventure 
Story,” about Alexander the Great, 
will open Glasgow Citizens Thea- 
tre season Sept. 23. Ann Casson, 
daughter of Sir Lewis Casson and 
Dame Sybil Thorndike, to be lead- 
ing lady of Citizens. Her brother, 
John Casson, produces. 


Atlantic City 
By Joe W. Walker 

Most spots breaking into their 
winter routine. 

Pageant did town a lot of good, 
boosting biz for week. 

Jose Melis remaining in Tray- 
,more’s Submarine room for fall. 

Club Harlem shuttered Sunday 
night (11) after one of its most 
| successful years. Only nightclub 
in town offering all-Negro talent. 
Sam Singer was operator. 

Million Dollar pier shuttered im- 
mediately after Labor day night 
following tough season. Steel pier 
on for another week with Patsy 
Garrett in vaudeville and Larry 
Green orch in Marine ballroom. 


Cleveland 


_ By Glenn C. Pullen 

Dwight Fiske into Borsellino’s 
Club 

Frankie Yankovic. Columbia-re- 
cording maestro, selling his nitery 
ere 
Wife of Sammy Kaye. band- 
master, sold her Georgian colonial 
house here for $39,000. 

Bud Wendell, WJMO disk joc- 
key. now managing Frankie Mul- 
iec’s band and promoting its Con- 
tinental platters, “Cleveland Polka” 
being latest. 

Corinne Calvet, ill in Toronto. 

reed to cancel her “Rope of 
Sand” personals for Paramount 
here as well as press-radio lunch- 
eon set for French star. 


move 


‘aled by 


| the Montecarlo 


Douglas Aylesworth and Pat Pat- 
terson became associates with John 
McCormick agency. 

Walter Reed to Mexico City for 


featured role with Paulette God- 
dard in “Beloved,” Bert Granet 
production 


Transportation Fraternity of 
Southern California giving plaque 
to Roy Rogers for encouraging 
youth to better habits. 

John J. Hill signed by the Shu- 
berts as advance man for 25th anni 
tour of “Student Prince,” opening 
at New Haven, Sept. 29. 


Australia 
By Eric Gorrick 
Biz is terrif in Sydney with 
Metro's “Little Women.” 
Columbia is reviving “Song to 
Remember” in Sydney for Greater 
Union. 


Sid Albright. 20th-Fox local 
exec, on extensive biz looksee in 
Queensland. 


RKO’'s “Joan of Arc” looks okay 
for lengthy run at Century, Syd- 
ney, for Hoyts. 

Luna Park, Melbourne, 
in a profit of $28,000 
ended May last 

Top for “Edward, My Son,” with 
Robert Morley, due at Royal, Syd- 
ney, Sept. 16, is $4. 

J. B. Priestley’s “Ever 
Paradise” so-so at Princess, 
bourne, for Fuller-Carroll. 

Pastor Niemoeller, out here on a 
lecture tour, is pulling big audi- 
ences to hear his religious talks 
and his experiences in a German 


turned 
for .year 


Since 
Mel- 


concentration camp On Sydney 
debut. he drew 10.000 at the Sta- 
dium. 


- —e 
Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 

Sergei Petschnikoff, Metro pro- 
duction manager, inspecting local 
pic studios 

Joyce Cameron, American come- 
dienne, doubling in Mexican pix 
and at the Waldorf nitery. 

Jose Navarro Costa, public rela- 
tions chief of Peliculas Nacionales, 
film producer-distributor, died of 
a heart attack 

With 73 pix produced this year 
up to September. it looks like a 
Mexican output of more than 100, 
a new high, for 1949. 

Two Mexican pic toppers, direc- 
tor Emilio Fernandez and camera- 
man Gabriel Figueroa. goid-med- 
: the national electricians 
union. . 

Alfred Holguin, SRO Latin-Am- 
erican chief, has booked “Jennie” 
pic for simultaneous exhibition in 
the Cines Chapultepec and Savoy 
here, opening Sept. 16, Mexican 
independence day. 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 

Richard and Flora Stuart, dance 
team; are at the El Cortijo nitery. 

Rafael Lopez Somoza, legit actor, 
out of hospital after a serious 
operation. 

“The Macomber Affair” due at 
Censors ordered 


| some cuts in pic. 


Pic season has started at the 
Coliseum with “The Clock,” with 
Charles Laughton and Ray Milland. 

new version of “Fantomas,” 
French production with Marcel 
Herrand and Simone Signoret, is 
at the Capitol. 

New Spanish pic, “Angustia,” at 


the Alexandre, stars Amparite 
Rivelles and Adriano Rimoldi. Di- 
rected by Jose Antonio Nieves 
Conde. 


By Les Rees 

Woody Herman into Prom Ball- 
room for one-nighter. 

Raymond Scott and his quintette 
with Dorothy Collins into St. Paul 
Flame. 

Dorothy Lewis ice show in fifth 
and fina! month at Nicollet Min- 
nesota Terrace. 

June March, burlesque stripper, 
guest star again at Old Log “straw- 
hatter” in “The Barker.” 

Walter O'Keefe and his “Double 
or Nothing” radio show featured at 
Auditorium’s annual International 
Food Show. 

Lena Horne breaking Club Car- 
nival attendance records previous- 
ly held by Sophie Tucker and 
Martha Raye. 

Cole Bros. circus, the only one 
to visit Twin Cities this year, set 
for October, a very late date for 


‘tent show in this area. 
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OBITUARIES 


RICHARD STRAUSS 
Richard Strauss, 85, noted Ger- 
man composer, died in Germany, 


t. 8. 
His genius ran the gamut of 
musical expression, from simple 


songs 


_— poems and operas. “Der 


osenkavalier” and his impression- 


istic opera, “Salome,” are among 
his outstanding works. “ 

His tone poems, “Till Eulenspie- 
el.” “Don Quixote,” and “Don 
Juan” are popular throughout the 
world. He composed “sdiome” in 
1904, and produced the opera 
“Blektra” three years later. Both 
works are widely known 

“Tod und Verklaerung.” (Death 
and Transfiguration), a tone poem 
written in 1889, is regarded as 
among his greatest works. i 

Born at Munich, the son of Franz 
Strauss. the first horn plaver at 
the Munich court opera and of a 
wealthy brewer's daughter. Strauss 
became an assistant-conductor at 
91. and he also was a gifted 
violinist. 

His entire musical outout runs 
into hundreds of compositions. and 
in his later years he was highly 
revarded also as a conductor 

Strauss composed in Germany 
during the Nazi regime, and in 
1948 Poland barred his music on 
the ground that he had been a Nazi 
svmpathizer. but later that vear a 
denazification court in Munich 
cleared him of any such charges 
In 1947, his money tied un because 
he was technically an enemy alien, 
he conducted to acclaim in three 
London concerts. 

PETE MACK 

Peter J. McNamara. 68. one of 
the best known practical jokers in 
showbusiness. died in New York, 
Sept. 12. McNamara. better known 
as Pete Mack, started out as 
a minor leagve ballplaver and 
soon gravitated into vandeville 
where he did an act on the Gus 
Sun time. He worked the Keith 
Albee circuit for a while ard then 
went into agenting. He worked 
in the Pat Casev office from 1917 
to 1940 and afterward started a 
radio agency. During that time. he 
agented the “Show Boat” airer 
which had a long run in radio. He 
also spent some time with the Del- 
bridge and Gorrell office. whfth 
booked bands and acts throughout 
the midwest. At one time he rep- 
resented the Gus Sun time in 
New York.-fi 

Lately. he had been plavine the 
lecture circuit as a vractical joker. 
Usual fee was $350 for one ses- 
sion during which time he would 
act as speaker who would confuse 
audiences with double-talk. On 
several occasions, he was hired as 
a golf-caddy and would break up 
the eame with a fainting act. His 
favorite pose was that of an Hun- 
garian impresario, Dr. Bela Ho- 
dapp. He would represent himself 
as a talent buver, get several of- 
fices excited and confound vercent- 
ers because no one could under- 
stand enough of his talk to sell him 
talent for prize European engage- 
ments. He plied the practical joke 
trade on both Coasts. 

Survived by a wife and two sons. 





MONTE KATTERJOHN 

Monte Katterjohn, 57, pioneer 
film writer and producer. died of a 
heart attack, in Evansville, Ind.. 
Sept. 8. He wrote the scenario 
for the Rudolph Valentino starrer 
“The Shiek.” “The Great Moment.” 
“Prodigal Dauehters,.” “The Great 
Divide” and “Flame of the Yukon.” 

In addition, Katterjohn is be- 
lieved to have started one of the 
first fan mags. Motion Picture 
Tonics. in which he interviewed 
celebrities by mail from his Boon- 
ville, Ind., office. However, there 
weren't enough fans at that time 
and venture folded. Before he was 
21. he started an automobile maga- 
zine which also failed. 


While in his early 20's, Katter- 


john started flooding the studios 
with stories. His first was accepted 
by Universal and he went to work 
for them in 1914. He later started 
Katteriohn Films which didn't last. 
In 1933 his health broke and he 
was adjudged insane by a Holly- 
wood court and committed to the 
Norwalk (Cal.) hospital. After his 
release, he returned to Evansville 
and lived there until his death 


Survived by two brothers and a 
s0n. 





HARRY T. BURLEIGH 
Harry T. Burleigh, 82. Negro 
composer of folk songs and snirit- 
uats. died in Stamford, Conn.. Sept. 
He was best known for his 


compositions, “Deep River.” “Lit- 
tle Mother of Mine” and “Just 
ou.” 


le ormerly a choir sineer. Bur- 
eith received encours~-ment 
early in his epreer from ee->-oser 
Fdward MacDowell to arr--~e the 
Songs of the colored people. He 


and chamber music to sym-| 


,to England at 
;}went on the stage in 1889. 


i 


TN. Y.. Sept. 12 


| served as 
| 
/and WELI, 
He leaves wife, and a daughter. 


; also wrote several hundred origi-' 
nal songs in addition to arranging | 
scores of spirituals. In 1930, he 
was one of seven negroes receiving 
the William E. Harmon award for 
distinguished achievement. 
He sang before King Edward VII | 
twice and was one of the favorite 
composers of Irish tenor John Mc- 
Cormack, who popularized his “Lit- 
‘tle Mother of Mine.” Critics have | 
generally regarded Burleigh’s mu- 
sical settings for Laurence Hope's 
poems as his best work. 
Survived by a son. 


HARRY LONG 

Harry Long, 58, vice-president of 
Bert Stern’s Cooperative Theatres, 
an independent booking combine 
in Pittsburgh, died suddenly of a 
heart attack in that city on Sept. 5 
Long was a former division man- 
ager for Loew Theatres and had 
been in motion picture business 
practically all his life. Ill health 
forced him to retire from Loew’s 
about eight vears ago but after 
convalescing for several months he 
returned to action again and joined 
Stearn upon the formation of Co- 
operative in Pittsburgh in 1946, 

He leaves wife and a sister. 





HENRI RABAUD 
Henri Rabaud, 75. French com- 
poser, died in Paris Sept. 12 after 
a long illness. He composed many 
operas, including ‘““Marouf, Cobbler 


of Cairo,” “La Fille de Roland,” 
“Le Premier Glave,” “Antoine et 
Cleopatre,” and “L’Appel de la 
Mer.” 


Rabaud also wrote music for the- 
atrical productions which finally 
led him to become conductor of 
the Paris Opera. His opera, ““Mar- 
ouf.”” was first performed at the 
Metropolifan Opera House in 1917 
and then revived 20 years later. 

FRANCIS S. KAIMANN 

Francis A. Kaimann, 33, co- 
owner of the Kaimann Circuit The- 
atres, owner of a string of indie 


nabes in St. Louis and St. Louis 
County died Sept. 8 at the St. 


Louis County hospital of injuries 
suffered in an auto collision Sept. 
4. Kaimann who suffered fracture 
of the skull, both arms and inter- 
nal injuries was driving through a 
St. Louis County road intersection 
when his car was struck by one 
driven by a 68-year-old woman. 
Survived by wife and a son. 


CECIL B. ROSSON 

Cecil B. Rosson, 42, theatre man- 
ager and civic leader, died sud- 
denly of heart attack Aug. 31 in 
Asheboro, N. C. 

Rosson was a native of Greens- 
boro and came to Asheboro 11 | 
years ago. For the past 20 years 
he has been connected with North | 
Carolina Theatres. Inc., and served | 
as manager of other of chain's | 
houses. 


CYNTHIA BROOKE 
Cynthia Brooke, 82, British ac- 
tress who made her last stage ap- 
pearance here in 1914 in “Aren’t 
We All,” died in New York, 
Sept. 11. 

Born in Australia. she was taken 
the age of 3, an 
She 
was married in 1905 to Fred G.' 
Latham, a stage director, who died 
in 1943 

A daughter, Cynthia Latham, sur- 
vives. 


DAVID MORDECAI 

David Mordecai, 46, musical con- 
ductor, died in New York, Sept. 12. 

He had conducted orchestras at 
the Palace. at Billy Rose’s Aqua- 
cade, for “Carmen Jones,” “Son 
of Norway” and for the revival o 
“Show Boat” last vear. 


Surviving are his wife and 
parents. | 
MELVIN HOLLIS 

Melvin Hollis. 51. cireus per- 


former, died Sept. 3 in Toledo, O. 
He was a member of the Hollis 
Troupe of bareback riders, first 
with his parents, and later with 
his wife, Bessie. He toured with 
the Hagenbeck- Wallace, Sells- 
Floto, John Robison and Charles 
Sparks circuses 
Survived by wife and a brother. 
CHARLES DEITCHER 
Charles Deitcher. 53, exhibitor, 
died in Ellis Hospital, Schenectady, 
He had operated 
the Lincoln in that city for several 
years and previously had been as- 
sociated with the management of 
the Palace in Schenectady. 
A native of Utica, he is survived 
by wife, a son. and a brother. 


JOHN E. REILLY 
John F. Reilly. 37. a member of 
the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 


tem’s technical staff. died at Elm- 
hurst. N. Y.. Sept. 11. 
Before joining CBS, he had 


| 


| 50%. 


WICC, Bridgeport, his home town, 
ew Haven. 





BEN B. REINGOLD 
Ben B. Reingold, 63, manager of 


the 20th-Fox exchange in St. Louis | 


from 1928 until his retirement in 
1947 died of heart disease in Santa 
Monica, Cal., Sept. 8. 
Reingold moved to the West 
Coast after retirement. 
Survived by wife. 





WILLIAM H. TUERS 


William H. Tuers, 
man, died in Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Tuers Had been working in the film 
industry since 1916. 

He was a life member of Local 
659, IATSE. 


MICHAEL HAYVORONSKY 

Michael Hayvoronsky, 57, Ukran- 
ian composer, died at his home in 
Forest Hills, N. Y., Sept. 11. 

A wife survives. 


Mrs. Beatrice Winchell Koch, mo- 
ther of Metro assistant director 
Howard W. Koch and aunt of 
Walter Winchell, died in Los An- 
geles, Sept. 12, following a heart 
attack. 








Wife of Henry H. Beck. co-owner 
and manager of the State theatre, 
Alton, Ill., died Sept. 1 after a long 
illness. 

Thomas “Bell, 58, died at 
home, Howth, Ireland, Aug. 28 
was prexy of Empire Variety the- 
atre, Belfast. 


his 


Mrs. Jane Moore, widow of 
Walter B. Moore and aunt of June 
Taylor, line producer, died in New 
York, Sept. 5. 





Mother, 69. of Walter and Jean 
Brown, dancers, died at her home 
in McKeesport, Pa., Sept. 4. 








| Distribs Askance 


——ae Continued from page 5 ee 


years, but the established break- 
even figures remain stationary. 
The house-cost item has come up 
as result of studies being made by 
the releasing organizations on ways 
to increase rentals. Many distrib 
execs are gloomy over income, 
pointing out that rentals are off 
more than grosses. Fact that a the- 
atre’s b.o. might be down only 10% 








ifrom a year ago gives a false im- 


pression, they explain, since this 
may mean film rentals being paid 
by the same house are off 25° to 


nut figure and the sliding scales or 
semi-sliding scales on which top 
product is sold to firstruns. 
Figures 
For instance, Theatre X a year 


| ago may have played a pic three 
i weeks, doing $20,000 the initial 
frame, $13,000 the second and $9,- | 
000 the third, for a total of $42,000. | 


Taking a $4,500 weekly house nut | 


He | 


engineer at Stations 


| 
| 


Continued 


| bets Field. 
win out, though, the pickup would 
probably be handled by KSD-TV, 
NBC affiliate in St. Loo. 

(Fabian Fox theatre in Brooklyn 
last week signed to carry all Series 
games via its large-screen theatre 





63, camera- | 


| “semi-official” 


» 


That’s because of the house- | 


tele unit, no matter which network 
transmits them for home reception. 


The N. Y. Paramount is also dis- 
cussing theatre-telecasting the 
games. Theatre owner S. H. Fa- 


bian is reported paying a percent- 
age of the Fox's theatre gross. See 
details below). 

Final decision on the network is 
to be made today ‘Wed.) or tomor- 
row at a meeting of web represen- 
tatives called by Paul Jonas, Mu- 
tual sports director. Mutual has a 
five-year pact with Baseball Com- 
missioner A. B. (Happy) Chandler 
for both AM and TV rights to the 
Series, which extends through 1952. 
Web has no video network operat- 
ing at this time, but WOR-TV 
(N. Y.), WGN-TV (Chicago) and 4”’ 
other video outlets affiliated with 
Mutual will carry the Series, no 
matter which tele web sws the 
pickup assignment M utual-AM, 
of course, will have an exclusive 
on radio coverage. 

Series coverage may mar; the 
teeoff of WOR-TV, 
which has been operating on an ex- 
perimental basis for the last month. 
Official starting date has not been 
set, but the Mutual video flagship 
station is expected to be operating 
on a full commercial basis by the 
end of next month. During its test 
period, WOR-TV has carried sev- 
eral Dodger night games fed to it 
by CBS-TY. That might give CBS 
a break in drawing the Series as- 
signment. 

Jonas declared Monday (12) that 
he had no idea yet what the deter- 
mining factors would be in dispos- 
ing of the TV rights. It is gener- 
ally believed, however, that if a 
single network gets the job, it will 
go to whichever can clear the most 
stations. 

No matter the outcome, however, 
broadcasters are convinced they 
will have to do a quality job on the 
Series pickups, since they will be 
playing to probably the largest 
video audience in history. As far 
as the public is concerned, it prob- 
ably doesn’t matter which network 
wins out. But repeated criticism, 
both of last year’s Series coverage 
and the various pickups during the 
current season, signifies that TV 


_ will have to do a better job for the 


upcoming classic. Average viewer 


ino ionger will bypass mistakes on 


the assumption that TV is still a 
novelty. 


Fabian’s Fox, B’klyn, To 


Theatre Telecast Games 
World Series may be telecast this 


out of that and computing on rental | year on the screens of several the- 
on an increasing scale as gross goes atres in different parts of the coun- 
up, distrib might have taken $12,- try. Contract negotiated last week 


000 out of the house. 


, by circuit operator Si H. Fabian, | 


This year, with grosses down giving him theatre TV rights to the 


10%, the pic would do $18,000 the 
first stanza and $11,500 the second 
and it would probably be out. On 
that total of $29,500, the rental, 


Series for his Fox theatre, Brook- 
lyn, is non-exclusive, meaning any 
other theatre with the necessary 
equipment can bid on the same 


|after taking ovt house operating | terms. | 
{nus of $4,500 weekly, would prob- | 


Chief possibility is the Broadway 


ably be around $6,500. That means Paramount, which has a permanent 
that despite the fact the b.o. is off intermediate film system for the- 
only 10%, the rental is down al- atre TV now installed. Par theatre 


most 50° because of a combina- execs declared yesterday 


(Tues.) 


tion of factors of which the failure they had not yet decided whether 


ant. 

The grosses for this year used in 
the example above would probably 
be off even more than 10%, al- 


though the theatre's overall gross divulged. 


would not, one distrib pointed out. 


/to earn added holdovers is import- to pitch for the Series. Theatres | 


in other key cities might tie in if 
they can get the equipment in- 
stalled in time. 

Amount of money to be paid for 
the rights by Fabian has not been 
It is believed, however, 
that he will pay a percentage of 


That is because of the fact that his boxoffice take, part of it to 
while the house got $9,000 for the go to the network carrying the 
third week of the pic’s run last games for home video and the bal- 
year, it has a new film in during | ance to the big leagues. Other re- 
that week this vear and has again ports had him paying $10,000 for 


jumped up to $20,000. That's help- 
ing the house to show high income, 


the 
Razor, 


Gillette 
has 


package. 
which 


Safety 
signed to 


but not the producer of the first sponsor pickups of the Series for 


pic, which is already out. 


This large decline in rental 


both radio and TV, will not cut in 
on the theatre TV plum, since the 


despite a perhaps relatively minor contract calls for Fabian to main- 
drop in house gross is bothering tain the pickup intact, which means 


the distribs, whg admit they have he will 


no real solution to it. 


The shift to commercials to the 


the Gillette 
theatre audi- 


be showing 


a more realistic basis for house ence. 


nuts is a first step, they say, but 
‘only a minor one. Even an increase rights last summer, but was turned 
‘in terms of perhaps 5% wouldn't 


mean too much on the present 


basis, they declare, and speculate to Chicago Aug. 11! 


on the possible necessity of an en- 


tirely different method of arriving jor and 


at film rentals. 


Fabian originally bid for series 


down. He and Nate Halpern, his 
theatre TV consultant, then flew 
for a personal 
huddle with Chandler and the ma- 
minor league govegning 
council, the top body in organized 


World Series TV Pool 


Dodger home games this year, and , baseball. 
so has its equipment set up at Eb-| moguls the story of theatre TV, its 





from page 1 


They set forth to the 


If the St. Louis Cards giant potentialities, and what it 


_could mean both to baseball and to 
‘the public. As result of that con- 
| fab, Chandler authorized that per- 
_mission for the theatre TV pickup 
be granted. Contract was signed 
| Friday (9) by Fabian and the Mu- 
tuai network, which controls radio 
and TV rights to the Series for 
Chandler. e 

Fabian has not yet decided his 
boxoffice scale for the Series. nor 
whether he will run his usual film 
program concurrent with the base- 
ball pickup. 


MARRIAGES 
Flerence Hall to Pat Mullen, 
Kilronan, Ireland, Aug. 27. Groom 
was lead in Robert Flaherty's “Man 
of Aran.” 


Patricia Brown to Jerry Ross, 
Everett, Wash., Sept. 3. He's a 
former vaudevillian, now a_ book- 


ing agent in Seattle: bride is treas 
urer of Seattle AFM Local 76. 
Bebe Yuni to Donald Kranze, 
New Yor!:, Sept. 10. He's Albany 
salesman for Paramount Pictures 
and sor of B. G. Kranze, Film 
Clas‘ :es veepee. 
Tom 
He's 


Marjorie Zinsmeister to 
Power, Pittsburgh, Sept. 10 
former p.a. of Pitt Plavhouse 

Florence Rich to Bennett Am- 
dur, Pittsburgh, recently. He owns 
the Garden theatre in Pitt 

Peggy Glenn to Tommy Dowd, 
Harrisburg, Pa., Aug. 30 Bride 
is an actress, he’s a magician. 

Lynn Connelly to 
noras, Sept 
flack at 


Valter 
10 in Chicago 
WBKB TV station there. 

Elsy Albiin to Tony Ford, Aug. 
19, in Stockholm. Bride is Swed- 
ish film actress, recently starred in 
American film, “Rapture.” pro- 
duced in Rome; groom is Scandi- 
navian Airlines pilot 


Dau- 
She's 


Eleanor King to Herbert T. Kal- 
mus, Los Angeles, Sept. 7. Bride 
is columnist for King Features 
Syndicate; he's prexy of Techni- 
color 

Vilma Kilen to Fred Compson, 
London, Sept. 7. Both are U. S. ice 
skaters 

Elaine Hume to Billy House, 


Malibu, Cal., Sept. 7 
tor 

Marcia Stranahan Idris to Prince 
Youka Troubetzkoy, Greenwich, 
Corn., Sept. 11. He's a film and 
radio actor 

Pat Kenny to John Goebel, West 
Milford, N. J., Sept. 11. Bride is 
daughter of Nick Kenny, N. Y. 
Mirror radio editor. 

Nancy Anderson Morehouse to 
Harold Jackson Gordon, Jr, 
Princeton, N. J.. Sept. 10. Bride 
is daughter of Ward Morehouse, 
drama ed-critic of the N. Y. Sun. 

Renee Suzanne Suter to Leo 
Arthur Thomas. Jr.. Spring Lake, 
N. J.. Sept. 12. Bride is daughter 
of George Suter, former managing 
director of the Savoy Plaza Hotel, 
N. Y., and now owner of the Beau 
Rivage, Spring Lake, which is par- 


He's an ac- 





tially bankrolled by Hildegarde 
and the Fitzgeralds. 
BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Ward, son, 


Chicago, Sept. 5. Father's an ac- 
count exec with J. Walter Thomp- 
son Chi agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Tate, daugh- 
ter, Chicago, Sept. 9. Father is 
head of Hal Tate Radio Produc- 


tions. 
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice “Red” 
Silverstein, daughter, New York, 


Sept. 9. Father is Metro's foreign 
manager for Latin America. 

Mr. and Mrs. Murray Lind, daugh- 
ter, Chicago, Sept. 6. Father 1s 
one of the Lind Bros., singing trio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Gordon, 
daughter, New York, Sept. 3. 
Mother is former Shirley Heller, 
ex-band singer and sister of Jackie 
Heller, Pitt nitery owner. 


Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Phelps, 
daughter, Sept. 6, Hollywood. 
Father is director at KTTV 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Pollock, 
daughter, Los Angeles, Sept. 4. 
Father is an assistant film pro- 
ducer. 


Mr. and Mrs. George Hamid. Jr., 
son, Atlantic City, Sept. 6 Father 
is son of George Hamid, Sr., fair 
and circus impresario 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Foxe, daugh- 


ter, Washington. Aug. 29. Father 
is publicity director of Loew's 
D. C. theatres 

Mr. and Mrs. George Willard, 
daughter. N. Y.. Sept. 6 Father 


is WMCA. N. Y. staff announcer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Watlrath. son, 
in Albanv. N’ Y., Sept. 8 Father 
is assistant provram manager of 
WPTR in that city 
Mr. and Mrs. Willie 
Chicago, Sept. ®# 
nightclub comedian. 


Shore 
Father 


son, 
is 8 
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